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1 st asets 1 Pakstan e o 2 ol

The $65 billion China-Pakistan-
Economic-Corridor (CPEC), from
the restive oppressed Uyghur Mus-
lim majority province of Xinkiang
in China, all the way to the Paki-
stani/Balochi port of Gwadar, is
clearly in deep jeopardy now.On
top of the obvious debt trap to
China, Pakistan finds itself facing
a near uncontrollable security
dilemma.Runaway Uyghur fighters
from Xinkiang, otherwise system-
atically oppressed by the Han Chi-
nese, are in some degree contrib-
uting to the terrorism in Pakistan.
This along with the Pakistani
Taliban, the Baluchistan Liberation
Army, and sundry terrorist groups
once enthusiastically spawned by
Pakistan to deliver a 'thousand cuts'
to India - plus their various mutat-
ing affiliates.Baluchis sheltering in
Iran are also contributing their mite
to the unrest and instability, with
Iran reluctant to act harshly against
their significant minority
population.This difficult situation
is being aggravated daily by the
economic weakness of China,
plagued by a massive property and
real-estate industry collapse, mas-
sive non-performing assets
(NPAs), a low GDP growth rate,
trade and diplomatic differences
with the West, as well as a host of
its neighbours.Its currency also
cannot be trusted. Its Pakistan 'all-
weather partner' turned dire liabil-
ity, 1s living hand-to-mouth, as it is
all but bankrupt. It not only owes
billions, under multiple heads and
sources, to China, it owes equally
huge sums to the multilateral lend-
ing agencies such as the IMF and
the World Bank plus other West-
ern and Arab lenders. Total Paki-
stani debt topped $126 billion in
2022 and has worsened since. The
currency, the Pakistani rupee, is
well on its way to becoming worth-
less. Foreign currency reserves
have gone. Its revenue generation,
never robust, as its economy 1is
based on consumption and govern-
ment spending, is now practically
non-existent. The multilateral lend-
ing agencies want Pakistan to re-
negotiate its loans from China be-
fore it gives it more money, but

Pakistan is in no position to do so
in real terms.This entire situation
is making the Chinese truculent
and short with Pakistan, but not
really to the best effect. Pakistan,
as per its long-studied practice, is
trying to balance the influence of
the superpowers, by playing the
United States off against China to
obtain a measure of leverage with
both.The US Ambassador to Paki-
stan Donald Blome, no doubt at the
urging of the US State Department,
visited oil, gas and mineral-rich
Baluchistan, the largest province of
Pakistan, on 12 September 2023.
The Chinese have been operating
in Baluchistan for long. But this
visit is probably the beginning of a
brand-new US initiative. The US
Charge d'affaires had visited in
2021. And this was a long time af-
ter the visit of a previous Ameri-
can official, way back in
2006.Blome met with Pakistani
officials in Baluchistan and their
Navy's Western Commander. He
also visited the port at Gwadar, run
by the China Overseas Ports Hold-
ing. China hopes to use Gwadar for
transhipments, oil cargos to itself
should anything go wrong in the
South China Sea, the Malacca
Straits, its access to 1ts Pacific
ports-and exports to America. How
it will drive its cargo through Pa-
kistan to Xinkiang is another
matter.Pakistan, on its part, sees
Gwadar as its only port besides
Karachi.Blome was also to see for
himself that there is no Chinese
military base in Gwadar as of now,
even though the security situation
is highly unstable. The Pentagon,
in 2022, warned that there could be
a People's Liberation Army (PLA)
Navy base in Gwadar before long.
More so, if Pakistan capitulates any
further to China.But, first, before
the US can consider fresh invest-
ments, there are the growing insur-
gencies. Almost to illustrate this,
the same Pakistan Navy base
Blome visited in Gwadar was also
recently attacked by Balochi mili-
tants. The Balochis also attacked
and killed Chinese engineers work-
ing on a dam at Dasu on the Indus
River this month. This is in the

Motivated actions:

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOUR-
NALISM): The strong observations
made by the Supreme Court on jail with-
out trial are very relevant at a time when
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) is
very active all over the country. A divi-
sion bench of the court criticised the
ED's practice of filing supplementary
chargesheets to prevent persons charged
under the Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), 2002, from getting
bail. The court made the remarks in the
case of Prem Prakash, an associate of
former Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren, who was arrested in
2022 in amoney laundering case linked
to alleged illegal mining but is still in
jail because the investigating agency
kept filing supplementary chargesheets.
The court said that by filing multiple
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chargesheets, the ED not only violated
the right of the accused to default bail
but also prolonged the legal process.
The court underlined the need for com-
pleting the investigation before arrest-
ing an accused, particularly in cases that
attract provisions of a stringent law like
the PMLA.The court told the agency
that "trial has to begin when you arrest
an accused," and continued incarcera-
tion of an accused for 18 months with-
out trial "is bothering us." The agency
has resorted to the practice of supple-
mentary chargesheets to circumvent the
law. The right to bail flows from Article
21 of the Constitution, which guaran-
tees right to life and liberty. The strin-
gent preconditions for bail under the
PMLA are at odds with this most im-
portant fundamental right. The court

