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Philippines confronts Chinese assertiveness
The South China Sea remains a

flashpoint of escalating tensions as China
intensifies its aggressive maritime activi-
ties, targeting nations like the Philippines
CNS Admiral Dinesh Tripathi during his
customary briefing of media before Navy
Day last week expressed concern about
Chinese maritime activities in the South
China Sea, all of which China claims. Two
countries it especially targets in SCS are
Taiwan and the Philippines in whose
waters it has indulged in offensive naval
actions. It signed a defence agreement
with the US in 1951; last month it signed
an intelligence and technology agreement
facilitating satellite intelligence and access
to high-grade US weaponry following
President Marcos promulgating Maritime
Zone Act and Archipelago Sea Lanes Act
that China denounced and summoned its
envoy. US Defence Secretary Llyod
Austin told his counterpart Gilberto
Teodoro: We are more than allies; we’re
family.The week-long ASEAN summit in
Vientiane, Laos from 6 to 12 October wit-
nessed stern exchanges between China, the
US and the Philippines especially over the
South China Sea at a time when the West
is seized with Ukraine and West Asia
crises, even as President-elect Trump is
issuing multiple threats. While Chinese
Premier Li Qiang blamed ‘external forces”
for interfering in regional affairs, US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the
US is concerned about increasingly dan-
gerous and unlawful activities of China in
disputed SCS. Marcos complained to
ASEAN leaders that his country continues
to be subjected to Chinese bullying and

intimidation.Earlier that week PM
Narendra Modi attended the 19th India-
ASEAN meeting and made a powerful
presentation of  Delhi’s Act East policy
and criticised China for its expansionist
policy in SCS. The Chinese have been test-
ing the waters in the Philippines EEZ in
SCS   Filipinos call the West Philippines
Sea with several forays against Filipino
boats to check how far the US will go in its
support. Filipino vessels in their EEZ have
faced intimidation and bullying by
Chinese coast guard ships over the dispute
Thomas Shoal 2 where Sierra Madera a
Philippine vessel has been grounded since
1999 to assert its sovereignty.The Chinese
are equally active and defiant against
Japan in the East China Sea and recently
crossed the First Island chain for the first
time with an aircraft carrier and two war-
ships.Taiwan continues to face periodic
challenges as China relentlessly violates
the 2016 UNCLOS ruling that the
Philippines secured over China’s illegal
claim to the South China Sea under its 9-
dash line. During my interaction with
Philippines security experts in Manila in

June, clashes over the resupply of a
marooned vessel in Thomas Shoal 2
had reached the climax; and some
suggested it could be a feint for
Taiwan. The incident had ruffled
feathers in Manila with calls for
invoking the US Mutual Defence
Agreement which gets triggered only
during armed external attack.Clashes
have occurred between the two sides
and despite talks and a hotline, no
compromise was reached. On
September 28 Chinese Navy missile

boat fired laser beams at a Philippines
Cessna Patrol aircraft while Filipino coast
guard vessels continued to be chased.
Chinese insisted resupply of the marooned
ship would happen under their supervision
and in a mid-August clash, several
Chinese ships blocked passage of Filipino
supplies for the stranded ship.The Chinese
have said that the Philippines ship is ille-
gally stranded/marooned at the disputed
Thomas Shoal atoll which it owns as part
of its claim to SCS. China calls it Xianbin
Reef which is 150 km west of the
Philippines island of Palawan. As before, it
had repeatedly said it would promulgate its
maritime laws including the use of
firearms and arrest offenders in defence of
its sovereignty and national interest.
Teodoro said at the end of August that
Thomas Shoal is a sovereignty issue of the
Philippines.According to South China
Morning Post (September 16), Admiral
Samuel Paparo, US Indo-Pacific
Command accompanied by Gen Romero
Brawner, Chief of Philippines armed
forces, said there is a range of options as

