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Benjamin Netanyahu vows to shut down 'terror channel’ Al Jazeera in Israel

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Monday vowed to shut
down Al Jazeera's operations in the
country, callingit a"terror channel" that
spreads incitement, after parliament
passed a law clearing the way for the
closure.Netanyahu's pledge escalated
Israel's long-running feud against Al

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
Pakistan's Defence Minister Khawaga
Asif has expressed hope for the bet-
terment of ties with India after the
general electionsin the neighbouring
country.Asif's comments came days
after External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar in Singapore said that Pa-
Kistan is sponsoring terrorism almost
at an "industry level" and the mood
In India now is not to overlook ter-
roristsand it "will not skirt this prob-
lem anymore"."Our relations with
India could be improved after elec-
tions there," Asif said while speak-
ing to reporters outside the Parlia-
ment House in Islamabad on Mon-
day, adding that the bilateral ties be-
tween the two countries have their
"own background". Voting for 543
Lok Sabha seats in India will take
place between April 19 and June 4,
spread across seven phases .Islama
bad and New Delhi have along his-
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New Delhi [India]: About 100 days
to go for the formation of anew gov-
ernment, and PM Modi isready with
the reforms agenda of first 100 days
of the governmentSources toldthat
immediately before the election
model code wasimplemented, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had a day-
long meeting with his council of
ministers. The meeting discussed the
road map of the first 100 days of his
new government to march towards a
Viksit Bharat or adevel oped Indiaby
2047.Sources al so toldthat new gov-
ernment first 100-day agenda may
include areas like how to use tech-
nology to boost growth, additional
measures needed for ease of doing
business, more thrust on infrastruc-
ture development, ease of living, and
socia welfare.Inthe meeting PM has

BeR

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
The Supreme Court today camedown
heavily on Patanjali Ayurved's co-
founder Ramdev and Managing Di-
rector Balakrishnafor their "absolute
defiance" in not filing proper affida-
vits over the company's misleading
advertisements."Not just the Supreme
Court, every order passed by the
courts across this country has to be
respected. Thisisabsolute defiance,"
the top court said.The top court ob-
served that advertisementsissued by
Patanjali are in the "teeth of law" of
the land. " Be ready for action," the
Supreme Court told Ramdev.A bench
of Justices Hima Kohli and
Ahsanuddin Amanullah also refused
to accept an apology tendered by
Patanjali last month after thetop court

I

Jazeera but also threatened to heighten
tensions with Qatar, which owns the
channel, at a time when the Doha gov-
ernment is playing akey rolein media-
tion efforts to halt the war in
Gaza.Neither Qatar nor the broadcaster
immediately commented.|srael haslong
had arocky relationship with Al Jazeera,

tory of strained relations, primarily
due to the Kashmir issue as well as
the cross-border terrorism emanating
from Pakistan. In 2019, Pakistan
downgraded its diplomatic ties with
New Delhi after the Indian govern-
ment abrogated Article 370 of the
Condtitution, revoking the special sta-
tus of Jammu and Kashmir and bi-
furcating the State into two Union
Territories. The decision, |slamabad
said, undermined the environment for
holding talks between the
neighbours.Pakistan has been insist-
ing that the onus of improving theties
wason Indiaand urging it to undoits
"unilateral" stepsin Kashmir asasort
of pre-condition to start thetalks. In-
dia has dismissed the suggestion and
made it clear to Pakistan that the en-
tire Union Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh were integral
and inalienable parts of the country.

New Delhi has also asserted that the
| |
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asked theministers, that the economic
momentum should not stop and new
government will have to start work-
ing from the very next day of taking
oath.PM asked the team to be ready
with two agendasonefor thefirst 100
days and another for the next five
years.EarlierinMarch, PM Modi also
has a meeting with the Secretaries of
the government. In the meeting PM
asked the officials to ensure that re-
forms should not be slowed down
because of polls.The road map for
Viksit Bharat 2047, isaready in place
after deliberations of over two years
and officials should continue work-
ing towards that goal.On Monday,
while addressing India's financial
sector regulators on RBI's 90th year
celebrations, Modi asked the officials
to beready with action plans, "floods

