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India’s maritime legacy: Lessons from history
Revisiting India’s maritime legacy

can drive advancements in naval strength,
trade security and regional cooperation,
paving the way for a strong maritime
futureIndia has a rich maritime history dat-
ing back to the Indus Valley civilisation.
People of ancient Indian empires such as
Mauryas and Cholas were active seafarers
who undertook long and arduous voyages
for trade, cultural, religious and political
causes. Various regional powers and rulers
such as Marathas, Marakkars and even
Mughals tried to contest the ascendancy of
European naval supremacy in Indian
waters. The present-day Indian Navy was
born out of the Royal Indian Navy in 1947,
with already meagre assets divided
between India and Pakistan. As a result,
the Indian Navy was initially a coastal
force responsible for coastal defence and
protection of maritime trade. The Indian
Navy proved its mettle during the libera-
tion war of Bangladesh in 1971.The deci-
sive and bold actions by the Navy in the
1971 war made the nation realise the
potential of the silent, yet dynamic and
effective element of the comprehensive
national power. Commencing with the
international humanitarian and disaster
relief operations in the aftermath of the
2004 Tsunami, the Indian Navy has signif-
icantly stepped up its operational
tempo.The recent successes of the Indian
Navy in anti-piracy operations in the Gulf
of Aden protecting mariners of various
nationalities, including Pakistanis, have
been internationally appreciated. Indian

Navy ships have evacuated personnel of
the Indian diaspora and citizens of friend-
ly foreign countries from conflict areas
such as Lebanon (2006) and Yemen
(2015).Ancient Indian Maritime Culture
As India strives for its rightful position on
the global stage, we need to revive and
study the historical and indigenous Indian
maritime strategic thought. Our scriptures,
treatises and literature reference the rich
Indian maritime strategic culture. Other
powers that arose in the Indian sub-conti-
nent such as Satavahanas, Pallavas,
Pandyas, Cholas and many others contin-
ued the rich maritime traditions of the
Indian civilisation well past the decline of
the mighty Mauryan empire. The adoption
of a new naval ensign inspired by the spir-
it of Shivaji’s maritime endeavours is a
step in this direction that needs to be
ingrained in the ethos of all maritime and
naval endeavours of the nation.Shivaji’s
Maritime Endeavours: The Marathas were

the only Indian power between the
17th to early 19th centuries who suc-
cessfully challenged the growing
European influence in Indian
waters.Shivaji, his son Sambhaji
Maharaj and their able Admirals such
as Mayank Bhandari, Dautat Khan,
Sidhoji Gujar and legendary Kanhoji
Angre raised and maintained a strong
Navy of over 5000 personnel com-
prising over 300 vessels at its peak.
Noted historian Jadunath Sarkar
acknowledges that “Nothing proves
Shivaji’s genius as a born statesman

more clearly than his creation of a navy
and naval bases”. The Maratha naval
prowess was further consolidated under
Maratha Admiral Kanhoji Angre from
1699 onwards. He effectively challenged
the British maritime power on the West
coast from his base at Vijaydurg in
Ratnagiri.His tactics of attacking the deep
draught British ships with shallow water
crafts, utilising the shelter of shallow nat-
ural harbour and fortress with mounted
heavy guns were akin to typical sea denial
and littoral warfare operations practised by
modern navies. Such was the Maratha
naval supremacy that even a combined
Anglo-Portuguese assault on Kolaba
island of Mumbai in 1772 failed to dis-
lodge the Marathas. Strategic Maritime
Culture of Cholas The earliest mention of
Chola’s naval prowess dating back to
Roman records of the 1st century AD
highlights the presence of a flourishing
port at Kaveripatnam and the King’s fleet

