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When elephants roamed beyond: A remarkable journey through China
A historic event captivated the world as
a herd of 15 wild elephants embarked
on a 500-km journey from
Xishuangbanna to the bustling city of
Kunming Some time back an extraordi-
nary event unfolded in China: for the
first time in recorded history, a herd of
15 wild elephants embarked on an
unprecedented journey. Leaving their
natural habitat in Xishuangbanna (com-
monly referred to as Banna), the ele-
phants traveled over 500 kilometers to
Kunming, the capital of Yunnan
Province. Xishuangbanna, an
autonomous prefecture for the ethnic
Dai people, lies in the southernmost
part of Yunnan, bordering Myanmar
and Laos.This remarkable migration
captured the attention of the world, with
live 24/7 broadcasts and drones follow-
ing their every move. The Chinese
authorities, committed to the conserva-
tion of these majestic creatures,
responded with care rather than con-
frontation.However, their journey
caused panic among local residents,
who abandoned their homes in fear.
Despite trampling crops and cornfields
along the way, the elephants did not
harm any humans. In some instances,

curious jumbos ventured into deserted
homes, with one even slipping under a
bed. Yet, they remained peaceful
throughout their expedition. During
their long journey, the elephants main-
tained their routines, munching on
leaves, bathing in mud, and sleeping.In
a touching moment, a calf was born
mid-journey. Eventually, after weeks of
gentle coaxing and careful manage-
ment, the herd returned to their home in
Xishuangbanna.The reasons behind this
unusual migration remain unclear.
Experts speculate that an inexperienced
leader might have led the herd astray, or
that they were seeking a new habitat
due to environmental changes. While

conservation efforts in
China have resulted in a
gradual increase in the
elephant population,
these efforts are compli-
cated by human activity.
Large-scale commercial
rubber cultivation, intro-
duced to Banna, has sig-
nificantly disrupted the
region’s rainforest
ecosystem.These plan-
tations, consisting of

monocultures of Brazilian
rubber trees, replace diverse habitats,
further encroaching on the elephants’
range. Asian elephants, an endangered
species, number only about 300 in the
wild in China, primarily in
Banna.Protecting these animals is a
national priority. Emergency workers
and volunteers were mobilised during
the migration, providing tonnes of corn,
pineapples and other food to ensure
both the safety of the elephants and the
local population. Trucks and drones
were deployed to guide the animals
along safe paths, offering them a feast
akin to a celebratory banquet.
Xishuangbanna is a biodiversity

hotspot, home to a wide variety of flora
and fauna.The region’s tropical climate
and historical isolation have preserved
its rich ecosystems. In addition to Asian
elephants, the area supports other
endangered species such as green pea-
cocks, wild oxen, and monkeys. The
Wild Elephant Valley Forest Park,
located 47 kilometers north of Jinghong
city, serves as a key conservation site.
Spanning 369 hectares, this park pro-
vides a haven for wildlife and a unique
opportunity for visitors to observe ele-
phants.The reserve features observation
towers, allowing visitors to watch wild
elephants bathing, playing, and
strolling. A cableway provides breath-
taking views of the valley, while the
park’s elephant-domestication school
entertains visitors with performances by
trained elephants, including dancing,
headstands, and football tricks. Looking
ahead, the Chinese government plans to
establish an Asian Elephant Breeding
Centre in Banna to further conservation
efforts. These initiatives aim to protect
not only the elephants but also the rich
biodiversity of this unique region,
ensuring a harmonious coexistence
between humans and wildlife.

The silent epidemic: The untold story of gender inequality against men in India

Indian society, long entrenched in
patriarchy and gender inequality
against women, is now grappling
with an overlooked dimension of the
issue—gender inequality against
menIndian society has always been
dominated by patriarchy and gender
inequality against women. However,
the two recent suicides of a techie
and a head constable, both alleging
extortion and harassment by their
estranged wives and families, point
to a highly skewed, female-oriented
and obsolete legal framework.
Gender inequality largely remains a
half-told story, deprived of the male
counterpart.  The legal system in
India favours women with the dowry
laws in India being specifically high-
ly discriminatory. As per section

