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New Delhi: The Indian government
has announced Rs 6,21,940 crorefor the
defence sector in the Union Budget for
the financial year 2024-25. This fresh
budget marks an increase from last
year's budget of Rs 5.94 lakh crore, re-
flecting a growth of 4.72% in defence
expenditure.Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced this important
budget during her address on Tuesday,
stressing that new defence constitutes
12.9% of the total Union
Budget.Reacting to the budget allot-
ment, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
expressed his thanks to Sitharaman for
the defence budget, saying its impor-
tance for strengthening the Armed
Forces capabilities. The capital outlay
Is set at Rs1,72,000 crore, with
Rs1,05,518.43 crore specifically desig-
nated for domestic capital procurement.
This focus on local sourcing aims to
bolster the Atmanirbhar Bharat initia-
tive, which promotes self-reliance in
defence manufacturing. 'As far as the
allocation to Ministry of Defence is
concerned, | thank the Finance Minis-
ter for giving the highest allocation to
thetune of Rs6,21,940.85 Crore, which
1s12.9 % of total Budget of Gol for FY
2024-25. The capital outlay of Rs
1,72,000 Crore will further strengthen
the capabilities of Armed Forces. Ear-
marking of Rs, 1,05,518.43 Crore for
domestic capital procurement will pro-
vide further impetus to Atmanibharta,’
Singh wrote in his X post.To enhance
border infrastructure, the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) hasreceived asig-
nificant boost, with a 30% increase in
funding compared to the previousyear's
budget. The allotment of Rs6,500 crore
Isexpected to increase the devel opment
of critical border infrastructure. ' | am
pleased that Border Roads have been
given 30% increase in alocation over
the last budget under the capital head.
This allocation of Rs 6,500 Crore to
BRO will further accelerate our Border
Infrastructure,’ he added.Additionally,
the government is promoting innovation
within the defence sector by allocating
Rs 518 crore to the Innovations for
Defence Excellence (iDEX) schemerun
by the defence ministry. This initiative
aims to support technological advance-
ments provided by startups, micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSMESs) and innovators, thereby in-
vigorating India's defence ecosystem.
"To boost the startup ecosystem in De-
fence Industries, Rs 518 crore has been
allocated to iDEX schemeto fund tech-
nological solutions given by startups,
MSMEs and innovators,” Singh
said.The detailed breakdown of this
year's defence budget reveals that
27.67% is alocated to capital expendi-
ture-essential for acquiring new weap-
ons and systems-while 14.82% is re-
served for revenue expenditure related
to operational readiness. Furthermore,
30.68% of the budget will cover pay and
allowances, 22.72% is designated for
defence pensionsand 4.11%isallocated
for civil organisations under the Minis-
try of Defence.
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Annamaiya District Congress Party Leader R. Ameer

Roya journalism ( Rayachoti ) July
24 : District Congress Party leader
Ameer demanded that the state alli-
ance government should immediately
support the poor farmers of flooded
crop fields in Nandamuru village of
Tadepalligudem mandal of West
Godavari district.Speaking at apress
conference organized on Wednesday,
he said that the government is aware
of the fact that PCC chief YS
Sharmila Reddy visited the flooded
crop fieldsin Tadepalligudem Nanda
Mooru village on Tuesday. Speaking
on thisoccasion, he requested to sup-

A complaint has beenfiled against
senior bureaucrat Smita Sabharwal,
a day after her remarks on the dis
ability quotaincivil services sparked
a controversy.Sabharwal, Member-
Secretary of the Telangana Finance
Commission, had questionedthe ne-
cessity of disability quota, suggest-
ing that the nature of the allied ser-
vices does not require such a
provision.She also noted that people
with disabilities might struggle with
the demands of the service.The po-
lice complaint was filed against her
at the Ibrahimpatnam Police Station
in Hyderabad, and describes
Sabharwal'sremarksas deeply disre-
spectful towards the specially-abled
community."The nature of the #AIS
(IASY1PS/IFQS) is field-work, long
taxing hours, listening first hand to
people's grievances-which requires
physical fitness. Why does this pre-
mier service need this quota in the
first place?' Sabharwal had saidin a
tweet, while also citing examples of
airline pilots and surgeons, profes-
sions that do not have such a
guota. The complaint was lodged by