escorting merchant ships into the har-
bour.The Periplus of the Erythrean Sea
mentions the voyage of the early Chola
ship ‘Colandia’ from Kaveripatnam to
islands in the Pacific Ocean. The maritime
power of Cholas reached its peak between
the 9th and 10th centuries during which
the Cholas developed a strong Navy with
Blue Water capabilities and established
robust trade links with China and South
East Asia. The seafarers of the Chola
empire had exceptional navigational skills
and, an understanding of the seas, mon-
soons, winds and currents. They were con-
versant with the use of a 32-point Arab-
Tamil wind compass and as many as 56
stars in the Northern Hemisphere for navi-
gation. Despite the lack of a rudder and
magnetic compass, the Cholas seafarers
could traverse the distance between India
and Southeast Asia in twelve to fifteen
days, indicative of their Blue Water capa-
bility. The maritime endeavours of c
Cholas provide valuable insights for stake-
holders of the contemporary Indian mar-
itime strategy. The Indian maritime out-
look for the Indian Ocean Region that has
evolved from the ‘Look East’ to ‘Act East’
and the Security and Growth for All in the
Region (SAGAR) can draw inspiration
from India’s maritime legacy. Initiatives
like anti-piracy missions in the Gulf of
Aden, HADR missions, Sagarmala and
Port Led Development, SAGAR, Atma
Nirbharta and Make in India etc. have
common threads with the maritime prac-
tices of Cholas.

South Korea faces its gravest political crisis
Yoon's actions threaten the demo-

cratic foundations painstakingly built over
decades, echoing a legacy of authoritarian-
ism that South Korea has fought to
overcomePresident Yoon Suk-yeol has
plunged South Korea into a political crisis
that risks echoing the darkest chapters of
the nation’s history. As his administration
teeters on the edge of a dramatic shift,
Yoon has turned to martial law, invoking
emergency powers in a desperate gambit
to silence political opposition and maintain
control.The implications of his actions are
profound, not just for his presidency, but
for South Korea's ongoing struggle with its
totalitarian past, its relationship with for-
eign powers, and its own identity as a
modern democracy. South Koreans fought
so hard to build a democratic system.
Under South Korea’s Constitution, the
president has the authority to declare mar-
tial law in the face of military threats or a
national emergency. However, the reasons
Yoon provided for his declaration—oppo-
sition-driven impeachment efforts, budget-
ary clashes, and an increasingly fractured
political spectrum—hardly constitute a
national crisis of the magnitude that would
justify such a drastic measure.The events
surrounding Yoon’s attempt to invoke
emergency powers are not isolated; they
represent the continuation of a deeply
ingrained political pattern, where martial
law is not only a tool of governance but a
reminder of a nation’s struggle between
democracy and repression.The debate sur-
rounding Yoon’s leadership has drawn
comparisons to previous impeachments in
South Korea, particularly those of Roh
Moo-hyun and Park Geun-hye. Roh, in
2004, faced impeachment over election
law violations, though the Constitutional
Court reinstated him. Less than a decade

later, Park was ousted through impeach-
ment over a corruption scandal.Yoon,
while not yet facing the same fate, is set to
have his impeachment voted on today fol-
lowing his controversial declaration of
martial law, which lasted only six hours
and was rejected by lawmakers and the
public. Whether or not he survives, South
Korea remains trapped in a cycle of politi-
cal crises, where democratic ideals clash
with despotic impulses, reflecting a histor-
ical legacy that has shaped the nation for
over a century.To understand the scope of
South Korea’s political turmoil, one must
look at the country’s history with martial
law—a tool that has long been used by
political elites to stifle dissent and assert
control.South Korea’s 20th century is
defined by foreign intervention, division,
and military rule. Following Japan’s brutal
annexation of Korea in 1910, martial law
became a key instrument of colonial
repression, aimed at quelling any resist-
ance to Japanese imperial rule. The atroci-
ties of this period, from forced labour to
the sexual enslavement of women, left
deep scars on the Korean psyche.It was a
time when the very concept of Korean
autonomy seemed impossible, as external
powers sought to mould the country to fit
their interests.The end of Japanese rule in
1945, after World War II, did not herald
peace for the Korean Peninsula. Instead,
Korea was divided into two zones of occu-
pation: the Soviet-controlled North and the
American-controlled South.The subse-
quent Korean War (1950–1953) left the
country in ruins, its political and social
fabric torn apart by the conflict. In the
aftermath, South Korea was deeply reliant
on American military protection, a
dependency that would come to define the
country’s geopolitical position during the