sparsely populated Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa region.The Balochi
militants routinely attack the pro-
vincial capital of Quetta, where the
Chinese ambassador recently es-
caped an attempt on his life. They
also do not hesitate to use human
bombers in Karachi, again target-
ing and killing the Chinese, three
teachers as 1t turned out.All this,
despite the best efforts of the Paki-
stan security forces. The Chinese
have so far been disallowed to
bring in their own security forces
onto Pakistani territory, or indeed
into Gwadar Port, other mining
sites and Chinese population con-
centrations in Baluchistan. But the
demand is renewed every time
there is another terrorist attack on
Chinese workers, officials and
engineers.The economic woes
plaguing Pakistan have caused
them to default on payments on
power plants and infrastructure
being built by the Chinese. The
Pakistanis are also demanding a
discount of $3 billion on the cost
of a railway known as Main Line -
1 from $ 9.9 billion to $6.6 billion.
All this is putting pressure on the
viability of the CPEC project, and
has largely brought it to a stand-
still. The ambitious multiple roads,
with industries, infrastructure
projects, power plants, railways,
and pipelines, are only partially
completed after more than a de-
cade. Most don't make any money
making repayment of loans only
possible via other loans. The CPEC
main road snakes through the Pa-
kistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK)
and Gilgit-Baltistan, which could
prove to be a choke point should
India reclaim its territory, down to
the plains of Pakistan.The largely
Shia population of PoK and Gilgit-
Baltistan, like that of Baluchistan
at the other end, are deeply un-
happy with the rough and ready
Sunni Pakistani administration.
The PoK/Gilgit-Baltistan native
population that Pakistan is trying
to swamp with Sunni Muslims
from the plains, would rather be
part of Jammu and Kashmir on the
Indian side. They have been dem-
onstrating to this effect.Once on the
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plains, the € CPEC carriageways run
for over 3,000 km. to the deep-wa-
ter port at Gwadar. The Chinese
have succeeded in building a deep-
water port there, but it is still a-beg-
ging for cargo and usage, very
much like their other white el-
ephant port at Hambantota in Sri
Lanka.At least the Sri Lankans are
not attacking the empty, state-of-
the-art port that Sri Lanka had to
cede to China on its territory. The
same cannot be said for Gwadar in
Baluchistan, regularly attacked by
terrorists armed with explosives,
grenades and small arms.The
Baluchis have made clear that they
see no benefit from the Chinese-
built port for themselves, lacking
as they still are, in basics like elec-
tricity and water. The fishing in the
area has been harmed. The air is
polluted by coal-based power
plants. The local population is con-
stantly bullied by the Pakistani
armed forces.The recent elections
in Pakistan to the Gwadar constitu-
ency in the Balochistan provincial
assembly saw Maulana Hidayat ur
Rehman, leader of the Gwadar
Rights Movement elected. This
will now provide an official voice
to the Baluchistan activists.Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif is sched-
uled to visit Beijing shortly, and
though he 1s well-experienced, will
come under pressure on various
aspects of the CPEC, the progress,
payments, and security situation.
However, China may well be
caught between a rock and a hard
place, having already invested bil-
lions. It 1s unable to make fresh in-
vestments now to keep up the pace
of the project.The geopolitical situ-
ation has also changed consider-
ably for China, to its detriment,
particularly since the COVID-19
pandemic, and no easy solutions
present themselves.China is now
recalibrating its Belt and Road Ini-
tiative which has spanned 150
countries since 2013. It will now
concentrate on smaller projects and
has spurned Pakistani proposals for
more BRI projects via direct invest-
ment on its soil

SC must reinin ED

told the ED that the law did not bar a
court from granting bail to an accused
if there was prolonged incarceration and
delay in trial. It has in the past struck
down conditions of bail under Section
45 of the PMLA which said that the
court must be satisfied that there are
reasonable grounds for believing that
the accused is not guilty of the offence
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and that the accused is not likely to com-
mit any offence while on bail. The court's
position reaffirms the value of freedom
and is in line with many of its past judge-
ments which upheld the fundamental
rights of citizens. While stringent laws
are needed to curb activities like money
laundering, they should not be used to
curb the basic freedoms and rights of
citizens and harass them. The PMLA is
now widely used to harass critics and
opponents of the government and not
for the purpose for which it was legis-
lated. This is seen from the very low con-
viction rate of the cases filed under the
law. Most ED cases have been directed
against Opposition politicians. The Su-
preme Court's orders and observations
that endorse the rights of citizens are
important in such an environment.
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that Make You Shine

Power Up Your Career with These Power BI Certifications

ability to analyse information and
translate it into actionable insights
is a superpower. If you're looking
to level up your resume and be-
come a data rockstar, then Power
BI certifications might be the key
you've been searching for.