counter-measures for the Chinese grey
zone tactics adding the US is ready to
escort Philippines ships in SCS in event of
a spike in hostilities. Brawner said they
would seek help if the Chinese blocked
food supplies and soldiers were dying of
hunger. In Manila, I was asked whether re-
supply by other means like helicopters was
feasible and had suggested discussing it
with their US allies.  Meanwhile,  Paparo
took a video call with Gen Wu Yanan, PLA
Southern Theatre Commander responsible
for SCS and Taiwan.Wu attended an
International conference at the Indo-
Pacific command in Hawaii in  September
even as Teodoro took the contingency of
escalation to the next level, of the Chinese
towing away the grounded Sierra Madera
which would constitute an act of war;
invoking a defence pact with the US. A
code of conduct for ASEAN in SCS has
been in the works for two decades but is
far from fruition.It is akin to India’s
LAC/border with China that Beijing has
refused to resolve as it would put a stop to
grey zone tactics and salami slicing. India
has voiced clear support for the
Philippines during the June 17 clash with
the Chinese coast guard and Foreign
Minister Jaishankar has been on a good-
will visit. Delhi has sold Brahmos anti-
ship missiles to Manila, the first country to
buy them. Former Defence Secretary,
Giridhar Aramane was in Manila recently
for the fifth Joint defence cooperation dia-
logue. While Taiwan may not be on the
cards, Thomas Shoal 2 could end up in
Chinese possession as  Mischief Reef 24
km north of it did in 2012.

A roadmap for modernising India’s security framework
A comprehensive approach to urban

mobility, affordability and infrastructure is the
need of the hour to reclaim Delhi’s air and ensure
a healthier, sustainable futureThe recent 2 days
59th All India Conference of Director Generals of
Police in Bhubaneshwar augurs very well for
drawing a future roadmap of policing in India.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s call for a
SMART way of policing has once again brought
forward the need for modernisation of Indian
Police and Security Agencies which can help
India move on the path of high-powered police
technology with the most efficient and latest tech-
nologies. Recent challenges to the security of
India bring to light an important fact that India
needs to diversify its strategies to counter the
challenges it faces lately from digital frauds, arti-
ficial Intelligence misuse and cyber crimes. Prime
Minister emphasised the need to come together
and closely cooperate in fighting the latest threats
by developing strategies for the establishment of
an extremely capable intelligence system to
ensure such threats can be encountered at early
stages.SMART POLICING appears to be the only
solution for protection against the multiple threats
from diverse and very intense new waves of ter-
ror, cyber criminals, drug traffickers, economic
offenders, smugglers, criminals, naxals, arms
dealers and insurgents. It would provide a plat-
form for multi-layered security cooperation that
would deal with various issues related to terror-
ism — right from the funding of terrorist activi-
ties, policing cooperation, dealing with cyber
threats, secrecy through enhancing technological
innovations and tightening the border to maritime
security information-gathering exercise
.Cooperation and coordination in communication
capabilities and management of security arrange-
ments to deal with any kind of threat are the main
objectives of his call. Besides, a modernisation of
the Police is also imperative given the possible
threats from religiously motivated bands of dis-

traught minds. The Prime Minister has called for
a smart way of policing and usage of interopera-
ble and transferable technologies such as drones
that would open a new gateway to meet complex
security challenges. Over the years a great deal of
literature has appeared on India’s police and the
need for reforms. Policies are being made to
enable the force to adapt to the challenging envi-
ronment and efficiently implement recommenda-
tions suggested by the panels on reforms. As the
threats today are more severe and enemies more
organised than ever before, new concepts of safe-
ty and security need to be followed.  Whereas
globalisation has provided a concept of a global
village deeply interwoven in a comprehensive
view of society, market, freedom,  choice,
empowerment, peace, opportunities, linkages and
politics, its impact has created a socio-political
quagmire, particularly in developing societies. In
this context, there is a growing global consensus
on addressing critical issues in policing by focus-
ing on the following key areas: Bridging Theory
and Practice:  Linking traditional policing theo-
ries to the evolving challenges faced by law
enforcement today. Analyzing Pressures:
Developing fresh insights into the various areas of
concern and the mounting pressures on police
forces. Role of Police in Market Dynamics:
Defining the role of police in navigating market
forces while maintaining impartiality and fair-
ness. Implementing Reforms:  Demonstrating
how the reform models proposed by various com-
missions can be effectively applied in real-world
scenarios, in alignment with democratic princi-
ples, environmental considerations, globalization,
and governance. Driving Change:  Exploring
innovative policing methods to foster change and
build public trust and confidence. Global
Knowledge Integration:  Leveraging the latest
global research and advancements in the field of
policing to modernise and upgrade law enforce-
ment practices. Police being a State subject under

