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New Delhi: External Affairs Minister
(EAM) S. Jaishankar Monday hit out at
Canadian "double standards", highlighting
that Ottawa's diplomats have the licence
to collect information on India's military
and police and profile Indians but have a
problem if New Delhi diplomats collect
information related to securing their safety
in Canada."Look at what happens in In-
dia; Canadian diplomats have no problem
going around, collecting information on
our military, on our police, profiling people,
(and) targeting people to be stopped in
Canada....the licence they give themselves
is totally different from the kind of restric-
tions they impose on diplomats in Canada,"
said Jaishankar at the NDTV World Sum-
mit on Monday.The Indian external affairs
minister added: "They seem to have a prob-
lem if Indian diplomats are even trying to
make efforts to find out what is happening
in Canada on matters which directly per-
tain  to their  welfare and
security."Jaishankar's comments came af-
ter the India-Canada diplomatic standoff
escalated last week, with India withdraw-
ing its high commissioner to Canada,
Sanjay Kumar Verma, and five other dip-
lomats. The move was taken after Ottawa
requested New Delhi to waive their diplo-
matic immunity and allow their interroga-
tion in the Hardeep Singh Nijjar murder
case.Nijjar, an India-designated terrorist,
was gunned down outside a gurdwara in
Surrey, British Columbia, in June 2023. Ot-
tawa has arrested four Indians and charged
them with the killing. It has also alleged
links between Indian officials and the kill-
ing of Nijjar. When Ottawa first made the
allegations in September 2023, India re-
jected those as "absurd and
motivated".Nikhil Gupta, Indian at centre
of Pannun plot, pleads not guilty. Case to
be heard on 17 January, 2025 New Delhi
has maintained that not a "shred of evi-
dence" has been shared by Ottawa of the
links between its officials and the killing
of Nijjar. However, the Canadian govern-
ment has doubled down on its allegations
in recent weeks.M¢lanie Joly, the Canadian
foreign minister has even publicly stated
that all options, including diplomatic sanc-
tions, are on the table over the alleged ac-
tivities of Indian diplomats in
Canada."Double standards" are a "very
mild" description of Canada's different
rules for its diplomats abroad and foreign
diplomats in the country, according to
Jaishankar.The EAM also took potshots at
Ottawa's standard defence for any activi-
ties by Sikh separatists - highlighted by
India - as the exercise of their freedom of
speech."We tell them you have people
openly threatening leaders of India, diplo-
mats of India - sometimes, the threat is not
just verbal, it is physical - and their answer
1s freedom of speech....If you threaten the
Indian high commissioner, he is supposed
to accept it as freedom of speech,"
Jaishankar commented.He pointed out how
when an Indian journalist sometimes com-
ments on Canada on social media, Ottawa
i1s quick to label it as "foreign
interference.""If an Indian journalist says
the Canadian high commissioner walked
out of South Block looking very grumpy,
it is apparently forelgn interference.
‘Double standards’ is (a) very mild (term)
for it," said Jaishankar.A sample of social
media posts by Indian journalists has been
labelled as "potential sources of foreign in-
terference" 1n a report by the Rapid Re-
sponse Mechanism (RRM) Canada. The
report by RRM Canada was submitted to
the Foreign Interference Commission - a
panel to look into foreign meddling in the
2019 and 2021 Canadian federal
elections. Appearing before the commission
on 16 October 2024, Canadian PM Trudeau
accused Indian media of attacking the
country to undermine the “integrity” of its
“democracy” - allegations he first made in
a 18 September 2023 speech on the floor
of the House of Commons. During the
2023 speech, Trudeau, for the first time,
publicly stated that Canadian authorities
were investigating “credible allegations”
of links between Indian government offi-
cials and the killing of Nijjar.
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As 2024 draws to a close, West Ben-
gal state government employees are still
waiting for a resolution to the long-
standing issue of their dearness allow-
ance (DA) arrears.Despite months of
anticipation, there has been no break-
through in the DA case, and hopes of a
resolution this year seem distant. The
next Supreme Court hearing is sched-
uled for January 7, 2025, leaving gov-
ernment employees with no option but
to wait.A significant update in the case
has come from the Sangrami Joutha
Mancha, a collective of state employ-
ees advocating for their DA rights. Re-
cently, Bhaskar Ghosh shared on social
media that efforts are underway to in-
clude the Mancha in the ongoing Su-
preme Court proceedings. On Monday,
the group's representatives met with
lawyers in the High Court chambers to
discuss the matter. They are seeking
support from various quarters to
strengthen their fight for the pending
DA.

