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A glimmer of hope
While the ceasefire offers

a reprieve from conflict, its dura-
bility is not guaranteed, a lasting
resolution still remains elusiveIn
a significant development for
West Asia, Israel and Hezbollah,
the Iran-backed militant group
operating in Lebanon, have
agreed to a ceasefire after months
of intense conflict. The agree-
ment, brokered with the interven-
tion of the United States and
France, comes into effect at mid-
night Israeli time on November
27. It is being hailed as a poten-
tial step toward de-escalation in the
region, but its success and long-term
implications remain uncertain. The
ceasefire agreement aims to restore
calm along the volatile Israel-
Lebanon border. It mandates that
Hezbollah and other armed groups in
Lebanon halt all offensive operations
against Israel. In return, Israel will
refrain from military actions target-
ing Lebanon. A key aspect of the deal
is the acknowledgement of United
Nations Security Council Resolution
1701, which calls for the disarma-
ment of militias and the exclusive
authority of Lebanese state forces in
the southern region. Israel has also
agreed to withdraw its forces from
positions south of the Blue Line
within 60 days, provided the terms

are upheld.This ceasefire does not
mean that Isreali forces are back to
barracks. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, has empha-
sised the need to focus on Iran. Israel
agreed to truce as there were logisti-
cal challenges, including delays in
weapons and munitions deliveries,
which necessitated a pause to replen-
ish stocks and prepare for future
operations. The ceasefire comes amid
a broader context of regional instabil-
ity. The war between Israel and
Hamas, which erupted in October
2023 after a brutal terrorist attack on
Israeli civilians, has already claimed
tens of thousands of lives. There is no
let up in Israel’s attacks on Gaza
where the human crisis is getting
worse. The fighting extended to
Israel’s northern border when

Hezbollah escalated its attacks,
prompting Israel to retaliate.
While the ceasefire offers a
glimmer of hope, challenges
loom large. The success of the
agreement depends on its strict
implementation, particularly
the disarmament of militias in
Lebanon. The Lebanese gov-
ernment, already struggling
with economic and political
crises, will face immense pres-
sure to assert its authority over
Hezbollah, a deeply entrenched
and well-armed organisation.

Whatever the reasons for this truce
but it definitely gives peace a chance.
The agreement’s implications for
regional peace are profound. If
upheld, it could reduce tensions
along Israel’s northern border, allow-
ing displaced civilians to return home
and facilitating humanitarian relief in
affected areas. For Lebanon, the deal
could bolster its sovereignty by curb-
ing the influence of armed non-state
actors, potentially paving the way for
greater stability. However, unre-
solved issues, including the ongoing
Israel-Hamas conflict and tensions
with Iran, continue to pose risks to
lasting peace. The  role of  the US,
France, and UNIFIL will be critical
to ensuring compliance and rebuild-
ing trust.

K P Sharma Oli walks a tightrope on China
Will Oli’s stance on the

BRI and his decision to priori-
tise China over India define his
political legacy or deepIn
Kathmandu, I observed that
Nepal Prime Minister KP Oli’s
visit to China has become a hot
potato in the chilly Kathmandu
valley. The China visit is being
portrayed by his Unified
Marxist Leninist Party (UML)-
led coalition government as a
bold initiative by Oli to resolve
the long-pending BRI
Implementation plan. The BRI
Framework Agreement 2017
signed by Nepal figured during
the maiden visit of President Xi
Jinping in 2019 when Xi
announced NC Rs 60 bn in
grants under BRI. Since 2008,
China has announced NC Rs
80 bn in grants. It seems the
government could not use the
aid for projects under BRI due
to some issues.Several delega-
tions from both countries have
interacted over the BRI
Implementation plan for a long
but the plan has not been
signed.Oli last visited China in
2016 after the Indian blockade
and signed several agreements
including energy trade but
almost none has materialised.
China is insisting that BRI
projects that were truncated at
Beijing’s request from 35 to 9
be under loan whereas Nepal,
especially Nepali Congress, the
senior coalition partner, wants

