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Trump 2.0: Challenges and opportunities for asean
With the return of Donald Trump

to the US presidency, Southeast Asia
braces for another era of unpredictability
in American foreign policy. Southeast
Asian nations, while expressing formal
congratulations following Trump’s victo-
ry, are now focusing on how his adminis-
tration will impact their economies and
strategic interests. As the region’s govern-
ments gear up for a distinctly different
governance style than the one under
President Joe Biden, the potential for dra-
matic shifts in trade relations, diplomatic
ties and regional stability is palpable. The
ten members of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)—
spanning from Indonesia to Myanmar—
are acutely aware that Southeast Asia may
not be at the top of the new administra-
tion’s priority list.Trump is a known fig-
ure for his transactional and often unpre-
dictable style of diplomacy. ASEAN
countries, while understanding the volatil-
ity that a Trump administration can bring,
remain cautiously optimistic that his
return might lead to a return to serious
trade talks. Many regional leaders believe
that Trump’s preference for direct, bilater-
al negotiations could lead to more
favourable deals for specific countries,

particularly those that are not bound by
multilateral negotiations, like those seen
under Biden’s tenure. Yet, for many in
Southeast Asia, the most pressing concern
remains the US-China relationship. Since
Trump’s first term, ASEAN nations have
had to balance their relationships with
both China and the US, seeking to main-
tain economic growth and regional securi-
ty without angering either side. The
dynamic has changed considerably in the
post-pandemic era, as China and ASEAN
emerged as each other’s largest trade part-

ners. The direction of US-
China relations will have
profound consequences
for Southeast Asia’s eco-
nomic stability and secu-
rity.Under Trump, this
relationship was tense,
marked by the trade war
and military posturing,
and the nomination of
hardline China critics,
such as Marco Rubio for
Secretary of State and
Mike Waltz as National
Security Advisor, signals
that the US will continue
to confront China head-on

in ways that could disrupt regional
dynamics. While many ASEAN leaders
are concerned about the economic impact
of a hard-line US-China policy, there is
also hope that Trump’s presidency could
bring much-needed attention back to
Southeast Asia’s trade and strategic
importance. This could be particularly
appealing to resource-rich nations like
Indonesia and the Philippines, which are
in high demand for critical minerals used
in electronics and green technologies. On
the other hand, a significant worry for

ASEAN countries is that they may
become collateral damage in the US’s
efforts to reduce its trade deficit.Despite
these uncertainties, ASEAN’s primary
goal will remain stability and balance.
ASEAN countries will push for steady
relationships with both global powers,
aiming to shield themselves from the
worst effects of US-China tensions while
seeking to expand their own economic
and diplomatic space. To avoid being left
behind, India is watching the space close-
ly, as it is well aware that Trump will tar-
get Delhi soon.Delhi is trying to rebuild
bilateral relationships with several
ASEAN groups of countries, even as it
participates with full vigour on the multi-
lateral platform. The chief guest for 2025
Republic Day would be the President of
Indonesia, a key country in ASEAN.
India’s exports to the US could be hit due
to Trump’s overtures and it needs to find
new markets for its products, while gently
easing out domestic compliances and
trade barriers. The region’s future rela-
tionship with the US will depend not only
on Trump’s domestic agenda but also on
how ASEAN and India navigate the deli-
cate balance between American and
Chinese influence in the years to come.

How India’s healthcare sector is accelerating towards Viksit Bharat 2047
As India aims to achieve its ambitious goal
of becoming a $35 trillion economy by
2047, the healthcare sector stands as the
cornerstone of this transformation. With
aspirations to increase the average life
expectancy from 71 to over 85, India’s
vision of Viksit Bharat aligns closely with
the sentiment of "Swasth Bharat, Viksit
Bharat, and Niramaya Bharat." It consid-
ers a robust healthcare system not just as a
necessity but as the foundation for a
healthier, more productive nation.
A Visionary Healthcare System
As part of its vision, the government
strives to establish a healthcare system
capable of addressing the diverse needs of
a population exceeding 1.4 billion.Not
only are efforts underway to improve
physician and hospital bed ratios, expand
access to affordable healthcare, and ensure
universal health insurance coverage but
the inclusion of senior citizens over 70
years through the Ayushman Bharat Vay
Vandana Card highlights the commitment
to an inclusive healthcare approach.

