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Risk of nuclear war high, European countries ask people to stock up food, water
The chilling threat of a nuclear war

seems closer than ever. On Tuesday,
President Vladimir Putin lowered the
threshold when Russia could use nuclear
weapons.This came even as Ukraine fired
six long-range American missiles at tar-
gets inside Russia. Nato countries, feeling
the chill, issued pamphlets to their citi-
zens, advising them on how to prepare for
a war.In the pamphlets, Sweden warned its
residents to "shelter" amid fears of nuclear
war breaking out, according to The Mirror
of the UK. The pamphlet, issued just five
times since World War II, has been sent to
every Swedish household.Norway also
issued emergency pamphlets advising peo-
ple to manage for a week in case of an
emergency, including an all-out war.In a
dangerous escalation to the Ukraine-
Russia war, Ukrainian forces late on
Tuesday fired six US-made long-range
missiles at Russia's Bryansk region, the
Russian Defence Ministry said. This will
be seen as a major provocation by
Moscow, and a forceful retaliation is like-
ly.Many Nato countries are asking their
citizens to be prepared for a war.Denmark
has already sent emails to its citizens to
stock up on dry rations, water and medi-
cines so that they could manage for three

days of emergency, including a nuclear
attack.Finland, too, updated its online
brochure on "preparing for incidents and
crises" amid the escalating Russia-Ukraine
war.While Finland joined the US-led Nato
military grouping last year, Sweden joined
in March this year after Russia's invasion
of Ukraine.The panic amongst the Nato
countries comes after US President Joe
Biden allowed Ukraine to use long-range
missiles that have a powerful blast impact
to attack targets deep inside Russia.The
US-made missiles are known as Army
Tactical Missile System (ATACMS) and
have a range of over 300km.Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has made
clear his intentions of using those missiles
against Russia."Today, much is being said

in the media about us receiving permis-
sion for the relevant actions. But
strikes are not made with words. Such
things are not announced. The missiles
will speak for themselves," Zelenskyy
said.It was in response to this that Putin
lowered the threshold for Russia to use
nuclear weapons on the1,000th Day of
the Russia-Ukraine War.He signed a
revised nuclear doctrine declaring that
a conventional attack on Russia by any
nation that is supported by a nuclear
power would be considered a joint

attack on his country, according to an
Associated Press report.Simply put, it
means Russia would consider using
nuclear weapons against a non-nuclear
state if it is supported by nuclear
powers.Russia is a nuclear power, having
one of the largest nuclear warheads in the
world, while Ukraine gave up its entire
nuclear stockpile. Ukraine agreed to give
up its nuclear arsenal, then the world's
third largest and inherited from the Soviet
Union, in 1994. But Ukraine is backed by
several nuclear powers, including the
US.US President-elect Donald Trump's
son, Donald Trump Jr, claimed on Monday
that Biden was trying to start World War
III before his father took over."The

Military Industrial Complex seems to want
to make sure they get World War 3 going
before my father has a chance to create
peace and save lives. Gotta lock in those
$Trillions. Life be damned!!! Imbeciles!"
he wrote on X.There is no doubt that the
war between Russia and Ukraine, which
started on February 24, 2022, has widened
and placed the world on the edge. Russia
has engaged North Korean soldiers on the
frontlines.The preparation for war also
depends on if a nation borders with
Russia.Finland has been more cautious
about a world war due to its long border
with Russia and its experience of war with
the Soviet Union in World War II.But
Sweden has only started gearing up for a
World War recently.These guides comprise
what to do in case of different scenarios
and ask citizens to protect themselves in
case of a crisis.Finns were questioned on
how they would fend for themselves in the
winter temperatures as low as -20C.Their
list includes iodine tablets and easy to
cook food, pet food and a backup power
supply.The Swedish checklist involves
potatoes, cabbage, carrots and eggs and
bolognese sauce, prepared blueberry and
rosehip soup.Several countries of Nato
now fear a war and are gearing up for it.

