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Constitution helped in country's transformation: CJI Khanna
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv

Khanna on Tuesday said India has
emerged as a vibrant democracy and a
geopolitical leader, and the Constitution
of the country has helped in this trans-
formation.India has had a transforma-
tive journey from a nation, which under
the aftermath and horrors of partition
saw widespread illiteracy, poverty, lack
of robust democratic system of checks
and balances, to one which has now
become a self-assured leader, the CJI
said."But at the back of it is the
Constitution of India, which has helped
this transformation. It is today a way of
life that has to be lived up to," Justice
Khanna said, while speaking at the
Constitution Day function organised by
the Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) at the apex court.Since 2015,
November 26 is observed as
Constitution Day to commemorate the
adoption of the Constitution of India by
the Constituent Assembly in 1949.
Earlier, the day was observed as Law
Day.Attorney General R Venkataramani,
SCBA president and senior advocate
Kapil Sibal also addressed the gather-
ing.In his address, Justice Khanna high-
lighted the importance and contribution
of the Bar and said, "We often refer to
the judiciary as persons in robes, that is,
the judges, but judiciary equally repre-
sents the Bar"."I cannot visualise the
judiciary where the members of the Bar
are not a part and parcel of it. You are as
much part of the judiciary as the

judges," he said.The CJI said he was a
member of the Bar from 1983 to 2005,
when he got elevated as a judge, and his
tenure as a member of the Bar is longer
than his tenure as a judge."Judges come
from the Bar and go back to the Bar. We
belong to the Bar. The better the Bar, the
better the judges," he said.Justice
Khanna said the Supreme Court has had
a very strong and good legacy and there
are decisions right from environmental
law, privacy laws, fundamental rights to
the basic structure doctrine."Many of
these decisions, I do not think would
have been possible without the contribu-
tion and efforts of the member of the
Bar," he said.Justice Khanna said since
he has taken over as the CJI, he has
made various attempts to look into the
issues and problems faced by Bar mem-
bers.He referred to the steps taken,
including setting up notice boards out-
side the courtrooms where physical

cause list is shown and improving the
Wi-Fi services in the top court."I have
one request to make and I hope it will
be taken in the right spirit. I have been
repeatedly getting requests for re-cir-
culation of letters of adjournment. I
have looked into the data," Justice
Khanna said while pointing out that
the data showed there were about
9,000 to 10,000 applications or letters
for adjournments being circulated
every three months."So, it is not going
to be possible for us to go back to the
earlier system. Whatever system we

have now adopted, we can, if you come
up with some suggestions for improve-
ments, look into it, but going back to the
earlier system may be counter-produc-
tive," he said.The CJI said the apex
court received about 1,400 applications
in the new system in the last 11
months."You can see the difference.
From 100 applications a day to about
150 applications a month. That's a huge
change and let us, therefore, go with the
right spirit," he said.Justice Khanna said
today is the day to introspect, to look
into and assess the strong points and
weaknesses."As the Attorney General
has rightly pointed out, it is a day when
we look at the scorecard. We don't think
the scorecard is blank. We have good
scores but there are issues which we
have to tackle. And let us unifiedly tack-
le those issues with the members of the
Bar and the judiciary both contributing
to this...," he said.

Ex-OSD to Ashok Gehlot held in phone-tapping case, granted bail
Ex-OSD to Ashok Gehlot held in

phone-tapping case, granted bail Delhi
Police has arrested Lokesh Sharma, the
former OSD to ex-Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot, in a phone-tap-
ping case of 2020 based on a complaint
lodged by Union minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, officials said on
Monday.However, Sharma was granted
bail by a local court soon after his arrest
by the Crime Branch, police said.In
April this year, Sharma claimed that
Gehlot gave him audio clips of purport-
ed telephonic conversations between
Shekhawat and some Congress leaders
discussing "toppling" the then Congress
government in Rajasthan in 2020, when
the state faced a political crisis.Police
sources said the former officer on spe-
cial duty (OSD) to Gehlot came to Delhi
on Sunday night after being summoned
by the Crime Branch.In March 2021,
Shekhawat lodged a complaint with the
Crime Branch alleging illegal phone-