India’s Viksit Bharat 2047 journey builds
upon substantial achievements in the
healthcare sector. Since independence, the
nation has witnessed notable reductions in
neonatal, infant, under-five, and maternal
mortality rates, reflecting improved
healthcare outcomes.Flagship initiatives
such as Ayushman Bharat Health and
Wellness Centres, the establishment of
new AIIMS, and a growing network of
medical colleges have bolstered healthcare
delivery. Moreover, digital advancements
through initiatives like CoWIN, the
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, and e-
Sanjeevani have revolutionized healthcare
accessibility, particularly in rural areas.
Role of the Pharmaceutical Sector
India’s pharmaceutical leadership has fur-
ther solidified the country’s position as a
global healthcare contributor. As a leading
producer of vaccines and generic medi-
cines, the nation plays a pivotal role in
ensuring global healthcare equity. Coupled
with its steadily increasing medical
tourism industry, India continues to attract

patients worldwide, offering advanced
care at affordable costs.The private sector
continues to play a crucial role in comple-
menting public healthcare efforts.
Innovation, R&D, and cost-effective
healthcare models spearheaded by private
players have extended quality healthcare
to remote and underserved regions.
Technological advancements, from AI and
robotics to telemedicine and wearables,
are shaping the future of healthcare deliv-
ery, making it more accessible.Roadmap
of Viksit Bharat 2047: Looking ahead, the
roadmap to Viksit Bharat 2047 includes
priorities such as workforce development
through the expansion of medical and

nursing colleges, further integration of cut-
ting-edge technologies, and an emphasis
on preventive care, mental health, and
holistic wellness. The transition from
mass-produced to biotech-based personal-
ized medicine, supported by advancements
in CRISPR and nano-technology, is set to
redefine pharmaceutical practices.India’s
healthcare system is also poised to trans-
form its business models, shifting from
predominantly out-of-pocket expenses to
public and insurance-funded frameworks.
This evolution will not only strengthen the
healthcare sector but also ensure equity
and affordability for all.As India strives
toward its 2047 goals, public-private part-
nerships and an unwavering commitment
to equitable healthcare are vital. India’s
healthcare providers remain dedicated to
contributing to this transformative journey.
By fostering innovation, enhancing acces-
sibility, and ensuring quality care for all,
the sector aims to play an integral role in
building a healthier, stronger, and more
prosperous India.

What gaming regulation can learn from SEBI’S F&O regulations
India’s gaming sector stands at a critical
juncture. Thoughtful regulation can help it
realise its immense potential while safe-
guarding consumersTwo seemingly dis-
parate sectors—India’s gaming industry
and capital markets—are drawing signifi-
cant attention in public policy discourse.
Both sectors hold immense promise: gam-
ing contributes to job creation, while capi-
tal markets foster capital formation.
However, both also pose substantial chal-
lenges. Gaming can lead to habit forma-
tion and addiction, while the Futures and
Options (F&O) segment of capital markets
carries risks of speculative losses.
Policymakers have tackled these chal-
lenges differently, with contrasting
approaches in gaming and F&O regula-

tion.The Opportunities and Challenges:
India is a global gaming hub, housing 40
per cent of the world’s gamers—around
568 million players—and employing
15,000 developers. The sector’s revenue is
projected to grow from $3 billion in 2023

to $6 billion by 2028, potentially creat-
ing 250,000 new jobs over the next
decade. With development costs in
India nearly 50 per cent lower than the
global average, gaming has the poten-
tial to generate significant export rev-
enues.However, this growth depends
on balanced regulation, particularly
concerning gaming’s habit-forming
nature. Unfortunately, current propos-
als by the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY), the

