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56% of Indian Students In American Universities Are Telugu's
In a significant move to bol-

ster educational exchanges, Rebec
ca Dramen, the US Consul General,
announced efforts to ease the visa
application process for Indian stu-
dents. During her speech in Visakha
patnam, she revealed that the US is
keen on welcoming more Indian
students for both study and residen-
cy. This initiative is a part of the
broader International Education
Week celebrations. Highlighting the
importance of Indian students in the
US, Dramen pointed out that they
rank first in terms of international
student populations, with a stagger-
ing 3.3 lakh students currently in
the US. This demographic is partic-
ularly strong in students from
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana,
making up 56% of the total Indian
student body in the US.To further
streamline the visa process for
Indians, the US has launched sever-
al initiatives under Dramen's con-
sulship. Notably, the introduction of
the "H1B Domestic Revalidation
Program" in Washington is a signif-
icant stride forward. This pilot proj-
ect allowed for the renewal of H1B
visas for 10,000 Indians residing in
the US, eliminating the need for
them to return to India for the
process Scheduled for a potential
full-scale implementation next year,
this program specifically caters to
the Indian community. Additio

nally, the commitment to reducing
the visa appointment waiting time
to just three months demonstrates a
concerted effort to make the US
more accessible to Indian students
and professionals. This initiative
has led to a record-breaking issu
ance of 1.4 million visas to Indians
in 2023 alone, marking the highest
number issued to any country
worldwide.Dramen and Public
Affairs Officer Alexa nder McL
aren's visit to Visakh apatnam
underscores the US's commitment
to fostering international education
ties with India. The proposal to
establish a visa application center in
either Visakhapatnam or Vijayaw
ada highlights this commitment.
Such a center would significantly
ease the visa application process for
countless students and profession-
als in Andhra Pradesh, aiming to
further increase the number of
Indians studying and living in the
US. Currently, the majority of India
n students in the US are pursuing

master's degrees, but there is an
anticipated rise in undergraduate
enrollments in the coming years.
The US Consulate General in
Hyderabad has been particularly
instrumental in this process, issuing
more non-immigrant visas than any
other consulate in India, including
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, and
Kolkata. This summer, over 47,000
student visa interviews were con-
ducted in Hyderabad alone. With an
average of 1,600 visas granted
daily, there are plans to increase this
number to 2,500 by February 2025.
This ambitious target reflects the
US's dedication to welcoming
Indian talent and fostering cross-
cultural academic exchanges.In
conclusion, the US's initiatives to
streamline the visa process for
Indians, coupled with proposals for
new visa application centers, reflect
a strategic approach to strengthen-
ing Indo-US relations through edu-
cation. The efforts to reduce wait-
ing times and implement programs
like the H1B Domestic
Revalidation demonstrate a clear
commitment to making the US
more accessible to Indian students
and professionals. With the number
of Indian students in the US already
at an all-time high, these measures
are set to enhance bilateral ties fur-
ther and enrich the educational
landscape in both countries.

What Are The Latest Reforms in TTD?

The holy Tirumala shrine has been one of the most
important and culturally significant places of worship for the
Hindu community over decades. In accordance, a massive
mechanism - Tirumala Tirupati Devastanam Board - TTD is
empowered with the job of regulating the activities
here.Coming to the topic now, the newly formed TTD board
under the leadership of BR Naidu has started to work on the
new set of regulations and here is a look into the same.The
TTD has made it very clear that non-Hindus are no longer
permitted to work at the TTD. All the other-religion TTD
workers will immediately be transferred to the AP govern-
ment's jurisdiction under the VRS program. Henceforth,
only Hindus are employed to work for TTD.TTD Chairman
BR Naidu said, "We mandate declaration for other-religion
people to set foot in Tirumala. If so, how can we let other-
religion people to work at the TTD?". This is one of the most
significant moves by the TTD.Also, the time constraint for
the Sarvadarshan mechanism has been shifted to less than 3
hours. There will be efforts to ensure that Sarvadarshan pil-
grims get through with the Darshan in 2-3 hours, as opposed
to 10+ hours.From now on, no one is allowed to speak poli-
tics in front of the Tirumala temple. It is banned to speak pol
itically motivated topics at Tirumala and this will be strictly
enforced. Adding to that, all the guesthouses in Tiru mala are
to be generically named after Balaji and no one is permitted
to have private names for the respective guesthouses.