tapping by the Gehlot-led
Rajasthan government.Sharma
was accused of illegally recording
telephone conversations, which
were later leaked to the
media.Based on Shekhawat's
complaint, Delhi Police registered
an FIR against Sharma in March
2021 on charges of criminal con-
spiracy, criminal breach of trust,
and unlawful interception of tele-
graphic signals (telephone con-
versations). Subseq uently, the
Crime Branch questioned Sharma multi-
ple times in the past over three years at
its office in Rohini.Initially, Sharma told
the police that he got the audio clips of
Shekhawat's purported conversations
with some Congress leaders from social
media. But later he claimed that Gehlot
gave him a pen drive that contained the
alleged clips.As per official sources,
Sharma has been cooperating with the
investigation by providing information

and documents related to the case."I
have submitted all the details related to
the phone-tapping case. I have main-
tained since the beginning that I did not
have any role in this case. It was not in
my jurisdiction to tap someone's phone.
Ashok Gehlot, who was the chief minis-
ter then, himself gave me a pen drive
containing the clips which I made viral
on his direction," Sharma told mediaper-
sons in September this year.

Centre leveraging innovation, technology for continuous capacity building of teachers: Pradhan
Centre leveraging innovation,

technology for continuous capacity
building of teachers: Pradhan The
Centre is leveraging innovation and
technology for continuous capacity
building of teachers in the spirit of new
National Education Policy (NEP),
Union Minister of Education Dharme
ndra Pradhan said on Monday.The
minister made the comments at the
launch of 'The Teacher App' which has
been developed by Bharti Airtel
Foundation and is dedicated to the
capacity building of teachers."Teachers
are the real karmyogis building the

future generation. We are leveraging
innovation and technology for continu-

ous capacity building of teachers in
spirit of NEP 2020," he said.
"Enlightened teachers make enlight-
ened students. As India marches
ahead in the knowledge-driven 21st
century, teachers will play a pivotal
role in mapping the future opportu-
nities and ensuring our youth lead
the growth story," he added.Pradhan
said the app will go a long way in
empowering the teachers through
continuous capacity building using
innovative course content, technolo-

gy and community building features.