Cold War.But South Korea’s reliance on
foreign power came at a cost.The U.S.,
though a key ally, often dictated the direc-
tion of South Korean politics, using its
military presence to enforce stability while
limiting the country’s true political auton-
omy. By 1953, when the armistice was
signed, the U.S. had established a major
military presence in South Korea, which
would grow over the coming decades.This
military dominance, coupled with South
Korea’s internal political instability, creat-
ed fertile ground for martial law to flourish
as a means of maintaining control.One of
the most infamous instances of martial law
came in 1961 when General Park Chung-
hee seized power in a military coup. Park’s
regime, which lasted for over a decade,
was characterised by authoritarian rule,
but also rapid industrialisation, transform-
ing South Korea into one of Asia’s eco-
nomic powerhouses. His government used
martial law to suppress political opposition
and silence dissent, paving the way for fur-
ther military interventions in South
Korea’s political life.Even after Park’s
assassination in 1979, his successors con-
tinued to rely on dictatorial measures to
control the populace, with the 1980
Gwangju Uprising standing as a stark
reminder of the brutality of military rule. It
was only after the uprisings of 1987, fol-
lowing widespread protests, that South
Korea began its transition to a more demo-
cratic system—though martial law rem
ained an ever-present force in the back-
ground, a reminder of the fragility of its
democratic institutions.The current politi-
cal crisis, however, is not just about Yoon’s
leadership or the fractured state of South
Korea’s political structure. It is also a
reflection of the country’s broader struggle
with its geopolitical position. As the U.S.

continues to view South Korea as a critical
ally in its efforts to counter China’s rise,
the country’s internal divisions risk under-
mining its role as a stable partner in the
region. The growing U.S. military pres-
ence over the decades, with South Korea
becoming home to the largest U.S. military
base in a foreign country—Camp Humphr
eys—has been a key feature of this rela-
tionship. The presence of 28,500 U.S.
troops, the THAAD missile defence sys-
tem, and the constant military drills aimed
at countering the threat from North Korea
and China, have turned South Korea into a
crucial outpost for American interests in
East Asia.In this context, the political insta
bility surrounding President Yoon and his
administration is more than just an internal
affair—it is a matter of global significance.
The U.S. cannot afford to let South
Korea’s internal divisions spiral out of
control, especially as tensions with North
Korea and China continue to escalate.If
South Korea cannot reconcile its internal
political fractures, it risks becoming an
unreliable ally in the eyes of its most
important partner. This would have signif-
icant consequences, not just for South
Korea, but for the broader geopolitical ram
ifications of NATO’s eastward expansion
and the “Pivot to Asia” strategy coined by
former President Barack Oba ma, which
continues to haunt Asian countries.
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Massive Rs. 2,600 Crore Compensation for Tragic Park Death!
Within the domain of

beguilement parks, where excite-
ment and energy interweave, an
awful story has risen that casts a
long shadow over the delight of
rides. The case of 14-year-old Tire
Sampson, who fell to his passing
from the Free Drop Tower at
Symbol Stop in Orlando, serves as a
stark update of the potential perils
prowling behind the charm of high-
speed attractions. In a later court
administration, the family of Tire
was granted an amazing stipend of
?2,624 crore (roughly $310 million)
after a jury found the ride's producer
obligated for net carelessness in guar-
anteeing traveler security.Tyre's deadly
mishap happened in Walk 2022 amid a
spring break trip with his football
group. In spite of surpassing the ride's
weight restrain of 129 kilograms by
over 40 kilograms, he was allowed to
board the Free Drop Tower.
Deplorably, amid the ride, his seatbelt
fizzled to secure him legitimately,
coming about in him being launched
out from his situate and falling 70 feet