them under grant. There were
fears Oli might sign in to
please the Chinese which
resulted in considerable squab-
bling between them. A high-
level task force of the two par-
ties has been meeting to arrive
at a consensus. Opposition
lawmakers wanted all the
agreements signed so far to be
made public and discussed in
Parliament and with civil soci-
ety. At a UML meeting, Oli
recently announced he would
not sign BRI for the sake of
coalition unity.Chinese envoy
Chen Song who had been lob-
bying with lawmakers to sign
the BRI plan has clarified that
Chinese-built Pokhara airport
would not be converted from
loan to grant. Foreign Minister
Arzu Rana is going to China on
November 28 to prepare for
Oli’s visit with some plans on
BRI.The other troubling issue
was ‘the first where – China or
India’ visit of Oli. Traditionally
barring two exceptions – Prime
Ministers Tanka Prasad

Acharya and
P u s h p a
Kamal Dahal
(Prachanda) -
all others on
b e c o m i n g
PM have first
gone to New
D e l h i .
P r a c h a n d a
had clarified

that his was not a state visit to
China but he had gone for the
Beijing Olympics. India has
not invited all PMs  – like
Madhav Nepal, Jhalanath
Khanal, and Sushil Koirala –
from both Left and Centre-
Right parties but New Delhi
has historically favoured
Nepali Congress. Oli had said
some pretty undiplomatic, even
unkind things about India dur-
ing his second term as PM after
he had internationalised the
Kalapani dispute and made it
into a national issue. But later,
Oli did work with India. Oli
going to China without Beijing
making any concession on BRI
is cocking a snook at India.
During the annual Kantipur
Conclave in Kathmandu this
month, he clarified that as a
sovereign nation, a PM can
visit any country first. He com-
pared the ‘first visit India or
China  conundrum’ to visiting
Nizamuddin or Ajmer Sharif
first: which made little impact
on the mainly Nepali audience,

adding that his visit to China
will not harm relations with
India.For Nepal maintaining
balance between India and
China is a vital strategic mis-
sion that the founding father of
Nepal, Prithvi Narayan Shah
had described as a yam
between two boulders.
Geography and social and cul-
tural factors have favoured
India. The dethroned Maoist
leader and four-time PM
Prachanda, Oli’s erstwhile
short-term partner, accused
him in an interview with an
Indian journalist who had come
for the Kantipur Conclave, of
playing the China card. UML
was incensed by the allegation,
demanding an apology from
Prachanda.At the Kantipur
Conclave, Prachanda informed
the audience that he was happy
he was no longer heading the
government as he could atone
for his party’s mistakes and
serve the people better. He clar-
ified that with 32 seats, he had
never sought power but others
(NC and UML) had come to
him to form the govern
ment.He asserted he had made
a direct assault on corruption –
the no 1 bane of Nepal – and
put many corrupt leaders
including members of his party,
and those who had supported
his government in jail. This
included the newsmaker and
former Home Minister, Rabi

Lamichhane from the
Rashtriya Swatantra Party who
is at present in jail, being inves-
tigated for fraud. In
Kathmandu, I discovered that
Lamichhane has created a
problem for the government on
which jail he should be lodged
in, due to massive protests by
his supporters. They took him
to the Terai towns but not to his
citadel in Chitwan and brought
him back to Pokhara as they
were unable to present him
before a Kathmandu court to
avoid creating law and order
issues. Every other day there
are massive traffic jams in
Kathmandu over some issue or
the other.Oli was cool about
Rabi, saying at the Kantipur
Conclave that he had ‘once
given Rabi a job (in Nepal
Television)’ but did not know
much about his case. The par-
liamentary probe that was
ordered on him as demanded
by the Nepali Congress was at
the behest of PM Prachanda
and Rabi himself who was the
Home Minister in the coalition
government. He added: “let
law take its course”. Oli’s
China conundrum was grab-
bing headlines. By declaring he
won’t sign the BRI Implem
entation plan on Chinese terms
for coalition unity he has taken
the fizz out of the champagne
that was to be popped after his
visit.

