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Japan’s struggle for relevance amid China’s rise
As China rises as a dominant force in a
multipolar world, Japan must navigate
the challenge of balancing its historical
baggage with maintaining its
relevanceIn December 2024, Japan’s
Ministry of Defence, through its influ-
ential think tank, issued a report that
presents an unflinching look at China’s
meteoric rise and its implications for
the global balance of power. Titled The
Rising Global South and China, the
report offers a sobering analysis of how
China’s strategic outreach to the Global
South—its diplomacy, economic
investments, and military presence—
poses not only a challenge to the exist-
ing international order but also to
Japan’s place in the world. While the
report forms a key element in Japan’s
evolving worldview regarding its
neighbour, it is but one piece of a much
larger, more complex puzzle.The evolv-
ing dynamics between China and Japan
demand a deeper exploration, not just
of economic rivalry, but of historical
tensions, ideological shifts, and global
transformations that are redefining
power structures across Asia and
beyond. Why, one might ask, is it cru-
cial to understand Japan’s view on
China in 2025? The answer lies in the
seismic shifts currently reshaping the
international order, where China is
positioning itself as the hegemon of a
new, multipolar world, and Japan must
navigate an increasingly treacherous
geopolitical terrain. This is not simply
about Beijing’s growing economic
influence through initiatives like the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) or its
dominance in trade and investment in
Africa, Latin America, and Southeast
Asia.The contest runs deeper, revealing
an ideological, military and moral con-
frontation where Japan’s historical bur-
dens, particularly its unresolved
wartime past, complicate its ability to
assert leadership in the face of China’s
rapid expansion. “Based on field
research in Cambodia, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka, Angola, and elsewhere, the
report points out that the expansion of
Chinese aid under the principle of non-
interference in internal affairs may
reduce the effectiveness of Western

‘democratisation pressure’ that uses aid
as leverage.”Consider, for a moment,
China’s overwhelming presence in the
Global South. While Western powers
remain preoccupied with their domestic
crises, Beijing has formed vast strategic
partnerships, economic dependencies,
and infrastructural investments across
continents.From Africa’s mineral-rich
lands to West Asia’s energy corridors,
China has inserted itself as both a bene-
factor and an enforcer, using its vast
financial resources to extend its influ-
ence.It has become the world’s largest
creditor, with loans amounting to over
$1.3 trillion since 2000, a sum that far
outstrips Japan’s modest foreign assis-
tance initiatives. In the face of this,
Japan’s model of development aid—
praised for its transparency and sustain-
ability—has paled in comparison.
Japan’s approach, while effective in
certain regions, lacks the scale and
sheer audacity of China’s outreach.
Moreover, Japan’s preoccupation with
economic stability and its often sub-
dued geopolitical ambition has left it on
the back foot as China has aggressively
pursued its vision for a new internation-
al order.It is not just economics at play
here. There is a deepening ideological
divide. The language China uses to
frame its influence in the Global South
is couched in the rhetoric of anti-impe-
rialism, South-South cooperation, and
solidarity with the developing
world.This resonates profoundly with
nations that have long been subject to
the whims of Western powers. Beijing,
adept at using its soft power, positions
itself as the champion of the Global

South, contrasting its rise with
the history of exploitation by
colonial and imperial forces. By
leveraging its economic might,
China is building a coalition of
nations willing to challenge the
existing global system, one
dominated by the US and its
allies.This ideological appeal
has found a strong foothold in
parts of Africa and Asia, where
many developing nations view
China’s rise as an opportunity to
break free from the shackles of