Constitution powerful tool to protect
poorest section of society: Rahul

The Congress on Tuesday urged citizens to
protect the ethos of the Constitution and said the strug-
gle to defend India's inherent philosophy must be rein-
vigorated and reignited in the 75th year of its adop-
tion.Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi said the Constitution is a powerful tool to pro-
tect the poorest and weakest sections of society, and the
stronger it is, the stronger the country will be.In a swipe
at the BJP, the opposition party also asserted that at a
time when those out to destroy the Constitution are
showing insincere commitment towards it, "our duty to
protect it and fight for its true values becomes all the
more relevant".Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge
said the people of India should come together to protect
each and every thought expressed in the
Constitution."The 75th year of the adoption of the
Constitution has begun today. I extend my warmest
wishes to all Indians on this historic occasion," the
Congress president said in a post on X."The
Constitution of India, painstakingly and carefully draft-
ed by our foremothers and forefathers is the lifeblood
of our nation. It guarantees us social, economic and
political rights. It constitutes India into a sovereign
socialist democratic republic," he said.Justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity are not just ideals or ideas, they
are the way of life for 140 crore Indians, Kharge assert-
ed."Today, we recall the tremendous contribution of the
Constituent Assembly and its prolific members. We are
forever indebted to their vision and wisdom," he
said.Kharge said Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Babasaheb
Dr BR Ambedkar, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad, Dr Rajendra Prasad, KM Munshi,
Sarojini Naidu, Alladi Krishnaswamy Ayyar,
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur and several eminent personali-
ties were not just revered national icons but inspiring
personalities who became the torchbearers of hope for
generations together.No mention of the Constituent
Assembly should be complete without recalling the
contribution of the 15 women members who provided
equally important inputs for an inclusive India, the
Congress president said."We must also not forget that
the Constituent Assembly received uncountable sug-
gestions from ordinary citizens which are a matter of
record," he said.The Objectives Resolution moved by
Nehru and Ambedkar's momentous last speech to the
Constituent Assembly form the Magna Carta in protect-
ing the tenets of the Constitution, he said."We, the
patriotic citizens of India, now have the onerous task of
protecting the ethos of the Constitution," Kharge
said.We, the people of India, should, therefore, come
together to protect each and every thought expressed in
the Constitution," he said.In the 75th year of the
Constitution's adoption, the struggle to defend India's
inherent philosophy must be reinvigorated and reignit-
ed, just like the era of the national movement, the
Congress president said.Former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi said, "Heartiest greetings to all of you on
Constitution Day. The basic spirit of our Constitution is
that justice and rights should be equal for all. Everyone
should get an opportunity to live with self-
respect.""The Constitution is a powerful tool to protect
the poorest and weakest sections of society. The
stronger it is, the stronger our country will be," he
said."On this day, I salute the fighters, martyrs and
every member of the Constituent Assembly who pro-
tected the idea of the Constitution and reiterate my
resolve to protect it," Gandhi said.Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said that freedom
fighters and great people together created a
Constitution that ensured freedom, equality, fraternity
and justice for crores of Indians."Our Constitution is
the protective shield of crores of Indians which gives
them every kind of rights. Happy Constitution Day to
all the people of the country," she said."Salute to the
great ancestors, martyrs, revolutionaries and every
member of the Constituent Assembly. This democracy
and Constitution, obtained from their tireless hard work
and sacrifices, is our pride. Come, let us pledge that we
will protect it in every situation," Priyanka Gandhi said
in her post in Hindi on X.Congress general secretary in-
charge organisation K C Venugopal said India marks an
important landmark as it celebrates the 75th
Constitution Day today, a day when Ambedkar's revo-
lutionary text was adopted by the Constituent
Assembly.The Constitution of India is not merely a
document, it is India's soul and history of millennia in
motion, he said in a post on X."A living document that
gives hope to 140 crore Indians, the Constitution is
what keeps the ideals of justice, equality, inclusivity
and democracy alive in India," Venugopal said."At a
time when those out to destroy the Constitution are
showing insincere commitment towards it, our duty to
protect it and fight for its true values becomes all the
more relevant," Venugopal said.Congress general sec-
retary in-charge communications Jairam Ramesh
recalled two books on the 75th anniversary of the adop-
tion of the Constitution of India by the Constituent
Assembly.Many books have been, and continue to be
written on the making of the Constitution. But two have
become evergreen classics, he said."Granville Austin's
scholarly 'The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a
Nation' first appeared in 1966. He had got unprecedent-
ed access to the private collections of a number of key
personalities, especially Dr. Rajendra Prasad and K.M.
Munshi. He had also interviewed many members of the
Constituent Assembly," Ramesh said.B Shiva Rao's
magisterial four-volume "The Framing of the Indian
Constitution" was published in 1968, he noted. It has a
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TDP Enrolls 50 Lakh Members In 29 Days
The Telugu Desam Party is

widely regarded as the party with
the most loyal cadre. This was evi-
dent in the case of the recent elec-
tion when the party, in alliance with
NDA stormed to power by winning
164 out of the 175 MLA seats in the
Andhra Pradesh assembly elec-
tions.In this context, TDP has now
created history by becoming the first
party in the history of Indian politics
to enroll 50 lakh members in just 29
days.The Telugu Desam Party
which has a strong structural integri-
ty is now in the record books by
enrolling 50 lakh members in such a
short period of time. This is an
unprecedented record of epic propor-
tions.TDP’s working president and its
scion Nara Lokesh, as the General
Secretary of the party, played a pivotal
role in the campaign, fostering trust

and strengthening the bond between
karyakarthas and the party leadership.
He was with the cadre all along and is
now an integral part of this member-
ship drive.If we roll back the memory
to 2014, Nara Lokesh introduced life
insurance and other welfare benefits
for TDP members, making TDP the

