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Kolkata Po

Twenty-four hours after junior doc-
tors started their march to Kolkata Po-
lice headquarters Lalbazar demanding
police commissioner Vineet Goyal'sres-
Ignation, the cops on Tuesday removed
barricades and allowed the medics to
march to Bentinck street from B B
Ganguly street.From there afew repre-
sentatives of junior doctors would be
accompanied by senior officers of the
Kolkata Police to Lalbazar where they
were likely to meet Goyal. Police
sources said that at the Bentinck Street
crossing, a huge team of policemen
would form ahuman chain."It will bea
peaceful rally and we will march to-
gether till Bentinck Street. Our repre-
sentatives will to Lalbazar to meet the
CPR" one of the agitating doctors told
PTI.Junior doctors of different medical
collegeswho took out arally to Kolkata
Police headquarters Lalbazar demand-
ing the resignation of police commis-

It st Gulf nfions e
Uner PM Mod™: EAN Jasnankar

Singapore, September 3 : Ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to
Singapore, External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar highlighted the significant
pro?r&ss made In India's relationship with
Gultf nations over the past decade.

Jaishankar also said that, unlike previ-
ous governments, the policies under PM
Modi's administration have extended to
include investments, technology, security
and connectivity in Gulf countries.In an
interview with Singapore-based 'The Strait
Times," Jaishankar on a question that there
is a perception that Indias principal focus
in its extended neighbourhood is now the
Gulf, not ASEAN, he said, "I would not
take an either/or approach. Certainly, inthe
|ast decade, India's ties with Gulf nations
have redly taken off. Earlier governments
used to view them more narrowly from the
perspective of trade, energy and diaspora.
In contrast, the Modi government's policies
have extended to investments, technol ogy,
security and connectivity."Jaishankar also
noted that Indiafeel sthat the contributions
of the Indian community are more acknowl-
edged in the Gulf. "We definitely fedl that
the contributions of our community are
more strongly recognised (in the Gulf ).
Both the economic and demographic
comﬁl ementarities are today coming into
much greater play. But because of this, |
would not draw any conclusionsin regard
toASEAN. Our ties have deepened aswel |
in this very period."The External Affairs
Minister further said that India being the
fifth [argest economy will necessarily have
multi-directional engagements. He said,
"The fact isthat India - as the most popu-
lous country and currently the fifth-largest
economy - will necessarily have multi-di-
rectional engagements. The world isnot a
zero-sum game for us." Jaishankar also ex-
pressed his views on the Act East policy
and emphasised that Singapore has a cen-
tral roleto play. Hesaid, " Singapore, which
was at the core of our Look East policy,
has an equally central role in the Act East
policy as well. If you look at the new do-
mains that reflect this evolution,
Singapore's partnership in security, connec-
tivity, technology and sustainability is
evident.""The Act East policy is certainly
very active for avariety of reasons. South-
east Asiaitself has much untapped poten-
tial. Itsdemographicsand growth prospects
make it a long-term partner," Jaishankar
said.Outlining an example, Jaishankar
added, "Imagine, for example, what a
changetheTrilateral Highwgy planto con-
nect Indiawith Myanmar and Thailand) can
make when completed. It isalso arelation-
ship that is indispensable for India's Indo-
Pacific engagement. | would confidently
predict a bright future."Notably, the Act
East Policy focuses on the extended
neighbourhood in the Indo-Pacific region,
with ASEAN as its core. The objective of
Act East Policy is to promote economic
cooperation, cultural tiesand develop stra-
tegic relationships with countries in the
Indo-Pacific re_gI;i on through continuous en-
Pagement at bilateral, regional and multi-
ateral levels, thereby providing enhanced
connectivity in its broadest sense, includ-
ing political, economic, cultural and people
to people relations.
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sioner Vineet Goyal, stayed put at
nearby B B Ganguly street even on
Tuesday, more than 23 hours after they
were stopped from marching
further.The doctors, who werejoined by
several common people as well as stu-
dents from other educational institu-
tions, spent the entire Monday night on
BB Ganguly street, around half a
kilometre away from Lalbazar, to stop
them from marching ahead.A huge con-
tingent of Kolkata Police officers re-
mained on guard on the other side of
the barricade built with guardrails
chained together and locked with
padlocks.The junior doctors had placed
the replica of a spine and red roses on
the barricade. The replica is to
emphasise the duty of the police force
to protect citizens, they clamed."This
was not in our plan. We did not know

tryingtofleeto Inc

On Monday (2nd September)
morning, the Border Security Force
(BSF) officials found the dead body
of aminor Bangladeshi Hindu girl at
the zero point of the India-
Bangladesh international border near

Kalerkhandi village in
Kailashahar.She had a bullet injury
on her body. The minor victim has
been identified as Swarna Das, a
Bangladeshi Hindu whoissaid to be
in the age range of 14-16 years.As
per reports, the minor girl was alleg-
edly hit by abullet fired by the Bor-
der Guard Bangladesh (BGB) on
Sunday night. The incident took
placewhen shewas attempting toflee
Bangladesh along with her
parents.They weretryingtoillegally
crossthe |l ndia-Bangladesh border to
escape the ongoing religious perse-
cution of Hindus in the Islamic
nation.The incident cameto light on

