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AI’s boost to the spirit of service
From streamlining efforts to

enhancing inclusivity, AI is reshaping how
volunteers connect, contribute and make
an impactVolunteering has long been a
vital pillar of community development,
social change, and global solidarity, offer-
ing individuals a meaningful way to con-
tribute to society while fostering personal
growth. In today’s interconnected and fast-
paced world, the concept of volunteering
is undergoing a dynamic transformation,
largely driven by advances in technology.
The International Volunteer Day (IVD),
celebrated globally on December 5, 2024,
under the theme “Economic and Social
Development,” highlighted the pivotal
role of volunteers in shaping a better
world. Sub-themes emphasised their con-
tributions to alleviating crises and support-
ing underprivileged populations affected
by natural disasters, man-made crises, or
socio-economic challenges. Volunteers
have consistently been on the frontlines of
crisis management, stepping in where gov-
ernments and organisations often
encounter limitations. Whether during
pandemics, natural disasters, or humani-
tarian emergencies, their role remains
indispensable, particularly for vulnerable
populations. The advent of advanced tech-
nologies, particularly Artificial
Intelligence (AI), is significantly reshap-
ing the landscape of volunteerism.AI
enhances the efficiency, inclusivity, and
accessibility of volunteering initiatives,
ensuring they have a far-reaching impact.
By leveraging AI-driven tools, organisa-
tions are creating platforms that align vol-
unteer skills with opportunities, reduce
mismatches, and optimise efforts. This
transformation not only improves the vol-
unteer experience but also amplifies the
positive outcomes for communities in

need.AI-powered platforms such as
“HelpFinder” are revolutionising how vol-
unteers are matched with organisations.
By analysing data on individual skills,
interests, and locations, these platforms
ensure that volunteers are placed where
they can make the most meaningful contri-
butions. This precision reduces mismatch-
es, boosts retention rates, and fosters a
sense of accomplishment among volun-
teers. During crises, AI-powered systems
can quickly analyse data to identify affect-
ed areas and volunteer availability,
enabling swift deployment to critical
zones. For example, during the COVID-19
pandemic, AI-driven platforms like
“OneRescue” coordinated volunteer initia-
tives for contact tracing, mental health
support, and supply distribution, proving
invaluable in mitigating the
crisis.Corporate social responsibility ini-
tiatives also benefit from AI. Tools like
“Benevity” facilitate employee engage-
ment by connecting them with volunteer
opportunities that align with organisation-
al goals. These solutions ensure stream-
lined coordination, impactful volunteer-
ing, and sustained enthusiasm among par-

ticipants. AI-powered
chatbots further
enhance volunteer
experiences by pro-
viding instant support,
answering queries and
assisting with train-
ing.In India, a nation
of 1.45 billion people,
the ethos of service is
deeply ingrained in its
culture. Family val-
ues, religious teach-
ings, and community
traditions emphasise
the importance of

helping others. Today, AI is augmenting
these efforts. Chatbots are used to handle
volunteer queries related to vaccination
drives, maternal health, women’s and chil-
dren’s safety, and more. In the UK, AI-
driven systems have optimised food bank
logistics and facilitated grocery deliveries
to vulnerable individuals, demonstrating
how technology empowers volunteers to
make a tangible difference.Innovative
applications like “Be My Eyes” enable
volunteers to assist visually impaired indi-
viduals remotely, while platforms like
“GoodSAM” connect trained volunteers
with emergency services in real time. For
example, volunteers alerted through
GoodSAM can provide critical assistance
such as CPR or use an Automated External
Defibrillator (AED) before professional
help arrives. Virtual volunteering has fur-
ther expanded opportunities for profes-
sionals to contribute their expertise
remotely. Platforms like “Catchafire” and
the UN’s Online Volunteering Service
facilitate mentoring, legal advice, lan-
guage translation, and more, breaking geo-
graphical barriers and making volunteer-