Background of the DA Case

The dispute over dearness allowance
for West Bengal state employees dates
back to 2022. On May 20 of that year,
the Calcutta High Court ordered the
state government to clear the DA arrears

\ o

16th Brics Summit in Russia: At
an informal Brics Summit dinner in
Kazan, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi gave a thumbs-up as Russian
President Vladimir Putin and his
Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping en-
gaged in conversation, highlighting
a moment of camaraderie among the
leaders.This interaction between
Modi and Xi comes at a time when
India and China have reached an
agreement on "patrolling arrange-
ments" and resolved the military
stand-off at the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC).The moment also show-
cased the deepening ties between
China and Russia, a bond that has
grown stronger over the years, espe-
cially since Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.The visuals from the 16th
Brics Summit also captured a friendly
moment when Vladimir Putin greeted
Narendra Modi with a handshake and
a hug, showcasing their close
relationship.Modi and Xi are slated
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The Shiv Sena on Tuesday revealed
its first 45 candidates for November's
Maharashtra assembly election. Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde, who heads
the Sena, will contest from the Kopri-
Pachpakhadi assembly constituency
in his stronghold of Thane, a late-
night release from the party
showed.In the 2009 assembly elec-
tion, the constituency elected Shinde
as its first-ever legislator. He also se-
cured wins in 2014 and 2019.The
Sena, a member of the ruling
Mabhayuti alliance, will contest with
its partners, the BJP and deputy chief
minister Ajit Pawar's NCP. While the
parties are yet to reveal their seat-
sharing formula, the BJP, the largest
party in the state, has announced its
first 99 candidates. On the other hand,
the NCP is yet to release its first list.
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within three months. Despite this rul-
ing, the employees did not receive their
due. The state government filed a re-
view petition challenging the High
Court’s decision, but it was dismissed.
In response, three employee unions filed
a contempt of court petition against the
state. The government subsequently es-
calated the matter to the Supreme Court
in November 2022.Since then, the case
has been in the Supreme Court, with
multiple hearings postponed. The pro-
longed legal battle has frustrated state
employees, who won the case in the
High Court but are still waiting for their
DA arrears. The Special Leave Petition
(SLP) filed by the state has delayed the
final resolution.
Central Government's DA Hike
In contrast, central government em-

st Qe

to hold bilateral meeting on the side-
lines of the Brics Summit in Russia's
Kazan on Wednesday, foreign secre-
tary Vikram Misri said on Tuesday.It
1s a breakthrough in ending the over
four-year-long military standoff be-
tween the two countries.Relations
between the two Asian giants wors-
ened significantly after the intense
clash in the Galwan Valley in June
2020, which was the most serious
military conflict between them in
decades.However, at the Brics gala
dinner, President Putin was seated
between PM Modi and President Xi
Jinping, indicating a shift towards
closer diplomatic relations among
the three countries.Modi and Xi last
had a structured meeting during their
second informal summit in
Mamalllapuram in October 2019,
months before start of the border
standoff. The agreement on patrolling
along the LAC resulted from mul-
tiple diplomatic and military discus-

Who are Shiv Sena's first 45
candidates?

Several incumbent MLAs have
been repeated from their respective
constituencies. Besides Shinde, other
such candidates are Manjula Gavit
(Sakri), Chandrakant Sonawane
(Chopda), Gulabrao Patil (Jalgaon
Rural), Chandrakant Nimba Patil
(Muktainagar), Sanjay Gaikwad
(Buldhana), and more.Maharashtra,
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ployees have received a significant
boost to their dearness allowance. The
Modi government recently announced
a 3% increase in DA for central employ-
ees, raising their allowance from 50%
to 53%. This comes as a festive gift
ahead of Diwali, bringing relief to cen-
tral government employees. Mean-
while, West Bengal state employees
continue to receive only 14% DA, high-
lighting the stark disparity between the
two groups.
Looking Ahead

With the next Supreme Court hear-
ing scheduled for January 7, 2025, West
Bengal government employees are anx-
iously waiting for a positive outcome.
The Sangrami Joutha Mancha's inclu-
sion in the case could potentially
strengthen the fight for the employees’
long-overdue DA. However, the delay
in the legal process has already taken a
toll on the morale of the workforce, who
are left with little hope for a resolution
in the near future.The battle for dear-
ness allowance continues to be a major
issue for West Bengal's state employ-
ees, and all eyes will be on the Supreme
Court's hearing next year to see if there
is finally a breakthrough in this pro-
longed struggle.

P,

sions between India and China.This
followed several meetings between
senior leaders in recent months. Ex-
ternal affairs minister S Jaishankar
met Chinese foreign minister Wang
Yi at the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Summit in
Kazakhstan on July 4 and during
ASEAN:-related meetings in Laos on
July 25.National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval also met Wang at a Brics meet-
ing in St. Petersburg on September 12.
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which has 288 assembly seats, will
vote on November 20. The results
will be declared on November 23.In
the Lok Sabha polls, held in April-
June, the opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (Congress-Shiv Sena UBT-
NCP SP) won 30 of Maharashtra's 48
parliamentary constituencies while
the Mahayuti scored only 17
wins.Meanwhile, the assembly polls
next month, will be the first in
Maharashtra since the June 2022 split
of the Shiv Sena that led to the col-
lapse of the Aghadi government and
the formation of the Mahayuti gov-
ernment. In July 2023, the NCP, too,
split and Ajit Pawar joined the ruling
side.he Election Commission
recognises the factions led by Shinde
and Pawar as the 'real' Shiv Sena and
NCP, respectively.
N
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