Historic Shift: AP Ends 2-Child Policy After 30 Years!
With the lifting of the three-

decade-old two-child restriction
that prohibited those with more than
two children from competing for
local government, Andhra Pradesh
has entered a new era. This change
was brought about by the state gov-
ernment enacting two important
bills on Monday: the AP Municipal
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024, and
the AP Panchayat Raj (Amend
ment) Bill, 2024. The two-child
norm, in existence since 1994, was
intended to control the population
by restricting the number of chil-
dren candidates might have in order
to compete for local body elec-
tions.The government's 1994 initial
policy prohibited people with more
than two children from running for
office in local governing bodies
such as Mandal Praja Parishads,
Zilla Parishads, or Gram Panch

ayats. The administra-
tion implemented this
rule in an effort to curb
the state's population
increase.Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu
has insisted that the
state's effective family
planning initiatives
make it acceptable to
encourage individuals
to have more children.
He believes that this
shift is essential for
economic growth. He pointed out
that the state's population growth is
slowing down because Andhra
Pradesh's general fertility rate is
currently far lower than the replace-
ment level.According to the
National Family Health Survey
(NFHS-5), the state's fertility rate
has dropped to 1.7 children per wo

man, which is less than the replace-
ment norm of 2.1 children per
woman. Given that most families
decide to have fewer children, the
administration sees an opportunity
to modernize the program. Instead
of limiting families, the state's new
approach seems to be to promote
expansion, one child at a time.

Nato Advise To Citizens On How To Survive War
As tensions rise on the global stage,

NATO countries are taking significant steps
to ensure their populations are ready for the
possibility military conflict. With the recent
decision by the United States to authorize
Ukraine's use of long-range weapons against
Russia, a wave of concern has swept across
member states. This has led a proactive
approach, with countries like Sweden,
Finland, and Norway issuing guidance to
their citizens on how to prepare for war situ-
ations.In response to the growing geopoliti-
cal instability, Sweden and Finland, the
newest members of NATO, have embarked
on a campaign to inform their populations
about wartime protocols. They've disseminat-
ed hundreds of thousands of leaflets outlin-

ing crucial steps civilians should take in the
event of conflict. These guidelines cover a
range of emergency preparedness measures,
including dealing with lack of access to com-
munication networks and electricity.The
guidance distributed emphasizes the impor-
tance of maintaining a stockpile of essential
items such as bottled water, non-perishable
food, and basic stationery supplies. It details
protective measures civilians can take to
safeguard themselves and their families dur-
ing conflict. Specific advice is provided for
parents and guardians, urging them to keep
an adequate supply of diapers, medication,
and children's food on hand .Sweden's gov-
ernment has taken a particularly proactive
step by planning the distribution of 5 million

"In Case of War" pamphlets over the forth-
coming weeks. This marks the fifth occasion
since World War II that Sweden has under-
taken such a precautionary measure. Since
the release of these pamphlets online, over
55,000 downloads have been recorded,
reflecting the public's growing concern about
the deteriorating global situation. The gov-
ernment's statement accompanying the pam-
phlet release highlights the multifaceted
threats the nation faces, including terrorism,
cyber attacks, and misinformation campai
gns. Similarly, Finland has taken measures to
equip its citizens with knowledge on wartime
preparedness, with a significant 58% of the
Finnish population reportedly already stock-
ing up on emergency supplies. Norway, too,

has joined this initiative by distributing 2.2
million informational pamphlets to house-
holds across the country, ensuring every fam-
ily is informed about how to act in the face
of war.This move by NATO countries to edu-
cate their populations on emergency pre-
paredness underscores the seriousness with
which they view the current geopolitical ten-
sions. As nations brace themselves for the
potential of military conflict, the dissemina-
tion of these pamphlets serves as a grim
reminder of the realities of war. The collec-
tive effort to mentally prepare citizens high-
lights the importance of readiness in uncer-
tain times, emphasizing a community's
resilience in the face of adversity.

Andhra Shocker: 18 Schoolgirls Face Haircut Punishment!
In the classroom, where lessons are supposed to foster growth

and discipline, an unsettling incident in Andhra Pradesh has flipped
the script entirely. At Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya, a residential
girls' school in Alluri Seetharamaraju district, the line between punish-
ment and brutality became painfully blurred. A teacher, Sai Prasanna,
reportedly took matters into her own hands in an extreme bid to "instil
discipline." Her method? Chopping off the hair of 18 students who
were late for the morning assembly, an action that has now sparked
outrage across the state.The students’ tardiness was reportedly caused
by a water shortage, a factor beyond their control. However, their
arrival late to the assembly triggered a shocking reaction from the
teacher, who not only cut their hair but also allegedly physically
assaulted four students and made them stand in the harsh sun as part
of the punishment. To add insult to injury, she reportedly instructed
the girls to keep quiet about the ordeal. The punishment, meant to
teach discipline, instead turned into an object lesson on cruelty.The
truth of the incident began to unfold when students confided in their
parents, leading to widespread condemnation. News of the teacher’s
actions spread quickly, casting a dark shadow over the educational
institution. The incident has raised serious questions about the meth-
ods of discipline employed in schools and the responsibility teachers
hold in shaping young minds.While Sai Prasanna defended her
actions, claiming she did so to promote discipline, the public outcry
has forced the authorities to intervene. An explanation from her is now
awaited, and one can only hope that this shocking chapter serves as a
reminder that discipline, when taken to extremes, can easily become a
farce. After all, if she thought cutting hair was the solution, she may
want to consider offering a class on "Constructive Discipline 101" for
herself.
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Indian billionaire Gautam Adani Charged
In US Over Alleged $250mn Bribery