Article 246, at times the force becomes a matter
of battle of wits. Apart from undertaking counter-
terrorist operations, police also have to play a cru-
cial role as protector of the day-to-day law and
order.This has increased pressure on them to get
quick results. Besides, the prevailing level of dis-
satisfaction among the subordinate level, police
officers have adversely affected the attitude of
police towards problems. Police are often asked
to fight a low-cost war where the enemy is their
countrymen. Calling the police to put down civil
disturbances is a tedious job. Many scientific
methods and modern changes have been intro-
duced in policing in India ever since the police
commission report was drafted many years ago.
Police are an extremely vital source of security
for the community.But this alone will not benefit
unless people are sensitised about the achieve-
ments of positive policing. Some experts on
policing are of the view that the values, attitudes,
methods, aspirations commitment, etc, of these
services need overhauling. Some are of the view
that the quality and efficiency of the security
forces largely depend on their service conditions,
cooperation, training, practice, level of interaction
with the general masses and strict methods of
appointment. It is, therefore, in the interest of the
Government to recruit and attract personnel of
high integrity and great calibre.For successful

training of personnel of paramilitary
and police forces, certain parameters of
pre-recruitment education, experience,
proportion of insiders and outsiders,
methods of recruitment, postings, and
length of service must be reviewed.
There is also a need for more produc-
tive relationships among paramilitary
forces, Intelligence agencies, local
police, the Army, and the local popula-
tion.The Government has made all
efforts towards sensitisation of police
by inculcating a humane approach in

policing and introducing the study of human
rights legislation in training. Certain suggestions
can go a long way in driving better results for
policing: (a) There should be initiative in imple-
menting development plans in consultation with
experts from various other branches; (b)
Development of capability to anticipate forebod-
ing and security needs; (c) This is possible by
conducting specialised courses for monitoring
security situations. Globalisation and its negative
implications are putting forward a challenging
environment for policing.Therefore, the police
need to diversify its activities by bringing togeth-
er technical and professional expertise based on
many decades of experience in maintaining inter-
nal security. It is high time we realised that police
alone cannot stop the crime, the entire society
should make substantial efforts towards ensuring
the safety and security of fellow citizens.The
police also need to play an important role as crime
preventers and in this regard, developing qualities
such as a high level of diligence, intelligence,
dedication, determination and the ability to grasp
complex situations is a must. It is high time we
realised that the police alone cannot stop crime;
the entire society should make substantial efforts
towards it. The SMART Police and modernised
ways of policing hold the key to the future of the
security and safety of every individual.  
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Supreme Court Flags Misuse Of Cruelty Law In Matrimonial Disputes
The Supreme Court has

cautioned against the misuse
of the law in marital dispute
cases, particularly those filed
by women against their hus-
bands and families, stressing
that it should not be used as a
"tool to unleash personal
vendetta."A bench consisting
of Justices BV Nagarathna and
N Kotiswar Singh made this
remark on Tuesday while
overturning a cruelty case filed
under Section 498(A), which
had earlier been upheld by the
Telangana High Court.Section
498(A) of the Indian Penal
Code, also referred to as
Section 86 under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), protects married
women from cruelty by their husbands
or their in-laws. Those found guilty
under this law can face imprisonment
of three years or more and may be sub-
ject to a fine.The case had been filed by
the wife after her husband petitioned
for the dissolution of their marriage.
During the hearing, the Supreme Court
noted that simply naming family mem-
bers in such cases without presenting

