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Sambhal district administration prohibits entry of outsiders till Dec 10
In a bid to maintain peace and order

in the district, the Sambhal district admin-
istration on Saturday prohibited the entry
of outsiders till December 10."No outsider,
any social organisation or any public rep-
resentative can enter into the borders of the
district without seeking the permission of
the competent authority till December 10,"
Sambhal District Magistrate Rajendra
Pensiya in a statement issued here.The
move assumes significance as it came on a
day when a 15-member delegation of the
Samajwadi Party (SP) was to visit
Sambhal to gather information about the
violence that broke out after a survey in
the Shahi Jama Masjid complex.Leader of
Opposition in Uttar Pradesh Assembly
Mata Prasad Pandey, who was to lead the
15-member SP delegation, told reporters
outside his residence in Lucknow that
Home Secretary Sanjay Prasad had called
him up and requested him to not visit
Sambhal."The DM Sambhal had also
called me up telling me that the ban on
entry of outsiders has been extended till
December 10. So I will now visit the party

office and discuss the issue before decid-
ing on our next action," said Pandey."The
government perhaps wanted to prevent me
to hide its wrongs in Sambhal as our visit
would have exposed its several mistakes,"
he added.Heavy security was deployed
outside Pandey's residence since Friday
night.SP state president Shyam Lal Pal had
said earlier on Friday that a party delega-
tion will go to Sambhal on Saturday on the
instructions of party chief Akhilesh
Yadav.The team will submit the report to
the party chief after taking detailed infor-

mation about the violence that
took place there, he said.A note
shared earlier on 'X' by the SP state
president had said that the delega-
tion includes Leader of Opposition
in the Legislative Assembly Mata
Prasad Pandey, Leader of
Opposition in the Legislative
Council Lal Bihari Yadav, SP state
president Shyamlal Pal, MPs Ziaur
Rahman Barq, Harendra Malik,
Ruchi Veera, Iqra Hasan and
Neeraj Maurya.Ziaur Rahman
Barq has been booked in connec-

tion with the November 24 violence for
allegedly committing "provocative
acts".MLAs Kamal Akhtar, Ravidas
Mehrotra, Nawab Iqbal Mahmood and
Pinky Singh Yadav will also be part of the
delegation, the note said.The Samajwadi
Party had earlier postponed the proposed
visit of its delegation after getting assur-
ance from the Director General of Police
of a fair investigation into the
violence.Pandey had said in a press con-
ference last Tuesday: "I was supposed to

leave for Sambhal at 10 am today, but in
the meantime I spoke to the Director
General of Police. We told him that our
people are being framed, even FIRs have
been lodged against those who were not
present there."Pandey said the DGP
assured him of a fair investigation and
asked them to visit Sambhal after three
days.Meanwhile, Congress state president
Ajay Rai told PTI that a party delegation
will go there on December 2.The situation
in Sambhal has been tense since the first
survey of the city's Jama Masjid was con-
ducted on November 19 on the orders of a
local court.The petitioner has claimed that
Jama Masjid stands on a previous Harihar
temple.Violence erupted earlier on
November 24 as the protesters gathered
near the mosque and clashed with security
personnel, leading to stone pelting and
arson.Four people died and several others,
including policemen, were injured in the
violence.The police have denied firing at
the protesters opposing the survey.The
Sambhal district administration has
imposed prohibitory orders in the district.

'How can this govt be part of probe into itself': Cong's dig at MEA response on Adani issue
The Congress on Saturday took a

swipe over the Ministry of External
Affairs' statement that the Indian govern-
ment is not part of the US probe into Adani
Group in any manner, asking how can this
government be part of a probe into itself.In
the first official reaction after the industri-
alist was charged with alleged fraud by
prosecutors in the United States, Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said India is yet to receive
any communication for cooperation in the
case.The Indian government is not part of
the matter in any manner at this point of
time, he said.Tagging a media report on

the remarks, Congress general secretary
in-charge communications Jairam Ramesh
said, "The MEA spokesperson says that
the Indian Government is not part of the
US probe into the Adani Group. He has
simply stated the obvious. How can this
Government be part of a probe into
itself?"The MEA has said the indictment
of Indian billionaire Gautam Adani by the
US prosecutors is a "legal matter" involv-
ing private firms, individuals and the US
Department of Justice and that New Delhi
was not informed about the case in
advance."We see this as a legal matter
involving private firms and individuals

and the US Department of Justice.
Obviously, there are established proce-
dures and legal avenues in such cases,

which we believe would be followed,"
Jaiswal said."The government of India
was not informed in advance on the
issue. We have not had any conversa-
tion with the US government on it," he
added.Gautam Adani, founder chairman
of the ports-to-energy conglomerate, his
nephew Sagar and another key execu-
tive have been charged by the US
Department of Justice of being part of
an alleged scheme to pay USD 265 mil-
lion bribes to the Indian officials to win

contracts for the supply of solar electricity
that would yield USD 2 billion profit over
a 20-year period.