Western dominance. For Japan, the
legacy of its imperial past complicates
its post-war identity, which is grounded
in pacifism, democratic values, and
economic growth. While China’s rise is
perceived as a return to national glory,
Japan remains burdened by its wartime
actions, which continue to fuel ten-
sions, particularly with Beijing. This
unresolved history hampers Japan’s
diplomacy, overshadowing its econom-
ic and diplomatic efforts, as issues of
reparations, historical memory, and
political reconciliation persist.And yet,
Japan cannot simply be reduced to a
passive recipient of China’s strategic
moves.The reality is that Japan, with its
robust economy and advanced techno-
logical sector, still holds significant
sway in certain parts of the Global
South, particularly in Southeast
Asia.Japan has long been a key player
in the economic development of this
region, offering not just financial assis-
tance but a model of governance and
sustainable growth.But the rise of
China has shifted the balance, and
Japan is now forced to reckon with the
reality that its traditional model—built
on the principles of mutual benefit and
technical expertise—may not suffice in
the face of China’s far-reaching ambi-
tions.There are many reasons why
China is winning over many countries
that were once bullied by the West in
different ways. China’s approach is a
wake-up call for those countries still
under colonial hangovers. Furthermore,
as the report made an interesting obser-
vation, Japan’s relationship with the
United States, while essential for

regional stability, is becoming increas-
ingly complicated.The strategic inter-
ests of Japan and the US are not always
aligned, especially when it comes to
China. While the US focuses on con-
taining China’s rise, Japan is caught in
a precarious position, balancing its need
for security and economic cooperation
with China against the demands of its
American ally. Japan’s position in this
dynamic is fraught with tension—
caught between the pressure to align
with the US and the reality of an
increasingly powerful China on its
doorstep.The question that now looms
over Japan’s future is not just one of
economic survival but of moral and ide-
ological relevance. As the Global South
looks increasingly to China for leader-
ship, Japan must reimagine its role in
this shifting world order. Japan’s model
of development, founded on transparen-
cy, democracy, and sustainability, is
being overshadowed by China’s strate-
gic depth and bold vision.Japan must
not only bolster its own economic and
diplomatic presence but must also con-
front the difficult task of reconciling its
historical baggage with its aspirations
for a secure and prosperous future. To
do this, it may be unwise for Japan to
stand as a mouthpiece or paper tiger for
NATO, learning from the havoc this
double-speak military alliance creates.
With Trump’s return, the competition
for the soul of the international system
intensifies—a system where shared val-
ues and principles, rather than hege-
monic power, increasingly define the
rules of engagement.In these circum-
stances, Japan’s ability to adapt, offer a
compelling vision for the future of the
Global South, and balance its security
needs with its diplomatic and economic
outreach will determine whether it
remains a relevant player or becomes a
relic of a past world order, or merely a
puppet of a warmongering alliance
intent on destabilising the Asia-
Pacific.The coming years will reveal
whether Japan can rise to this chal-
lenge, or whether China’s inexorable
march towards global dominance will
leave it in the dust.

Overcoming Automatic Negative Thoughts
Meditation and deep breathing can help
reduce stress, anxiety and self-doubtToday
at least one out of ten is being the victim of
catastrophising (expecting the worst out-
come), overgeneralising (believing that a
single failure defines overall ability) and
filtering (focusing solely on negatives
while ignoring positives). Recent studies
have proven that over 70,000 thoughts that
come into an individual’s mind every day
consist of negative ones wherein some of
them are the fuel for depression, anxiety
and low self-esteem. Automatic Negative
Thoughts often abbreviated as ANTs are
like unwelcome guests in an individual’s
mind. They are a psychological phenome-
non that can significantly impact mental
wellbeing and performance in various
aspects of life. These thoughts are sponta-
neous and fleeting, that arise without con-
scious effort.Triggered by specific situa-
tions, they even involve pessimistic
thoughts that arise in response to everyday
situations, often leading to increased
stress, anxiety and self-doubt. It is very
important for an individual to understand

and address them for fostering a positive
mindset and improving emotional
resilience. ANTs are characterised by their
automatic nature, as they occur sponta-
neously without conscious effort. These
thoughts are often distorted and irrational,
stemming from deep-seated fears or past
experiences.For instance, a student who
performs poorly on one test might think,
“I’m a complete failure,” despite having
performed well in other areas or in profes-
sional settings, after a presentation that
received constructive criticism, an individ-
ual might think, “Everyone hated it,” even
though the feedback was largely positive
and aimed at improvement. Similarly, in
social situations, a person who notices
someone yawning might assume, “I’m
boring,” disregarding the possibility that
the person might simply be tired. These
examples highlight how ANTs can distort
perceptions and negatively affect confi-
dence and behaviour. The impact of ANTs
can be profound. They contribute to a
range of mental health issues, including
anxiety, depression, and low self-esteem.

