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Making a startling claim, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu has said animal fat was used to
make Tirupati laddoos under the previ-
ous government run by the Y SR
Congress. TheY S Jagan M ohan Reddy-
led party has rubbished the allegation
and termed it malicious.Addressing an
NDA legislative party meeting on
Wednesday, Mr Naidu, whose Telugu
Desam Party came to power in Andhra
Pradesh in June in an alliance with the
Jana Sena and the BJP, said animal fat
was used to make the sought-after
laddoos given as 'prasad’ by the Sri
Venkateswara Templein Tirupati under
the Jagan Reddy government. The
temple is managed by the Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD)."In the
past 5 years, Y SR Congress party |ead-
ers have tarnished the sanctity of
Tirumala. They compromised on the
quality of 'Annadanam’ (freemeals) and
even contaminated the sacred Tirumala
Laddu by using animal fat instead of
ghee. This revelation has caused con-
cern. However, we are now using pure
ghee. Weare striving to protect the sanc-
tity of the TTD," Mr Naidu said in
Telugu.Senior Y SR Congress|eader and
Rajya Sabha MP YV Subba Reddy ac-
cused Mr Naidu of damaging the sanc-
tity of the Tirumala shrine.
"Chandrababu Naidu has severely dam-
aged the sanctity of Tirumala and the
faith of croresof Hindus. Hiscomments
about the Tirumalaprasad are extremely
malicious. No person would speak such
words or make such accusations,” Mr
Reddy wrotein Telugu on X."It hasbeen
proven again that Chandrababu Naidu
will stoop to any level for political gain.
To strengthen the faith of the devotees,
|, along with my family, amready to take
an oath before the aimighty regarding
the Tirumala 'prasad’. s Chandrababu
Naidu willing to do the same with his
family," he asked.
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During arecent hearing in the Karna
takaHigh Court, Justice Vedavyasachar
Srishanandareferred toaMuslim popu-
lated areain Bengaluru as Pakistan.The
judge made the reference while speak-
ing about Gori Palya, a sublocality in
west Bengaluru."Go to Mysore road
flyover, every auto rickshaw has 10
people. It is not applicable because the
Mysore flyover head left to the market
from Gori Palyais in Pakistan, not in
India. Thisisthereality. No matter how
strict apolice officer you put there, they
will be beaten up there,” Justice
Vedavyasachar Srishanandasai. A video
clip of the judge making the remark has
now gone viral on social media.The
video hastriggered severe outrage, with
severa users criticising and question-
ing how a person in a Constitutional
position can make such aremark. "Ab-
solutely unacceptable talk by judge
whosejob respectabl e speech. Why this
unfit duty bearer continuing to sit in
#K arnatakaHighCourt? He is a #Sarka
riNaukar, who gets powers conferred by
our Constitution. Suspend the govt
worker," said Brinda Adige, a Beng
aluru-based activist."A judge of an In-
dian Constitutional Court referring to
fellow citizens of a different faith as
Pakistani! Astonishing," wrote advo-
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The Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) has summoned Minakshi
Mukherjee, a prominent leader of the
Democratic Youth Federation of India
(DY FI) and the L eft youth wing, in con-
nection with the RG Kar Hospital
case.The case pertains to the alleged
rape and murder of a doctor at the hos-
pital on August 9, sparking widespread
protests and controversy. Mukherjeeis
expected to appear at the CBI office at
the CGO Complex on Thursday at 11
AM, according to party sources.The
CBI's summons follows an earlier in-
vestigation by Kolkata Police, who had
guestioned Mukherjee regarding her
alleged involvement in protests and ac-
tionsthat followed theincident. A video
circulating on social media showed
membersof the Left youthwing, DY F,
including Mukherjee, alegedly break-
ing a barricade during demonstrations
outside the hospital on August 14. The
video also displayed the party's flag at
the site of the disturbance. The case took
apolitical turn when Mukherjee visited
the hospital shortly after the incident to
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Amid massive outrage over the
death of a 26-year-old chartered ac-
countant with Ernst and Young In-
dia, allegedly dueto work stress, the
Union Labour Ministry hassaid it has
taken up a complaint and will bein-
vestigating the circumstancesthat |ed
to the death of Anna Sebastian
Perayil."Deeply saddened by the
tragic loss of Anna Sebastian Perayil.
A thorough investigation into the al-
legations of an unsafe and exploit-
ativework environment isunderway.
We are committed to ensuring jus-
tice & @LabourMinistry has offi-
cially taken up the complaint.
@mansukhmandviya,” Minister of
State for Labour Shobha Karandlaje
said in apost on X.She wasrespond-
ing to a post by BJP leader Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, who described
Anna's death as "very sad but also
disturbing at many levels' and sought
a probe into her family's allegations
of an exploitative work environment
at Ernst and Young India.