to his passing. The court's choice high-
lights a basic disappointment on the
portion of both the ride administrators
and producers, who prioritized benefit
over security, driving to this appalling
result.The lawful fight that followed
brought to light serious concerns with
respect to security conventions at
entertainment parks. Tyre's guardians
contended that both Symbol Stop and
Funtime Handels, the ride's producer,
ought to have recognized the dangers
related with permitting heavier people
to ride without satisfactory restriction
frameworks. Their legitimate agents

emphasized that the expansion of
basic security highlights like situ-
ate belts may have possibly spared
Tyre's life. The jury's administering
not as it were gives monetary com-
pensation for Tyre's family but
moreover serves as a capable
explanation of corporate responsi-
bility in guaranteeing open securi-
ty.As we see to long-standing time,
this case may clear the way for
stricter security controls over
beguilement parks within the U.S.
and past. The critical emolument

granted to Tyre's family seems to
empower other casualties of careless-
ness to look for equity and hold organ-
izations responsible for their activities.
In addition, it is trusted that this
tragedy will lead to improved security
measures that prioritize the well-being
of all riders, guaranteeing that no fam-
ily should persevere such an obliterat-
ing misfortune once more. The echoes
of Tire Sampson's story may excep-
tionally well resound through future
enactment pointed at shielding lives in
beguilement parks across the country.

Indian Students Face Alarming Surge in Violent Attacks!

Within the tremendous scene of
instruction overseas, where dreams
take flight, a dull cloud looms over the
encounters of Indian understudies.
Later measurements uncover an upset-
ting slant: assaults against Indian
understudies in outside nations have
surged since 2019, coming about in 20
appalling passings. The Joined togeth-
er States and Canada account for a
stunning 80% of these episodes, with
the Service of Outside Issues detailing
that nine Indian understudies were
assaulted in Canada and seven within

the U.S. This disturbing
rise raises genuine ques-
tions approximately securi-
ty and security for those
seeking after their instru
ction distant from domes-
tic.Whereas Canada and
the U.S. dominate the fea-
tures, savagery against
Indian understudies isn't
limited to these two coun-
tries. Other nations such as
Russia, Ireland, and
Australia have moreover
detailed occurrences, with
Russia recording the most

elevated number of assaults at 14, in
spite of the fact that none were deadly.
The broader suggestions of these
insights paint a bleak picture for the
Indian community overseas, highlight-
ing an unavoidable issue of prejudice
and viciousness that rises above bor-
ders. In Canada alone, there have been
163 passings of Indian understudies
over the past five a long time, under-
scoring a squeezing requirement for
comprehensive security measures.The
Indian community overseas is progres-
sively powerless to such viciousness,

inciting calls for more grounded secu-
rity conventions and back frameworks.
With around 1.3 million Indian under-
studies examined in Canada, it is basic
that colleges and governments priori-
tize their well-being. The need for sat-
isfactory assurance not as it were
imperils lives but undermines the
instructive goals of incalculable youth-
ful people who look for openings
abroad. The community's strength is
commendable, however,it must be
reinforced by systemic changes to
guarantee a more secure environment
for all.As we see to long-standing
time, it is vital to foresee a move in
how nations address these challenges.
Increased mindfulness and backing
may lead to stronger security measures
and community bolster systems for
universal understudies. The hope is
that through collective endeavours
from governments, instru ctive educa-
tion, and nearby communities, we will
make a more secure scene where
understudies can thrive without fear.
As it were at that point can we really
honor the desires of those who wander
overseas to seek after their dreams and
construct a stronger future?

