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Not happy sight to see people dragged to street: Court sets rules on demolitions

Supreme Court on Wednesday,
strongly opposing "arbitrary" demolition
of buildings, issued pan-India guidelinesto
govern bulldozer actions in cases of illegal
construction and encroachments.Key
directives include issuing a 15-day
advance notice, video recording the proce-
dure, and publicly displaying the spot
report and avenue for legal challenge,
among other measures.However, the
guidelines will not apply if the unautho-
rised structure is on a public road, railway
line, footpath or water body, or if demoli-
tion has been ordered by a court, the
Supreme Court specified. The top court
also stressed that the executive cannot

become a judge and declare an accused

guilty and demolish his house and
remarked, "It is not a happy sight to see
women, children and aged persons
dragged to the streets overnight.Only
structures found to be unauthorised and
not compoundable will be demolished.No
demolitions will be carried out without
advance notice to the owner and the notice
must also be prominently displayed on the
structure.The show cause notice must be
issued 15 days in advance, and it must
specify the reason for demolition and the
date of the hearing.A digital portal must be
created within three months to provide
details of the notice and the date it was
publicly displayed near the structure.The
order must explain why the extreme step
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of demolition is necessary.The order will
not be implemented for 15 days from the
date of receipt to allow the owner/occupi-
er to remove unauthorised constru
ction.The date for a personal hearing must
be given, and the hearing must record the

submissions of the owner.It must also

I‘k; ,_ S determine whether the offence is com-

¥ poundable or if partial demolition is
possible.An auto-generated email must
be sent to the Collector/District
Magistrate as soon as the notice is
issued to prevent backdating.A detailed

.. spot report must be prepared, and a

detailed video recording of the demoli-

‘ ~ tion, including police and officials pres-
- & ent, must be made.The spot report must

be displayed on the digital
portal.Violation of these directions could
lead to prosecution for contempt or other
legal action.Concerned officials will be
held responsible for the restitution of prop-
erty if these guidelines are violated.

2 Maharashtra MLAS who make
anti-mcumbency look ke a joke

Anti-incumbency is a natural process that
leads to frequent changes in leadership in a particu-
lar assembly or constituency. In fact, anti-incumbent
leaders work hard to reverse the trend to hold on to
their seats.But the dynamics of Indian politics are
such that their efforts often go in vain.Maharashtra
will go to polls next week and while existing MLAs
pull up their sock to secure enough votes to help
them stay in power, 12 leaders do not have to worry
about leaving office.The assembly elections in the
third-largest state of India will be a power tussle
between the two alliances -- the ruling Mahayuti and
the Opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA). The
upcoming election will be a litmus test for the BJP-
led Mahayuti after a poor show in the Lok Sabha
elections.

Who are the unbeatable MLAs of MH?

According to a report by Times of India, there are 12
Members of Legislative Assembly who have defied
anti-incumbency with nine of them winning their
respective seats for five consecutive years while
three have been unbeatable seven times in a row.At
least 11 of these MLAs are ready to contest again
this year.Peasants and Workers Party of India's
leader late Ganpatrao Deshmukh tops this list as he
has won from the seat of Sangola 11 times straight,
making him the longest-serving MLA in
Mabharashtra's history.

Other leaders who have longer terms include:
Congress' Balasaheb Thorat for eight terms
NCP-SP's Jayant Patil for seven terms

NCP's Dilip Walse Patil for seven terms

NCP's Ajit Pawar for seven terms

BJP's Vijaykumar Gavit for six terms

BJP's Girish Mahajan for six terms

BJP's Mangal Pratap Lodha for six terms

BJP's Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil six terms

NCP's Babanrao Shinde for six terms

Congress' Ranjit Kamble for five terms

NCP-SP's Shamrao Pandurang Patil for five terms
NCP's Hasan Mushrif for five terms

Is anti-incumbency going to play a role in polls?
Yes, ant-incumbency is one of the key challenges
that the candidates face in a state that is already
marred with rampant defections.However, the BJP,
which is part of the Mahayuti alliance, is confident
that its  candidates won't face  anti-
incumbency."There's no anti-incumbency as far as
the BJP is concerned. The party and the central gov-
ernment have done a fantastic job in Maharashtra
under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi," said BJP candidate Ameet Satam.
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Kerala IAS Otficer Suspended Over 'Hindu Otficers'
WhatsApp Group Atter Police Debunk His 'Phone Hack' Claim

The Kerala Government on
Monday suspended an IAS officer for
creating a WhatsApp group titled
"Mallu Hindu Officers." The suspen-
sion order stated that the group aimed
to 'foment division, sow disunity and
break the solidarity within the cadres
of the AIll India Services in the

state".The action was
taken against senior IAS
officer K
| Gopalakrishnan, who
was Director of Indus
| tries and Commerce
after police disproved
his claim that his phone
had been hacked and
that he had not created
the group.The order fur-
ther said
Gopalakrishnan's  act
‘ was found to be creating
"communal formations and alignments
within the cadres of the All India
Services".