Advertising Standards Council of India
(ASCI), and other stakeholders lean
toward rigid, prescriptive measures, draw-
ing inspiration from China’s heavy-handed
regulatory framework.Flaws in Current
Gaming Regulation

1. Time and Age Restrictions Proposals to
impose strict time limits and age restric-
tions on gaming apps are touted as innova-
tive but raise significant concerns. Forcing
intermediaries to monitor minors’ activi-
ties infringes on privacy and contravenes
the data minimisation principle of India’s
Digital Personal Data Protection Act
(DPDPA). Such policies may inadvertent-
ly lead to surveillance overreach, compro-
mising minors’ online privacy.
Parents, who have a far greater vested
interest in their children’s wellbeing, are
better positioned to manage their gaming
habits. Handing this responsibility to
unelected bureaucrats not only undermines
parental discretion but also risks creating
intrusive and overly broad policies.
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Navigating Trump redux: India’s tightrope
While Trump’s focus on countering
China could strengthen Indo-US strate-
gic ties, his erratic temperament and
divisive policies present challengesIn
India, there is a mix of excitement, ten-
tativeness, and even concern, with the
second coming of Donald Trump as the
President of the United States. While
Trump’s excitable temperament is well
known, he ought to be served better
with hindsight of experience. But he
may not. While India will remain res-
olutely relevant and critical in his for-
eign policy calculus, the handling of
certain issues could test Indian reaction
and patience. His inevitable fixation
with managing China will necessitate
nurturing the strategic ‘pivot’ of India
as a counterbalance, Delhi’s deep-root-
ed equations with countries like Russia
or Iran, could earn his ire and vitriol.A
lot will depend on ‘Team Trump’ who
will aid and assist Trump as he attempts
the shape his poll promises of MAGA
i.e., Make America Great Again!
However, unlike the first term when he
did inherit and heed reputation and pro-
fessionalism as the criteria for key jobs
in the Trump administration (though
subsequently, he developed a penchant
for ‘revolving door’ ousters of many),
this time the criteria only seem to be
‘loyalty’ to Trump, personally.There is a
disconcerting and contradictory logic to
many recent appointments that begs the
question if it indeed will be ‘business as
usual’ – something Delhi had got used
to, irrespective of the dispensation in
Washington DC. Sadly, that vital pres-
ence of ‘adults in the room’ from the
first Trump administration who were
able to navigate and manage Trump out

of his outlandish and fickle ideas, will
not be present anymore. If anything, in
a room filled with ‘loyalists’ (read,
obsequious staff), chances that someone
will play the ‘adult in the room’ any-
more, will be starkly lesser than before,
as there could be competitive grovelling
to valourise Trump’s ideas, whatever be
the portent.How will Trump’s purported
‘non-interventionist’ preferences sit
with Sino-wary countries like India,
Japan or Australia (the other three from
QUAD framework) that are in the direct
line of Chinese belligerence and expan-
sionism?Will Trump’s ‘non-interven-
tionist’ instinct embolden Beijing to
finally bite the bullet on Taiwan and
storm the same, knowing that beyond
mouthing platitudes, Washington DC
will not intervene militarily? The pic-
ture emerging out of a beleaguered (and
potentially isolated) Ukraine does not
seem reassuring from a security angle,
as the possibility of America pushing its
‘allies’ under the bus, seems very plau-
sible. Even disconcerting memories of
the Summer of 2020 when the Chinese
aggression pushed through Indian fron-

tiers, with a seemingly disin-
terested Trump offering to
‘negotiate a deal’ instead of
adopting a more assertive
stance, are still raw.Indeed,
the Americans had expedit-
ed the exports of weaponry
to Delhi, but all that made
imminent commercial sense
to the die-hard businessman
in Trump. Just how ramrod
and unfailing will the
Trump support be in meet-
ing any such exigency in the