Action” SpremeCourt ToRam

rap during theearlier hearing. "Weare
not happy with your apology,” Jus-
tice Kohli said."You should have
made sure that the solemn undertak-
ing should have been in letter and
spirit. We can also say that we are
sorry for not accepting it. Your apol-
ogy is not persuading thiscourt. Itis
more of alip service," the Supreme
Court said.After which, Ramdev's
lawyer said both Ramdev and
Balakrishna are ready to personally
apologise in the court. "We want to
apologise and are ready for whatever
the court says,” Senior advocate
Balbir Singh told the court with
folded hands.The bench granted last
opportunity to Ramdev and
Balkrishna to file their affidavits in
the matter in one week.The Supreme

ol

accusing it of unfair bias against
| srael.Relations took a major downturn
nearly two years ago whenAl Jazeera
correspondent Shireen Abu Akleh was
killed during an Israeli military raid in
the occupied West Bank.The Palestin-
lan-American journalist was well-
known across the Arab world for her

congtitutional measures taken by the
Indian government to ensure socio-
economic development and good
governancein the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir are matters in-
ternal to Indialt has been maintain-
ing that it desiresnormal neighbourly
relations with Pakistan while insist-
ing that the onus is on Islamabad to
create an environment that is free of
terror and hostility for such an en-
gagement. Pakistan, which borders
China, India, Afghanistan, and Iran
has witnessed tensions with other
neighbours, except for China, follow-
ing cross-border attacksfrom Iran and
Afghanistan. Talking about Afghani-
stan, the defence minister said that he,
along with a high-level delegation,
visited Afghanistan to request the
Taliban government there to take ef-
fective steps to stop
terrorism.However, the solution pro-

posed by Kabul was not practically

of Work Is going to come from the
very next day of the swearing-in.
What you have seen in the last ten
years was just atrailer, hectic work
will start from immediately after the
oath taking ceremony."Modi said
many new sectors are getting created
and thereis aneed to develop exper-
tisein financing those as Indiahasto
become economically more self-
reliant.nhe GDP growth of Indiaisre-

il

Court aso pulled up the Centre for
not taking action and said they were

sitting with their eyes shut. "We are |
wondering why the government

chose to keep their eyes shut ," the
bench had said.The Supreme Court
has asked Ramdev and Balkrishnato
be present in the court on April 10 -
the next date of hearing in the
case.The Supreme Court last month
had severely criticised Patanjali for
failing to obey its directives and di-

rected Ramdev and Balkrishnato be
personally present before the court
today.On February 27, the top court
had directed the company to stop all
el ectronic and print advertisements of
its medicines giving misleading"” in-
formation withimmediate effect. The
case began in November last year

Wl 1

critical coverageof Israel, and the chan-
nel accused Israel of intentionally kill-
ing her.lsrael denied the charge, saying
she was likely killed by Israeli fire in
what appeared to be an accidental
shooting.Those relations further dete-
riorated following the outbreak of
Israel's war against Hamas

Palisan ops For Bete RelationsWithndia ek abhaPol

possible, Geo News quoted him as
saying. "Our options are now reduc-
ing day-by-day for the neighbour due
to fluctuation in the Afghan interim
government's attitude towards Paki-
stan," Asif said. He added that Paki-
stan hasalways stood beside Afghani-
stan, rendered sacrificesfor them, and
even fought wars with them. He
stressed the treatment of the Pak-Af-
ghan border like other bordersaround
the globe which restricts cross-bor-
der movement to visa holders under

e "

vised upwardsthrice during thefinan-
cial year 2023-24, not only by gov-
ernment and RBI, but also by most
of the rating agencies and
IMF.Finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has said last week that
Indiawill grow by over 8 per centin
FY 24. S& P and Moody's haveraised
growth forecast to 6.8 per cent in
FY 24 \With forecast of anormal mon-
soon private consumption isexpected
to grow that will boost rural demand
and a pick-up in private
investments.The full details of the
first 100-day agendaof the new gov-
ernment may be announced in the
main budget in July, but officials of
the government have been asked to
be ready with the blueprint for first
100-day and next five years for the
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When the Supreme Couirt, Whl le hear-
ing a petition filed by the Indian
Medical Association (IMA), cau-
tioned Patanjali Ayurved against
making "false" and "misleading"
claims in advertisements about its
medicines.IMA had referred to sev-
eral advertisements which alegedly
projected the allopathy and the doc-
torsin poor light,
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NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
Asthe political heat rises with the
first phase of Lok Sabha polls
around the corner, Congress suf-
fered ahugejolt asone of the most
vocal leaders, Gourav Vallabh, re-
signed from the party on Thursday
saying he felt "uncomfortable"
with his  "directionless"
party.Meanwhile, the Election
Commission has notified that the
facility of voting through postal
ballot will be made available for
polling personnel engaged in elec-
tion duty. The Samagjwadi Party also
seems to be revamping its game.
The Akhilesh Yadav-led party has
again changed its Meerut candi-
date. This is the second time the
Meerut candidate has changed
where BJP hasfielded 'face of Lord
Ram' - Arun Govil. Around 10
Uttar Pradesh candidates have been
changed by SPso far, including in
Baghpat. The party has been mak-
ing changes ever sinceitsmain ri-
val, the Bharatiya Janata Party, an-
nounced their candidates.