0D s or

The Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment on Tuesday dismissed from ser-

port the farmersin every way, towipe
their tears and fill them with happi-
ness. Congress party leaders Khader

activist Jangaiah, state president of
the Vikalangula Hakkula Raksha

Porata Samiti, a disability rights =
group. Sabharwal's remarks have I

sparked controversy amid an ongo-
ing row over allegations of misuse of
guotas for the specially-abledin job
selections.Former bureaucrat Bala
Latha criticised Sabharwal's com-
ments as insensitive and discrimina-
tory. "Smitha's comments are insen-
sitive, inhumane and highly discrimi-
natory against differently-abled
people, particularly when she wrote,
‘does an airline hire a pilot with dis-
ability? Or would you trust asurgeon
with a disability? All these are de-
rogatory remarks," said former bu-
reaucrat Bala Latha.She demanded
Sabharwal to withdraw the controver-
sia remarks she made against the dif-
ferently-able community.Notably,
following an outrage over her earlier
comments, Sabharwal saidin another
tweet that she wants rights activists
toexamine why such a quota has still
not been implemented in the IPS/
|FoS and some Defence sectors
yet."My limited point isthat the IAS

vice four employees, including two [

cops, for their "deep involvement” in
anti-national activities. The activities
of these employees had come to the
adverse notice of law enforcement
and intelligence agencies, as they
found them thickly involved in activi-
ties prgjudicial to the interests of the
State evidencing their involvement in
terror-related activities, an official
spokesman here said."The Jammu
and Kashmir government has dis-
missed four employees belonging to
various departments - two from the
Police Department (constables), one
from School Education Department
(Junior Assistant) and one from De-
partment of Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj (Village Level
Worker) interms of Article 311 of the
Constitution of India for their deep
involvement in anti-national activi-
ties," the spokesman said.He said
constable Imtiyaz Ahmad Lone, a
resident of Tral in Pulwama district,

wasinvolved in supplying, transport-
ing and facilitating delivery of arms
and ammunition for promotion and
executing terror acts.Selection grade
constable Mushtag Ahmad Pir from
Vilgam Handwara, being a resident
of border area in Kupwara, had es-
tablished contacts with narcotic drug
smugglers across the border in Paki-
stan and was running adrug cartel in
the North Kashmir belt, the spokes-
man said.Pir had adirect association
with the kingpins of narco-terror syn-
dicate operating acrossthe border and
has a direct relationship with terror-
ist and secessionist ecosystem, he
said.Bazil Ahmad Mir, Junior Assis-

e

Khan, M astan Ameer Basha and
Amjad Khan partrcr pated in thispro-
gram.
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Is no different. To live in an inclu-
sive society is a dream that we all
subscribe to. Insensitivity has no

place in my mind,” she
added.Additionally, a complaint has
been lodged with the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) by
Bakka Judson, former chairperson of
the Andhra Pradesh Vikalangula Co-
operative Finance Corporation.
Meanwhile, another complaint was
filed with the Department of Person-
nel and Training.The National Plat-
form for the Rights of the Disabled
(NPRD) aso condemned Sabharwal's
remarks.NPRD General Secretary,
Muralidharan, |abelled her comments
as deeply biased, reflecting preju-

dices against the specially-abled.
1.1

(R

tant in School Education Department,
is also involved in nurturing drug
syndicate in and around Lolab area
and has become a full-fledged traf-
ficker of narcotic drugs and psycho-
tropic substances, having direct rela-
tionship with the terrorist and seces-
sionist ecosystem, the spokesman
added.Mohammad Zaid Shah, Vil-
lage L evel Worker in the Department
of Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj, is a hardcore drug
peddler, the spokesman said.Shah had
received huge consignment of heroin
from drug smugglers across LoC in
PoJK, playing a pivotal role in the
generation of funds derived from
narco trade that inevitably gets
channelised to sustain terrorists-se-
cessionist ecosystem in J& K.Hewas
at theforefront of running adrug car-
tel in the north Kashmir belt and was
In constant touch with the individu-
as of J&K origin who had crossed
over to Pakistan in 1990 for terrorist
training and are currently settled
there, he added.
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In a perplexing and unfortunate
turn of events, the Indian Navy'sINS

Brahmaputra warship, which was
docked at the Mumbai Dockyard for

refitting, overturned under mysteri- |

ous circumstances.The incident,
which began with afire breaking out
on Sunday, hasled to significant dam-
agetothevessel and asailor reported

missing.On Sunday evening, a fire N\
INS |8

broke out aboard the
Brahmaputra, a multi-role frigate,
while it was undergoing refit at the
Naval Dockyardin Mumbai. Accord-
ing to Navy spokesperson Com-
mander Vivek Madhwal, thefirewas
brought under control by Monday
morning with the assistance of
firefighters stationed at the dockyard
and other warships present at the port.
However, the damage assessment re-
vealed substantial harm caused by the
fire. The situation worsened on Mon-
day afternoon when the Brahmaputra
suddenly overturned towardsthe port.
Despite concerted efforts, thewarship
could not be righted. While al sail-
ors on board were safely evacuated,
one sailor remains unaccounted for,
and the search for the missing per-
sonnel continues.
About INS Brahmaputra