future, is worth considering. Even in
bilateral relations, there is a fresh bunch
of unrestrained radicals who make up
the Trump redux cabinet.They may or
may not play by the traditional rulebook
of diplomacy and could make com-
ments that are unpalatable to Indian
sensibilities. Delhi will be under
immense pressure to moderate the bilat-
eral engagement and conversations, as
the Indian democracy has its dynamics
and imagined perceptions that will dis-
allow unruly comments, even if they
were to come from the USA.Adding to
the complexity is the contradiction that
many amongst this new Trump cabinet
are trigger-happy interventionists (e.g.,
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Elise
Stefanik the Ambassador to UN etc.,) a
la neoconservatives whom Trump rub-
bish repeatedly – how this contradiction
will manifest will be interesting. Even
on non-security issues like immigra-
tion, trade terms, or commitment
towards the environmental issues, could
be a very rocky ride for Delhi.India has
made ambitious commitments towards
the global environmental cause, where-

as Trump’s rhetoric has cockily been,
“We’re going to drill, baby, drill," and
confirmed that, “I will terminate the
green new scam”. While India isn’t on
top of its target list on immigrant issues,
it will only be a matter of time before
the bogey “stealing your jobs” impacts
India. Trump will be a mega populist
who will dance to the ‘redneck’ wish
list and this will impact relations with
the world’s largest democracy, a lot
more gravely than other
countries.Trump has demonstrated a
terrifying ability to shed responsibilities
towards his allies (sovereign, coalition,
and even personal) and also his moral
responsibility by readily abandoning its
vital geostrategic stakes (remember
Afghanistan, and now Syria) with a
thoughtless shrug of the shoulder and
“not my problem” approach. This tests
the will to invest in a transactional rela-
tionship like the one offered by Trump,
as no support can be construed for
sure.Owing to his polarising politics of
identity and blind support for the likes
of Benjamin Netanyahu, the narrative
emanating from the White House could
jeopardise and harm the societal fabric
of a diverse country like India that
needs to maintain an inclusive outlook.
America itself is in for a tumultuous
time with the President-designate hav-
ing promised to close the border with
Mexico and launch the largest deporta-
tion exercise in US history within hours
(not days) of taking over. While Donald
Trump’s rhetoric is usually more bark
than bite, India may find it difficult to
accommodate his provocative talk and
temperament, beyond a point.

The courage to tell untold stories on the celluloid
Despite the challenges, a new wave of film-
makers continues to illuminate untold stories,
challenging entrenched narratives and bring-
ing forgotten truths to lightRecently, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has praised the film
The Sabarmati Report produced by Ekta
Kapoor and her Balaji Motion Pictures.
Before this also PM has been praised films -
The Kashmir Files and The Kerala Story. It
took almost seventy years after the independ-
ence of India, for a few courageous filmmak-
ers like Vivek Agnihori to make Buddha in a
Traffic Jam, The Tashkent Files, The Kashmir
Files, and Vaccine War; Sanjay Puran Singh
make 72 Hoorain and Sudipto Sen to make
The Kerala Story and Bastar: The Naxal Story
both produced by Vipul Shah. Fortunately,
most of these films have been celebrated
among the audiences overwhelmingly. The
group of pseudo-secular, those who still con-
trol the fake narratives to spread one-sided,
false propaganda throughout the world, have
also been super active in dismissing these
films.   But not all filmmakers are lucky
enough; forget about PM’s praise to release
their films, get proper distribution channels or
theatres, or the cooperation from the local
authorities, governments and positive reviews
by film critics. It is almost swimming against
the tide. After the success of those films, some
independent filmmakers got the courage to
tell the true stories, incidents which were
unfortunately never been part of our history
syllabus. The incidents were not discussed, or
debated much by the elite of the society or the
so-called liberal, secular, intellectual groups.
Very few filmmakers dare to make films on
those subjects, because, in most cases, the vic-
tims are the majority Hindu community while