How the controversy erupted

The IAS officer had lodged a police
complaint, alleging that unidentified
cybercriminals hacked his mobile
phone and created religious WhatsApp

groups without his consent. According
to his claim, the hackers assigned him
as the admin for two groups- "Mallu
Hindu Officers" and "Mallu Muslim
Officers."He stated that the "Mallu
Hindu Officers" group was created on
October 30 and included several senior
IAS officers. After other officers
raised concerns about the inappropri-
ateness of the group, he promptly
deleted it.After the comprehensive
probe, which was ordered by the
Kerala Government, the police said
they found no evidence of the IAS
officer's phone being hacked and he
had carried out a factory reset of the
device several times before submitting
it to the police for forensic examina-
tion.Gopalakrishnan was suspended
by CM Pinarayi Vijayan after Chief
Secretary Sarada Muraleedharan sub-
mitted his report in the case.

Bengaluru To Mangaluru In 4 Hours: 335-Km
New Expressway Connecting Coastal Karnataka

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways (MoRTH)
1s working on an ambitious plan to
create a high-speed expressway that
will significantly improve connec-
tivity between Bengaluru and
Mangaluru.This expressway will
span approximately 335 kilometers,
offering seamless, all-weather road
access, and is set to transform travel
between southern and coastal
Karnataka.

Key Features of the Bengaluru -

Mangaluru Expressway
The expressway, which will stretch
from Bengaluru to Mangaluru, aims to
reduce the travel time between the two
cities from the current 7-8 hours to just
4 hours. The project will be a 4-6 lane
greenfield, access-controlled highway,
bypassing the usual congested routes
and providing quicker access to key
areas like Hassan along the way.With
the increasing traffic between the two
cities, this expressway will serve as a
crucial corridor for both commercial
and passenger vehicles. It will also
serve as an essential link between
Bengaluru, one of India's major tech-
nology hubs, and Mangaluru, which is
a key port city on the western coast.

Progress and Bidding Details
As of now, nine firms have submitted
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bids for preparing the Detailed Project
Report (DPR) for the construction of
the Bengaluru-Mangaluru Express
way. MoRTH opened the technical
bids for the project on Tuesday, and
the next phase involves the evaluation
of these technical bids. This process is
expected to take a couple of months.
Once completed, the financial bids of
the technically qualified bidders will
be opened to determine the most suit-
able consultant and contractor.The
MoRTH had invited tenders for the
project in June 2024, with a project
timeline set for approximately 1.5
years for the DPR and an unknown
estimated cost. The technical evalua-
tion and subsequent contract awarding
are expected to take place in 2025,
with the final DPR likely to be com-

pleted by the end of 2026.Once the
DPR is finalised, the project will
move through various stages includ-
ing land acquisition, environmental
clearances, and other approvals. As of
now, it is expected that construction
work for the Bengaluru-Mangaluru
Expressway will not commence
« before 2028. However, once opera-
tional, this expressway will greatly
reduce travel time, making the long
journey between the cities more effi-
cient.The expressway will play a piv-
otal role in enhancing regional connec-
tivity, reducing travel time, and pro-
viding faster access to key towns and
cities between Bengaluru and
Mangaluru. This development is also
expected to have significant economic
benefits by improving the transporta-
tion of goods and services along this
corridor.Once completed, the
Bengaluru-Mangaluru  Expressway
will be a major infrastructure mile-
stone in Karnataka, potentially benefit-
ing millions of commuters, tourists,
and businesses that rely on this critical
route. For those interested in staying
updated on the project's progress, fur-
ther information and updates will be
available on platforms dedicated to the

Mangaluru-Bengaluru  Expressway
project.
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India, currently the world's most
populous country, has seen significant
changes in its demographic landscape over
the past few decades.As of November
2024, the country's population stands at
145.56 crore, a figure that has overtaken
China, marking a historic shift in global
population dynamics. However, the nation
is also experiencing a notable decline in its
fertility rate, a trend that carries both posi-
tive and negative consequences for the
future.