Why Power BI? Buckle Up for
the Data Deluge!

Data is growing at an exponen-
tial rate, and businesses are drown-
ing in information overload. Power
BI, a user-friendly business intel-
ligence (BI) tool from Microsoft,
is here to save the day. It empow-
ers you to wrangle data from vari-
ous sources, visualise it with stun-
ning charts and graphs, and un-
cover hidden patterns that can in-
form better decision-
making.Becoming a Certified
Power BI Pro: Charting Your
Course to SuccessThe world is
hungry for skilled data analysts,
and Power BI certifications can
validate your expertise and set you
apart from the crowd. Here are
some of the most sought-after cer-
tifications to jumpstart your data
analysis journey:

Microsoft Certified: Power BI
Data Analyst Associate: This entry-
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New Delhi: In a sharp critique,
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi has at-
tacked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi regarding the alleged irregulari-
ties in the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) and the can-
cellation of the University Grants
Commission National Eligibility Test
(UGC-NET).Rahul Gandhi has
claimed that PM Modi's silence on
these issues is due to him being
"crippled" and "psychologically col-
lapsed" following the recent
elections.Rahul Gandhi further said
that it seems PM Modi is more con-
cerned regarding the election of the
Speaker and not bothered about
NEET."The silence (of government)
is because the Prime Minister is
crippled. Right now, the PM's main
agenda is the (election of) Speaker.
He is not bothered about NEET or all
these things. He is bothered about his
government and Speaker. That is
where his mind is," Rahul Gandhi
said at a press conference on
Thursday."We have a government
now, and a Prime Minister now, who
will find it very difficult to function.
The Prime Minister, if I might say so,
is psychologically broken. He has
collapsed, psychologically collapsed.
and knowing his personality, he will
struggle to run a government like
this," he added.Continuing his attack
on the Prime Minister, Rahul Gandhi
said that PM Modi's idea of running
the government by frightening people
1s not working at present."Mr Modi's
idea of running government is to gen-
erate fear in people, to frighten
people, to make people not speak. But
now people are not scared of him,"
he said.Rahul Gandhi further said that
people ridicule PM Modi at present
and this may lead to "psychological
tensions" in the Prime Minister."...
Now nobody in the country is afraid
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dation for beginners. It assesses
your ability to connect to data
sources, create reports and dash-
boards, and perform basic data
analysis.

Microsoft Certified: Power BI
Data Analyst: Ready to take things
a step further? This intermediate
certification dives deeper into data
modeling, advanced analytics tech-
niques, and report sharing.
Microsoft Power BI Data Analyst
Professional Certificate: Offered
by Coursera, this professional cer-
tificate program provides a com-
prehensive curriculum designed to
transform you into a data analysis
guru. Expect to learn about data
warehousing, and performance
optimisation, and even explore ad-
vanced topics like artificial intelli-
gence (Al) for data insights.Free
Power BI Resources to Super-
charge Your LearningWhile certi-
fications are impressive, don't un-
derestimate the power of hands-on
experience. Luckily, there are fan-
tastic free resources available to
hone your Power BI
skills:Microsoft Power BI Learn-
ing: This official Microsoft re-
source offers a treasure trove of

s on P ol

of him (PM Modi). They ridicule him
now. Earlier the chest was 56 inches,
but now I cannot give the number, but

it has become 30-32. The balloon
which was so big has now become
small. This will lead to psychologi-
cal tensions in him and lead to many
problems," he said.Rahul Gandhi fur-
ther said that Narendra Modi's way
of working i1s not similar to former
Prime Ministers like Atal Vihai
Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh who
have led coalition governments in the
past."If there had been a leader like
Vajpayee or Manmohan Singh who
had humility, respected people, lis-
tened to them, he could have worked
in such a situation. But this is not
Narendra Modi's style. Narendra
Modi cannot listen to anyone, cannot
work without force," he said.