By distorting reality and rein-
forcing negative beliefs,
ANTs can hinder decision-
making, problem-solving,
and interpersonal relation-
ships. In academic and pro-
fessional settings, these
thoughts can undermine con-
fidence, reduce motivation,
and impair performance. Fortunately, there
are effective strategies to combat ANTs
and develop a more positive thought pat-
tern. One of the most widely used
approaches is cognitive-behavioural thera-
py (CBT), which focuses on identifying,
challenging, and replacing negative
thoughts with constructive ones.For
instance, when faced with a thought like,
“I’ll never succeed,” individuals can chal-
lenge its validity by reflecting on past suc-
cesses and recognising their capabilities.
Mindfulness practices, such as meditation
and deep breathing, can also help in man-
aging ANTs. These techniques encourage
individuals to observe their thoughts with-
out judgment and creating space to

respond thoughtfully rather than
react impulsively. Another use-
ful tool is journaling, which
involves writing down
thoughts and analysing accura-
cy can help uncover patterns
and triggers. Also, the act of
writing helps to crystallise it

and get it out of head. Building a
strong support system is equally impor
tant.Sharing feelings and concerns with
trusted friends, family members, or thera-
pists can provide valuable perspectives
and emotional relief. Positive affirmations
and self-compassion can further counter-
act the negative effects of ANTs by foster-
ing a sense of worth and capability.
Remember, by recognizing its presence
and implementing strategies such as CBT,
mindfulness, and support-seeking, individ-
uals can break free from the cycle of neg-
ativity and cultivate a healthier and more
optimistic outlook. Addressing ANTs not
only enhances mental wellbeing but also
empowers individuals to navigate life’s
challenges with confidence and resilience.
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Mobile phones in jails: A growing security nightmare
The continued use of mobile phones by
criminals incarcerated in jails remains a
critical issue that the government has yet
to address effectivelyOne pressing issue
that the government has yet to effectively
address is the continued use of mobile
phones by criminals incarcerated in jails-
an issue that persists even in high-security
prisons. The seizure of mobile phones
from inmates has become an all-too-com-
mon occurrence, posing a significant chal-
lenge to law enforcement agencies
attempting to dismantle the nexus of
organised crime operating from behind
bars.A primary reason for the rampant use
of mobile phones inside jails lies in the
unholy alliance between gang leaders
within the prisons and certain jail authori-
ties.This collaboration, coupled with the
ineffective use of modern technology to
prevent unauthorised mobile phone usage,
has allowed the problem to spiral out of
control. The issue has reached such alarm-
ing proportions due to the lack of strategic
deployment of advanced solutions that are
readily available today.The consequences
of mobile phone usage within jails extend
far beyond facilitating criminal activities.
It poses a direct threat to national security,
compromises the safety of prison staff, and
jeopardises public safety.While maintain-
ing a robust telecommunication network
within prisons is critical in today’s mobile-
driven world, the problem arises when
authorities fail to leverage the latest tech-
nologies to either restrict or control mobile
phone usage in designated areas.One tech-
nology that has been available for years is
the mobile jammer, which disrupts mobile
networks within a limited radius.
However, this solution has proven ineffec-