Save India’s elephants from multiple threats
Encroachments on migration corri-

dors, poaching and deadly interactions with
humans and infrastructure are creating a pre-
carious future for these gentle
giantsAccording to the report, “The Status of
Elephants in India 2022-23”, there has been
a nearly 20 per cent decline in India’s ele-
phant population between 2017 and 2022.
Authorities have dubbed the printed version,
compiled by the Wildlife Institute of India,
which is under the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change,
as an interim report because census data
from the country’s north-eastern part have yet
to be completed. The final report will be
released by the end of June, 2025.The final
figures from the northeastern part are unlikely
to make a significant difference to the per-
centage of decline. This is because of the pat-
tern of development in the region where,
according to the report, elephant populations
are scattered in a mosaic dominated by human
habitations, tea plantations, mines, oil refiner-
ies and linear infrastructure (roads and rail-
way lines), which makes their movements and
lives precarious. Poaching for ivory as anoth-
er menace.More or less the same causes
account for the challenges elephants face in
other parts of the country. Not only are their
habitats encroached upon, the 88 elephant
corridors, through which the behemoths
migrate for food and water, are encroached
upon by human settlements and have railway
lines and roads running across them.While
efforts have been made to ensure safe passage

by building over-bridges for elephants to
cross railway lines, most elephants do not use
them and cross roads and railway lines on
foot. Not surprisingly, over 200 of them have
perished in train accidents over the last 10
years.Their habitats being encroached upon,
and movements under pressure, elephants are
migrating to new areas abutting human settle-
ments. Human- elephant conflicts have conse-
quently increased steeply, with the number of
people killed increasing from 457 in 2018-19
to 605 in 2022-23. Three hundred elephants
have been killed in the last three years. They
also suffer casualties as offshoots of wider
human-animal conflict.The killings are often
done with appalling cruelty. On August 15,
2024, a cow elephant died in agony in
Jhargram, West Bengal, after being pierced by
a flaming spear by a band of about 35 men
forming a “hulla” (loud noise) party—the
nomenclature given to groups, armed with
mashaals (flaming torches) and tasked by

state forest departments with driving wild
elephants away from human habitations. In
this case, the party was reportedly mobilised
by West Bengal’s Forest department to chase
away a herd of six elephants which had
entered a human habitation and killed a sen-
ior citizen. The cow elephant continued to
be hit even after she was wounded. Moving
forward, dragging her hind feet and writhing
in agony, she finally collapsed and died
eight hours later despite the forest depart-
ment’s efforts to treat her.A report by
Jayashree Nandi and Joydeep Thakur in The

Hindustan Times datelined August 20, 2024,
quoted a representative of the Human &
Environment Alliance League (HEAL), a
Kolkata-based non-profit organisation, as say-
ing, “Hulla drives happen in mob situations…
The elephants suffer emotional trauma
because of these invasive measures, in addi-
tion to physical distress. There is an urgent
need to completely stop the use of mashaals
by state authorities to drive [out]
elephants.”The report quoted an environmen-
talist, who had asked not to be named, as say-
ing, that the whole idea behind having a hulla
party was to chase elephants away by using
light. “We know that animals are instinctively
scared of fire. But we have seen in the past
that hulla groups, employed by the forest
department, are in [an] inebriated condition
and resort to all kinds of horrific torture.
Locals are extremely disturbed about this.
Moreover, all corridors that can help these
elephants escape are now encroached upon so

conflict is rising.”Sometime, death is a collat-
eral development. On May 27, 2020, a preg-
nant elephant collapsed in Velliyar river in
Kerala’s Palakkad district and died, after hav-
ing stood there since May 25. According to
the post-mortem report on the tragedy, the
immediate cause of her death was drowning.
On May 12, 2020, she had tried to eat a
coconut that had been stuffed with explosives
to kill wild boars that ate up crops. The result
was serious, incapacitating wounds in her oral
cavity. “This”, the post-mortem report contin-
ued, “resulted in excruciating pain and dis-
tress in the region and prevented the animal
from taking food and water for nearly two
weeks. Severe debility and weakness, in turn,
resulted in a final collapse in water that led to
drowning.” According to a report by Sujit
Bisoyi in The Indian Express (datelined
November 18, 2024,) , three elephants,
including a calf, died after falling into an elec-
trified trap, laid by poachers for killing wild
boars, in Odisha’s Sambalpur district.The
question is: should wild boars be killed in this
terrible way? The human-animal conflict is
making demons out of people. Meanwhile,
there is good news from across the border.
Under the auspices of Four Paws, a global
animal welfare organisation, Madhubala, an
African elephant, was shifted on November
26, 2024, from the Karachi Zoo to Karachi
Safari Park, to join her two sisters, Malika and
Sonia, in open air. One hopes, brought from
Africa when young, they live happily here-
after.
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Khammam’s Sai Teja Shot Dead in Chicago!
Nukarapu Sai Teja's path,