only political party in India to
offer such security to its members.
This is clearly showing positive
effects on the membership drive
now.As per ground level reports,
the enrolment drive witnessed
overwhelming participation from
grassroots workers, highlighting
the party’s deep connection with
its cadre and the public. Needless
to say, this milestone reflects the
immense trust and confidence
people have in TDP’s vision and
leaders hip.With the current

momentum, TDP predicts reaching 1
crore enrolments, setting a new bench-
mark in Indian political history. While
TDP is already apart from the rest with
its massive drive, attaining 1 crore
memberships would make the yellow
brigade a formidable force in Indian
political demographic.

Donald Trump’s Shocking Plan to Ban Transgenders from Military!

With each shift in leadership,
policy is frequently compared to a
clock that swings back and forth. But
under Donald Trump, the LGBTQIA+
community in the United States feels as
though the swing is swinging danger-
ously in the direction of exclusion.
Trump, the 78-year-old president-elect,

is reportedly preparing to
extend and reinstate his
divisive ban on transgen-
der people in the military,
which has caused nation-
al outrage and concern.
According to Reports,
this executive order could
lead to the medical dis-
charge of transgender
service members, deem-
ing them "unfit" for duty.
During his first presiden-
cy, Trump had barred
transgenders from joining

the armed forces but permitted those
already enlisted to continue serving.
This time, it appears even those cur-
rently serving may face expulsion—a
stark escalation in policy. If reports are
accurate, this order could come into
effect on January 20, his first day in
office.There could be a big impact.

There are an estimated 15,000 trans-
gender people serving in the U.S. mili-
tary at the moment. About 2,200
employees received formal diagnoses
of gender dysphoria after President Joe
Biden overturned Trump's original ban,
and many more identified as a gender
other than their assigned gender at
birth. For them, this move is about
identity, acceptance, and dignity more
than it is about a job.There could be a
big impact. There are an estimated
15,000 transgender people serving in
the U.S. military at the moment. About
2,200 employees received formal diag-
noses of gender dysphoria after
President Joe Biden overturned
Trump's original ban, and many more
identified as a gender other than their
assigned gender at birth. For them, this
move is about identity, acceptance, and
dignity more than it is about a job.

Indian Constitution is a live, progres-
sive document, says President Murmu

Addressing a joint sitting of both Houses of
the Parliament on the occasion of 75th anniversary
of the Constitution of India, President Droupadi
Murmu said that the Indian Constitution is a live
and a progressive document, which was written
down to incorporate new ideas, in accordance with
the demands of the changing times. “Through our
Constitution, we have achieved the goals of social
justice and inclusive development,” she said. The
President also released a commemorative coin, a
stamp, and three books on the Constitution to com-
memorate the occasion. A day earlier, Opposition
leaders wrote to Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, urg-
ing him to allow their members in both Houses to
speak during the function, which was met with
accusation that “some of the Opposition parties” of
giving reactions without knowing the actual
arrangement.Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge were amongst the
first to extend their wishes on the occasion of the
75th anniversary of the Constitution. Taking to X,
Shah wrote: “The strength of democracy of a huge
country like India is our Constitution, which gives
the mantra of national unity and integrity by ensur-
ing justice and equal rights to every person.”
Kharge, on the other hand, recalling the contribu-
tion of the Constituent Assembly, said: “Today, we
recall the tremendous contribution of the
Constituent Assembly and its prolific members. We
are forever indebted to their vision and wis-
dom.”‘We, the people of India’: On the eve of
Constitution Day, the Supreme Court dismissed
petitions challenging the constitutional validity of
the 42nd amendment by which the words ‘secular’
and ‘socialist’ were added to the Preamble of the
Constitution. The apex court underlined that “these
terms have achieved widespread acceptance, with
their meanings understood by ‘We, the people of
India’ without any semblance of doubt”.