Decline in Fertility Rate: A Global and

National Trend
The global population, which stood at
around 250 crore in 1950, has now surged
past 800 crore. While this exponential
growth has sparked debates about whether
a growing global population is a blessing
or a burden, the decline in birth rates
worldwide 1is becoming increasingly
apparent. According to United Nations
estimates, India's fertility rate, which was
6.2 children per woman in 1950, has now
fallen to below 2. If current trends persist,
India's fertility rate could dip to 1.3 by
2050, marking a dramatic shift in the
demographic profile of the country.The
fertility rate of 2.1 children per woman is
considered the replacement level, meaning
that below this level, a population begins
to shrink over time. India, however, is not
alone in this phenomenon. By 2050, the
global fertility rate is expected to decrease
to 1.8, and by 2100, it could fall further to
1.6. This decline presents a mixed bag of
challenges and opportunities for countries
like India, where the demographic transi-
tion could have long-term implications for
economic growth, social stability, and
labour markets.
The Changing Face of India's
Population

India's population is still growing, but at a
slower pace. In 2021, approximately 2
crore children were born in the country,

4 Icion b death mcar afe T hetroni
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Four Indian friends, including two siblings,
died in a burning Tesla in Toronto, Canada, on
October 24. The deceased victims from Gujarat
were previously identified as Ketaba Gohil (29)

but projections suggest that this number
will decrease to just 1.3 crore by 2050.
Meanwhile, the global total number of
births has also been declining, from 14.2
crore in 2016 to nearly 1.29 crore in 2021.
Despite these changes, low-income coun-
tries are expected to experience the highest
fertility rates in the coming decades, con-
tributing to significant challenges in man-
aging infrastructure and resources.In
India, the shift from a high fertility rate to
a low fertility rate is partly driven by social
and economic factors. These include
delayed marriages, greater access to edu-
cation and family planning, and shifting
priorities in terms of career and economic
stability. Women, particularly in urban
areas, are having fewer children, often due
to later marriages and a growing focus on
careers and personal development. These
trends are expected to continue, which will
significantly alter the demographic struc-
ture of the country over the next few
decades.

The Advantages of a Declining Fertility

Rate

While many might view a declining fertil-
ity rate as a challenge, there are several
advantages to this demographic shift,
especially from the perspective of resource
management and quality of life. A
decrease in the fertility rate generally leads
to a more manageable population growth,
reducing strain on resources such as food,
water, and energy. With fewer children to

New Delhi: In a significant
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support, governments may be able to
invest more in healthcare, education, and
social services, potentially improving liv-
ing standards for the  general
population.Research also suggests that
women may directly benefit from lower
fertility rates. Studies indicate that women
who have fewer children tend to live
longer on average. For example, women
who have only one child tend to live about
six years longer than those who have large
families. In addition to longer life
expectancy, lower fertility rates often cor-
relate with improved health outcomes for
women, including better maternal health
and lower child mortality rates. Furthe
rmore, a smaller and more controlled pop-
ulation could lead to better access to
resources per capita. With fewer people to
provide for, the economy could see more
targeted investments in infrastructure and
development projects, creating more sus-
tainable growth in the long term.

The Disadvantages: Risks of a
Shrinking Population
However, the decline in fertility rates is
not without its challenges. The most press-
ing concern is the potential for an ageing
population. As the fertility rate falls, the
proportion of young people in society
diminishes, while the elderly population
increases. This demographic shift could
lead to a shortage of working-age individ-
uals, creating labour market imbalances
and a strain on social security systems.
Countries with declining birth rates,
including India, may face difficulties sus-
taining economic growth if there is insuffi-
cient young labour to support older gener-
ations.In India, the population of children
aged 0-14 years has already begun to
decline, from 36.4 crore in 2001 to 34
crore in 2024. Meanwhile, the number of
people aged 60 and above has more than
doubled, from 6.1 crore in 1991 to an esti-
mated 15 crore by 2024. This ageing pop-
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ulation could pose significant challenges
to healthcare systems, pensions, and social
welfare programmes, all of which will
require greater resources as the number of
elderly citizens grows.Moreover, a smaller
population could also lead to regional and
social imbalances, particularly in rural
areas where birth rates remain relatively
higher than in urban centres. In the future,
this could exacerbate issues such as migra-
tion to cities, unemployment, and social
inequality.