which was cruelly cut short, was
one of brilliance and promise, like
a comet flashing through the night
sky. Sai Teja hails from
Ramanagutta village in Kham
mam district, Telangana. Four
months ago, he left his hometown
to pursue his M.S. degree in
Chicago, USA. However, this
young student was shot dead on
Saturday morning, shattering his
dreams in a terrible act of violence.
His hamlet was shrouded in
despair by the heartbreaking news,
which left friends, family, and well-
wishers in profound sorrow. When Sai
Teja's parents heard the startling news
from the US, they were crushed. All of
a sudden, the young man who had left
home hoping for a better future was
gone. To speed up the process of
returning his mortal remains to India,
the family is now frantically looking

to Telugu communities in the United
States for assistance. In order to sup-
port the bereaved family and share in
their grief and incredulity, Ramana
gutta neighbors and relatives have
been congregating at his house.The
incident's specifics are still unknown,
and the Chicago police department is
currently looking into the matter. In

addition to leaving his family
devastated Sai Teja's untime-
ly demise has caused anxiety
among Telugu students
studying overseas. The event
highlights how vulnerable
young students are when they
leave their home country to
pursue their aspirations and
frequently end up far from
the security and comfort of
home.One can only hope that
Sai Teja's family will receive
prompt justice and closure as
the investigation progresses.

Even for those who embark on life
with the highest of goals, his story
serves as a sobering reminder of how
unexpected life can be. Even so, while
they deal with an unfathomable loss,
his loved ones want to pay tribute to
him by making sure his return home is
handled with respect and encourage-
ment.

Indian Students Urged to Rush Back!
Universities in the United

States have issued important instruc-
tions to Indian students, along with
those from other countries, who are
currently studying there. With the win-
ter vacation season in full swing, edu-
cational institutions are advising stu-
dents who have traveled to their home
countries to return to the U.S. well
before January 20, the day Donald
Trump is set to be sworn in as
President.This alert stems from con-
cerns about potential changes or chal-
lenges that may arise under the new
administration. Even though students
holding valid visas are not expected to
face immediate issues with Trump's

policies, universities are
urging them not to take any
risks by delaying their
return.Institutions stress that
in order to prevent unantici-
pated issues, holders of
valid visas should return to
the nation as soon as possi-
ble. Even if these sugges-
tions could come across as
too conservative, they cap-
ture the unpredictability of
policy changes during a
presidential transition.This advice is
especially pertinent because Indian
students make up one of the biggest
groups of foreign students in the

United States. Students can make sure
their education continues unhindered
during this time of political upheaval
by adhering to these rules.

Women in Command: Breaking Gender Barriers in Security Forces

A recent photograph that went
viral, showcasing a woman security
personnel trailing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has sparked curiosity
and debate online. The image, dissem-
inated by BJP MP and Bollywood
actress Kangana Ranaut on Instagram
stories, captures this moment as the
Prime Minister was walking in the
vicinity the Parliament. Despite
Ranaut not adding any caption to the
photo, the sight of a woman in the
security detail led many to speculate if
she was a of the PM's elite security
team, known as the Special Protection
Group (SPG).The discussion around
this photograph has brought attention
to the presence of female commandos
in the Prime Minister's security detail.
Security insiders have weighed in on
the matter, confirming that while the

SPG does include women in its
‘Close Protection Team,’ the
individual captured in the viral
photo does not belong to the
SPG. Instead, she is identified
as a personal security officer
assigned to President Droupadi
Murmu, serving as an Assistant
Comm andant with the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF).
Although her name and further
details remain undisclosed by

official sources, this clarification pro-
vides insight into the diverse roles
within the security forces protecting
India's high-ranking officials.The
intrigue surrounding the photograph
and the subsequent revelation high-
lights the evolving nature of security
protocols in India, especially regard-
ing the inclusion of women in high-
profile protection roles. This shift is
part of a broader context, tracing back
to the assassination of then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi in 1984. The
tragic event led to the formation of the
SPG in 1985, a specialized unit tasked
with the security of the Prime Minister
and their immediate family. Over the
years, the scope of SPG protection has
been refined to focus exclusively on
the incumbent Prime Minister and
their family members, marking a sig-