evidence of their involvement could
not form the basis for a criminal prose-
cution.The court remarked that the
introduction of Section 498(A) was
intended to prevent cruelty against
women by their husbands and their
families, with the state stepping in
swiftly.However, it observed, "in
recent years, as there has been a
notable rise in matrimonial disputes
across the country, accompanied by
growing discord and tension within the
institution of marriage, consequently,

there has been a growing
tendency to misuse pro-
visions like Section
498(A) as a tool for
unleashing personal
vendetta against the hus-
band and his family by a
wife."The Supreme
Court further warned
that making "vague and
generalised" allegations
in such cases could "lead
to the misuse of legal
processes and encourage
the use of arm-twisting
tactics by a wife and her
family."It also highlight-
ed that sometimes

Section 498(A) is invoked to coerce the
husband into complying with unrea-
sonable demands from the
wife."Consequently, this court has,
time and again, cautioned against pros-
ecuting the husband and his family in
the absence of a clear prima facie case
against them," the court added.The
court criticised the Telangana High
Court for not dismissing the case, stat-
ing that it was filed by the wife with the
intention of settling personal scores.

Excise Policy Cases: SC Relaxes Manish Sisodia's Bail Conditions

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday relaxed bail conditions of
AAP leader Manish Sisodia which
required him to report to the investigat-
ing officer twice a week in the corrup-
tion and money laundering cases relat-
ed to the Delhi excise policy.A bench of
Justices B R Gavai and K V
Viswanathan relaxed the conditions,
saying they were not necessary. "The
petitioner shall regularly attend the
trial," the bench said.The apex court on
November 22 agreed to hear Sisodia's
pleas and issued notices to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and the

E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate (ED)
seeking their
responses on the
a pp l i ca t i o ns . O n
August 9, the apex
court had granted
him bail in the cor-
ruption and money
laundering cases
linked to the alleged
Delhi excise policy
scam, saying long
incarceration for 17
months without trial
had deprived him of
his right to speedy
trial.The apex court

had imposed conditions, including that
he shall report to the investigating offi-
cer on every Monday and Thursday
between 10 and 11 am.During the hear-
ing on November 22, Singhvi had said
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader had
appeared before the investigating offi-
cers 60 times.The former Delhi deputy
chief minister was arrested by both the
CBI and the ED in corruption and
money laundering cases linked to the
alleged Delhi excise policy scam. He
was arrested by the CBI on February
26, 2023 for purported irregularities in

the formulation and implementation of
the now scrapped Delhi excise policy
2021-22.The following month, the ED
arrested him in the money laundering
case stemming from the CBI FIR on
March 9, 2023. He resigned from the
Delhi cabinet on February 28, 2023.

Sisodia has denied the allegations.
In its August 9 verdict granting bail to
Sisodia in both the cases, the apex
court had said it was high time that the
trial courts and the high courts should
recognise the principle that "bail is rule
and jail is exception"."We find that, on
account of a long period of incarcera-
tion running for around 17 months and
the trial even not having been com-
menced, the appellant (Sisodia) has
been deprived of his right to speedy
trial," it had said.The top court had
directed him to furnish a bail bond of
Rs 10 lakh with two sureties of the like
amount.It had directed that Sisodia
shall surrender his passport with the
special court and not make any attempt
either to influence the witnesses or to
tamper with the evidence.The apex
court had set aside the May 21 verdict
of the Delhi High Court, which had dis-
missed Sisodia's pleas seeking bail in
both these cases. The ED and the CBI
had opposed his bail pleas.

