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A silent crusader
Dr Manmohan Singh a reluctant

politician yet a resilient leader and a
gentleman is no more but his legacy
lives onThe man with the vision and
selfless dedication to the nation, Dr
Manmohan Singh is no more. Dr Singh
passed away on December 26, 2024, at
the age of 92. Dr Singh, a towering
figure in Indian politics and econom-
ics, breathed his last at the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences. His
demise marks the end of an era defined
by humility, intellect and steadfast ded-
ication to nation-building. Dr
Manmohan Singh’s contributions to
India’s economic and political land-
scape are unparalleled. Widely regard-
ed as the architect of India’s 1991 eco-
nomic reforms, Singh’s tenure as
Finance Minister under Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao was transforma-
tive. At a time when the Indian econo-
my teetered on the brink of bankrupt-
cy, Singh introduced a series of bold
measures that liberalised the economy,
dismantled the license raj and opened
the doors to foreign investment. These

reforms not only rescued India from an
economic crisis but also set the stage
for decades of robust growth and
development. During his tenure,
Singh’s policies prioritised the devalu-
ation of the rupee, moderation of taxes,
privatisation of public sector enterpris-
es and encouragement of Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI). These initia-
tives catalysed India’s transition into a
globally integrated economy and solid-
ified his reputation as one of the
nation’s most accomplished econo-
mists.Known as a reluctant politician,
Dr Singh’s foray into politics was driv-
en by a profound sense of duty rather
than ambition. When he assumed the
role of Prime Minister in 2004, head-
ing the Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) govern-
ment, he brought the same commit-
ment and vision that had defined his
career as an economist. Serving two
consecutive terms until 2014, Singh’s
leadership was marked by both humili-
ty and resolve. One of the most defin-
ing moments of his tenure was the

Indo-US nuclear deal
in 2008, a landmark
agreement that under-
scored his courage and
conviction. Despite
staunch opposition
from the Left Front,
which led to their
withdrawal of support,
Singh’s government
survived a vote of con-
fidence, thanks to the
support of the
Samajwadi Party. The
deal elevated India’s
status on the global stage and symbol-
ised his unyielding dedication to the
nation’s strategic interests. Dr Singh
was often described as a ‘gentleman
leader,’ a man of integrity who pre-
ferred dialogue over confrontation. His
humility was legendary, yet he was
resolute when it came to principles.
Throughout his career, he commanded
respect across party lines, not just for
his intellect but for his moral rectitude.
His tenure as Prime Minister may have

been criticised for perceived passivity,
but his calm demeanour and quiet
determination left an indelible mark on
Indian governance. A seven-day period
of mourning is a fitting tribute by the
nation to a great visionary. His last
rites will be conducted with full state
honours. While his absence leaves a
void, his contributions to India’s
progress and his example of selfless
service will continue to inspire genera-
tions. Om Shanti.

Homeschooling: Affordable and holistic education option
Homeschooling is transforming its

image from an unconventional option to a
widely accepted educational route as
many parents opt for this affordable
choiceWith the rising costs of living, an
increasing number of parents are reevalu-
ating the conventional approach to educa-
tion. An increasing number of families
nationwide are viewing homeschooling as
a legitimate and empowering option com-
pared to traditional education
systems.The choice is influenced not only
by financial considerations but also by a
commitment to nurture the child in a
manner that aligns with their unique
needs and the family’s values. For many
years, traditional educational institutions
have been the cornerstone of childhood
learning. However, nowadays, an ever-
growing number of parents are question-
ing whether the significant expenses asso-
ciated with private education, or even the
costs of public schooling, truly justify the
investment. The homeschooling move-
ment presents a compelling argument:

education can occur beyond the confines
of traditional classrooms. The main factor
driving this change is the expense
involved. Education, particularly in pri-
vate schools, often presents a challenging
list of costs: tuition, uniforms, transporta-
tion, extracurriculars, and supplies.
Homeschooling greatly alleviates these
financial burdens. Parents now have the
opportunity to invest in essential
resources such as top-notch educational
materials, online courses, or tailored
coaching—all designed to cater to their
child’s unique needs.Moreover, home-
schooling encourages families to tap into
their creativity and resourcefulness.
Libraries, free online resources, and com-
munity programmes provide abundant
learning opportunities with minimal or no
expense. In a time filled with numerous
digital resources, parents have the ability
to craft a curriculum that is both cost-
effective and thorough. In addition to
reducing expenses, there are numerous
other factors contributing to the rising

popularity of homeschooling.Parents hold
the view that homeschooling can signifi-
cantly enhance a child’s personal and aca-
demic development. In contrast to con-
ventional educational institutions, home-
schooling offers remarkable flexibility,
allowing lessons to align with a child’s
interests, learning pace, and preferred
methods of engagement.A student pas-
sionate about science, for instance, can
dedicate additional time to experiments
and practical activities, while those with a
flair for the arts can unleash their creativi-
ty free from the limitations of a rigid
schedule. Another key factor is the impor-
tance of comprehensive development.
Homeschooling transcends traditional
textbooks and offers genuine, real-world
learning experiences. Cooking transforms
into a blend of maths and chemistry; gar-
dening embodies principles of biology
and sustainability; a visit to the museum
or park imparts lessons in history and
ecology.These activities,  along with prac-
tical knowledge, foster family connec-

tions—something that seems rare in
today’s world. Certainly, homeschooling
comes with its drawbacks. Concerns have
been voiced by critics regarding socialisa-
tion and the stress it imposes on parents.
Nevertheless, families who choose to
homeschool have found innovative ways
to address these issues, including forming
co-op groups, engaging in community
sports, and coordinating group field
trips.This signifies a movement towards
appreciating cost-effectiveness, adaptabil-
ity, and personal expression in educa-
tion—a tendency expected to expand as
households adjust to financial circum-
stances. Ultimately, homeschooling tran-
scends being merely an educational
option; it embodies a declaration of
empowerment. For parents aiming to
reshape education in a way that resonates
with their values, this journey offers not
just information but a profoundly reward-
ing experience for both themselves and
their children.

Hunger for power
I have come to seek your support and
valuable vote, as I have decided to stand
for re-election, declared the bespectacled,
heavyset, middle-aged man–dressed in an
off-white safari suit–rather pompously, as
he stood with folded hands at the door of
my house, surrounded by a bevy of
churches and churches, who suitably nod-
ded their head in unison. “Vote for which
re-election?” I muttered under my breath,
irritated at the uncalled-for intrusion into
my privacy on a rather lazy Sunday
morning.” I am the President” he replied
sheepishly, maybe taken aback at my
nonchalant reply. “I had decided not to
stand for this year’s election due to
increased professional and personal com-
mitments-actually I had desired to give
someone younger a chance to bear the
responsibility, and take a backseat- but
had to relent under the immense pressure
from fellow residents, who want my lead-

ership for a further period of three years”
he continued, his voice a cocktail of
benevolence and beneficence for his
‘supporters’, and the seasoned politician’s
chicanery.“But isn’t Mrs. Draupadi
Murmu the President?” I retorted, further
trying to pull his leg. “Malhotra jee, I am
the President of our Resident Welfare
Association (RWA) for the past several
years,” he said, flabbergasted, a tad angry
and certainly deeply offended at my fail-
ure to recognize him, and worse,
acknowledge his self-perceived exalted
status.Although I had recognised him the
moment he pressed the doorbell of my
house, and I opened the front door to face
him, my innate aversion to people who
like to throw their weight around and
flaunt uncalled-for appellations came
forth with all its bitterness.Nonetheless,
realizing that the man was getting
increasingly exasperated at my manoeu-