Eknath Shinde Resigns, To Serve As Caretaker
Chief Minister Amid Maharashtra Suspense

Eknath Shinde has resigned as Maharashtra Chief Minister,
days after Mahayuti coalition's landslide victory in
Maharashtra. The speculation over the next chief minister
continues.Eknath Shinde resigned as the Chief Minister of
Maharashtra on Tuesday and was appointed the caretaker
chief minister by Governor CP Radhakrishnan.Shinde, along
with his deputies Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar had
arrived at the Raj Bhavan to meet the Governor, as the
Maharashtra assembly term comes to an end today.
However, the suspense over who will be the next chief min-
ister of Maharashtra continues.Days after the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)-led ruling Mahayuti won a landslide vic-
tory in the assembly elections, shattering the Congress-led
Maha Vikas Aghadi’s dream to wrest power.The government
formation in Maharashtra, which appeared likely immediate-
ly after the BJP-led coalition’s thumping victory, has been
delayed due to Shiv Sena’s insistence that Eknath Shinde
continue as the chief minister.The Mahayuti coalition, com-
prising the Shiv Sena, BJP and Ajit Pawar-led Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP), retained power by winning 230 of
the 288 assembly seats in the just-concluded state polls,
leaving the Aghadi with just 46 seats.The BJP, led by
Fadnavis, won the highest-ever 132 seats for the party, while
the Shiv Sena led by Shinde bagged 57 seats and NCP won
41 seats to take the Mahayuti total to 230 seats.On
November 23, Fadnavis denied any dispute over the chief
minister’s post, saying leaders of the Mahayuti would decide
on the issue.Fadnavis served as Maharashtra’s Chief
Minister in 2014, completing a full five-year term while in
coalition with the then-undivided Shiv Sena.After the 2019
assembly elections, the BJP, under Fadnavis, briefly formed
a government with Ajit Pawar, who was sworn in as Deputy
Chief Minister. However, the government lasted only 80
hours, as Ajit Pawar pulled out to again be with his uncle,
Sharad Pawar, the current NCP (SP) chief.

INDIA Blames Rahul Gandhi’s ‘3 Mistakes’ For
Maharashtra Loss. Here’s What They Are

The ripple effect of the
Congress-led Maha Vikas Aghadi’s
(MVA) defeat in the Maharashtra
assembly elections is now being felt by
the Indian National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA) bloc. The
first sign of it was seen at a meeting of
the bloc called by Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge, which the
Trinamool Congress (TMC) did not
attend.the TMC said its leaders were
busy at their national executive meet-
ing in Kolkata. But the TMC was
aware of the first day of parliament and
hence their absence was glaring.A top
TMC leader told News18: “The
Trinamool convincingly won all six
assembly seats that went for bypolls.
Other than the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), we were also facing two INDIA
bloc parties, Congress and CPM, who
put up candidates in every seat. We do
not have an electoral alliance with any
party in the bloc, so this is not a ques-
tion we need to answer."
But matters took a serious turn, when

TMC’s Kalyan Banerjee said that
TMC chief Mamata Banerjee
should be made the leader of the
INDIA bloc.
THE THREE KEY MISTAKES
What is the anger about? What
has gone wrong? What are the
main mistakes made by Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi which allies
feel had an impact on the
bloc?Veer Savarkar and Gandhi’s
attacks on him: This is something
both Sena UBT chief Uddhav
Thackeray and Sharad Pawar, who
heads a Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) faction, had a problem with.
They now feel this hurt them in the
polls and also helped the BJP with its
agenda of “batoge toh katoge". But
they say Gandhi did not pay heed and
went on about it, despite a warning that
it would hurt.Caste survey: Many
among the allies felt that the Congress
was unable to counter the narrative by
the BJP that if the Congress came to
power it would end reservation. The

fire of this narrative would singe allies
namely the TMC, Samajwadi Party
(SP) and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
ahead of other state polls .Attack on
PM as being involved in crony capital-
ism: This, many allies felt, would just
not work. They had asked Gandhi not
to push this narrative, but he did not
pay heed.In fact, sources say that some
within Gandhi’s group, too, had
advised him against the “Constitution
in danger" narrative. But Gandhi refus
ed to give up, treating it as a core issue.
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