Maharashtra's Modi fatigue leaves Nitin Gadkari leading the charge
The BJP and the RSS

have brought back union min-
ister and former BJP president
Nitin Gadkari to spearhead the
Maharashtra campaign, espe-
cially after Diwali.Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
union minister Amit Shah
were conspicuously missing
during the last few days of the
campaign.While the PM,
whose rallies were reportedly
sparsely attended and whose
speeches failed to rally the
crowd, flew off to Nigeria and
Brazil, Amit Shah cancelled all
his rallies in Gadchiroli, ostensi-
bly on the pretext of attending to
developments in Manipur.Even
Yogi Adityanath went missing,
partly because of the by-polls in
his own state, but largely
because there was no demand
for him among the local BJP
candidates.All the divisive slo-
gans - like batenge toh katenge
(divided, we [Hindus?] will be
cut down), ek hain toh safe hain
(we have safety in [Hindu]
unity), 'vote jihad' - Aurangzeb
and Pakistan invoked by Modi,
Yogi and Devendra Fadnavis did
not seem to impress or enthuse
Maha voters. There was palpa-
ble fatigue for the communal
rhetoric - and Nitin Gadkari,
who addressed as many as 72
election rallies, steered clear of
the divisive agenda, focusing
instead on development.With
the BJP lacking state-level lead-
ers with appeal across the region
and Fadnavis unable to cam-
paign everywhere, the BJP had
no option but to fall back on
Gadkari. Gadkari's comeback is
also due to the RSS taking over
the campaign of the BJP (not of
the entire Mahayuti, though). If
the coalition does well, the RSS'

choice for the top job will have
to be between Fadnavis and
Gadkari, believe observers.In
the Lok Sabha election earlier
this year, Gadkari was the only
BJP candidate who scored a hat-
trick of a victory in Nagpur,
whereas in Vidarbha, the
Congress strengthened its posi-
tion by winning most of the
remaining seats.It is believed
that out of the 288 seats in the
Maharashtra assembly, the 62
seats from Vidarbha are critical
for gaining power in the state.
There is a direct contest between
the Congress and the BJP for 40
out of the 62 seats.For now,
there is simmering anger against
Fadnavis among the people of
Nagpur - the deputy chief minis-
ter is accused of not doing
enough for his constituency, for
taking his constituents for grant-
ed. Fadnavis has been only
rarely seen in the constituency
and has not been there to solve
the problems of the people, con-
stituents complain.With Fadna
vis, who is himself from
Vidarbha, having to fight hard to
retain his seat there, Gadkari
seemed a safer choice for the
RSS.While Amit Shah held 16
rallies in the state, he cancelled 4
rallies in Vidarbha in the last
phase of the election campaign

and returned to Delhi. The
real reasons for this are not
yet clear. But BJP insiders say
that there is an anti-BJP
atmosphere in Vidarbha, with
the saffron party having
placed all its emphasis on the
issue of Hindutva, leaving
aside the basic problems of
the state: inflation, unemploy-
ment and farmers' prosperity
and security.The divisive slo-
gans have, in fact, found few

takers even in the state BJP and
within the ruling Mahayuti
coalition. Yogi's 'batenge toh
katenge' was opposed by BJP's
own MLC Pankaja Munde,
Ashok Chavan (who had joined
the BJP from the Congress) -
and NCP (Ajit faction) leader
Ajit Pawar himself.Gadkari is
also tipped to be the BJP's next
national president, if not to
become the chief minister in
Maharashtra. (Fellow hopeful
Vinod Tawde's debacle of today
can only improve his chances
for the latter chair.)BJP's cash-
for-votes trail: Rs 9.93 lakh
found in Vinod Tawde's Palghar
hotelGadkari, whose relations
with PM Modi are said to be
chilly, if not outright frosty, has
been lavish in his praise of for-
mer PM Vajpayee, saying if
there is any leader in the history
of India who got roads con-
structed in 3.5 lakh villages out
of the 6.5 lakh villages in the
country under the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, then
he was Atal Bihari Vajpayee - a
subtle dig at Modi's
score.Whether he succeeds in
steering the BJP out of the black
hole it finds itself in in
Maharashtra will be known only
on 23 November of course,
when the 'results come out'.