In a significant development
from New York, Indian tycoon
Gautam Adani, who leads the Adani
Group, faces serious allegations
from federal prosecutors. The accu-
sations involve engaging in illicit
activities such as bribing officials
and deceiving investors to amass
funds. This case has also implicated
Adani's sibling, Sagar Adani, among
a total of seven individuals.
According to the charges, the Adani
Group and its associates dispensed
approximately $265 million in illicit
payments to Indian government offi-
cials. These payments were reported-
ly made to clinch solar power con-
tracts anticipated to yield a stagger-
ing $2 billion in profits over two
decades. Furthermore, it's alleged
that the conglomerate shared mis-
leading information with both
American and international investors
to secure capital.A separate legal bat-
tle is unfolding as the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC) has
initiated a civil lawsuit against Adani
Green Energy. The lawsuit accuses
the company of unlawfully obtaining

over $175 million from US
investors, contravening American
securities regulations. The SEC is
pushing for a thorough investigation
and has advocated for the imposition
of fines and operational restrictions
against the company. This move
underscores the gravity of the allega-
tions and signals a robust regulatory
response to the purported infrac-
tions.The legal troubles for the Adani
Group extend beyond allegations of
bribery and misinformation. New
York prosecutors have leveled addi-
tional charges against Adani Green
Energy for illegitimately sourcing
over $3 billion through loans and

bonds from various lenders and
investors. This accusation further
complicates the group's legal
entanglements and highlights the
extensive nature of the alleged
financial manipulations.As these
serious allegations surface, the
Adani Group has remained silent,
offering no response to the charges
filed in the United States. This
absence of commentary from one
of India's most prominent business

conglomerates adds a layer of
intrigue to the ongoing legal saga.
The developments represent a signif-
icant challenge for the Adani Group,
potentially impacting its operations
and reputation on the global stage.In
conclusion, the charges against
Gautam Adani and the Adani Group
in the United States paint a complex
picture of alleged financial misdeeds
ranging from bribery to fraudulent
fund-raising activities. As the legal
proceedings unfold, the implications
for Adani and its associated entities
could be far-reaching, affecting their
future business prospects and stand-
ing in the international community.

Get Ahead of the Game: Assembly
Election Updates You Can't Miss!

Following the Assembly
Elections in Maharashtra and
Jharkhand, exit polls have
unveiled a tight competition
between major political alliances.
In Maharashtra, a tug-of-war is
observable between the ruling
Mahayuati alliance, comprising
BJP, Shiv Sena, and NCP, and the
opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA). The polls indicate a varied
prediction landscape. Some sur-
veys point towards a majority for
the Mahayuati alliance, while oth-
ers see the balance tilting in favor
of the MVA. This mixed forecast
underscores the unpredictable
nature of political contests in the
region.On the other hand, the
political scene in Jharkhand
appears to lean towards the BJP,
according to several exit polls.
This suggests a possibly different
electoral outcome compared to
Maharashtra, highlighting the
diverse political dynamics across
Indian states.In Maharashtra, the
Mahayuati alliance, according to

polls by People's
Pulse, Chanakya, and
Matrix, is projected to
secure a significant
number of seats, sur-
passing the majority
mark of 145 in the
288-seat assembly.
CNN-News18's poll
also supports this noti
on, placing Mahayuati
ahead but with close
margins. Contrarily,

Lokasahhi Marathi and Dainik
Bhaskar's surveys forecast a surge
for the MVA, indicating a poten-
tial shift in power. The P-Mark
poll echoes a tight race, with both
alliances neck and neck.
Detailed Poll Predictions Reveal

