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Nitish Kumar signals BIP
"Thus far and no further’

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar is a
cool customer. The Janata Dal (United)
(JDU) leader, who has created a record by
being sworn in nine times as Bihar chief
minister, knows how to say things, and
when they will have the maximum
impact.Not amused by controversial
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader and
Union Minister Giriraj Singh's recent ac-
tions, Kumar has made his displeasure
known subtly but firmly to underline that
he was the undisputed f;ader of the state,
and nothing should be done to jeopardise
it by those who claim to be the
allies. Therecent meetingof the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) in Bihar was
intended to convey to the BJP high com-
mand that experiments like Singh's Hindu
Swabhiman Yatra were not conducive to
the health of the coalition."Whether we get
the Muslim vote or not, communal har-
mony should be maintained at all costs",
Kumar said, implying that Singh's yatra
was an out-and-out attempt to communalise
Bihar.It was aimed at polarising the Hin-
dus on the lines of Uttar Pradesh, where it
is slowly losing steam. So, the BJP using
such experiments is the refrain in political
circles.Despite being in power for nearly
20 long years, Kumar has been able to send
home the message that he is a secular
leader. This is notwithstanding the off and
on alliance with the BJP. This helps him in
getting an added space and virtually keeps
the BJP on tenterhooks.The BJP's rationale
looks simple. If Kumar wants to retain the
goodwill of the minorities by his secular
card, the BJP wants to polarise the Hindus
in the caste-dominated Bihar and enlarge
its footprint in a state known for the poli-
tics of social justice.An ambitious Singh
who is not looked upon favourably by the
Muslims for his communal statements has
also failed to gain enough traction among
the Hindus. With thepassing away of Sushil
Modi, the BJP in Bihar has become face-
less, and Singh's attempt is to fill in the
gap. Sushil Modi was always seen as
Kumar's deputy and once the BJP decided
to focus on building the party in Bihar, he
was moved to Delhi a few years ago.While
everything looks well on the face of it,
Kumar is seeking to keep the BJP off bal-
ance, indicating that any political misad-
venture will boomerang.Kumar's action is
significant as it comes ahead of the Assem-
bly polls scheduled by the end of 2025. He
knows that the BJP needs to be kept under
check whatever might be the results from
the Assembly polls in Maharashtra and
Jharkhand. He also knows that the BJP will
become more aggressive if it fares better
in these polls; thus, offence is the best part
of defence.This time Kumar is in a more
comfortable position because he is the vi-
tal 'crutch' to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's government, after the BJP failed to
secure a majority in the Lok Sabha
polls.Kumar knows that the BJP has been
impatient for long to dominate the politics
of Bihar despite several failures. The
world's largest party would not have had
any truck with him again early this year
after Home Minister Amit Shah's categori-
cal statement that the BJP will not touch
Kumar with a bargepole. "Enough of 'Aaya
Ram, Gaya Ram, the BJP's doors are closed
forever for Nitish Kumar," he had said early
last year.Kumar might be a fading star but
wants to be the leader on his home turf,
taking advantage of the delicate political
situation where rival sides cannot reach the
winning post by antagonising him. He
seems unconcerned about the 'Paltu Ram'
tag, and believes in the idea that one bird
in the hand is worth two in the bush.Kumar
would be aware that Singh's venture into
Bihar's politics was not possible without
the tacit support of Shah, if not Modi, to
change the status quo ante in Bihar. There
has been speculation that the BJP could win
over the dozen odd JD(U) MPs, leaving
Kumar high and dry. The BJP might not
yet to it, at least not until the Assembly polls
because currently it is 'faceless' in the state,
and poaching before the state polls could
backfire for the BJP in Bihar.Closer to the
Bihar Assembly polls, the NDA allies will
have to decide who will lead the coalition
in the state. By exiting the .N.D.I.A. bloc
when he was not made the face of it, Kumar
has showed that he prefers to be projected
as the leader. The BJP will be cognisant of
this demand.The Patna NDA meet is sig-
nificant because it has set the cat among
the pigeons and is a clear sign that the ten-
sion between the BJP and JD(U) will only
increase from here on.
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In a major crackdown on cross-bor-
der smuggling, Assam Rifles seized a

massive consignment of 350 sacks of | '

illegal areca nuts valued at approxi-
mately Rs 2.4 crore in Manipur. Accord-
ing to an official press release, the op-
eration took place on November 1 in

the Khuga village of Churachandpur

district. Acting on specific intelligence,
Assam Rifles personnel intercepted a
convoy at a vehicle check post in Khuga
around 2 a.m. The convoy, which con-
sisted of three goods carrier trucks and
a Tata DI vehicle, was attempting to
transport the smuggled goods.Upon in-
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spection, it was discovered that the ve-
hicles were carrying 350 sacks of ille-
gal areca nuts, concealed beneath cov-
ers and cartons. The Assam Rifles' state-