113B of the Indian Evidence Act,
1872 (now Bhartiya Saksham
Adhiyam, 2023) if a married woman
commits suicide within 7 years of
marriage, it is assumed that the hus-
band or his family abetted suicide,
while the same does not apply to
women. Marriage litigation experts
claim that when women file com-
plaints against their husbands and
families, the dynamics of abuse and
unclear documentation frequently
make these cases highly complex and
a woman’s statement is usually con-
sidered at face value, creating a sig-
nificant imbalance in the legal
process.Additionally, females also
get a preference in the custody of
children especially in younger ages
below 5 years, in most divorce cases,

as per the Hindu Minority and
Guardianship Act, 1956.
According to the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) 2022
data, men accounted for
1,22,724 suicides out of a total of
1,70,896.This is 71.81 per cent
of all suicides. The data also
highlights that a man commits
suicide every 4.45 minutes while
a woman every 9 minutes.
Moreover, the rate of suicide
among married men is three
times that of married women. In
2021 as many as 81,063 married
men committed suicide while the
women’s figure stood at

28,660.Family problems and mar-
riage-related issues were the leading
causes of suicide in metropolitan
cities, accounting for 32.5 per cent of
the cases. Gender inequality towards
men finds limited discussions both
culturally and in academic research,
not just in India but globally.
However, a closer look at the facts
reveals a biased feminist societal
structure predominantly.According
to the founder of a Delhi-based
organisation, Purush Ayog, society
stereotypes assume that ‘males can-
not be victims’, which leads to igno-
rance and neglect of the issues facing
them. A study by Stoet and Geary,
2019 for 134 countries claimed that
men were more disadvantaged in 91
(68 per cent) countries than women.

They argued that the Global Gender
Gap was flawed, due to lopsided
measuring techniques, which did not
include situations where men are dis-
advantaged, due to the absence of lit-
erature.  Another study in France
found that discrimination against
men in female-dominated work-
places is more prevalent than dis-
crimination against women in male-
dominated workplaces. Similar
examples of reverse sexism, with
anti-male prejudice are vastly preva-
lent, but ironically barely quoted.The
mental health research is also
focussed on women, and scholars
warn of the problems faced by men
as a ‘silent epidemic’. In the legal
framework, the female culprits are
less likely to have longer and more
stringent imprisonment for similar
crimes.   Women’s liberalisation and
empowerment are necessary for a
progressive social structure and
developed economy. Still, a gender-
equal status should not be thrived at
the cost of male exploitation.In mod-
ern-day society, with evolving gender
roles and relationships; better educa-
tion and awareness; and a feminism
gaining force, balanced matrimonial
laws are more pertinent than ever.
The government must consider
amending marriage laws to include
prenuptial agreements to address
financial complexities, disputes, and
legal rights.
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Need for a unified global strategy against terrorism
Nations must come together to share a
common vision and adopt a multilay-
ered approach that prioritises security,
innovation and collaborationIn the face
of escalating transnational terrorism,
there is an urgent need for a comprehen-
sive global anti-terror strategy. Such a
plan should involve a shared strategic
vision and a unified, multilayered
approach to ensure safety and security
across borders. To counter the evolving
threats, nations must develop a fresh
perspective that emphasises mature
international cooperation and robust
retaliation strategies to deter destabilis-
ing activities.
Strengthening International
Cooperation 
Collaboration among nations is essen-
tial to design and implement an inte-
grated strategic framework. This
includes pooling development funds,
fostering mutual trust and crafting plans
to address shared security challenges.
India, with its growing prominence on
the global stage, is well-positioned to
lead such efforts.Its successful handling
of key responsibilities—such as the
G20 Presidency, leadership in the Quad
Group, and chairing organizations like
Interpol and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization—demonstrates its capa-
bility to drive global strategic initia-
tives.India’s role in enhancing multi-

layered security cooperation can serve
as a model for addressing issues like the
financing of terrorism, enhancing polic-
ing collaboration, countering cyber
threats, and leveraging technological
advancements. Tightened border and
maritime security measures, coupled
with efficient intelligence-sharing, are
critical components of this strategy. 
Adapting to Evolving Challenges 
The nature of global threats has become
more severe, with adversaries employ-
ing increasingly sophisticated tactics.
This calls for an adaptable and proac-
tive approach to strategic policymak-
ing.Nations, particularly in Asia, must
diversify their strategies and implement
forward-looking recommendations to
effectively counter emerging chal-

lenges. A mod-
ernised approach to
safety and security
is imperative to out-
pace organised
threats and propa-
ganda-driven terror
networks. 
Bridging Policy
Gaps 
A significant gap
exists between theo-
retical strategies and
their practical appli-
cation in countering
terrorism. Regional