Electoral Nuances
Specifically, the People's Pulse
poll suggests Mahayuati could
win up to 182 seats, leaving the
MVA with 97, and others with 9.
Chanakya's prediction ranges
between 152-160 for Mahayuati
and 130-138 for the MVA. The
Matrix survey offers a broader
outcome span, estimating Mahay
uati's win between 150-170 seats.
Conversely, Lokasahhi Marathi
and Dainik Bhaskar predict a nar-
rower victory margin for
Mahayuati, with the MVA trailing
closely behind, and a notable
increase in seats for others.
Moving to Jharkhand, the NDA’s
performance appears stronger,
with predictions favoring it over
the INDIA Alliance. The People's

Pulse and Matrix polls suggest a
comfortable lead for the NDA,
while Times Now-JVC and Axis
My India present a varied picture,
the latter predicting a significant
lead for the INDIA Alliance.
Dainik Bhaskar's poll forecasts a
tight contest, with a slight edge for
the NDA.

Election Context and Alliance
Dynamics

The context of the elections in
Maharashtra and Jharkhand adds
layers to these predictions.
Maharashtra's Mahayuati alliance
includes a blend of significant
political forces, with BJP holding
a substantial number of seats. The
opposition MVA encompasses a
wide array of parties, including
Congress and Shiv Sena
(Uddhav), among others. Jharkha
nd's electoral battle sees the BJP,
with a substantial number of con-
tested seats, pitted against a united
opposition alliance, indicating a
highly competitive political land-
scape.Conclusively, the exit polls
for the Assembly Elections in
Maharashtra and Jharkhand paint
a picture of closely contested
races. While Maharashtra sees a
divergent forecast between a
potential Mahayuati majority and
a strong opposition challenge,
Jharkhand's polls lean towards the
BJP. These predictions underscore
the complex and dynamic nature
of India's political fabric, awaiting
the final verdict to reveal the actu-
al electoral outcome.

Bengaluru, Hyderabad See
Explosive Growth in Property Prices

Like a tidal wave smashing across major cities,
India's real estate industry is expanding dramatically.
Compared to the same period last year, the average price
of properties sold in the top seven cities in the first half of
this fiscal year jumped by 23 percent to an astounding Rs
1.23 crore. Luxury residences have emerged as the new
gold standard as private consumption and disposable
income grow. This increasing wave is vividly depicted in
the analysis by Anarock Group, which demonstrates how
the epidemic has only increased demand for upmarket real
estate.Despite a minor decline in the quantity of units
sold, over 2.27 lakh residences valued at Rs 2.79 lakh
crore were sold in these cities in the first half of FY2025,
marking a significant increase in sales value. The increas-
ing demand for luxury real estate is evident from this sta-
tistics. The move towards high-priced purchases is high-
lighted by the 18% increase in total sales value, despite a
3% decline in overall unit sales. Due to the region's thriv-
ing luxury market, Delhi-NCR led the charge with the
largest increase in average property prices, up 56 percent
from Rs 93 lakh to Rs 1.45 crore.In this competition,
Hyderabad and Bengaluru were not far behind. The aver-
age ticket price in Hyderabad increased by 37%, from Rs
84 lakh to Rs 1.15 crore, while the average ticket price in
Bengaluru increased by 44%, from Rs 84 lakh to Rs 1.21
crore. Due to their rapid growth, these cities are increas-
ingly popular places to invest in luxury real estate. With
only little variations in the average ticket size, Mumbai's
market held steady in spite of these rises.The rise in sales
of luxury residences heralds a new age in Indian real
estate, one in which wealthy people are driving demand
for lavish lifestyles in addition to homes. For the rest of
us, it appears that the market for luxury homes is boom-
ing—if only our finances could keep up!

Jagan's Rushikonda Building: What A Way To Use It!

In the recent past, the government of Andhra
Pradesh has been stressing over the usage of the
Rushkinda Buildings that were built by ex CM Jagan
Mohan Reddy on a whopping budget of Rs 450 crore. The
government, led by the NDA camp is not sure about how
to use this super swanky building and how to put the mas-
sive investment to good use.On this matter, there is an
underlying talk amongst the social media clout that this
building must be used as the U.S. Consulate office in AP.
With the consulate actively persuing the idea of setting up
their office in Vijayawada or Vizag, this Rushikonda
building has become a prime choice.The Consulate is a
swanky enclosure and needs A-grade infrastructure fund-
ed by the government. In that case, the Consulate can hap-
pily be established at the Vizag Rushikonda building,
which already boasts of world-class infrastructure. This
really is a clever and effective way of using the aesthetic
building that was constructed under the Jagan regime.If
the new AP government can actually put this plan forwar
d, it would mean a mighty deal. Considering the fact that
56% of the Indian students studying abroad are from the
Telugu states, this building in Rushikonda would serv e as
a perfect harbour for the domestic Telugu student group.
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