vrings, I salvaged the situation by prom-
ising to cast my vote in his favour and
profusely apologized to him for my fail-
ure to identify his ‘Excellency’, with the
pretext that my better half is the face of
our family for outside interactions, while
I busy myself in mundane things, like
reading and writing. Not too surprisingly,
denizens of my beloved Dilli, sitting on
the centre of power since the dawn of
history, have a deeply ingrained fascina-
tion for posts and titles- which proliferate
dime a dozen- and take a macho and per-
verse pride in flaunting them, with the
same exuberance with which a child dis-
plays his or her toy, albeit not with the
same innocence.This fact is borne out in
the form of roadside boards and car num-
ber plates, which often bear vague titles-
such as ‘Secretary, Youth Media Cell,
ABC party, B-block, Village XYZ’. A
carryforward from the era of the Mughals

and British imperialists, this is a desper-
ate shot to seek the much-desired VVIP
status, at least in the circle one operates
in. Thus, it is not unknown to find mem-
bers of RWAs who run virtual fiefdoms
in their associations, maybe as recom-
pense for the voluntary service rendered
in serving the community. The perks
could include a free car wash and laundry
facility, use of funds near the residence
where the self-styled Maharajas live, et
al.One can only speculate as to what
would happen if this maniac lure of titles
and appellations invaded the next, and
perhaps the last bastion of community
living, the home. Then, it would be no
surprise to see name boards outside indi-
vidual residences read like this: 1/103,
Beverly Park: APS Malhotra, President;
Sonia Malhotra Vice President; Dr.
Mehak Malhotra, Secretary (in absentia).
In families with matriarchal tendencies,
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Why RSS chief’s push for large families is out of step
By advocating outdated solu-

tions to demographic trends,
Bhagwat’s vision risks deepening soci-
etal divisions and ignoring the socio-
economic realities of todayRashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat’s recent appeal for
larger families, framed as a response to
perceived demographic challenges,
reveals a worldview rooted in tradi-
tionalism. This perspective clashes
with the progressive social, cultural,
and economic ethos of modern India.
While presented as a solution to count-
er declining population trends,
Bhagwat’s remarks have ignited
debates over their communal under-
tones, potential to deepen gender
inequality, and disconnection from
contemporary realities.Bhagwat’s
remarks are part of a larger discourse
on demographic imbalances, often
aimed at minority communities. This
rhetoric fosters fear, undermines social
harmony, and contradicts India’s plu-
ralistic traditions. Today’s youth priori-
tise quality of life over larger families,
influenced by rising living costs, career
aspirations, and financial stability.
Bhagwat’s appeal appears disconnect-
ed from these realities, highlighting a
gap between traditionalist agendas and
contemporary Indian values.The RSS
chief’s observations clash with India’s
family planning efforts from the late
1960s and 1970s when the emphasis
was on small families. Even former
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, during
her tenure, highlighted the dangers of
unchecked population growth, stress-
ing the need for planned
families.Bhagwat’s outdated stance
ignores this historical context and the

progress India has made in population
stabilisation through education, health-
care, and women’s empowerment.
Bhagwat’s proposal for families to
have more children is based on the
argument that declining fertility rates
threaten the survival and dominance of
certain communities.This narrative,
often accompanied by alarmist rhetoric
about population imbalances, under-
scores divisive politics. Although
demographic trends warrant attention,
his suggested solution disregards
socio-economic realities and entrench-
es regressive norms. Interestingly,
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu has echoed similar
sentiments, advocating for larger fami-
lies in his state.However, such
approaches seem out of step with mod-
ern India’s aspirations. India is not
experiencing a population decline but
rather a slowdown in
growth.According to the National
Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5), the
Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has dropped
to 2.0, below the replacement level of
2.1. This trend reflects advancements

