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‘Use of power to create a rift’: Rahul
Gandhi attacks BJP over Sambhal violence

Rahul Gandhi accused the
administration of taking action with-
out listening to all parties, which
worsened the situation and led to the
deaths of people.Rahul Gandhi,
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, said on Monday that the BJP's
use of power to create a divide
between Hindus and Muslims was not
in the best interest of either the state or
the country. His remarks come a day
after violence in Uttar Pradesh's
Sambhal resulted in the death of three
peeople, including security and admin-
istrative personnel. A fourth person,
who was injured in the clashes, died in
the hospital on Monday.“The biased and
hasty attitude of the state government
on the recent dispute in Sambhal, Uttar
Pradesh, is extremely unfortunate. I
express my deepest condolences to
those who have lost their loved ones in
the violence and firing,” Rahul Gandhi
said in a post in Hindi on X (formerly
Twitter).He accused the administration
of taking action without listening to all
parties, which worsened the situation

and led to the deaths of people. He held
the BJP government directly responsi-
ble for the incident.The BJP's use of
power to create a rift and discrimination
between Hindu-Muslim communities is
neither in the interest of the state nor the
country. I request the Supreme Court to
intervene in the matter as soon as possi-
ble and do justice,” Gandhi added. The
Lok Sabha MP from Uttar Pradesh's
Rae Bareli also appealed for peace and
mutual harmony.“We all have to join
together to ensure that India moves for-
ward on the path of unity and constitu-

tion, not communalism and hatred,”
Gandhi said.Tensions high in
SambhalThe district administration
has imposed prohibitory orders and
restricted ‘outsiders’ from entering
Sambhal till November 30 follow-
ing the clashes on Sunday.Internet
services in Sambhal tehsil were sus-
pended for 24 hours, and the district
administration declared a holiday
for all schools on Monday.Violence
erupted in the district when protest-
ers opposing the survey of the Jama

Masjid clashed with security forces.
Protesters set vehicles on fire and threw
stones at the police, while security per-
sonnel resorted to tear gas and batons to
disperse the crowd.Tensions had been
building in Sambhal since November
19, when a court-ordered survey of the
Jama Masjid began, following a petition
that claimed a Harihar temple once
stood at the site.The Congress alleges
that videos showing direct firing at pro-
testers were evidence of a “well-
planned conspiracy” by Adityanath and
the BJP-RSS to provoke violence.

Samajwadi Party MP Among 400 Charged For Violence In UP's Sambhal
Four people were killed in vio-

lence in Sambhal on SundaySambhal:
At least 25 people were arrested and
seven cases registered against 400 peo-
ple after four people were killed in vio-
lence over the survey of a mosque in
Uttar Pradesh's Sambhal on Sunday.
Samajwadi Party MP from Sambhal,
Ziaur Rahman Barq, and his party col-
league Iqbal Mahmood's son Nawab
Suhail Iqbal, are among those who have
been charged, officials said.Sambhal
witnessed deadly clashes between the
locals and the police during a court-
ordered survey of the Mughal-era Shahi
Jama Masjid on Sunday morning. The
mosque is at the centre of a contentious
legal battle over claims that it was built
on the site of a Hindu temple.The pro-
testers also set some vehicles on fire
and threw stones at the police, who used
tear gas and batons to disperse the
mob.About 20 police personnel were
also injured and a constable, who suf-
fered an injury to the head, is said to be
critical."Due to Barq's statement earlier,
the situation became worse here,"
Superintendent of Police Krishan

Kumar told a press conference.He
said they were identifying the pro-
testors using drone footage and
that the accused would be charged
under the stringent National
Security Act (NSA)."A murder
case should be registered against
them (police personnel) and action
should be taken because they fired
from private arms and not govern-
ment arms," he said."Muslims
were targeted and killed as part of
a conspiracy," the SP leader
added.Internet services have been
suspended in Sambhal for 24 hours and
schools shut on Monday for all students
up to Class 12.Officials also barred any
outsider, social organization or public
representative from entering Sambhal
without the orders of the authorities till
November 30.Sambhal has been tense
since last Tuesday when the Jama
Masjid was surveyed on a local court's
orders following a petition claiming that
a Harihar temple stood at the site.The
officials said the survey could not be
completed on Tuesday and was planned
for Sunday morning to avoid interfer-

ence with prayers that are usually held
in the afternoon.Supporters of the sur-
vey argue that it is a necessary step in
uncovering historical truths, while crit-
ics view it as a provocation that violates
the sanctity of religious places as
upheld by the Places of Worship Act,
1991.Advocate Vishnu Shankar Jain,
who is a petitioner in the case, said the
survey team conducted a detailed exam-
ination of the site, supported by videog-
raphy and photography as per the
court's directives on Sunday. The sur-
vey report is scheduled to be submitted
by November 29.

