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Reverse prain drain:

By harnessing the knowledge, net-
works and expertise of these

returnees, India is laying the foun-
dation for a resilient and competi-

tive economylndia has witnessed a

mass exodus of talent for decades,

as highly skilled professionals and ™4

students left the country in search
of better opportunities abroad.
This phenomenon, known as
‘brain drain’, has historically
deprived the country of its bright-
est minds. However, the tide is
reversing, with individuals return-
ing to their home country, as seen
in the recent past. With acquired
skills and rich experience, the
‘reverse brain drain’ is increasing-
ly becoming a powerful force in
India’s economic growth and
development. This comes against
the backdrop of India’s fast-paced
economic growth, combined with
government initiatives and an
evolving entrepreneurial ecosys-
tem that has made the country an
attractive destination for global
talent, including those who once
left its shores. This shift is not
about just people coming back;
it’s about knowledge transfer,
innovation, and global networks
essential to building a competitive
and resilient economy.

Economic and Entrepreneurial
Opportunities Driving Return

In most cases, what has caused
this reverse brain drain is the
prospect of available opportunities
in India. The growth pattern of
India as a country with an upward
economic trajectory brings with it
demand for science, technology,
and innovation skills from profes-
sionals in their fields.Returnees
easily get absorbed in suitable
roles since their international
experience puts them on top of the
sought-after candidates at startups,
large multinational companies,
and research centres. Government
initiatives like Make in India,
Startup India, and Atmanirbhar
Bharat have further made India
more attractive. These initiatives
encourage entrepreneurship, self-
reliance, and innovation by offer-
ing financial incentives, regulatory
support, and access to infrastruc-
ture. Thus, many Indian profes-
sionals who had earlier worked in
global hubs such as Silicon Valley
are returning to start their startups
or take up leadership roles in
Indian enterprises.For example,
several Indian entrepreneurs who
have returned from the United
States or the United Kingdom are
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bringing skilled
professionals back
to drive progress
across sectors. In
the case of tech-
nology, returnees

at

the helm of billion-dollar startups
in India today.They cut across fin-
tech, e-commerce, health tech, and
renewable energy among other
sectors that create jobs and spur
economic growth. Their global
networks and access to venture
capital give them a competitive
edge that will allow them to scale
their businesses quickly and effec-
tively.

The Role of Overseas Education
in Shaping Talent

Education in foreign lands serves
as the core of the reverse brain
drain. In 2024, more than 13.35
lakh students from India pursued
education abroad, of which the
USA, Canada, the UK, Australia,
and Germany were among the top
destinations. In general, courses in
engineering, business manage-
ment, medicine, and technology
attract Indian students with prom-
ising career avenues.This interna-
tional education equips students
with advanced knowledge, techni-
cal skills, and a global perspec-
tive. Many also gain valuable
work experience abroad before
deciding to return to India.A key
facilitator in this journey has been
the rise of Al-powered consultan-
cy platforms that streamline the
process of studying abroad. These
platforms help students identify
the best courses, universities, and
countries based on their aspira-
tions and career goals.They also
help with visa processes, and edu-
cation loans, and even offer post-
admission help, so everything
goes off smoothly. These consul-
tancies not only empower students
in terms of succeeding abroad but
also lay the groundwork for their
potential contributions upon
returning to India while bridging
the gap between students and
global education systems.
Benefits of Reverse Brain Drain
for India