[l

ment read, "On November 1, three
goods carrier trucks and one Tata DI
loaded with illegal areca nuts tried to
cross Khuga village at around 2 a.m.
Acting on specific input, Assam Rifles
intercepted the convoy at the vehicle
check post and uncovered 350 sacks of
illegal areca nuts hidden beneath cov-
ers and cartons."All four vehicles have
been detained, and after a joint interro-
gation by Assam Rifles and the Manipur
Police, the vehicles and the seized con-
signment were handed over to the Di-
visional  Forest  Officer of
Churachandpur for further investiga-

Al Nostradamus' shocking predictions for US
elections: Post poll violence, Ivanka Trump's ris

Just days ahead of the US Presi-
dential elections, ChatGPT, a genera-
tive artificial intelligence chatbot,
pretended to be Al Nostradamus and
made a slew of shocking predictions
for the race to the White
House.Notably, after numerous
prompts by The Sun, US, the Al bot
said neither Donald Trump nor Ka-
mala Harris would take the win.

Who will win?

The Al Nostradamus said 'a dark
horse would rise from the shadows
to take power.'The Al mystic pre-
dicted: "But in the final hour, a twist
unforeseen, neither may claim the
throne of serene. A name unspoken
in many a tale will rise to power, be-
yond the pale. Though Trump and
Kamala shall fight with might, an-
other will lead, emerging from the
night," the report said.

Post-election violence predicted

The AI Nostradamus also made
some chilling predictions regarding
post-poll violence which eerily ech-
oes January 2021 Capitol Hill vio-
lence after Trump's defeat in 2020 US
polls.The bot said: "The eagle's land,
torn by division, will see unrest, born
of derision. Protests, marches, and
rallies loud, shall stir beneath a dark-
ening cloud."In cities bright, where
freedom's flame burns, conflict shall

arise, as the wheel of fate turns.
Sparks of violence, in pockets and
streets, will challenge the peace
where two sides meet."US Elections:
What are swing states? Here's who
leads in the key election battle-
grounds

What's in store for Trump?

The online mystic warned the
former President would not go down
without a fight if he lost the battle.
The bot said: "With defiance strong
and voice still loud, he'll rally his fol-
lowers, a steadfast crowd. Legal
battles, a looming storm, will swirl
around him in relentless form.
Though the seat of power may not be
his, his influence shall not cease to
fizz. In the courts of law, where jus-
tice 1s weighed, he may find his steps
delayed. Yet even here, with chains
that bind, his legacy will endure in
the minds."This prediction echoes
Trump's fight for Georgia in the 2020
election. Trump's allies took to courts
to challenge his tight defeat by just
12,670 votes. Trump refused to con-
cede defeat and made allegations of
electoral fraud. Republicans filed
lawsuits in Georgia.

Ivanka to succeed Trump?

The Al bot predicted his Trump's
daughter Ivanka take over his politi-
cal reign.The bot said: "Ivanka, the

daughter of grace and fame, shall
carry forward the family name. With
poise and power, she will stand, seek-
ing to lead the mighty land.

What's on the cards for Harris?

The Al bot gave Harris hope, even
she ends up losing the election and
that she will still fight for causes.It
said: "Should the star of Kamala fade
from sight, And the crown of power
elude her light, she will not retreat
into the past, but rise again, her re-
solve steadfast. Her name, though
spoken in defeat, shall echo still in
halls elite. From the ashes of loss, she
will climb, her influence growing
with the passage of time."Will
America get its first woman presi-
dent, or will Donald Trump secure a
second term as president? The world
1s watching with bated breath as the
US heads into a closely contested and
highly polarised presidential election.

Jaishankar recalls PM Modi's question on ties with
Australi that lft him 'speechless: ' had no answer

External affairs minister S
Jaishankar on Sunday recalled a
question from prime minister
Narendra Modi in 2014 that left him
'speechless."He asked me, 'Explain
to me why hasn't our relationship
with Australia developed?' It has ev-
erything going for it. There is a lan-
guage, shared culture, and tradition,
and yet somehow, something is not
happening," Jaishankar told the In-
dian community in Brisbane,
Australia's third-largest city, on
Sunday.Jaishankar, who was India's
ambassador in the United States at
the time, admitted he found himself
'without an answer' to PM Modi, who
was just months into his first term
and in June this year, won a third

stra1ght term.Meanwhile, the ex-for-
eign secretary also said bilateral ties
between the two countries evolved in
the past 10 years because of the 'great

efforts' of people from both
sides."This didn't happen on auto-pi-
lot. People, on both ends, made great

efforts to build it," Jaishankar
remarked.Further, the External Af-
fairs Minister attributed the progress
in India-Australia relations to four
'key' factors: the prime minister, the
Australian government, global dy-
namics, and the contributions of the
Indian diaspora in Australia."l want
to highlight how much this relation-
ship has changed in the last decade.
There are four reasons. One is PM
Modi, two Australia, three the world,
and the fourth is all of you. That is
why we have come a long way," he
stated. The minister is on a five-day
visit to Australia till November 7,
during which he will inaugurate
India's consulate in Brisbane, its
fourth in the country, on Monday.
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