Global Trends: Fertility Decline and Its

Implications

The fertility rate decline is not exclusive to
India; it 1s part of a broader global trend.
As fertility rates fall in both developed and
developing nations, the challenges of a
shrinking workforce and an ageing popula-
tion are becoming more pronounced.
However, the situation is more critical in
low-income countries, where high fertility
rates continue to pose significant chal-
lenges to infrastructure and resource man-
agement.According to a 2021 study by the
Global Burden of Disease (GBD), the
share of live births in low-income coun-
tries is expected to double from 18 per cent
in 2021 to 35 per cent by 2100. If these
countries do not address the reproductive
health challenges that contribute to high
fertility rates, they may face increased
pressure on resources, healthcare, and edu-
cation systems.India's declining fertility
rate presents both opportunities and chal-
lenges. While a smaller population could
lead to better resource distribution and
improved quality of life, the long-term
effects of an ageing population and a
shrinking labour force cannot be ignored.
Policymakers will need to address these
demographic shifts with targeted strate-
gies, such as improving labour force par-
ticipation among the elderly, investing in
healthcare for an ageing population, and
fostering inclusive economic growth.

India ships first powerful Akash air defence
missile system battery to...., it's not Israel

_indigenous components. The

and her brother Neelraj (25), Jayrajsingh Sisodia
and Digvijay Patel.The fiery tragedy happened last
month when the electronic vehicle burst into
flames after hitting a guard rail. The sole survivor
of the incident was a woman in her 20s, who fortu-
nately made it out after Rick Harper, a heroic
Canada Post employee, smashed a window of the
burning Model Y with a metal pole.Sole survivor's
heroic saviour opens up about the incidentHarper
has since spoken out about the blazing tragedy that
claimed the lives of four friends, questioning Tesla
's safety design after the Toronto accident.As the
Toronto Star recorded, the Canada Post hero con-
firmed that he "couldn't open the doors."He expl
ained, "I would assume the young lady would have
tried to open the door from the inside, becau se she
was pretty desperate to get out.""I don't know if
that was the battery or what. But she coul dn't get
out." Harper told the outlet that as soon as he broke
one of the car's windows, the stressed-out woman
fell out of the car head-first. Due to the thick sm
oke covering the car's interior, Harper didn't realise
then that other people were also trapped inside.
Fiery Tesla's safety design under scrutiny

While the cause of the crash is still being investi-
gated, the case has drawn attention to Tesla's elec-
tronic doors failing the victims. The EV's doors
need power to open as a button unlocks them
instead of handles.

advancement for India's defence
exports, the first Akash weapon sys-
tem battery has been shipped to a for-
eign nation.No, it is not Israel.

Although India and Israel share a |SEhGs

strong and growing bilateral relation-

ship, particularly in the areas of ¥
trade. |8

defense, technology, and
However, the recipient country is not
Israel. Its... read the detailed story to
know more.India ships first powerful
Akash air defence missile system bat-
tery to...., it's not IsraeclWell, the first
Akash weapon system battery has been
shipped to Armenia, making it the sec-
ond missile system exported by India.
Developed by the Defence Research
and Development Organization, the
Akash system is a surface-to-air mis-
sile (SAM) capable of targeting fighter
jets, cruise and air-to-surface missiles,
drones, and other aerial threats within a
range of 25 km.Produced by Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL), each Akash
weapon system battery includes a
Rajendra 3D passive electronically
scanned array radar and four launchers,
each equipped with three interlinked
missiles.Sanjeev Kumar, Secretary of

Defence Production in the Ministry of
Defence, "flagged off the first Akash
Weapon System Battery to a Friendly
Foreign Country." As per The New
Indian Express report, Bharat Electro
nics Limited (BEL) stated on Monday,
"This event reflects India's growing
capabilities in defence technology and
manufacturing." According to The New
Indian Express, the Union Cabinet
approved the export of the Akash
Missile System in December 2020.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh noted
that the export version of the Akash
missile will differ from the system used
by the Indian armed forces, the report
added. He emphasized that the missile
system comprises over 96 per cent

. Akash missile was inducted into
" the Indian Air Force in 2014 and
. the Indian Army in 2015.In 2022,
¢ Armenia signed a deal with India to
y purchase 15 Akash missile systems
i valued at approximately Rs 6,000
crore, becoming the first foreign
¥ country to acquire this missile sys-
§ tem.As per the Asianet News Hindi

gl report, Akash missile systems can

destroy aircraft within a range of
30-35 km and at altitudes up to 18,000
meters. It carries up to 60 kilograms of
explosives and is capable of intercept-
ing both cruise and ballistic missiles.In
2022, India also secured a significant
defence export deal with the Philip
pines for the supply of BrahMos super-
sonic cruise missiles, marking the
country's first major defence export
order. The Akash missile system is
highly mobile, capable of being deplo
yed on both wheeled and tracked vehi-
cles. Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL)
stated that it contributed to this achiev
ement by providing key Ground Supp
ort Equipment, including Surveillance
Radars, Missile Guidance Radars, and

C4I systems.
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