political actors must engage in rigorous
policy analysis and embrace innovative
approaches to address these shortcom-
ings. More integrated programs that
support both military and law enforce-
ment agencies are necessary to
strengthen their efficiency in combating
propaganda and terror. Community
development within regional alliances
like the Quad can also foster resilience
against destabilising forces. 
Addressing Underlying Socio-econom-
ic Factors 
In a globalised world, the imbalance of
power and inequality in the internation-
al economy often fuel terrorism. Socio-
economic disparities create fertile
ground for non-state actors to exploit

psychological vulnerabilities and prop-
agate extremist ideologies. To counter
this, nations must dismantle the mecha-
nisms that enable the spread of false
narratives and ill-intentioned ideolo-
gies. 
Specialised Counter-Terrorism
Frameworks 
A robust counter-terrorism strategy
must include specialised think tanks
and talent development programmes.
These institutions can provide tactical
expertise, real-time feedback, and inno-
vative solutions to address evolving
threats.Interactive communication
between intelligence, law enforcement
and military branches can further
enhance operational efficiency. A mod-
ern, vigilant, and assertive network of
military, police, and paramilitary forces
must replace outdated systems to
address the complexities of modern ter-
rorism. 
The Path Forward 
To combat terrorism effectively, nations
must overcome entrenched mindsets
and outdated practices. Strategic plan-
ning should evolve to address the reali-
ties of state-sponsored terrorism and
propaganda. Establishing a new con-
sensus on international security and fos-
tering a collaborative global environ-
ment are vital for achieving long-term
stability. 

LPG subsidies: Give it to the poor and needy
As state-owned oil companies grapple with
massive losses from selling LPG below cost,
the Govt is set to allocate Rs 35,000 crore in
subsidies to mitigate the financial
burdenDuring the current financial year (FY)
2024-25, the state-owned Indian Oil
Corporation Ltd (IOC), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL), and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (HPCL) are
expected to incur an under-recovery of Rs
19,550 crore, Rs 10,400 crore and Rs 10,570
crore respectively on sales of LPG to house-
hold consumers. To make up for this loss
totalling Rs 40,500 crore, the Union
Government is likely to provide a subsidy of
Rs 35,000 crore. In the Budget for 2025-26, to
be presented on February 1, 2025, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will make a pro-
vision of Rs 10,000 crore in the revised esti-
mate (RE) for the current FY and the remain-
ing Rs 25,000 crore in the budget estimate
(BE) for 2025-26.The under-recovery arose
because these corporations sold LPG for Rs
803 per 14.2-kg cylinder against the cost of
supplying at the retail point being higher. The
cost is calculated as the refinery-gate price or
RGP (taken as import parity price or IPP and
export parity price or EPP in the ratio of
80:20) plus freight, marketing costs, market-
ing margin, dealers’ commission, and taxes
and duties. During the current FY, the cost is
Rs 1043 per cylinder, and the loss is Rs 240
per cylinder which on total sales of 169 crore
cylinders would be Rs 40,500 crore. Modi -
government had stopped giving subsidies on
LPG during FY 2021-22. Then, how come, it
continues to make huge payments from the
budget? LPG is an environment and human-
friendly fuel that meets the needs of millions
of households (HHs).Subsidy on LPG ought
to be given only to those HHs who are poor.
The government also needs to track the

income status of the beneficiaries and with-
draw support from those who become better
off and can pay cost-based prices. Ignoring
these cardinal principles, the subsidy was
given to anyone who had an LPG connection.
It went to all and sundry including the rich.
The poor who alone should have got it sat at
the bottom. According to the Economic
Survey (2015-16), only 0.07 per cent of LPG
subsidies in rural areas went to a fifth of the
poorest households. In urban areas, the poor-
est fifth got only 8.2 per cent.A lot of subsi-
dies went to fake beneficiaries or the diver-
sion of stocks (albeit subsidised) of LPG
cylinders to hotels, restaurants, and other
commercial users. Despite lacking sound jus-
tification, sheer populism drove politicians to
give subsidies to all and sundry. They found
ways to give it without taking the burden on
the Centre’s balance sheet. Initially, the sub-
sidy on LPG (besides petrol and diesel) was
cross-funded/subsidised by charging more on
the sale of other products such as fuel oil,
naphtha, ATF, etc. hence, no burden on the
budget. In 2002-03, the Vajpayee-led NDA
government ended the above system and
decided to give subsidies on these products
directly from the budget with the intent to
eventually disband them. But, that was not to
be.The UPA government which took charge in
2004, even while continuing with subsidised
sales, used disingenuous methods such as the
issue of oil bonds to IOCL/BPCL/HPCL
(instead of losses incurred by them due to sell-
ing these products at below-cost prices), and
sale of domestic crude oil by stated owned
upstream oil and gas companies viz. Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) and Oil
India Limited (OIL), etc. at a discounted price
to these fuel refiners-cum-retailers.In June
2010, petrol was decontrolled followed by
diesel in November 2014. As for LPG, the