ing more inclusive. Digital tools have
eliminated traditional obstacles to volun-
teering, such as physical distance, time
constraints, and accessibility issues.People
with disabilities, caregivers, or those in
remote locations can now volunteer from
their homes. This inclusivity aligns with
the 2024 IVD theme, fostering collabora-
tion among diverse communities toward
the shared goal of economic and social
development.By harnessing the right tech-
nology and resources, volunteers can work
together to address pressing global chal-
lenges.In natural disasters like hurricanes,
earthquakes, and floods, volunteers
equipped with drones and AI tools can
map affected areas and deliver supplies
more efficiently. Apps like “Zello” enable
seamless communication during emergen-
cies, transforming smartphones into
walkie-talkies for coordination. In efforts
to combat poverty and hunger, volunteers
support food banks, organise community
kitchens, and deliver resources. Digital
tools like “ShareTheMeal,” a United
Nations World Food Programme crowd-
funding app, empower individuals to
donate meals with a simple tap, making a
significant impact on global
hunger.Education is another critical sector
where volunteering, supported by technol-
ogy, has made remarkable strides. Online
platforms have democratised access to
education, reaching remote and under-
served communities. Initiatives like
“Code.org” empower volunteers to teach
coding skills, equipping students with the
tools needed for a technology-driven
future. Gender-focused volunteer pro-
grammes address inequality by providing
legal aid, counseling and advocacy for
women’s rights, further demonstrating the
transformative power of volunteering.

Bridging India’s urban-rural divide: Empowering rural learners  through skilling
India’s vast diversity extends

beyond culture and language, manifest-
ing in unequal access to education,
skilling and employment
opportunitiesIndia is a country with
great linguistic, cultural, racial, social
and economic diversity. People living in
urban areas have access to opportunities
for skilling, education and employment
that are not easily available to people in
semi-urban and rural areas. Over the
last decade or two, there has been con-
siderable growth and development in
the skilling and education ecosystem
due to a multitude of factors.
Governments – both central and state –
have realised that the only way India
can benefit from its tremendous demo-
graphic dividend is by ensuring that
individuals in the working age are
equipped with the knowledge and skills
required to thrive in increasingly global
workplaces.  Central and state skilling
entities have created massive systems
that reach every district around India
and make top-quality resources avail-
able to hitherto underserved audi-
ences.The corporate sector, leveraging
the prevalent Corporate Social
Responsibility laws, has also con-
tributed significantly to this by collabo-
rating with government agencies and
supporting them with co-funding, con-
tent, certification and job opportuni-

ties.The Directorate General of
Training (Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship)
manages a network of tens of thousands
of institutions that collaborate with the
corporate sector and civil society to
make high-quality skilling available to
hundreds of thousands of learners every
year. All India Council for Technical
Education, through its network of thou-
sands of engineering institutions, offers
cutting-edge training and internship
opportunities to learners around India,
irrespective of their location or socio-
economic limitations. Edunet Founda
tion, for example, makes courseware
and skills across the IT spectrum avail-
able to learners across engineering col-
leges, National Skills Training
Institutes and Industrial Training
Institutes nationally, directly working
with lakhs of learners every year.These
programs are offered in blended mode,
leveraging classroom learning, syn-
chronous video, online content and
hands-on project work. While there is
availability of skilling and education
opportunities, there are several issues
that limit the benefits of these pro-
grams.The foremost problem is access
to technology. Since the courses are
offered in blended mode, learners need
access to computers with high band-
width internet connectivity and not just

mobile phones. Almost
every household in
India has access to
mobile phones but larg-
er devices that are more
conducive to experien-
tial learning in technolo-
gy are not widely avail-
able. Both government
and corporate stake-
holders can make a huge
difference by making
current technology plat-
forms available to learners in rural areas
by donating and/or setting up labs and
digital libraries within the premises of
existing educational institutions in these
areas.The second issue is access to local
employment. Most jobs – especially the
technology-centric ones – are centred
around major cities and towns. For
learners who are unable to migrate for
employment, this is a huge barrier.
Additionally, of course, there are many
problems associated with mass migra-
tion to urban areas. There is a need to
create local career opportunities that
allow people to gainfully work wherev-
er they are, without the need to migrate
to a larger city or town.This may be
done by a steady focus on entrepreneur-
ship that creates jobs locally and helps
in the development of rural areas. Rural
micro-entrepreneurship, especially

focused on agriculture and associated
areas, can solve many of the problems
associated with mass-migration and
lopsided economic development. Local
businesses, thus created, will drive the
local economy and create local employ-
ment.A stronger focus on rural enter-
prise will help India by ensuring inclu-
sive economic development.  There are
several programs by the government
and the corporate sector that are trying
to achieve this, but they need to be
enhanced and made more potent with
support from civil society. In an envi-
ronment where rural learners have
access to technology and employment
opportunities, skilling initiatives by the
government and the corporate sector
will make a bigger impact. Learners
will be able to learn and earn locally,
thereby bridging the urban-rural divide.
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Allu Arjun Detained By Hyderabad Police In Stampede Case
Telugu actor Allu Arjun