Realigning India’s economic strategy
Realigning India’s economic strategyAchieving the
ambitious goal of becoming a developed nation by 2047
demands a decisive overhaul of current economic
policiesThe world is undergoing rapid political changes.
With these geopolitical changes underway, it becomes
imperative to relook at the current strategy for economic
development to meet the declared target of achieving a
developed nation status by 2047. It becomes necessary to
realign and readjust the policy points with the changing
circumstances. Countries become rich by producing and
selling globally valuable and value-added products.
India’s share in global trade has to grow rapidly from the
present measly 1.8 per cent in goods exports and 2.8 per
cent in goods imports. In the service sector too, India
needs to enhance its share of delivered services upwards
from the present 6 per cent. How will this happen? We
need to take quantum measures and hard steps without
caring for internal political expediency. Global political
scenario may affect the choice of strategic steps but it can
have, at best, limited effect if we as a nation are deter-
mined, focused and forthright.Nothing can come in the
way if we act united and our government performs its
actions without fear or favour. The government’s back-
tracking on the Agriculture and Farm Bills of 2019 was
an unfortunate incident. Such incidents should not recur.
The government buckled under the fake protests by agro
market middlemen masquerading as farmers who created
a false show of protests to put spokes in the wheel of the
Bills and sabotage them. The government, under fear of
bourgeoning vandalism by anti-national elements to pre-
vent the promulgation of Bills, backed by foreign enemy
countries capitulated and rolled back the Bills. This
should not have happened. The country paid a heavy
price for this as agriculture is still the mainstay of India’s
economy. If only those important Bills had been passed,
we would have witnessed an economic growth rate
increase of at least 2 per cent over the existing. Let our
government bring back those Bills at the earliest appro-
priate time to provide a vital booster to our economy. 
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LS adjourned for the day amid opposition uproar
LS adjourned for the

day amid opposition uproarThe
Lok Sabha was adjourned for
the day on Thursday amid
opposition protests over the
violence in Sambhal and the
Adani issue.Opposition mem-
bers were in the Well of the
House raising slogans demand-
ing action against the perpetra-
tors of the violence in Sambhal
during a survey being carried
out in a mosque.Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
flayed the protests saying, "I
condemn the attempts by the
Congress and its allies in dis-
rupting the House proceed-
ings."He said the opposition
members were protesting despite the
government agreeing to their demands
for extension of the tenure of the Joint
Committee on the Waqf Amendment
Bill and debate in the House on certain
issues.However, as the opposition

protests continued TDP member
Krishna Prasad Tenneti, who was in the
chair, adjourned the proceedings for
the day.Earlier, the Lok Sabha adopted
a resolution granting extension to the
Joint Committee on the Waqf
Amendment Bill till the last day of the

Budget session next
year.The House also
witnessed disruptions
during the Question
Hour, soon after two
Congress leaders --
Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra and Ravindra
Chavan -- took oath as
members of the Lok
Sabha.The opposition
has been pressing for
discussions on allega-
tions of irregularities
against the Adani
Group and Sambhal
violence.The Adani
Group said on
Wednesday that

Gautam Adani, and his nephew Sagar
have not been charged with any viola-
tion of the US Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act (FCPA) in the indictment
that authorities filed in the New York
court in an alleged bribery case.

Where are we taking country for political dividends:
Sibal after 'Shiva temple in dargah claim'

Where are we taking country for
political dividends: Sibal after 'Shiva
temple in dargah claim'A day after a
court in Ajmer issued notices in a civil
suit claiming that there is a Shiva tem-
ple in the dargah of Sufi saint
Moinuddin Chishti, Rajya Sabha MP
Kapil Sibal on Thursday termed the

development as "worrisome" and
wondered where the country was
being taken for political divi-
dends.A local court in Ajmer on
Wednesday directed that notice
be issued to three parties in a civil
suit which claims there is a Shiva
temple in the dargah, the plain-
tiff's advocate said.In a post on X,
Sibal said, "Worrisome. The latest
claim: Shiv Temple at Ajmer
Dargah. Where are we taking this
country? And why? For political