How Ajit Pawar Holds The Key To D
Fadnavis vs E Shinde Chief Minister Race

Mumbai: It has been two days since the
Mahayuti alliance of BJP, Shiv Sena and NCP
scored a massive victory in the Maharashtra elec-
tion, but there is no clarity on when the swearing-
in ceremony of the new government will be held.
The reason is a big question: who will the Chief
Minister?While BJP leaders would want
Devendra Fadnavis to get the top because of the
party's huge contribution in Mahayuti's mam-
moth score, their Sena counterparts would want
the Chief Minister post to stay with Mr Shinde,
arguing that his government's policies helped the
Mahayuti return to power. The Ajit Pawar-led
NCP, sources said, may support Mr Fadnavis for
the top post, tilting the scales in favour of the
BJP. Of the 232 seats won by the Mahayuti, 132
are with BJP, 57 with Shiv Sena and 41 with the
NCP. The leaders of the three parties have said
they will sit together and take a decision on the
Chief Minister face. The MLAs of the Sena and
NCP have elected Mr Shinde and Mr Pawar as
their legislature party leader. At the Sena MLAs'
meeting, slogans were raised in demand of Mr
Shinde as the Chief Minister.Mr Fadnavis, Mr
Shinde and Mr Pawar are likely to fly to Delhi
today to hold meetings with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. Discussions on rotational
Chief Ministership may also be held, it is learnt.
The tallest BJP leader in the state and a former
Chief Minister, Mr Fadnavis is the frontrunner
for the Chief Minister post. The BJP leader, who
served in the Eknath Shinde government as a
Deputy Chief Minister, is among the key archi-
tects of the BJP's stunning strike rate in winning
132 out of the 148 seats it contested. Mr Fadnavis
had agreed to play Number 2 in the government,
albeit reluctantly, after the Eknath Shinde-led
rebellion split the Shiv Sena and brought down
the Uddhav Thackeray government despite the
BJP holding more numbers in the ruling coali-
tion. BJP leaders, therefore, feel he must now get
his due. According to reports, BJP leaders are
also against any rotational formula for the top
post and want Mr Fadnavis as Chief Minister for
five years.Mr Shinde, it is learnt, is reluctant to
vacate the Chief Minister post as Sena leaders
claim it is his government's policies, including
Ladki Bahin, which paved the way for the
Mahayuti victory. Sena leader Deepak Kesarkar
told the media, "Shiv Sena MLAs feel Shinde
should continue in the post because under his
leadership the Mahayuti worked very well and
performed spectacularly in polls." He added that
Mr Shinde, Mr Fadnavis and Mr Pawar will take
a unanimous decision on the issue and it will be
in Maharashtra's interest.Giving up the Chief
Minister post will also expose Mr Shinde to a
scathing attack from his former boss and Sena
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray. Mr Thackeray
has already said that Mr Shinde would have to
"work under Fadnavis". So, the Shiv Sena chief
would be looking to stay on to win the perception
battle and show he is still in charge.Despite scor-
ing a mammoth win, the BJP is 14 short of a
majority in the 288-member Assembly. But its
tally of 132 has ensured that it needs only one of
its allies to form the government. This leaves
Eknath Shinde with few bargaining chips to push
for the top role as the BJP can easily form the
government with support from NCP. Against this
backdrop, both the Sena and the NCP will be
looking to make the most of the cabinet posts if
the BJP insists on claiming the Chief Minister
seat. The BJP's national leadership is now brain-
storming on the Chief Minister choice with an
eye on long-term ramifications and organisation-
al impact. As the leaders travel to Delhi to meet
the Home Minister, deliberations could also be
held on a rotational formula for the top post. 