BJP Highlights Infiltration In Jharkhand, But
Silent On Tripura: Expelled Party Leader

E x p e l l e d
Tripura BJP
vice-president
Patal Kanya
Jamatia on
Tuesday accu
sed senior pa
rty leaders of
being silent on
i n f i l t r a t i o n ,
unlike those of

other states like neighbouring Assam.Jamatia, a tribal leader in
the northeastern state, claimed that though she was expelled
from the party last month for "anti-party activities", she did not
receive any official letter explaining her moves that facilitated
action. Alleging that a few people with "Bangladeshi sentiment"
are running the state BJP, Jamatia said the party's core ideology
is to oppose infiltration.She told reporters: "If Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sharma can speak against infiltration,
why does our CM (Manik Saha) remain silent? If the party lead-
ers could highlight infiltration in Jharkhand during the
Assembly election campaign, why are the party leaders mute
spectators in this border state?"Alleged infiltration from
Bangladesh is a major poll plank of the BJP in Jharkhand where
the second and final round of polling will be held on
Wednesday. Besides Sharma, several top leaders of the saffron
party including Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah raised the issue of infiltration during
electioneering."The letter signed by general secretary (Amit
Rakshit) under the instruction of BJP state president (Rajib
Bhattacharjee) did not explain how I had indulged in anti-party
activities or indiscipline," she claimed.Jamatia joined the BJP
ahead of the 2023 assembly elections. The party took action
against the outspoken tribal leader after she floated the Tripura
People's Socialist Party (TPSP).She fought the last assembly
election on a BJP ticket from the Amapinagar constituency and
lost.Jamatia is also considered a strong opponent of Tripra
Motha supremo Pradyot Kishore Manikya Debbarma. The Tipra
Motha, a tribal-based outfit which was the main opposition
party with 13 MLAs, joined the BJP-led government before the
Lok Sabha elections in March. She also charged the state BJP
with befooling the tribal people with the help of
Debbarma."Tiprasa Accord was signed but I want to know who
signed that. What are the issues included in the accord?"
Jamatia said.Tipra Motha joined the BJP government days after
a tripartite agreement for amicably resolving all issues of the
indigenous people of Tripura was signed in New Delhi among
the party, the Tripura government and the Centre.
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'No Prisoner Who Served One-Third Of Sentence Will
Remain In Jail By Constitution Day': Amit Shah In Gujarat

Highlighting transforma-
tive changes to India's criminal
justice system, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Tuesday
said that the enforcement of three
new criminal laws will ensure
Supreme Court-level justice with-
in three years of an FIR being reg-
istered.Addressing the All-India
Police Science Conference on
Tuesday, Shah stated that the next
decade will make India's justice
system the most scientific and
efficient globally.Shah highlighted that
the implementation of three new laws-
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), and Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam (BSA)-effective from July
1, aimed at streamlining police and
court processes.Further, Shah assured
that by November 26, Constitution
Day, all prisoners who have served one-
third of their sentence will no longer
remain in jail without due legal resolu-

tion."We have bound the court, the
prosecution and the police with about
60 provisions to complete their work
within the time limit. We have also
bound the jails that if the trial is not
going on after a certain period, then
except for some crimes which are not
very serious, the jail officer himself
will have to present the bail process
inside the court and our effort is that
before Constitution Day, there should
not be a single prisoner in the country's

jails who has served one-third of his
sentence and has not yet got justice.
A lot of work has been done to make
the police accountable and a lot of
work has also been done to give
strength to the police," the Home
Minister said."We have some chal-
lenges in the coming days. These
challenges are not just for India but
for the whole world. India should
find a solution to this. There are 5
such areas in which we should be two
steps ahead of those who break the

law. Cybercrime, infiltration-security
of borders through technology, illegal
use of drones- its prevention and sup-
pression, narcotics and how modern
technology can be used in its investiga-
tion and against misuse of darknet," he
said.Shah highlighted five critical chal-
lenges for law enforcement in the com-
ing decade: cybercrime, border infiltra-
tion, drones, narcotics, and the dark
web. He urged law enforcers to stay
two steps ahead of criminals.