The reverse brain drain is an econ-
omy-changing force for India,

—_-: provide cutting-
_ edge expertise in
£ areas like artificial
~ intelligence,
biotechnology,
and clean energy,
which ensure that
India is not left
behind globally. The knowledge
that these returnees provide cre-
ates technological advances that
benefit both industries and society.
Entreprene urship and innovation
also pick up pace as returnees start
new ventures, create jobs, and
develop innovative products and
services that address local and
global challenges. This not only
increases employment but also
makes India a creative solutions
hub.Furthermore, these profes-
sionals enhance scientific collabo-
ration by connecting Indian insti-
tutions with international research
networks, thereby facilitating the
exchange of ideas and resources in
areas such as healthcare and
renewable energy.The economic
impact is equally strong as the
reverse brain drain strengthens
productivity, draws in foreign
investment, and propels GDP
growth.
Key Challenges and the Way
Forward
Although reverse brain drain
promises to boost Indian growth
immensely, bureaucratic red tape,
infrastructural inadequacies, and
differing work environments in
India versus the developed world
will still prevent most profession-
als from coming back. This will
only come true when registration
procedures, tax regimes, and the
regime for intellectual property
become more simplified, paving
the way for returnees to establish
enterprises or meaningfully con-
tribute to organizations.To tap into
returning talent effectively, India
must improve its infrastructure:
world-class research facilities,
modern educational institutions,
and strong health care. More com-
petitive incentives to attract inter-
national talent include tax breaks,
grants for research, and easier
access to funding. Only then will
the reverse brain drain convert
into practical input toward the
nation’s economic growth and
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A game-changer for grow

innovation.

Government Initiatives and Policy
Support

The Indian government has been
proactively capitalising on reverse
brain drain. By setting up innova-
tion hubs, funding startup compa-
nies, and collaborating with
world-class research institutes, the
country is attracting much-needed
talent as well as fostering innova-
tion. Many countries have imple-
mented policies and incentives to
encourage skilled professionals to
return to their home countries. For
example, Taiwan created the
Hsinchu Science Park and offered
tax cuts to encourage the develop-
ment of high-tech industries. Such
policies not only encourage the
return of skilled professionals but
also provide them with a platform
to flourish.

The Global Context and Its
Implications

Interestingly, reverse brain drain is
not an Indian phenomenon alone.
Developed countries like the
United States and the United
Kingdom are losing talent due to
restrictive immigration policies
and limited opportunities for
career advancement. For example,
America’s flawed immigration
policies have inadvertently driven
away skilled professionals who
are now contributing to India’s
growth.This shift points to a wider
paradigm wherein developing
countries are transformational cen-
tres of innovation and economic
activity. It could also help India
emerge as a global leader in sec-
tors ranging from technology to
healthcare.

A Bright Future for Reverse Brain
Drain

The reverse brain drain represents
a new paradigm in India’s journey
to become a global economic
superpower. In this new scenario,
talent can be an asset to the coun-
try by nurturing innovation and
fostering collaboration. With gov-
ernment support, private sector
participation, and an emphasis on
developing world-class infrastruc-
ture, the country is poised to turn
reverse brain drain into a sus-
tained growth driver.In doing so,
this movement is not only for
India but reshapes the global tal-
ent landscape with a new reality
of importance- inclusive and
dynamic economies in a more
integrated and interconnected
world.




SODV0 19 2550 2025

19 SUNDAY JANUARY 2025

Mg‘\ %

Wﬂﬁﬂﬁ HMIHHWJH

OurActlons Shape Our Lives

Karmaphalas—the results of our
actions—are an undeniable force
shaping our lives We all should
know about karmaphalas. These
are the results of both good and
bad karma (acts) done by us in
the past with our minds, words
and bodies. | have mentioned
minds separately from bodies
because karmas done by the
mind are subtle. And they can be
quite lethal. What is a mental
disease? You have guessed right; |
it is caused by our
minds.Similarly, words are no
less dangerous. Yes, words can
be very deadly, as experienced by
all of us, when we choose to speak
foolishly. And these bad karmapha-
las can manifest at any age but they
hurt the most in old age when we
are weak and not left with many
options.This is when a person
laments about his bad luck and there
are not many sympathisers. Aren’t
we written off as we age? This arti-
cle describes what we can do about
it. We are not so helpless after all.
The first step is to stop doing all bad
acts right from this moment. And we
know what these are. Goodness has

A spectacle

The Kumbh Mela highlights the blend of
tradition and modernity. It links cosmic
phenomena with earthly rituals while fos-
tering community feeling The grand

r“.