Nana Patole Quits As Maharashtra Congress Chief After Poll Rout
Mumbai: Heads have started

rolling in Maharashtra after the
Opposition's Maha Vikas Aghadi took a
massive drubbing in the Assembly polls
results declared Saturday. State Congre
ss chief Nana Patole has stepped down
after the main Opposition party won
just 16 out of the 103 seats it contested.
Mr Patole barely scraped through in
Sakoli with a margin of just 208
votes.Mr Patole, a former MP, took
charge of Maharashtra Congress in
2021 when he replaced Balasaheb
Thorat. Under his leadership, the
Congress posted a stunning perform-
ance in the Lok Sabha election earlier

this year, winning 13 out of 17 seats it
contested. Scoring the highest among
all Maha Vikas Aghadi allies, the
Congress under Mr Patole bargained
hard during seat-sharing talks ahead of
the Assembly election. This led to fric-
tion between Congress and Shiv Sena
(UBT) and NCP (Sharad Pawar). At one
point, there were reports that Team
Thackeray had refused to hold seat-
sharing talks if Mr Patole was
involved.Even two days before election
results, Mr Patole's claim that the Maha
Vikas Aghadi government formed after
the election would be led by the
Congress irked Team Thackeray leader

Sanjay Raut, who said he would not
accept this.Earlier, the Congress
described the Maharashtra election
results as "unexpected" and "inexplica-
ble". Addressing the media, Congress
general secretary Jairam Ramesh said,
"There can be no two ways about it that
in a targeted manner, the level-playing
field, a phrase that the Election
Commission often uses, was disturbed.
The election results are unexpected,
very surprising and inexplicable." He
said the party would analyse its per-
formance and the factors behind it.
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Gujarat Family Dies in US Border Trafficking Scheme!
What could compel a family

to risk their lives for an uncertain
future? This haunting question arises
as we revisit the tragic deaths of the
Patel family, who succumbed to a
deadly blizzard on January 19, 2022,
while attempting to cross the US-
Canada border. Jagdish Patel, his
wife Vaishaliben, and their two chil-
dren, Vihangi and Dharmik, were
part of an ill-fated group of Indian
migrants seeking to enter the United
States illegally via the "Donkey
route." Now, the conviction of two
key players in this smuggling opera-
tion, Harshkumar Patel alias Dirty Harry
and Steve Shand, sheds light on the grim
realities of human trafficking.Harsh
Patel, 29, orchestrated the smuggling
plan, while Steve Shand, 50, provided
transport for the migrants. The duo was
convicted on charges of human smug-
gling, crimes punishable by up to 20
years in prison. The Patels, schoolteach-

ers from Gujarat, had paid the smugglers
with hopes of a brighter future in the US
but instead became victims of their
greed. The courtroom testimonies
revealed chilling details, including how
survivors battled the icy terrain as oth-
ers, including the Patel family, were lost
to the unforgiving storm.The trial
exposed a broader network of illegal

migration operations, with wit-
nesses recounting the lure of
dreams sold to families in
Gujarat. Survivors like Yash Patel
recounted their narrow escape,
while Rajinder Singh, another
key witness, admitted to smug-
gling hundreds of migrants and
profiting immensely from their
desperation. Prosecutors con-
demned the smugglers’ greed and
emphasized the devastating
human cost of their actions, leav-
ing the Patel family’s loss as a
stark reminder of the dangers

involved.As the court delivers justice to
the perpetrators, questions linger about
the conditions that drive families to such
perilous decisions. While this verdict
brings some closure, the chilling reali-
ties of human trafficking remain. Could
the conviction of these two men deter
future operations, or is this just the tip of
a much larger iceberg?

Elon Musk Shocked By Indian elections

As is known, India is the largest

democratic nation in
the world, and holding
the elections here is a
monstrous task in
itself. A whole mecha-
nism has to work syn-
chronously to hold the
elections in the country
and this is no mean feat
either. Well, this elec-
tion process has now
amused billionaire and
one of the main men of
Donald Trump's coun-
sel Elon Musk.Musk

took to Twitter a short while back to

announce his amusement on the Indian
elections as he seemed astounded by
it."While India has completed the elec-
tion with 640 million voters(64 crore
voters), the US is still counting the votes
in California" Musk stated earlier. He is
amused by the fact that all of India has
completed polls while the California
state in the USA is still counting the
local votes.However, there is a catch
here. The USA elections are held
through paper ballots and they require
the physical counting of votes, while
India has EVMs which process the out-
put at the rate of knots. This is the main
point of difference here.

Come To US Before Trump Takes Charge: American Universities?
The American demographic is set

to witness a significant changeover
geopolitically with the onset of the
Donald Trump government. He is set to
take charge as the 47th president of the
United States this January and related
arrangements are underway at the White
House and the government administra-
tion.In this context, the American uni-
versities that are open to International
students have made a very interesting
communication to the students in view
of Trump's onset. They have announced
that the students enrolled with them
must arrive at their premises before the

time Trump takes charge as the
president.The universities have
communicated that the students
must be back on the premises by
this January as they should be back
by the time Trump is back in
power.The last time Trump was
elected as President, he enforced
strict regulations against immigra-
tion students and other populous.
He made it hard for international
students and natives to get to the
US. If he does something similar
this time, then students might find it hard
to get back to their universities. So, the

universities are giving relevant commu-
nications to the students in this context.