Here Are Other Election-related
Updates

On the Congress party not using
the Congress flag in Rahul
Gandhi's roadshow, Kerala CM
Pinarayi Vijayan said, "It wasyes-
terday that Congress' top |leader
filed his nomination from
Wayanad. There was a roadshow
as part of it. There were naturally
his supporters with him. But what
was noticeable wasthat their party
flag was not there. Why did the
Congressflag become untouchable
for the party workers? Thisis the
first program related to the el ection.
It's hisfirst time visiting Wayanad
after announcing his candidature.
Then, why there was no enthusi-
asm to display its flag? Why are
they taking a stand like "We need
Muslim League's votes but not
their flags? How did Congress

Asevoduscont

New Delhi: Over the past couple
of days, Congress has lost several
leaders including boxer Vijender
Singh, spokesperson Gaurav
Vallabh and former Mumbai chief
Sanjay Nirupam.And with every
such loss, only one thing seemsto
have been established beyond
doubt that the Clueless Congress
high command is seemingly losing
the political plot, big time, ahead
of Lok Sabha polls.With the
Bharatiya Janata Party in top gear
and unrelenting in its aim to
achievethetargeted “ab ki baar 400
paar” seats in Lok Sabha poalls, it
seemsthat the Congressisnot even
likely to find these many candi-
dates to enter the electoral
fray.With every such jolt to the
Congress, be it boxer Vijender
Singh's move to join the saffron
ranks or Gaurav Vallabh's letter,
these have been major causes of
embarrassment for the high com-
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stoop so low that it hid its flag to
hide the Muslim |league flag from
the world?...Gaurav Vallab, who
resigned from Congress earlier to-
day, joined BJP.Prime Minister
NarendraModi kickstarted NDA's
Lok Sabha election campaign in
Bihar on Thursday. He addressed
a public raly in Chirag Paswan's
stronghold Jamui. Addressing the
rally, heremembered former Union
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan and
said, "Thisisthefirst such election
for us when the son of Bihar and
my friend Ram Vilas Paswanisnot
between us."Calling Jamui a vic-
tim of RID's'Jungle Rag)', he said,
"Bihar played an important rolein
fighting for independence, but un-
fortunately in last four or five de-
cades, justice was not done with
Bihar. Now, the time has come for
Bihar to move more rapidly in
development.""l am satisfied that
my younger brother Chirag Paswan
Istaking forward the ideas of Ram
Vilas Paswan with full
seriousness... Theland of Bihar has
been showing direction to the en-
tire country...but unfortunately,
after independence, justice was not
done to 5-6 generations of people
inBihar," he added. The Samajwadi
Party has once again changed its
candidate from Meerut. The ticket
of Atul Pradhan, who filed his
nomination yesterday, has been cut
off and Sunita Verma has been
given the ticket. "We came to the
party officeinthe morning and had
a long discussion with Honorable
Akhilesn i and after thediscussion,
Sunita Verma ji was given the
ticket. ST Hasan has said that he
will not campaign for Ruchi Veera
but | will notdosoatal, | will cam-
paign for Sunita Verma. | am a
party MLA and whatever decision
the National President takes, he
takesit after careful consideration.
Arun Govil is not even interested