Maha Kumbh Mela, one of the most mag- |

nificent spiritual gatherings in the world,
is here. The Uttar Pradesh government
has meticulously prepared to host this
sacred festival — happening once every 12
years — with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi personally monitoring the develop-
ments. Began on January 13, 2025, the
Maha Kumbbh is anticipated to draw an
awe-inspiring congregation of over 45
crores — a footfall of around 450 million
pilgrims, saints, ascetics and tourists —
devotees.At the heart of this divine cele-
bration, is the (coming together)
‘Sangam’ — the sacred confluence of the
Ganga, Yamuna, and the mystical
Saraswati rivers. Millions of devotees
will come together to take a holy dip,
seeking spiritual cleansing and blessings.
The Maha Kumbh is a timeless testament
to faith, unity, and the eternal connection
between humanity and the divine, that
owes its origins to mythology and history.
Devotees believe that a dip during the
auspicious planetary alignments cleanses
sins and paves the way for Moksha (liber-
ation). Swami Sivananda, the Yoga Guru,
and a proponent of Vedanta, rightly point-
ed out that “The holy dip at the Kumbh
Mela is not just a ritual; it is a profound
surrender to the divine.” Mythologically
connected, the legend of ‘Samudra
Manthan’, or the Churning of the Ocean,
Is the cornerstone of its mythological sig-
nificance. According to ancient scriptures,

-y

1o mcrease in us by doing all acts of

goodness.\We must speak pleasantly;
we should see goodness pro-
grammes; we should stick to foods
In goodness; and so on. What this
will do is protect us from the ill
effects of our present acts, to begin
with. Controller mental must be
curbed; one must become realistic
because there is only one controller
and that is God. If it wasn’t so we
will obtain whatever we desire,
which hardly even happens. The ego
must be curbed because there is only
one superior entity, which is God.

alth, Unity and cosmic

gods and demons churned the ocean to
obtain the nectar of immortality
(Amrit).As the Gods carried away the
nectar, a few drops fell at four locations —
Haridwar, Prayagraj, Nashik and Ujjain —
and these places became sacred. Thus
began the tradition of the Kumbh Mela.
Scholar Diana Eck, professor of
Comparative Religion and Indian Studies
at Harvard University notes that “The
Kumbh Mela reflects the Indian ethos of
integrating mythology with geography,
turning the mundane into the
sacred.”References to Kumbha appear in
Vedic texts like the Rigveda, Yajurveda,
Samaveda, and Atharvaveda. It is also
linked to the zodiac sign Aquarius, an
astrological interpretation influenced by
Greek ideas in the late 1st millennium
CE. ‘“Mela’ means “assembly” or “gather-
ing” and signifies fairs or communal cele-
brations, as found in ancient Hindu

texts. Together, Kumbha Mela refers to a
“gathering centered around water or the
nectar of immortality.” Historically, the
first recorded mention of the Kumbh

All our lives we
try to prove our
superiority and
what happens?
We become very
unpopular with
others, especial-
ly with our fami-
ly members,
whom we des-
perately need in
our old age.
Spiritual prac-
tices must be

: started in the

At --:——-— » rlght earnest.
3*'%‘" o They will make a
lot of sense if we realise that we are
souls, parts of God.