the oppressors are from other communities.
Since the last many years there has been a ten-
dency among the liberals, that whenever the
Hindus are the victim, the stories have been
buried with all extra efforts so that the so-
called peace should be maintained in socie-
ty.Even if there has been immense loss of
human lives, property, rape of women, and
permanent displacement from the homeland,
nothing is much more important than the
pseudo ideology of keeping peace in the soci-
ety to just appease the particular
community.That is why so far whatever films
have been made on the partition of India very
few films portrayed the true stories. Most of
the films are sugar-coated to portray that the
victims belong to both communities and it
was a loss for everyone. No doubt the parti-
tion of India was a great loss for all the com-
munities but why do we feel ashamed to point
out the faults and the responsible people?
Neither our history books nor the literature or
cinema have been ever so brave as to tell the
actual stories of our society.Filmmaker M K
Shivaaksh made the film Accident or
Conspiracy: Godhra which is based on the
infamous case of Godhra in Gujarat, where
fifty-six Ram devotees were burnt alive in a
train coach of the Sabarmati Express by one
particular community. Again the film became
the victim of the ecosystem and got a very
limited release so the film can’t be seen by
many people in the country. While The
Sabarmati Report not only got praise from the
PM but also Yogi Adityanath, Pushkar Singh
Dhami and Naib Singh Saini took time to
watch the film along with the crew and casts
and made the film tax-free in their respective
states UP, Uttarakhand and Haryana because

of Ekta Kapoor - Smriti Irani connection. But
Shivaaksh was not that lucky at all.He had
planned to release his film Accident or
Conspiracy: Godhra in February but the cen-
sor board delayed the process for seven
months. They have asked for literally all the
evidence and the makers have provided all the
related evidence based on the Nanavati -
Mehta Commission Report, Court Verdicts,
eyewitness records as well as all the support-
ing documents.To study the material the cen-
sor board took seven months and even after
that they gave the certificate where they
chopped about fifty per cent of the content,
informed Shivaaksh. Unfortunately, some
renowned actors also took advantage of the
situation from these novice young independ-
ent filmmakers to bully them, those who have
good connections with the government agen-
cies as well as some strong political backing.
Initially, they talk big to bag the role and com-
paratively good remuneration, but after the
film is completed, instead of helping the film
for smooth sailing, they even discourage the
other co-actors from not promoting their film
just pretending to be secular. Forget to help
with the censor process, they don’t even come
forward to promote the film, nor even post on
social media.Pushpendra Singh director of
Ajmer 92, Kamal Chandra director of Humare
Baraah and Shivaaksh, all of them have the
same terrible experiences with some of their
actors. Akashaditya Lama’s Bengal 1947
described the hardships faced by the displaced
Hindu refugees from the then East Pakistan
now Bangladesh to the completely unknown,
unfamiliar terrine of present days
Chhatisgarh.A few political leaders’ high
ambitions divided the country into three dif-

ferent territories and created devastating for
the crores of innocent people in the country.
The film was released in very limited theatres.
Akashaditya said that when he made the film
in Chhatisgarh, the then Congress government
helped him a lot without imposing many
terms and conditions, then Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, told him only not to show
Pundit Nehru in a bad light.Even a cabinet
minister came to receive the shooting team at
the airport, and arranged the full-proof securi-
ty for the entire team, with overwhelming
hospitality. By the time the film got ready to
release BJP government came to power in
Chhatisgarh, but unfortunately, the film never
got any special attention or tax rebate from the
local government. However, the films have
been screened at various film festivals.In the
same manner, another film The Diary of West
Bengal directed by Sanoj Mishra has suffered
massively at the hands of the government and
political elements of West Bengal.Finally, the
film was released, which too a very limited
release by the order of the court.  All of these
films are not only talking of the great human
rights violations by one particular religious
community towards the majority Hindu com-
munity but also these films are unbiased, true
documentation of time a political era as well
as the impact on society. Unfortunately, none
of these films got any recognition, big awards
or even tax rebates from the government. In
this situation, a special section “The untold
stories” could have been curated in the just
concluded International Film Festival of India
(IFFI) which would have been very much
appropriate to showcase the film to the larger
audiences, as well as the screening at IFFI
would have certainly boosted the morale of
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