has been detained by the
Hyderabad Police in connection
with a stampede incident at
Sandhya Theatre on the release
day of Pushpa 2, according to a
report in Enaadu.He has been
brought to Chikkadpally police
station in Hyderabad for ques-
tioning in connection with the
case of death of a woman at
Sandhya theatre on December
4.The tragic incident occurred
during the premiere show of Allu
Arjun's much-hyped film Pushpa 2:
The Rule on December 4 night. A
35-year-old woman, identified as
Revathi, lost her life to asphyxia-
tion, while her 13-year-old son,
Sreethej, was hospitalised after
being caught in a stampede-like sit-
uation.The chaos erupted as a mas-
sive crowd gathered to catch a
glimpse of Allu Arjun, who arrived
at the venue with his security team.

The lack of adequate crowd man-
agement and security arrangements
exacerbated the situation, according
to the police.The Chikkadpally
Police registered a case under
Sections 105 and 118(1) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
against actor Allu Arjun, his securi-
ty team, and the theatre manage-
ment. The complaint was lodged by
the victim's family, who alleged
negligence on the part of the organ-

isers, according to a report in
PTI.In an official statement, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Central Zone) revealed that the
theatre management failed to
make provisions for crowd con-
trol despite being aware of the
actor's visit. The absence of sep-
arate entry and exit points for
the film crew and insufficient
security arrangements led to the
chaos."Allu Arjun's personal
security team aggravated the sit-

uation by pushing the crowd, lead-
ing to a surge," the statement
added.Police officers present at the
scene attempted to resuscitate the
victims with Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation (CPR) before trans-
porting them to Durgabai Deshmu
kh Hospital. Unfortunately, Revathi
succumbed to suffocation, while
her son was placed under observa-
tion at another hospital for further
treatment

Lok Sabha Debate on Constitution Today Amidst
NDA-INDIA Standoff, Fireworks Expected In House

The Lok Sabha is set to con-
vene today for a two-day debate
commemorating 75 years since the
adoption of the Indian Constitution.
A similar discussion will be held in
the Rajya Sabha on Monday and
Tuesday.While the debate will
focus on the significance and evo-
lution of the Constitution since its
adoption on 26 November 1949,
proceedings are overshadowed by
an escalating confrontation
between the ruling NDA and the
Opposition, particularly the
Congress, which has disrupted par-
liamentary business for weeks.The
political deadlock stems primarily
from allegations linking Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to the
Adani controversy and counter-
claims regarding Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi's alleged association

with billionaire George Soros.
This has resulted in repeated
adjournments in both Houses
since 25 November.The
Congress has persistently
demanded discussions on the
Adani issue, a stance that has
frustrated not only the BJP but
also Opposition allies such as
the Trinamool Congress and
the Samajwadi Party.These
allies have accused both the

Congress and the BJP of paralysing
parliamentary business with their
infighting.The debate in the Lok
Sabha will commence with
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
presenting the government's posi-
tion. Around 12-15 MPs from the
BJP and its allies, including former
Karnataka Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy, Shrikant Shinde of
the Shiv Sena, and Jitan Ram
Manjhi, are expected to participate
in the session.Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will deliver the
concluding remarks on Saturday,
addressing both the debate and the
Opposition's criticisms, according
to sources.Rahul Gandhi, as Leader
of the Opposition, is expected to
lead the Congress' charge, main-
taining a strong focus on the Adani
issue. However, this strategy risks

alienating Opposition allies further,
many of whom are likely to priori-
tise regional and governance-relat-
ed concerns in their interve
ntions.Rahul Gandhi Meets Lok
Sabha Speaker, Urges Expurgation
Of Derogatory Remarks Against
Him By BJP MPs In HouseRahul
Gandhi Meets Lok Sabha Speaker,
Urges Expurgation Of Derogatory
Remarks Against Him By BJP MPs
In HouseThe address by Trinamool
Congress MP Mahua Moitra will be
keenly observed, especially given
her controversial expulsion during
the final sessions of the previous
Lok Sabha.In the Rajya Sabha,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
will lead the BJP's response on
Monday, countering the Opposit
ion's anticipated "save the Constitu
tion" narrative. This slogan has
emerged as a rallying cry for the
Opposition, framing the govern-
ment's policies as a threat to the
foundational principles of the
Constitution in the run-up to this
year's Lok Sabha elections.Both the
BJP and the Congress have issued
strict three-line whips to their MPs,
requiring their attendance in the
House on 13-14 December for the
scheduled debate on the
Constitution.