Arvind Kejriwal Rules Out Congress Alliance For Delhi Assembly Elections: 'No Possibility'
Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday reaffirmed

that the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) will contest the
forthcoming Delhi assembly elections independ-
ently, ruling out any possibility of an alliance with
the Congress."Aam Aadmi Party will be fighting
this election on its own strength in Delhi. There is
no possibility of any alliance with Congress,"
Kejriwal posted on X, amidst reports suggesting
his party was negotiating with other members of
the Opposition's INDIA bloc for seat-sharing
arrangements ahead of the Delhi polls.This is not
the first time the AAP leader has dismissed the
prospect of a coalition in Delhi.Earlier this month,
Kejriwal categorically stated that the party has no
intention of forming alliances for the Delhi

assembly election as it seeks a third consecutive
term in power.His statement follows speculation
that Congress and AAP were nearing an agree-
ment for an electoral alliance in Delhi.On
Monday, the AAP released its second list of 20
candidates for the Delhi elections, with notable
changes. Manish Sisodia will contest from the
Jangpura constituency, replacing his previous seat
in Patparganj. In his stead, educator Awadh Ojha
has been fielded to contest in Patparganj.The list
reflects significant shifts, as AAP has dropped 17
sitting MLAs in favour of new candidates.
However, three prominent figures-Manish
Sisodia, Rakhi Birla, and Deepu Chaudhary-have
been re-nominated. Chaudhary had previously

contested but lost in the last election.Meanwhile,
the Congress, which governed Delhi for 15 con-
secutive years, has fared poorly in the last two
assembly polls, failing to secure a single seat.The
Delhi assembly elections are anticipated to take
place in early 2025. In the 2020 elections, AAP
achieved a landslide victory, winning 62 out of 70
seats, while the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
secured eight seats.On 7 December, Delhi
Pradesh Congress Committee president Devendra
Yadav criticised AAP and Arvind Kejriwal for the
"deteriorating" law and order situation in the cap-
ital. He called on Kejriwal to demand the resigna-
tion of Delhi Chief Minister Atishi, drawing a par-
allel to the former CM Sheila Dixit during the

Nirbhaya case.Yadav further alleged that women
in Delhi are disproportionately affected by rising
crime, including gang wars, shootings, murders,
rapes, harassment, and snatchings.

INDIA Bloc To Move Supreme Court, Demands
Polls To Be Conducted By Ballot Paper

The Opposition alliance has accused the rul-
ing NDA of manipulating the Haryana and
Maharashtra assembly elections. They claim the
process was skewed to benefit the government. The
INDIA bloc plans to challenge these alleged irregu-
larities in the Supreme Court by Friday, focusing on
election procedures and Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs).
Opposition's Allegations
EVMs have been a point of contention between the
Opposition INDIA bloc and the NDA. The
Opposition has repeatedly accused the BJP of rig-
ging polls to achieve favourable outcomes. After the
Haryana and Maharashtra Assembly elections, simi-
lar accusations were made by the INDIA bloc.In
Haryana, exit polls had predicted a decisive win for
the Opposition. However, BJP secured 48 seats in
the 90-member Assembly, while Congress managed
only 37. This left Congress embarrassed after cele-
brating prematurely based on exit poll predictions.
Haryana Election Results
The Congress party, which had performed unexpect-
edly well in Lok Sabha polls, ended up second in
Haryana. They accused BJP of corrupting the count-
ing process, alleging EVM tampering to skew
results in BJP's favour.
Maharashtra's election results mirrored this sce-
nario. Exit polls suggested a tight race, but Mahayuti
returned with a significant majority, winning 235
out of 288 seats. This led to further allegations from
the Opposition against NDA.
Maharashtra Election Controversy
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut accused the
ruling alliance of "stealing seats." He blamed former
Chief Justice DY Chandrachud for their defeat and
demanded a repoll using ballot papers, asserting that
Maha Vikas Aghadi would win if EVMs were dis-
carded.
Former Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray expressed disbelief at NDA's victory. He
questioned how they could win so many seats in just
four months and contrasted this with INDIA bloc's
performance in Lok Sabha polls.
NDA's Response
The NDA dismissed these allegations, arguing that
Opposition raises EVM tampering claims only when
they lose but ignore it when they win. The BJP ques-
tioned why INDIA bloc didn't challenge EVM legit-
imacy in Jharkhand or Jammu and Kashmir where
they gained power.These ongoing disputes highlight
deep divisions over electoral processes in India. As
both sides prepare for legal battles, public trust in
democratic institutions remains at stake amidst these
controversies.
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