SauaessCon

mand of the grand old party. The
move by Singh waslikely dueto a
delay in the announcement of hIS
candidaturefor the Lok Sabhapolls |
and came asacomplete surprisefor
the grand old party’s top
leadership.Itisbelieved that Singh
was speaking to the senior leader-
ship of the Congressregarding his
possible candidate from Mathura
even hours ahead of making his
saffron move.He was one of the
strongest supporters of Rahul
Gandhi and PriyankaGandhi Vadra
and this is being considered as a
blow to the Congress’ first
family.The letter by Vallabh too
comes at atime when Congressis
trying hard to shed its anti-Hindu
image.Interestingly, these recent
desertions aren’t like the earlier
ones, wherein high-profile leaders
like Ravneet Bittu, Milind Deora,
Jitin Prasada, RPN Singh or
Jyotiraditya Scindia had been tar-
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in Meerut as he had come from
Mumbai and will returnto Mumbai
by cutting and changing the ticket.
There is no confusion among
Samarth and party workers. We
saw Jayant Choudhary's tweet that
he is in the opposition and what-
ever the opposition has to do,"
Pradhan told media on
Thursday.The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) on Thursday
refuted afalse WhatsApp message
circulating regarding government
employees being barred from cast-
ing their vote through postal bal-
lot. " Message is misleading &
fake. Eligible Officialson election
duty can cast their vote through
postal ballot at designated Voter
Facilitation Centre," the poll body
said.Gourav Vallabh, a firebrand
leader said to be close to Gandhis,
quit Congress on Thursday morn-
ing ashefelt "uncomfortable" with
his "directionless" party. Vallabh
took to social mediaplatform X to
announce his decision. "The
directionless path the Congress
party is currently taking makes me
uncomfortable. | cannot support
anti-Sanatan slogansnor can | criti-
cize the country's wealth creators
day inand day out. Therefore, | am
resigning fromall positionsand the
primary membership of the Con-
gress party,” he said in a
post.Meanwhile, Maharashtra
Congress leader Sanjay Nirupam
hasremoved'A Congressman' from
his X (formerly Twitter) bio, hours
after hewasexpelled fromthe party
for six years for indiscipline and
making anti-party
statements. Today (April 4) is the

last day of nominations for phase P

two polling. And in Uttar Pradesh,
the Samajwadi Party is struggling
to finaliseits candidates. Rumours
suggest that the tussleis still onin
Meerut and theAkhilesh Yadav-led
party may change its candidate

geted by the oppos ng camp »dueto
their political lineage. The current
exodus of |leaders indicates that
even the Congress leadership
whichisfighting the opposing ide-
ology on the streets and on televi-
sion debates is now leaving the
grand old party.The repeated deser-
tions by leaders expose the rot
withinthe Congress' structure, that
there seems to be only one-way
communication and many of these
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again on the seat at the last
moment.Badaun seat is also under
lens as Akhilesh's uncle Shivpal
Yadav wants his son to contest in-
stead of him. Earlier, Moradabad
and Rampur seats saw drama.Amid
the continued changing of candi-
dates, SP chief Akhilesh is yet to
begin campaign in western Uttar
Pradesh, even asjust twoweeksare
|eft for last day of canvassing.Seats
where SP has changed candidates:
Moradabad, Rampur, Baghpat,
Meerut, Bijnor, Gautam Budh
Nagar (candidate changed twice)
and Badaun.Bihar's former deputy
chief minister Tejashwi Yadav,
meanwhile, hit out the BJPfor cam-
paigning in four state seats where
the saffron party hasfielded " 100%
dynastic candidates'.Yadav's at-
tack comes as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is set to trailblaze
the NDA's Lok Sabha poll cam-
paign in Bihar on Thursday (April
4). The PM and his party has often
slammed the Opposition for pro-
moting dynastic politics.On the
other hand, candidates are busy fil-
ing nominations. While Pappu
Yadav filed nomination from
Bihar's Purnea, Bollywood actor-
turned-politician Hema Malini
filed her poll papers from Uttar
Pradesh's Mathura.Yadav filed a
nomination as an independent can-
didate. Earlier, sources said that
Pappu Yadav may file nomination
on his own party symbol i.e JAP
(Jan Adhikar Party). Another can-
didate, Bima Bharti, had already
filed her nomination yesterday on
the RJD ticket.Also in Bihar,
Chirag Paswan getsajolt within his
arty - Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas). At least 22 |eaders have re-
signed simultaneously. Engineer
Ravindra Singh accused Chirag of
"nepotism”. Singh wanted to con-
test elections from Vaishali.

leaders only left because no one
was available to listen to their
grievances, sources said.The re-
frain amongst party leadersis that
the Congress high command is cut
off fromreality andisn’t willing to
give proper respect to the middle-
ranking leaders engaged in a con-
stant battle for the survival of the
party.Every such loss of leadersis
a body blow to the Congress' po-
litical cause as it tries to show a
braveface ahead of the crucia gen-
era eections.If the Congresswants
to reemerge as a serious political
player and regain lost ground
acrossthe country, the party’shigh
command needs to rethink its po-
litical strategy. The exodus canonly
be stopped if the top leadership of
the grand old party engages with
its political functionariesin away
that they feel valued. Unless the
Congressis able to plug this mass
departure
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