Amid Dating Rumours, Vijay-Trisha Krishnan Travel Together To Attend Keerthy Suresh's Wedding
For months, speculation about a

romance between Thalapathy Vijay and
actress Trisha Krishnan has been making
waves in Kollywood. The latest develop-
ment fueling these rumours is their joint
appearance at actress Keerthy Suresh's
wedding in Goa.The internet is set abuzz
when an alleged flight ticket showing
Vijay and Trisha traveling together with
Vijay's manager Jagadish surfaced online.
Viral photos of the duo navigating through
the airport security checkpoint only added
to the frenzy.Vijay-Trisha Krishnan Travel
Together Vijay looked dapper in a striped

blue shirt, while Trisha opted for a casual
white T-shirt, exuding effortless charm
.Going by the reports, Vijay and Trisha
were on the same flight headed to Goa for
Keerthy Suresh's grand destination wed-
ding to Antony Thattil on December 12.
The event was a star-studded affair, attend-
ed by celebrities and close
friends.However, Oneindia cannot inde-
pendently verify the authenticity of the
viral pictures and ticket.However, Trisha
took to Instagram to congratulate the new-
lyweds with a heartfelt post, writing,
"Congratulations you two, #forthelove-

ofnyke," alongside pictures
of the couple, their pet dog,
and glimpses of the wed-
ding feast. Meanwhile,
Vijay, who kept a low pro-
file during the festivities,
made a striking appearance
in traditional attire. His
photos with his personal bodyguards from
the event quickly went viral. The pair's
long-standing friendship, having starred
together in blockbuster hits over the years,
often leaves fans and media guessing
about their bond. In June 2024, Trisha had

further sparked curiosity with
a special birthday post for
Vijay as he turned 50.
Sharing a mirror selfie with
him, she captioned it, "The
calm to a storm; the sto rm to
a calm. To many more mile-
stones ahe ad," accompanied

by emojis and Billie Eil ish's "Birds of a
Feather" playing in the ba
ckground.Whether it's just a friendship or
something more, their presence together at
Keerthy Suresh's wedding has reignited sp
eculations and kept fans eagerly guessing.

Supreme Court Urges Judges to Avoid Social
Media: 'Live Like Hermit, Work Like Horse

Judges should avoid using social media and refrain
from expressing their opinions about judgments online,
the Supreme Court has said, observing that they must live
like a hermit and work like a horse.Stating that there is no
place for showiness in the judiciary, the court said,
"Judicial officers should not go to Facebook. They should
not comment on judgments because tomorrow if the judg-
ment is cited, judge has already expressed one way or the
other."A bench of Justices BV Nagarathna and N
Kotiswar Singh made the oral remarks while hearing a
case on the dismissal of two women judicial officers -
Aditi Kumar Sharma and Sarita Chaudhary - by the
Madhya Pradesh High Court."It (social media) is an open
platform. You have to live life a hermit, work like a horse.
So much sacrifice judicial officers have to do. They
should not go into Facebook at all," the court
observed.Echoing the court's views, senior advocate R
Basant - who appeared for one of the terminated woman
judges - said no judge or judicial officer should post any-
thing related to judicial work on Facebook.The remarks
followed a submission by senior advocate Gaurav
Agarwal - who is an amicus curiae or an adviser to the
court - that raised complaints against the terminated
judge. In his submission, he had flagged a Facebook post
by the judge.The Supreme Court had taken cognisance of
the dismissal of six women civil judges on a performance
basis on November 11, 2023. On August 1, a full court of
the Madhya Pradesh High Court decided to reinstate four
of them - Jyoti Varkade, Sushri Sonakshi Joshi, Sushri
Priya Sharma, and Rachna Atulkar Joshi - on certain
terms.The other two judges were left out of the exercise,
which is being considered by the Supreme Court.A report
by the High Court had flagged a drop in Aditi Sharma's
performance from very good and good ratings to average
and poor since 2019-20, stating that her disposal rate was
below 200 in 2022. She, however, told the high court that
she suffered a miscarriage in 2021, after which her broth-
er was diagnosed with cancer.The court then noted that a
quantitative assessment of the judges' work could not be
carried out due to Covid, despite which they were termi-
nated, and issued notices to the high court registry and the
judicial officers who had not approached it against the
termination.
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