tive, as it does not guarantee 100 per cent
disruption of mobile services and, in some
cases, hampers the network’s functionality
outside the prison-affecting areas like resi-
dential neighbourhoods. Despite its wide-
spread use in jails across India, the jam-
mer’s limitations have become apparent.In
2017, the “Tower-Harmonious Call
Blocking System” (T-HCBS) was intro-
duced, but it has yielded minimal
results.Even after the installation of T-
HCBS towers, the use of mobile phones in
prisons continued unabated. Telecom com-
panies have failed to provide a mechanism
for real-time monitoring of the system’s
effectiveness, leaving authorities without
the tools needed to measure its success or
identify shortcomings.A recent investiga-
tion by the Delhi police in connection with
a shootout at a Tilak Nagar car showroom
uncovered a shocking revelation. The two
main suspects, who are currently incarcer-
ated in Tihar Jail, were using 5G-enabled
phones to bypass mobile jammers.
Although Tihar Jail, which houses around

20,000 inmates, is equipped
with over 15 mobile jammers,
these devices are outdated,
designed for 4G networks,
while the current technology in
use is 5G. This discrepancy
highlights the urgent need for
the installation of updated jam-
mers and infrastructure in
Delhi’s jails-a process that
could take several months.The
scale of the problem is under-
scored by the discovery of over
500 phones and internet don-
gles during surprise raids con-
ducted across three Delhi pris-

ons in the past two years.
Despite the Delhi government and the
Ministry of Home Affairs acknowledging
the issue and establishing a high-powered
committee two years ago to address the
problem, progress has been hindered by
red tape and slow-moving bureaucracy.
The primary obstacle remains the reluc-
tance of government officials to prioritise
and implement the appropriate technolo-
gies needed to tackle the crisis.In addition
to aiding organised crime syndicates, the
presence of mobile phones in jails has had
unforeseen consequences for residents liv-
ing near prison complexes. This interfer-
ence with the mobile network has caused a
decline in property values in the vicinity of
the jail, a stark contrast to the property
booms seen in other parts of Delhi.The
lack of a reliable mobile network has cre-
ated serious problems for residents, partic-
ularly in emergencies, and has significant
economic consequences as businesses and
daily services reliant on mobile communi-
cation are disrupted.This problem is not

unique to Tihar Jail or Delhi; similar issues
have been reported from prisons in other
metro cities. While mobile communication
technologies continue to advance rapidly,
there are modern solutions that can effec-
tively address the issue of blocking mobile
networks within high-security prisons.
These advanced systems do not merely
block mobile calls but also enable real-
time detection and location tracking of
illicit mobile phone usage within the facil-
ity.For example, digitally managed sys-
tems are available that can maintain
desired signal levels within a jail, granting
authorities full control over the mobile net-
work.These systems allow jail manage-
ment to track, locate, and identify radio
signals, pinpointing the source of illegal
mobile phone use. By using such technolo-
gies, jail authorities can quickly identify
and neutralise unauthorised mobile
devices in the prison, making it a powerful
deterrent against criminal activity.The real
question, however, is how long will it take
for Indian jails to receive the necessary
technological upgrades to combat the pro-
liferation of contraband mobile phones?
This problem is widespread across the
country, from Tihar Jail in Delhi to
Yerawada Jail in Pune, Kot Bhalwal Jail in
Jammu, and Naini Jail in
Allahabad–homes to some of the nation’s
most dangerous criminals, gangsters, ter-
rorists, and mafias.It is clear that timely
intervention from government authorities
to equip prisons with advanced technology
to block unauthorised mobile networks,
detect illegal phone use, and track mobile
phone locations is urgently needed to
restore control and curb the spread of
criminal activities within our jails.