in education, healthcare,
and women’s autonomy.
While policymakers global-
ly view such developments
as markers of progress,
Bhagwat’s remarks frame
this demographic shift as a
cultural and religious issue,
perpetuating communal
narratives that risk deepen-
ing societal divisions.
Bhagwat’s outdated stance
ignores this historical con-
text and the progress India
has made in population sta-

bilisation through education,
healthcare, and women’s empower-
ment. The RSS’s vision aligns with tra-
ditional family structures, where
women are expected to prioritise
domestic roles.By advocating for larg-
er families, Bhagwat inadvertently
reinforces these outdated norms, per-
petuating cycles of dependency and
limiting women’s agency. Central to
Bhagwat’s argument is a patriarchal
notion that reduces women to their
reproductive roles. His call for more
children disregards women’s aspira-
tions, autonomy, and wellbeing, plac-
ing an undue burden on them.
Resource Constraints 
With a population exceeding 1.4 bil-
lion, India faces severe resource con-
straints, including food insecurity,
water scarcity, and unemployment.
Increasing family sizes would exacer-
bate these issues, placing further strain
on public services and natural
resources. India’s youth population,
often hailed as a demographic divi-
dend, grapples with high unemploy-
ment rates.The Centre for Monitoring

Indian Economy (CMIE) reports that
unemployment among those aged 15-
29 exceeds 20 per cent. Without job
creation, additional population growth
risks turning this dividend into a liabil-
ity. India is among the countries most
vulnerable to climate change. Global
policymakers advocate for sustainable
development, making Bhagwat’s vision
seem misaligned with contemporary
priorities.
Cultural and Ethical Disconnect
India’s ethos is rooted in diversity, bal-
ance, and individual choice. Bhagwat’s
remarks dismiss these values, echoing
authoritarian tendencies that clash with
Indian democracy. Family planning
decisions are deeply personal and
should not be influenced by socio-
political agendas.Intervening in such
choices undermines personal freedoms
and contradicts the principles of mod-
ern India. In a country where maternal
mortality remains a concern and repro-
ductive healthcare is uneven, urging
women to have more children intensi-
fies existing vulnerabilities. Instead of
alarmist rhetoric, India’s leadership
should focus on forward-looking poli-
cies to address demographic concerns
constructively: Improved access to
education, particularly for girls, is key
to stabilising population growth.
Educated women are more likely to
make informed reproductive choices,
contributing to sustainable demograph-
ics and enhancing Healthcare.
Investing in maternal and child health-
care can reduce mortality rates and
improve quality of life.Policies
empowering the youth and enhancing
employability can transform India’s
demographic potential into an asset. 

India must stand firm against Sheikh Hasina’s extradition
India faces a pivotal decision as it considers
Bangladesh’s request to extradite Sheikh
Hasina, former Prime Minister and a stead-
fast allySheikh Hasina must not be sent back
to Bangladesh in response to the note verbale
received from that country’s interim govern-
ment calling for her extradition. Dhaka’s
move has followed the issue of an arrest war-
rant by Bangladesh’s International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT) against her and a number of
her former ministers, advisers, military and
civil officials. The allegation? “Crimes
against humanity and genocide”. There are
two broad reasons why India should not send
her back. As prime minister of Bangladesh,
she has been a steadfast friend of India
whereas other heads of that country’s gov-
ernment, except her father, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, have tended to be unfriendly.
Second, she will, by no means, receive a fair
trial in Bangladesh and perhaps even be
lynched, given the intense hostility of the
current rulers of Bangladesh harbour towards
her.There will be solid legal basis for India’s
stand. Article 8 (1) (a) of the ‘Treaty
Between the Republic of India and the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh Relating to
Extradition,’ says that a person may not be
extradited if “he satisfies the Requested State
that it would, having regard to all the cir-
cumstances, be unjust or oppressive to extra-
dite him” because, in the words of Article 8
(1) (A) (iii), the accusations against him
“have not been made in good faith in the