Shouldn’t parts be dependent on the
whole? Should we not be respectful
towards God, just like a son is sup-
posed to be towards his father?
Don’t we thank others when they do
us some favour? God is forever
doing us many favours. To begin
with, He has provided all essentials
free like the light of the sun, water,
air containing oxygen, etc. God has
to help ultimately because fate can-
not be changed by anyone else. He

Mela can be traced back to the
writings of the Chinese traveller
Hiuen Tsang in the 7th century
CE. Hiuen Tsang documented
... several key events during
y .?: Harsha’s (Harshavardhana ruled
‘3""_ ¢ over much of northern India
% from 606 to 647 AD and his
"= reign is regarded as one of rela-

~ tive peace and prosperity) reign.
TR Tsang also documented the
§ %, Kumbh Mela festival in Prayag

% which Harsha attended.Over

~ centuries, the festival evolved

from a modest gathering of ascetics to a
colossal event that attracts millions. The
historical transformation of the Kumbh
Mela underscores its resilience and adapt-
ability, blending spiritual fervour with
societal changes. A defining feature of the
Kumbh Mela is the presence of saints,
seers, and spiritual leaders who guide the
masses. Various ‘Akharas’ (monastic
orders) play a pivotal role in preserving
and propagating Sanatan Dharma. The
ascetics, often clad in saffron robes or
ash, symbolise the renunciation of world-
ly desires. The ritual bath in the rivers
further holds deep symbolic meaning. It
signifies the washing away of one’s ego
and sins, allowing a fresh spiritual begin-
ning. Historian William Dalrymple
observes, “The saints at the Kumbh Mela
are the custodians of India’s timeless spir-
itual heritage.” The Kumbh Mela beauti-
fully embodies the fusion of religion and
science. Its timing, rooted in precise
astronomical calculations, reflects the
profound significance of Hindu cosmolo-

also doesn’t, but helps to deal with
bad karmaphalas; we won’t end up
badly. (9.31) This is a very big
‘kripa’ but more important is His
mercy in protecting us from our
good karmaphalas, when we are
most likely to hurt ourselves badly.
Because it is hard to tolerate good
times. And God and only God can
help in improving our nature, which
Is also part of our fate.Doesn’t our
nature let us down time and again?
We see people destroying them-
selves by angry acts, lusty behav-
iour, envious attitudes, etc. God pro-
tects us from foolish acts, if we
remain in His shelter.I am very
scared about the prospect of ill fate
in my old age when | am already
weak. God has to protect me.l am
not taking any chances; | have taken
God’s shelter. Only God is the one
who can help, being the owner and
controller. God can intervene and
God does for His devotees. (The
Bhagavad-Geeta 18.58) Wouldn’t
this make us peaceful? It has made
me gradually as my connection with
God is getting strengthened by my
spiritual practices. Please don’t take
chances.

significance

gy. When Jupiter enters Aquarius and the
Sun moves into Aries, planetary align-
ments create an auspicious period for
spiritual connection.This sacred festival
links cosmic phenomena with earthly ritu-
als, highlighting the deep interconnection
between the universe and human spiritu-
ality. Aryabhata’s pioneering work in
celestial phenomena, including planetary
motion and eclipses, continues to influ-
ence the Kumbh’s timing.The Kumbh
Mela is also a melting pot of cultures,
philosophies, and humanity. Participants
range from reclusive ascetics to common
people and even international visitors.
This diversity underscores the universali-
ty of the quest for spiritual enlightenment.
Sociologist Sudhir Kakar once wrote that
the “Kumbh Mela is not merely a reli-
gious event but a grand celebration of
human interconnectedness.” The
exchange of ideas, rituals, and philoso-
phies at the Mela fosters a unique sense
of global unity.Hosting millions of pil-
grims at the Kumbh Mela demands metic-
ulous planning, leveraging cutting-edge
technologies like Al-powered crowd man-
agement systems, drone surveillance for
security, and mobile health clinics to han-
dle medical emergencies. Mobile apps
and live-streaming services ensured
smooth communication and global acces-
sibility for devotees. The 2025 Kumbh
will span an expanded area of 800
hectares, featuring 1.8 lakh tents and 101
smart parking facilities for five lakh vehi-
cles daily. Despite the challenges, the
event seamlessly blends tradition and
modernity.
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