dividends!"Advocate Yogesh Siroja
told reporters in Ajmer that the suit was
heard in the court of Civil Judge
Manmohan Chandel.The suit, claiming
there is a Shiva temple in the dargah,
was filed in September seeking direc-
tions to start the worship in the temple
again.He said notices have been issued

to Ajmer Dargah Committee, Ministry
of Minority Affairs and Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) office in New
Delhi seeking their response.Plaintiff
Vishnu Gupta said, "Our demand was
that the Ajmer dargah should be
declared as Sankat Mochan Mahadev
Temple and if the dargah has any kind
of registration, then it should be can-
celled. Its survey should be done
through ASI and Hindus should be
given the right to worship there."The
next hearing is on December 20.The
development takes place close on the
heels of violence that took place in
Sambhal in Uttar Pradesh killing four
people and injuring many, including
policemen, when a local court ordered
a survey of a mosque which petitioners
said was built after destroying an old
temple.

Delhi's air quality deteriorates,
AQI in 'very poor' category

Delhi's air quality deteriorates, AQI in 'very
poor' categoryPollution levels in Delhi increased
slightly on Thursday morning with the air quality
in the 'very poor' category, officials said.At 9 am,
Delhi's Air Quality Index (AQI) was recorded at
313, compared to a reading of 301 at 9 am on
Wednesday, according to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) data.A thick layer of haze
continued to blanket the national capital.An AQI
between zero and 50 is considered 'good', 51 and
100 'satisfactory', 101 and 200 'moderate', 201 and
300 'poor', 301 and 400 'very poor', and 401 and
500 'severe'.Of the 38 monitoring stations that
recorded air quality data, none reported levels in
the severe category, according to the CPCB
data.Meanwhile, the city's minimum temperature
settled 0.2 notches below normal at 10.2 degrees
Celsius, the India Meteorological Department
said.The IMD has forecast mainly clear sky during
the day while the maximum temperature is expect-
ed to hover around 26 degrees Celsius.

ED team attacked in Delhi dur-
ing raids in cyber crime case

ED team attacked in Delhi during raids in
cyber crime case An Enforcement Directorate team
undertaking searches in a cyber fraud linked
money laundering case was allegedly attacked here
on Thursday, officials said.The agency has regis-
tered a police FIR about the incident that took
place at a farmhouse that was raided by ED offi-
cials in the Bijwasan area of the national capital
that falls under the Kapashera police station in
southwest Delhi.An Enforcement Officer (EO) suf-
fered minor injuries during the attack. He is contin-
uing with the searches after he was given first aid,
officials said.The probe pertains to a case against
the PYYPL app.The alleged accused in the case,
including Ashok Sharma and his brother, allegedly
attacked the ED team. The situation is under con-
trol and searches are going on, the sources said.The
search operations, according to sources, has been
launched after the ED got inputs from the I4C and
the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) about cyber
crimes like phishing, QR code cheating, part time
job fraud leading to fraud with many people.It was
found that money earned through this cyber fraud
was being layered through as many as 15,000
'mule' accounts and withdrawn using debit and
credit cards.Using these cards, it was found, money
was remitted to top up virtual accounts on UAE-
based Pyypl payment aggregator and subsequently
funds were used from Pyypl to buy crypto curren-
cy.The network was being run by some Chartered
Accountants (CAs), the sources claimed.

Why band-aid solutions fail to fix Delhi pollution
Why band-aid solutions fail to fix Delhi