SC On Bulldozer Action: After its
sharp criticism of the 'bulldozer ac-
tion' against accused in criminal
cases by the state governments, the
Supreme Court praised the submis-
sionsmade by the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment ontheissue, aDainik Jagran
report stated on Tuesday.Yogi
Adityanath-led government has sub-
mitted an affidavit in the apex court,
stating that no property belonging to
a person was bulldozed without fol-
lowing the legal processtherein. The
Special Secretary of the Home De-
partment stated in the affidavit that
any immovable property can be de-
molished under legal procedures, and
we are adhering to that process. This
comes as severa petitioners moved
the Supreme Court against the in-
creasing trend of bulldozing the
houses, shops and commercial prop-
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that Kolkata Police was so scared that

L S

By B WL IR

they would put up 9-feet high barricade 4

to stop us. Our agitation will continue
till weareallowed to reach L albazar and
meet the CP. We will continue sitting
heretill then," one of the agitating doc-
tors told PT1.They continued shouting
slogans seeking justice and protection
for all, including doctors.Later, Addi-
tional Police Commissioner (I11) of
Kolkata Police Santosh Pandey along
with other officers of the force reached
the spot and held talks with the doctors
to pacify them.The doctors started their
march towardsLalbazar at around 2 pm
on Monday holding placardswhich dis-
played illustrations of Goyal with texts
calling for his resignation.They also
burnt an effigy of the police commis-
sioner after they were stopped on BB
Ganguly street.They also raised slo-

Monday morning when the BSF per-
sonnel spotted a body at the zero
point. As per reports, the Bangladeshi
authorities were unable to retrieve
her body as the girl died within In-
dian territory.Afterwards, BSF and
Bangladeshi officials reached the
spot and retrieved the body. Her body
was then sent for post-mortem to

Unakoti District Hospital in
Kailashahar.

Body of SwarnaDasfound at zero
point

According to sources, Swarnaand
her parents - Rebati Das (Parendra
Das as per Bangladeshi media re-
ports) and Rani Das had hired an
agent to cross the border and enter
Indian territory.However, on Sunday
night, when they were attempting to
crosstheborder near pillar no-57, the
BGB opened firein which the minor
was hit by abullet.Despite the bullet
injury, Swarna ran a short distance
before shedied at the zero point. Her
parents and others took shelter in a
house in Lalarchak village to avoid
getting hurt in theindiscriminate fir-
ing. They were |ater apprehended by
the BGB.In the pandemonium, they
fell ill and are currently undergoing
treatment at Moulvibazar District
Hospital.

Bangladeshi media blames BSF

However, the Bangladeshi sidehas

N

erties of the accused by the state gov-
ernment.

SC's Sharp Criticism Of Bulldozer
Action

In asharp reaction against the prac-
ticeof 'bulldozer action’, the Supreme
Court haslaunched astrong criticism
of state governments for demolish-
ing the homes of accused individu-
als, raising several questions on the
practice. The Court stated that even
If an accused personisproven guilty,

9/3/2024, 9:07 PM

for the perpetrators of the alleged rape
and murder of a trainee doctor at the

RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital.The medics have alleged in-
adequate steps by the police during its
probe into the August 9 rape-murder of
the young doctor, before the investiga-
tion was handed over to the CBI by the
Calcutta High Court.Except for the
headline, this story has not been edited
by The Telegraph Online staff and has
been published from a syndicated feed.

Boraer Guard Bangladesn killsminor Hindu girl while shewas
jawith her parents, BSF recovers deat

hody

blamed BSF for her death alleging
that the girl was killed by gunfire
from the Indian Border Security
Force (BSF) at the Kulauraborder in
Moulvibazar.The victim was the
daughter of Parendra Das, aresident
of Kalnigiri village in the West Juri
Union of Juri Upazila. The minor was
studying in the eighth grade at the
local Nirod Bihar High School.Her
parents stated that they have four
children and one of their sons has
been living in Tripura, India, for a
long time.Religious persecution of
Hindus in Bangladeshlt is pertinent
to note that the cases of Bangladeshis
illegally crossing Indian territory
have surged after the violent protest-
ersousted the country'selected Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.lt issaid that
they are predominantly Hindus who
are trying to flee Bangladesh to es-
cape ongoingreligious persecutionof
Hindus by mobs of BNP-Jamaat
supporters.Ground reportsfrom
Bangladesh have revealed the extent
of atrocities being committed against
the Hindus in the Islamic nation and
how the persecuted Bangladeshi Hin-
dus have been pleading with Indiato
grant them visas.They havelamented
that they don't want to live in fear,
andif Indiadoesn't heed their request,
they will cross the country's border
without visas.

1500 e e

it is not justified in any way to de-
molish their home.

'‘Will Lay Pan-India Guidelines

A Supreme Court bench, compris-
ing of justices BR Gavai and KV
Viswanathan, on Monday, indicated
that it will lay down guidelinesonthe
recent bulldozer practices opted by
governments on immovable proper-
ties. The bench had aso sought sug-
gestions from the concerned parties
over the issue.

'‘Won't Protect Illegal Encroach-
ment'

However, the top court made it
clear that it would not protect any il-
legal structure obstructing public
roads. The top court said that the
demolition of properties should be
doneasper law. Thetop court assured
that it would resolve the issue and
listed the matter for September 17.
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