Credit Goes To Rahul Gandhi's 'Khatakhat Economics':
BJP After Congress Puts Himachal Bhawan On Sale

Delhi: BJP has hit out at
Congress for failing to handle econom-
ics in Himachal Pradesh where it's in
power. The latest attack from the saf-
fron party has come after the Congress-
led government issued a notice allow-
ing the sale of Himachal Bhawan in
Delhi as Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu's government failed to pay
the electricity dues amounting to Rs
150 crore.Taking an aim at the
Congress, BJP leader Shehzad
Poonawalla said, "Congress has
stooped so low as to auction govern-
ment buildings now. The credit goes to
Rahul Gandhi 's 'khatakhat econom-
ics'... Congress had made all sorts of

promises in Himachal Pradesh,
but as a result, the state govern-
ment has no money to pay
salaries and pensions now...
Now when they have no
money to pay the electricity
bill of Rs 150 crores of the
Himachal Bhawan, the proper-
ty has been attached... Nothing
is safe under Congress
rule..."The Himachal Pradesh
High Court on Monday issued
an order allowing the sale of
the state Bhavan in Delhi after

Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu's government failed to pay the
electricity dues amounting to approxi-
mately Rs 150 crore.

Himachal Bhawan on sale
The court also ordered the Principal
Secretary of the Electricity Department
to conduct a fact-finding probe into this
matter, so that the officials responsible
for the negligence could be
identified.The decision by the court
comes after the Congress government
led by Sukhu in the state ignored previ-
ous orders by the authorities where it
was asked to repay Rs 64 crore, which
now increased to Rs 150 crore due to a
7 per cent interest.As per media reports,

the case relates to the 400 MW Seli
Hydro Project on the Chenab River in
Lahaul-Spiti. The high court had previ-
ously warned the Himachal Pradesh
government that failure to pay these
due would lead to serious conse-
quences. It also asserted that the funds
involved were from the state treasury.

High Court intervenes
With this latest decision, the high court
has now allowed the company to auc-
tion Himachal Bhavan to recover the
outstanding amount. Himachal govern-
ment files LPA against court's deci-
sion.The Himachal government howev-
er filed an LPA against the court's deci-
sion. Speaking to reporters on Tuesday,
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu said that although he did not
read the High Court order, "the upfront
premium is based on a policy under
which, when the energy policy was
made in 2006, I was the main archi-
tect".We had kept a reserve price per
megawatt on which the companies had
bid. There was a decision made by arbi-
tration in the matter of upfront premi-
um. Our government went to the High
Court against the arbitration order and
the government had to deposit Rs 64
crore in arbitration," he added.