Heavy rain in southern, coastal
areas, fog for North India

According to the IMD's rainfall advi-
sory, light to moderate rain is expected in
various places of Coastal Andhra Pradesh.
Additionally, the IMD has predicted a fall
in minimum temperatures nationwideThe
IMD predicts that during November 25–27,
coastal Tamil Nadu and Puducherry will get
heavy to very heavy rainfall, with isolated
heavy rainfall expected on November 28. A
well-marked low-pressure area over the
south-east Bay of Bengal and East
Equatorial Indian Ocean is predicted to
bring about heavy rainfall and foggy condi-
tions in various places, according to the
India Meteorological Department's (IMD)
multiple weather advisories for the week.
Additionally, the IMD has predicted a low
in minimum temperatures in several
regions of the nation. Very heavy rain is
expected on November 25 and 26 in a few
districts, including Thanjavur, Tiruvarur,
Nagapattinam, Mayiladuthurai, and
Karaikal. On November 26, Pudukkottai is
also anticipated to get severe rainfall.
Residents and authorities have been urged
to exercise caution as the weather system is
predicted to deliver severe conditions in the
days ahead. For coastal Andhra Pradesh,
the IMD has also issued a rainfall advisory,
predicting mild to moderate rainfall in
numerous locations and isolated heavy
downpours from November 27 to 28.Dense
fog conditions are predicted to disrupt visi-
bility in northern states, especially in the
early morning. For November 27–29,
Punjab, Haryana, and Chandigarh are under
a fog warning issued by the IMD. While
Uttar Pradesh may see similar weather
from November 28 to 30, Himachal
Pradesh is expected to see heavy fog until
November 28. The weather may hamper
travel and daily routines, therefore, the res-
idents in impacted areas have been warned
to plan ahead and exercise caution.
Expectations of rainfall in the plains of the
Kashmir valley were sparked by the fresh
snowfall that coated the higher reaches of
J&K on Sunday, including the well-known
tourist resort of Gulmarg. According to
officials, there was considerable snowfall
in Gulmarg starting Saturday night and
continuing throughout Sunday
morning.Moderate snowfall was also
recorded in Tulail in Bandipora district and
Machil and Karnah in Kupwara district. In
the meantime, there was some light rainfall
in the Kashmiri plains, which included por-
tions of the districts of Budgam and
Srinagar.Temperatures in the area
decreased as a result of the snowfall in the
higher elevations, but the minimum tem-
perature, which had fallen below freezing
the previous week, noticeably increased. A
low of 4.8 degrees Celsius was recorded in
Srinagar, which is about the seasonal aver-
age for this time of year.

SC advocate urges CJI to initiate probe into Jhansi medical college fire
The letter highlighted

reports of severe negligence,
including the alleged absence
of functioning fire extinguish-
ers in the wardSupreme Court,
SCDwivedi Emphasised That
Accountability Must Be
Established And Justice
Delivered To The Grieving Families.
(Photo: Shutterstock) Supreme Court advo-
cate Amit Dwivedi has written to the chief
justice of India, seeking a time-bound
inquiry into a blaze in the neonatal intensive
care unit of a medical college in Uttar
Pradesh that killed 17 infants.In the letter to

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna on Sunday,
Dwivedi -- who hails from
the Bundelkhand region --
sought the constitution of a
panel headed by a retired
Supreme Court judge "to
conduct a time-bound

inquiry into the fire incident in the NICU
(neonatal intensive care unit) of the govern-
ment-run hospital which resulted in the
deaths of 15 infants".Thirty-nine newborns
were rescued from a devastating fire in the
neonatal intensive care unit of Maharani
Laxmi Bai Medical College in Jhansi on the

night of November 15.While 10 babies died
on the night of the fire, seven more suc-
cumbed later.The letter highlighted reports
of severe negligence, including the alleged
absence of functioning fire extinguishers in
the ward.Dwivedi emphasised that account-
ability must be established and justice
delivered to the grieving families. "The fire
in the NICU is not an isolated incident but a
continuation of the systemic failures that
plague government healthcare in
Bundelkhand."He also accused some gov-
ernment doctors of prioritising private prac-
tice over public service, exacerbating the
healthcare crisis 
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