Brutal Murder in Canada: NRI Student’s Tragic End!
Within the embroidered artwork of

life, where strings of companionship are
woven together, an appalling unravelling
has happened, taking off a community in
grieving. Gurasis Singh, a 22-year-old
Indian understudy at Lambton College in
Canada, was the casualty of a brutal act
that turned a warm contention with his
flatmate into a lethal encounter. On
December 1, what started as a contradic-
tion heightened within the kitchen, driving
to Crossley Seeker, 36, supposedly cutting
Singh numerous times. The occurrence
serves as a stark update of how rapidly
connections can break and turn rough.The
Sarnia police reacted quickly to the crisis

call, securing Seeker at the scene. In spite
of their endeavours, Singh surrendered to
his wounds and was articulated dead in the
blink of an eye. The news has sent shock-
waves through his family, companions,
and the college community, which com-
municated significant pity over the misfor-
tune of a promising youthful man.
Lambton College issued an ardent expla-
nation, highlighting Singh's potential and
amplifying condolences to those influ-
enced by this awful occasion.Within the
wake of this appalling occurrence, the
nearby community has energized around
Singh's family, advertising back and help-
ing with burial service courses of action

and repatriation endeavours. The college
staff and individual understudies are effec-
tively making a difference to ease the bur-
den on Singh's lamenting family amid this
troublesome time. Such signals reflect the
compassionate soul of those who knew
him and emphasize the effect he had on
those around him.As examinations pro-
ceed, with Seeker charged with a second-
degree kill, specialists have shown that
there's no proof recommending racial
inspiration behind the assault. The Sarnia
Police Chief emphasized that they are tire-
lessly collecting prove to get it the circum-
stances encompassing this wrongdoing.
Looking forward, one can as it were trust

that equity will be served for Gurasis
Singh his story will serve as a catalyst for
more profound dialogues approximately
security and strife determination among
understudies living absent from domestic.
In a progressively interconnected world, it
is basic that we cultivate situations where
understanding wins over viciousness.

Inside PV Sindhu’s Fairytale
Wedding Plans: Dates Revealed!

As the sun sets on a dynamic chapter of her
life, PV Sindhu is planning to step into an unused
domain, one that guarantees to be as elating as her
badminton career. Like a winged creature prepared
to require flight, Sindhu is buzzing with fervour as
the wedding chimes chime at her domestic. The air
is electric with expectation, reverberating the beat
of an adored story unfurling. As of late, she shared
a happy minute with her fiancé, Venkata Dattasai,
capturing their joy in a selfie while driving through
the roads, a depiction of their travel together some
time recently they set out on this long-lasting expe-
rience.Sindhu's wedding day is set for December
22 within the pleasant city of Udaipur, Rajasthan.
This date marks not only a union of two hearts but
also a celebration of their families coming together.
The celebrations will kick off with pre-wedding
occasions beginning December 20, coming full cir-
cle in a terrific gathering in Hyderabad on
December 24. Venkata Dattasai, her fiancé and an
official chief at Posidex Innovations, brings his
one-of-a-kind oomph to this union. With a founda-
tion in back and involvement in overseeing sports
groups, he encapsulates a mix of desire and energy
that complements Sindhu's distinguished
career.The choice to wed presently comes in the
midst of Sindhu's active plan; her father famous
that this was as it were an attainable time for the
ceremony sometime recently she plunges back into
preparing for the up and coming season. The fami-
lies had been familiar for a few time, but it was as
it were as of late that plans cemented into this
excellent event. As Sindhu plans to trade pledges,
she carries with her not only the weight of desires
but also the dreams of numerous who have taken
after her travel.Looking ahead, this wedding
implies more than fair individual points of refer-
ence; it is a waste of time for both Sindhu and
Dattasai. As they stand on the brink of their future
together, one can anticipate that their organization
will thrive both by and by and professionally. Fair
as Sindhu has taken off to extraordinary statures in
badminton, one can anticipate that together they
will explore the challenges and triumphs of life
with elegance and assurance. Theirs adore story is
balanced to rouse numerous as they set out on this
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