Villagers say Vikram Gowda was once a
good-natured and peaceful person

Bengaluru Vikram Gowda (44), a notorious
Maoist leader, wanted by the police in multiple
states including Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil
Nadu, was killed during an encounter in Udupi dis-
trict.Gowda, the leader of the Naxal Netravati Dal,
has been implicated in over 20 criminal cases relat-
ed to Maoist activities, including violent incidents
in the Western Ghats and coastal regions of
Karnataka.Originally from Kudlu Nadwalu village
in Udupi district, he rose to prominence during the
Maoist-led resistance against the establishment of
Kudremukh National Park. As a key member of
the Netravati Dal, he was at the forefront of the
struggle in the coastal region, while the other team
led by Mundagaru Lata operated in the hilly
region.For the past 20 years, Gowda was actively
involved in Maoist activities across Karnataka and
was known for his strong anti-government
stance.Vikramarjuna Hegde, a local resident of
Kudlu Nadwalu village in Udupi, said that the
Maoist movements were not active in their village
for several years. While Vikram Gowda, being a
local resident, often visited the area, there was no
concrete information on his involvement with the
Maoist group until later."His parents passed away,
and we had no clue about his activities or where-
abouts. His grandfather still lives in our village,
and he belongs to the Malekudiya community," he
said.He further said that Vikram Gowda's entry
into the Maoist movement began around 2002-
2003. Initially, he became associated with a group
called the "Karnataka Vimochana Sangha" which
later emerged as a Maoist faction under the leader-
ship of Saket Rajan.During this period, Gowda
participated in rallies and protests, including one
where he invited Hegde to join a demonstration,
which Hegde declined.After his refusal, Hegde
claimed that Gowda harboured animosity toward
him and sent a group of three-four people to intim-
idate his family on multiple occasions. "They even
raided our house two-three times," he
recounted.Hegde also emphasised that Vikram
Gowda's deep involvement in Maoist activities
was largely influenced by the forest department.
He said: "Gowda had been subjected to violent
actions by the forest department over trivial mat-
ters, which fuelled his bitterness and eventual
embrace of the Maoist cause.""Vikram was a
peaceful, good-natured person. We never imagined
him becoming a Maoist leader. He studied only up
to the 5th standard and later worked in a hotel in
Mumbai before returning home and getting
involved in these activities," he added.Vikram
Gowda's involvement in the Maoist activities dates
back over two decades and he managed to evade
capture multiple times. In 2016, he outwitted
Kerala police by escaping during a high-stakes
operation. He was able to escape the Karnataka
police three times and was also involved in oppos-
ing government initiatives aimed at bringing the
Maoists into the mainstream.In 2013, the
Karnataka police announced a reward of ?5 lakh
for information about him along with several other
Maoists active in the region, including Jayanna,
Mundagaru Lata, and Vanajakshi.To date, Gowda
was involved in over 50 cases across Karnataka,
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu, with 13 cases registered
against him alone in Chikmagalur district.In recent
months, Maoist activities have resurged in the
Western Ghats and surrounding regions. Maoists,
led by Gowda and other leaders, held meetings in
several villages of the Udupi and Chikkamagaluru
districts, discussing the implementation of the
Kasturi Rangan report and clearance of forest
encroachments.The Maoist movement, which
began in Karnataka with the resistance to the
Kudremukh National Park, has recently seen a
resurgence in Kerala as well."In an encounter by
the ANF at Peethbail in Hebri taluk, Vikram
Gowda from Kudlu village of Hebri taluk was
killed. A total of 61 cases, including murder, had
been registered against him," stated internal secu-
rity wing director general of police D Roopa, who
visited the scene."He also had 19 cases registered
against him in Kerala. The search operation had
been ongoing for the past 15 days," she added.

Kerala To Welcome 20-Coach Vande Bharat Trains Replacing
8-Coach Models, Prioritising Full Capacity Services

Twenty-coach Vande Bharat trains
will replace the current eight-coach models in
Kerala. The Thiruvananthapuram-Mangaluru-
Thiruvananthapuram (20631/20632) Vande
Bharat Express, which presently travels via
Alappuzha, will be replaced by the new
train.Railway statistics show that this train
runs at around 200 percent occupancy. This
indicates that 200 passengers use the 100 seats
in a coach throughout several trips.All 474
seats on the Mangaluru-Thiruvananthapuram
service (20631) are currently occupied. The
new train will include 20 carriages and more
than 1,246 seats.Indian Railways just
launched the 20-coach Vande Bharat trains. A
few days ago, Southern Railway received two

of these recently built trains from the Integral
Coach Factory (ICF), located in Chennai.
Currently operating with eight carriages, the
Thiruvananthapuram-Mangaluru and

Tirunelveli-Chennai Vande Bharat trains are
being given priority. With 1,016 seats and 16
coaches, the Thiruvananthapuram-Kasaragod
Vande Bharat Express (20634) runs at full
capacity. This train is the top-ranked of 17
trains with 100% occupancy, according to rail-
way data.

New Colour Scheme Launched
The Vande Bharat trains' blue-and-white
colour scheme has been swapped out. The
new trains have a mix of black, grey, and
orange hues. Following complaints from sev-
eral zones about the yellow discoloration on
the white trains, the alteration was put into
effect. With Indian Railways' consent, the ICF
unveiled the new colour palette.
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