pollution  Despite court orders, government
promises, and short-term measures like vehicle
restrictions and artificial rain, Delhi’s air quality
remains perilously poorWhy do the residents of
Delhi experience pollution every year while the
ruling class blames it on stubble burning in the
neighbouring states of Haryana, Punjab, and Uttar
Pradesh? Can't they find a permanent solution
instead of debating who will pay for the burning
machines and other related expenses?The air pol-
lution levels in Delhi are eight times higher than
the WHO's prescribed limits. It has reached a
level where the judiciary, executive, and parlia-
ment blame each other, and the severe pollution
level continues. Returning from a month-long
holiday in the US, I was immediately struck by
the urgency of the pollution crisis as I landed in
Delhi, past midnight this week.The dark skies,
sheets of dust, heat, and difficulty in breathing
welcomed me as a stark reminder and a pressing
call to action. The pollution levels in Delhi have
soared to their highest this week. It has reached
hazardous levels, causing state officials to limit
movement and revive plans to stimulate artificial
rain to clear toxins. This forced the schools and
offices to close due to cloaking the city in thick
brown smog and demanded immediate action.The
number of respiratory diseases in children and
older adults is rising, along with other health
issues. In cold winters in the north, smog covers
the area every year and traps harmful pollutants
from fires, construction, and factories. This issue
worsens when farmers burn their fields after har-
vesting rice to prepare for new crops. The same or
even worse scenario unfolds yearly, reaching
alarming levels over time. Citizens feel helpless
while politicians engage in a blame game. As a

result, the public endures poor air quality, which
seriously threatens their health. Affluent individu-
als often escape to warmer destinations during
winter, but children and older people suffer the
most. Many schools have closed, and residents
have been advised to stay indoors. Construction
work has been halted, and the government is con-
sidering implementing an odd-even vehicle use
policy to control pollution. While this is a step in
the right direction, the severity of the crisis
requires effective solutions without further
delays.According to the Central Pollution Control
Board, the World Health Organization, and other
monitoring agencies, Delhi's air quality index
(AQI) ranges between 1,200 and 1,500. India's
AQI is classified as poor when it exceeds 200,
very poor when it exceeds 300, and severe or haz-
ardous when it exceeds 400. The recommended
AQI limit is between 0 and 100. This alarming sit-
uation discourages international travellers and
members of the Indian diaspora from planning
their annual visits.The government and politicians
are well aware of the root cause of the problem
but play the blame game. The Supreme Court has
ordered the government to address pollution.In
the past, it has even led efforts to improve air
quality in Delhi. It has set rules about which vehi-
cles can operate in the city, ordered the relocation
of many factories that pollute the air, and closed
businesses to reduce emissions. The court also
pushed the government to take action. The fault
lies in the implementation.  Last month, the
Supreme Court ruled that clean air is a fundamen-
tal human right. It ordered both the central gov-
ernment and state authorities to take immediate
action. However, most measures, such as vehicle
restrictions, industrial regulations, and public
awareness campaigns, must be more effective in

preventing deteriorating air quality. Critics ques-
tion how effective the court's decisions are and
accuse the judiciary of interfering in executive
matters.In its 2024 manifesto, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government in Delhi did not include
promises to reduce pollution, unlike previous
ones. Instead, the manifesto focused on the
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) and ways
to cut pollution. APP highlighted the need for cit-
izen involvement and plans to use electric buses
to control pollution.Now that it has reached an
alarming stage, the  Centre and the state govern-
ments must take a balanced approach concerning
Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh, which are
the real culprits. Every winter, smoke from farm
fires engulfs Delhi and covers the Delhi skies.
Farmers resort to burning as it is the cheapest
method of clearing their fields.The state govern-
ments demand that the Centre provide funds to
assist farmers in reducing smoke emissions, but
the issue persists yearly. Meanwhile, politics also
plays its role. The BJP governs the Centre, while
AAP rules Delhi and Punjab. The Congress
remains an onlooker. This attitude does not help
implement an effective plan. The experts say it's
high time half-measures were shunned, and com-
prehensive solutions are implemented. For
instance, GRAP-III must be upgraded to GRAP-
IV, facilitating the enforcement of the odd-even
rule. The election to the Delhi Assembly is around
the corner. People must make it an election issue.
In the meantime, residents of Delhi should con-
sider quick solutions to combat pollution, such as
wearing masks, indoor air-purifying plants, and
the affluent using air purifiers, taking steam baths,
eating healthy foods, and ensuring proper ventila-
tion in their homes. The citizens must also assist
authorities in any efforts to help control pollution. 
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