A Heartbroken Mother's L etter

In aletter to Ernst & Young India
chairman Rajiv Memani, Anna's
mother Anita Augustine said her
daughter died just four months after
joining the company and called on
its leadership to change a work cul-
ture that "seemsto glorify overwork
while neglecting the very human be-
ing behind the role"."l am writing
this letter as a grieving mother who
has lost her precious child, Anna
Sebastian Perayil. My heartisheavy,
and my soul isshattered as| penthese
words, but | believe it is necessary
to share our story in the hope that no
other family will have to endure the
pain we are going through," the
mother wrote in the letter.She wrote
that Anna was an excellent student
who topped through school and col-
lege and cleared the tough chartered
accountancy exam with distinction.
"EY was her first job, and she was
thrilled to be part of such a presti-
gious company. But four months
later, on July 20th, 2024, my world
collapsed when | received the dev-
astating news that Anna had passed
away. Shewasjust 26 yearsold."The
heartbroken mother narrated the
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meet thevictim'sfamily. It wasreported
that she played akey rolein organizing
protests demanding justice for the doc-
tor, with images showing her blocking
a police vehicle going viral on social
media. On August 11, she led a sit-in
protest outside the hospital, which was
followed by violent clashes on August
14.Speaking on the matter, CPM state
secretary Mohammad Salim confirmed

that Minakshi would comply with the [ &

CBl's summons and visit the office.
Salim stated that Mukherjeereceived a
call from aCBI official afew daysago,
after which the party verified the
official's identity before deciding to
cooperate.Minakshi Mukherjee is ex-
pected to arrivein Kolkatafrom Raigan
on Thursday morning. Sources close to
Mukherjee mentioned that she would
head straight to the CBI office from
Sealdah station.

News Highlights: Incident: On Au-
gust 9, adoctor at RG Kar Hospital was
allegedly raped and murdered, leading
to protests.CBI Summons. Minakshi
Mukherjee, a prominent DY FI |eader,

e

crushing news."On Saturday, July
6th, my husband and | reached Pune
to attend Anna's CA Convocation.
Since she had been complaining of
chest constriction upon reaching her
PG late at night (around 1 am) for the
past week, we took her to the hospi-
tal in Pune. Her ECG wasnormal, and
the cardiologist came to allay our
fears, telling us she wasn't getting
enough sleep and was eating very
late. He prescribed antacids, which
reassured us that it wasn't anything
serious Though we had come all the
way from Kochi, she insisted on go-
ing to work after seeing the doctor,
saying there was a lot of work to be
done and shewouldn't get leave. That
night, she returned to her PG late
again On Sunday, July 7th, the day
of her convocation, she joined usin
the morning, but she was working
from home even that day until the
afternoon, and we reached the con-
vocation venue late," she wrote."It
was my daughter'sgreat dream to take
her parents to her convocation with
her own hard-earned money. She
booked our flight tickets and took us.
It breaks my heart totell you that even
during those two days, which were
the last we would spend with our
child, she couldn't enjoy them be-
cause of the work pressure." Anita
Augustine wrote that Anna worked
lateinto the night, even on weekends,
"with no opportunity to catch her
breath”. "Her assistant manager once
called her at night with a task that
needed to be completed by the next
morning, leaving her with barely any
time to rest or recover. When she
voiced her concerns, she was met
with the dismissive response, "You
can work at night, that's what we all

has been summoned in connection with
the incident.Previous Investigations:
Mukherjee was earlier questioned by
Kolkata Police for her alleged involve-
ment in the protests and demonstrations
at RG Kar Hospital.Protests: A viral
video showed DY Fl flags and members
breaking barricades outside the hospi-
tal during protests.Political Angle:
Mukherjee had visited the hospital to
meet the victim's family and was in-
volved in organizing protests seeking
justice for the doctor.
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do.""Annawould return to her room
utterly exhausted, sometimes collaps-
ing on the bed without even chang-
ing her clothes, only to be bombarded
with messages asking for more re-
ports. She was putting in her best ef-
forts, working very hard to meet the
deadlines. She was a fighter to the
core, not someone to give up easily.
We told her to quit, but she wanted
tolearn and gain new exposure. How-
ever, the overwhelming pressure
proved too much even for her," the
mother wrote.The family said they
were deeply hurt because no onefrom
the organisation attended Anna's fu-
neral. "No one from EY attended
Annas funeral. This absence at such
a critical moment, for an employee
who gave her al to your organiza-
tion until her last breath, is deeply
hurtful . Anna deserved better, and so
do al the employees who continue
to work under these conditions," her
mother wrote, hoping that her
daughter's experience "leads to rea
change'.Ernst & Young Indiahasis-
sued a statement and said it was
deeply saddened by Anna'sdeath and
was taking the family's correspon-
dence with the "utmost seriousness
and humility"."We are deeply sad-
dened by Anna Sebastian'stragic and
untimely passing in July 2024, and
our deepest condolences go to the
bereaved family. Anna was a part of
the Audit team at S R Batliboi, a
member firm of EY Global, in Pune
for abrief period of four months, join-
ing the firm on 18 March 2024. That
her promising career was cut shortin
this tragic manner is an irreparable
loss for al of us. While no measure
can compensate for the loss experi-
enced by the family, we have pro-
vided all the assistance aswe aways
do in such times of distress and will
continue to do so," the statement
said."We are taking the family's cor-
respondence with the utmost serious-
ness and humility. We place the high-
est importance on the well-being of
all employees and will continue to
find ways to improve and provide a
healthy workplace for our 1,00,000
people across EY member firms in
India," the company added.
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