ISRO’s PSLV-C60 Mission and POEM-4: A game-changer for India’s space exploration
This mission positions India among a
select group of nations capable of space
docking and sets the stage for revolu-
tionising space experimentationIndia’s
space exploration has reached a signifi-
cant milestone with the recent launch of
the PSLV-C60 mission by the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO).
This mission featured the Space
Docking Experiment (SpaDeX) along-
side the PSLV-Orbital Experiment
Module (POEM-4), propelling India
into an elite group of nations capable of
space docking. Additionally, ISRO’s
collaboration with startups, researchers,
and academic institutions showcases its
commitment to fostering deep-tech
advancements while reducing the high
costs of space experimentation.
Enhanced Resources 
Traditionally, the upper stage of a
launch vehicle becomes dormant after
payload deployment. However, ISRO
has creatively repurposed the PSLV’s
fourth stage into POEM, an orbital plat-
form equipped with telemetry, com-
mand support, and a power supply. This
transformation enables technical and
scientific research in space while opti-
mising resource use and lowering finan-
cial barriers for researchers, academic
institutions, and businesses.POEM-4
reflects ISRO’s ability to turn con-
straints into opportunities, providing an
affordable avenue for space experimen-
tation. This democratisation of space
access marks a turning point for India’s
space sector, opening the doors to inno-
vations previously hindered by high

costs and limited resources.
Empowering Startups
ISRO’s POEM-4 has significantly ben-
efited startups and academic institu-
tions by enabling cost-effective in-orbit
technology testing. Mumbai-based
Manastu Space Technologies, for
instance, is developing the Vyom 2U
Green Propulsion System, which
replaces toxic satellite fuels with an
environmentally friendly hydrogen per-
oxide-based alternative. This innova-
tion addresses two key challenges in
space exploration—safety and sustain-
ability—and incorporates advanced
features like a high-temperature cata-
lyst, optimised thruster design, and pro-
prietary green propellant MS-289. With
ISRO’s support, Manastu is preparing
for an upcoming PSLV mission to vali-
date its technology, potentially posi-
tioning India as a global leader in sus-
tainable satellite operations.GalaxEye,
another innovative startup, has devel-
oped affordable synthetic aperture radar
(SAR) modules. Unlike optical imag-
ing, SAR technology penetrates clouds,
providing precise and uninterrupted
satellite imagery crucial for disaster
management, environmental monitor-
ing, and more. Validating its SAR mod-
ules in space through POEM-4 posi-
tions GalaxEye to deliver cost-effective
global imaging solutions. Additionally,
TakeMe2Space, a startup working on
space-based data centers and process-
ing power modules, utilised POEM-4
for initial technology validation. This
achievement, despite the startup’s limit-

ed funding, highlights
ISRO’s commitment to nur-
turing deep-tech innovators
and breaking down entry
barriers for emerging play-
ers.
Driving Economic Growth
and Innovation
ISRO’s approach with
POEM-4 aligns with its
broader vision of fostering
public-private collaboration
to stimulate economic
growth. By offering advan
ced testing infrastructure at
reduced costs, ISRO accelerates the
commercialisation of innovative solu-
tions. Manastu Space’s collaboration
with the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO)
exemplifies the power of such syner-
gies. With funding from DRDO’s
Technology Develop ment Fund,
Manastu developed the iBooster system
through years of intensive research. Its
successful delivery underscores the
potential of partnerships between gov-
ernment institutions and startups to
advance national defense and space
capabilities.
Push for innovations
The PSLV-C60 mission and the POEM-
4 initiative position ISRO as a leader in
frugal yet impactful innovation. By
repurposing resources and promoting
collaboration, ISRO demonstrates that
groundbreaking advancements do not
require massive budgets but thrive on
ingenuity and inclusivity.Dr. Pawan

Goenka, Chairman of IN-SPACe, aptly
summarized the initiative’s signifi-
cance: “POEM is a practical solution
deployed by ISRO that allows Indian
startups, academic institutions, and
research organizations to test their
space technologies without the need to
launch entire satellites. By making this
platform accessible, we are reducing
entry barriers and enabling a wider
range of entities to contribute to the
space sector.”
Toward a Multi-Trillion-Dollar
Space Economy
India’s ambitions of becoming a multi-
trillion-dollar economy find a strong
ally in ISRO’s innovations. The space
sector, driven by public-private partner-
ships, support for deep-tech startups,
and inclusive access to space, is poised
to play a key role in this vision.
Initiatives like POEM-4 lay the ground-
work for a thriving space ecosystem
that fosters innovation, economic
growth, and global leadership.
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