Kelkar Committee recommended the removal
of 25 per cent of the subsidy in 2012-13 and
75 per cent in the following two years. Modi
Government which took charge in May 2014,
started acting on it but in a calibrated manner.
On January 1, 2015, it launched a direct ben-
efit transfer (DBT) of subsidy. Under DBT, oil
PSUs deliver the cylinder to the beneficiaries
at a full cost-based price and follow it up by
depositing a subsidy in the beneficiary’s
account.In turn, they claim reimbursement of
the subsidy amount from the Centre. This
helped in eliminating fake beneficiaries and
curbing misuse that was inherent in the erst-
while system wherein subsidy was embedded
in the price. But, the government couldn’t
muster the courage to trim the number of ben-
eficiary HHs sans Modi requesting the rich to
give up on their own.   The FY 2020-21 was a
boon, viewed from a subsidy angle. In that
year, there was a steep decline in internation-
al prices (due to the COVID-19 pandemic)
leading to a fall in the cost of supplying an
LPG cylinder to a low of Rs 600; hence, it
could be given to all HHs at Rs 600 requiring
no subsidy support. The BE of Rs 36,000
crore for that year was used largely to clear
past dues of oil PSUs and provide free gas
connections under the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY).During 2021-22
when the international price rose due to wan-
ing COVID and demand revival, the cost of
LPG zoomed to over Rs 900 per cylinder.This
prompted the government to give subsidies
but only to the PMUY beneficiaries. They
were 9.6 crore out of a total of 33 crore HHs.
It spent Rs 14,000 crore during that year.
During 2022-23, it spent Rs 9,170 crore. But,
this doesn’t tell the full story.   From June
2020 to June 2022, the government had asked
the three fuel retailers namely
IOCL/BPCL/HPCL to sell LPG at a price

below cost and gave them a one-time grant of
Rs 22,000 crore to compensate for the losses
incurred in 2021-22 and 2022-23 (against
under-recovery of Rs 28,250 crore).This was
nothing but subsidy (albeit ‘hidden’) given to
all and sundry, and not just PMUY beneficiar-
ies. In the Budget for 2023-24, it kept the BE
for LPG subsidy at Rs 2,257 crore. As in the
previous two years, that allocation was meant
to cover subsidy to PMUY beneficiary HHs
@ Rs 200 per cylinder for up to 12 refills per
year.  However, to benefit all the 33 crore
HHs, on August 29, 2023, the Union Cabinet
approved a reduction in the price by Rs 200
per cylinder effective from August 30, 2023,
thereby enabling the PSU retailers to sell it at
Rs 903 per cylinder (Delhi).  Taking 4 fills per
HH, @Rs 200 per cylinder, the annual burden
comes to Rs 26,400 crore (200x4x33).Since
the decision was effective from August 30,
2023, for the remaining seven months of FY
2023-24, the outgo would be around Rs
15,300 crore. On March 9, 2024, the fuel
retailers namely IOCL/BPCL/HPCL were
asked to cut the price by another Rs 100 per
cylinder (courtesy, of general elections) to Rs
803.During the current FY 2024-25, the price
has remained unchanged despite the cost
remaining at an elevated level.   The under-
recovery for 2023-24 and 2024-25 thus comes
to over Rs 40,000 crore of which the Centre
now wants to reimburse Rs 35,000 crore. This
and the earlier payment of Rs 22,000 crore for
loss incurred by IOCL/BPCL/HPCL during
2021-22 and 2022-23 could have been avoid-
ed if only it had stuck to its earlier stance of
restricting LPG subsidy only to the poor HHs
and keeping it transparent. But, this is
unthinkable in the current political climate
wherein all decisions based on sound eco-
nomic logic are hamstrung by populism.
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