interests of justice.” Besides Article 8 (2)
reads, “A person who has been convicted of
an extradition offence may not be extradited
therefor unless he was sentenced to impris-
onment or other form of detention for a peri-
od of four months or more.”Sheikh Hasina
has yet to be sentenced to any period of
imprisonment or detention. Also, she can
very well claim that it would be “unjust or
oppressive” to extradite her because the
accusation against her had not been made in
“good faith in the interest of justice”, and are
a result of pure vindictiveness. That she
would be justified in saying so becomes clear
on considering the diatribes unleashed
against her by the advisers of the interim
government and the relentless persecution,
including involving in hundreds of false
cases, of Awami League’s leaders and minis-
ters in the party’s government.According to a
report in The Daily Star carried under the
headline, “No option but to succeed: Yunus”
on August18, 2024, Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus had said during a “Meet
and Greet” session with foreign diplomats in
Dhaka, “In their efforts to stay in power, the
Sheikh Hasina dictatorship destroyed every
institution of the country. Judiciary was bro-
ken. Democratic rights were suppressed
through a brutal decade-and-a-half long
crackdown. Elections were rigged blatantly.
Generations of young people grew up with-
out exercising their voting rights. Banks
were robbed with full political patronisation.

And the state coffer was plundered by abus-
ing power.”Referring to a proposed Awami
League rally on November10, 2024,
Muhammad Yunus’ press secretary, Shafiqul
Alam, had written in a Facebook post on
November 9, “The Awami League in its cur-
rent form is a fascist party. There is no way
this fascist party will be allowed to hold
protests in Bangladesh. Anyone who would
try to hold rally, gathering and processions
by taking orders from the mass murderer and
dictator Sheikh Hasina will face full force of
the law enforcing agencies.”Leaders of the
Anti-Discrimination Students Movement
(ADSM), formed on July 1, 2024, to carry
the students’ struggle forward, and Jatiya
Nagarik Committee (National Citizens
Committee), formed on 8 September, 2024,
to consolidate the movement’s message and
political goals, have spoken in a similar stri-
dent and denunciatory vein.According to a
report by Ashibul Islam Rifat in the Dhaka
Tribune (23 October, 2024) appearing under
the headline “Nahid: Awami League will
never be allowed back into politics in our
lifetime,” Md Nahid Islam, an ADSM leader
who is now advisor, in charge of  informa-
tion and broadcasting and other ministries,
said at a discussion, that the  Awami
League’s return to politics in the  manner and
ideology it previously adhered to would be
tantamount to “a betrayal to the martyrs of
the uprising. And certainly, as long as we are
alive, we will not allow this to happen.”

Leaders of political parties like the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party and the
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami (Jamaat) have
also denounced the Awami League.One can
argue that the ICT, and any other court where
Sheikh Hasina and other accused may be
tried, will ignore such vituperations and pro-
nounce its judgement on the basis of the evi-
dence and arguments placed before it. A
horse would guffaw on hearing this. The
judiciary has been brought to heel through
forced resignations and dismissals. The
process began as early as August 10, 2024,
when chief justice Obaidul Hassan of the
Supreme Court and five judges of the appel-
late division, resigned as hundreds of stu-
dents affiliated to the ADSM gathered on the
court premises demanding that they quit, and
threatened to besiege their residences if they
did not.On October 16, the new chief justice,
Syed Refaat Ahmed, sent 12 High Court
judges, appointed during the Sheikh Hasina-
led Awami League rule, on leave following a
demonstration in the court premises by
adherents of the ADSM led by Hasnat
Abdullah and Sarjis Alam. According to a
report in Bangladesh’s The Business
Standard on October 16 itself, announcing
the plan, Hasnat Abdullah, had written in a
Facebook post on October 15, “In demand of
the resignation of the fascist judges of the
Awami League, we will besiege the High
Court tomorrow (Wednesday) at 11am.”The
ICT itself was reconstituted on October 15,
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