nificant evolution in the approach to
VIP security in India.The presence of
women in the SPG and related securi-
ty details not only challenges tradi-
tional gender roles but also under-
scores the commitment to leveraging
all available talent in ensuring the
safety of the nation’s leaders. The viral
photo and the discussions it has
sparked reflect a growing interest in
the inner workings of such elite secu-
rity teams and the individuals who
constitute them. It also sheds light on
the rigorous and inclusive process of
selecting security personnel, regard-
less of gender, based solely on their
ability to protect and serve.In conclu-
sion, the viral photo of a woman com-
mando walking behind Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has unveiled a facet of
India's security apparatus that many
were previously unaware of. It has
sparked a conversation about the role
of women in high-security details,
revealing the inclusive nature of
India's approach to safeguarding its
leaders. This incident not only high-
lights the diversity within India's secu-
rity forces but also serves as a testa-
ment to the nation's progress toward
gender inclusivity in all spheres,
including the most critical areas of
national security.

Heavy rains lash Tamil Nadu, 'Fengal'
continues to moves towards coastline

Heavy rains accompanied by gusty winds
pounded several parts of northern Tamil Nadu on
Saturday, affecting normalcy, as cyclonic storm
Fengal, expected to make landfall near Puducherry
later in the day, continued moving towards the
coast.What began as intermittent rainfall in coastal
regions on the night of November 29, gradually
became steady leading to water logging in several
areas and many residents of low-lying Madipakkam
parked their vehicles on both sides of nearby
Velachery flyover.Residents of similar vulnerable
areas too parked their vehicles in safe areas. Roads
were largely deserted and civic workers, police, and
fire and rescue personnel were deployed in all vulner-
able places.Departure and arrival schedule of flights
were affected to some extent. Chennai Metro Rail
said its services were operational without any glitch-
es and informed public of parking areas in specific
stations that were prone to inundation. State-run trans
port corporations operated skeleton services in Chen
nai and nearby areas.As the sea was pretty rough,
police put up barricades blocking access to noted
beaches including the Marina and Mamallap uram.
State-run Aavin milk supply was not affected and
power supply continued to be normal in most area
s.The government had already declared Novem ber
30 a holiday for educational institutions and requ este
d IT firms to make their employees work from home.

Misuse of power, money to control election mecha-
nism seen during Maharashtra polls: Pawar

NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar on Saturday claimed
the misuse of power and money to control the entire elec-
tion mechanism, which was never before seen in any state
assembly or national polls, was witnessed in
Maharashtra.Pawar made the statement when he visited
senior activist Dr Baba Adhav, who is protesting against the
alleged "misuse of EVMs" in the recent state polls in
Maharashtra. Adhav, who is in his 90s, began his three-day
protest at Phule Wada, the residence of social reformer
Jyotiba Phule, in the city on Thursday.The opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) allies, the Congress, Shiv Sena
(UBT) and NCP (SP), have been alleging manipulation of
EVMs in the recently held Maharashtra Assembly elec-
tions, which saw a landslide victory by the Mahayuti.The
Mahayuti, comprising the Shiv Sena, BJP and NCP, won
230 out of 288 assembly seats in the November 20 polls,
while the MVA managed just 46 seats.Talking to reporters,
Pawar said elections were conducted recently in the coun-
try, and there is a restlessness among the people about
these. Baba Adhav's agitation represents this restlessness,
he said. He said, "There is a murmur among the people that
the recent polls in Maharashtra saw 'misuse of power' and
'floods of money', which was never seen in the past.Such
things are heard of in local-level polls, but taking over the
entire election mechanism with the help of money and mis-
use of power was not seen before. However, we witnessed
it in Maharashtra, and people are restless now." He added
that people were recalling late socialist ideologue
Jaiprakash Narayan and felt somebody should take a step
forward. "I heard Baba Adhav has taken a lead into this
issue and is agitating at Phule Wada. His protest gives hope
to the people, but it is not enough.A mass revolt is neces-
sary, as the danger of the parliamentary democracy getting
destroyed looms," Pawar said. The former Union minister
said those who have reins of the country in their hands are
least bothered about this. "Despite widespread discussion
over it (alleged misuse of EVMs) in the country, whenever
the opposition tries to raise the issue in the Parliament, they
are not allowed to speak.Opposition leaders have been
seeking an opportunity to speak on these issues for six
days, but their demands have not been accepted even once.
It shows they want to attack parliamentary democracy," he
claimed. He said Dr Adhav's protest is a fine example of
someone revolting against the issue and expressed confi-
dence that his protest will create a ripple effect.
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