Rahul Gandhi Hints At 'Inter-

nal Problems' In BJP

Rahul Gandhi also hinted that there
are internal problems in the Bharatiya
Janata Party and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh as well."There
are internal problems too, there are
problems in their party, there are is-
sues in their parent organization," he
said.The Congress MP from Rae
Bareli further said that people have
now realised that they are "sitting on
a disaster" and they are no longer
quiet like before."Before the elec-
tions, it was clear that there was mas-

free learning materials, including
interactive tutorials, step-by-step
guides, and even learning paths to
guide your journey. Dive deep into
specific topics or embark on a com-
prehensive learning path - the
choice is yours!Getting Started
with Power BI Desktop: This free
course by Coursera Project Net-
work is a great starting point for
beginners. Learn the basics of
Power BI Desktop, including im-
porting data, creating reports, and
building visualisations.Data Analy-
sis with Power BI: This intermedi-
ate-level course, also offered by
Microsoft, delves into data model-
ing, creating calculated columns
and measures, and DAX (Data
Analysis Expressions). Sharpen
your analytical skills and unlock
the full potential of Power BI.
Beyond the Certificate: Skills

I Pkl

sive control of the media, other insti-
tutions, so people were quiet. Now
people are clear that we are sitting on
a disaster and we have got a govern-
ment that is crippled and cannot do
the job. It is literally walking around
on one leg," Rahul Gandhi
said.Acknowledging that the 'paper
leak' issue 1s a crisis, Rahul Gandhi
said, "Yes, it is a crisis, a profound
national crisis, it's an economic cri-
sis, 1t's an educational crisis, institu-
tional crisis. But I don't see any re-
sponse. I don't even see the capabil-
ity of a response."Speaking about the
people who have been arrested from
Bihar in the "paper leak" case, he said,
"Regarding Bihar, we have said that
there should be an inquiry and action
should be taken against those who
have leaked the paper."When asked
if he will raise the NEET issue and
the UGC-NET exam cancellation in
Parliament, Rahul Gandhi said, "Yes,
we will raise the issue in
Parliament."Rahul Gandhi also
pointed out that the opposition is
strong at present and the political situ-
ation is "interesting"."Moreover,
there is a very strong opposition, so
it is a very interesting time," he
said.Highlighting the pressures faced
by the students appearing for these
competitive examinations, Rahul
Gandhi said, "There is a huge pres-
sure on our students and the pressure
comes from a number of directions.
The first direction is the large-scale
unemployment that is there in the
country. Everybody understands it,
everybody knows it and one of the
reasons the government suffered in
the elections was that all youngsters
believe that PM Modi is incapable of
solving the employment problem.
There is huge pressure because of this
and there is very few avenues for stu-
dents in all areas."
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Remember, certifications are just
one piece of the puzzle. Here are
some ways to hone your Power Bl
skills and become a well-rounded
data whiz:Practice Makes Perfect:
There's no substitute for real-world
practice. Find datasets online or use
sample data provided by Microsoft
to build reports and experiment
with different functionalities. Em-
brace the Online Community: The
internet 1s teeming with Power Bl
communities and forums. Connect
with other data enthusiasts, ask
questions, and share your
learnings.Stay Curious and Keep
Learning: The world of data analy-
sis 1s constantly evolving. Stay up-
to-date with the latest trends and
technologies by attending
webinars, reading industry blogs,
and exploring new features in
Power BI.By combining Power BI
certifications with practical expe-
rience and a growth mindset, you'll
be well on your way to landing
your dream data analyst job. The
Bureau of Labor Statistics projects
a whopping 26% job growth for
data analysts and statisticians by
2031, making it a field brimming
with opportunity.

Education Ministry seeking to
bring internal changes in NTA

'f“ T e Brafe

MB_India

The education m1n1stry 1s consider-
ing bringing certain internal reforms to
the National Testing Agency to make it
a test agency that will conduct zero-er-
ror examinations in the future.Currently,
discussions are on assessing the short-
comings that are resulting in cases of
cheating, impersonation, and paper
leaks. Presently, the NEET UG exam
and the now cancelled UGC NET exam
have become present examples where
these cases have come to light. The cen-
tre has taken into account irregularities
in some centres where time loss was
found to be a factor that created panic
among students.Especially the case in-
vestigation done by Patna police on the
paper leak that was recently accepted
by the government's education
ministry.In a press conference, the edu-
cation minister Dharmendra Pradhan
agreed that they were quick to jump the
gun on the paper leak issue as they were
awaiting evidences to that effect. Bihar
police authorities were the first ones to
point out a paper leak module for which
13 arrests were made right after the
NEET UG exam was done in
Patna.Sources further indicated that at
present there has been no thought to
cancel the NEET UG paper. Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan also made it clear
in a press conference that for a few con-
centrated incidents of malpractice, the
future of all students cannot be put in
jeopardy.The rules of the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Bill, 2024 are currently being formu-
lated by the law ministry, the minister
said. The bill was passed by the parlia-
ment in the last session.
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