The INS Brahmaputra, approxi-
mately 125 meters long and weigh-
ing about 4,000 tons, was built by the
Garden Reach Shipbuilders and En-
gineersin Kolkataand commissioned
into the Indian Navy in 2000. It is
equipped with a range of weapons,
including surface-to-surface missiles,
surface-to-air missiles, medium-
range guns, anti-submarine rockets,
radars, sonars, and electronic warfare
systems. The ship also has the capa-
bility to deploy a helicopter and has
beeninvolved in numerouslong-dis-
tance missions and rescue operations,
including Operation Sukoon in 2006,

What 1sNirmala Stharaman's
Educational Qualfication.

What is Nirmala Sitharaman's Educa-
tiona Qualification..!””Nirmala Sitharaman,
who has presented the Union Budget for
the financial year 2024-25, 1s an
economist.Let's learn about her early edu-
cation, higher education, and political life.
nirmala sitharaman, who is the Finance
minister of India, presented the budget for
the financial year 2024-25 of the Union
government headed by prime minister Modi
today. This is the 7th Union Budget pre-
sented by her in arow. nirmala sitharaman
has al so broken the record of former prime
minister Morarji Desai who presented the
Union Budget 6 times in a row. Nirmala
Sitharaman's academic qualification, who
has such honor, how did she enter politics?
Let'sfind out.Nirmala Sitharaman Elemen-
tary Education; nirmala sitharaman is a
native of Madurai. Her father Narayanan
worked in indian Railways. Born on 18
august 1959 in Madurai, nirmala
sitharaman began her primary education at
the Sacred heart Convent Anglo-Indian
High school in Villupuram. At that time,
nirmala sitharaman focused on economics
and social sciences. Nirmala Sitharaman's
Higher Education: nirmala sitharaman
graduated from Seethalakshmi Ramaswa
my College, tiruchirappalli with a
bachelor's degree in economics.She then
moved to delhi and joined the prestigious
jawaharla nehru University (JNU) for her
MA in Economics. After completingit, she
completed in economics and joined Ph.D.
nirmala sitharaman, who researched the
Indo-European textiletrade, abandoned her
PhD studies halfway through her marriage
and moved to london with her husband.
stayed there for afew years.

00 N

WhICh evacuated Indian nationals
from Lebanon during the Israel-
Hezbollah conflict.
Investigation Ordered

The Indian Navy has ordered an
investigation into the latest incident
involving INS Brahmaputra. The in-
quiry aimsto uncover the cause of the
fire and the subsequent capsizing of
the warship. Given the extent of the
damage, it appears unlikely that the
vessel can be salvaged.The INS
Brahmaputra incident is a stark re-
minder of the challenges and risks
faced by the Indian Navy. Over the
past decade, the navy hasexperienced
several high-profile accidents that
have raised concerns about safety
protocols and the operational readi-
ness of its fleet.

2024 INS Brahmaputra turned
turtle after a fire.Previous
IncidentsThis incident is not an iso-
lated one; the Indian Navy has faced
a series of accidents involving its
vesselsover theyears.In 2016, asimi-
lar incident occurred when INS
Betwa, another frigate of the same
class, capsized while undocking at the
same naval dockyard. That accident
resulted in thetragic loss of two sail-
ors and injuries to 14 others. INS
Betwa had previously run aground
and collided with an unidentified ob-
ject in 2014, adding to the string of
mi shaps.

2016 INS Betwa frigate capsized

e eopensembassy

India has reopened its embassy in
Libya a little more than five years
after it was closed because of the
worsening security situation in the
north African country, which contin-
ues to have about 3,000 Indian
nationals.The reopening of the mis-
sion, which was maintained by skel-
etal staff that included a consular
clerk, was announced during a news
conference on Monday by theforeign
ministry under Libya's National
Unity Government based in Tripoli.
India's new chargé d'affaires for the
mission, Mohammed Aleem, was
present at the event.Libya's foreign
ministry said in a statement on its
Facebook pagethat the director of the
department of Asiaand Australia af-
fairs, Nouri Fadel Al-Kaseh, met
Aleem on Monday and discussed the
resumption of work at the Indian
embassy in Tripoli. Sincethe closure
of the embassy in April 2019, the In-
dian envoy to Tunisia had been han-
dling relationswith Libya. Among the
activities that will be resumed at the
Indian embassy are the granting of
visas to Libyan citizens and check-
ing the employment conditions for

e Indian expatriates, the statement

said."During the meeting, the two
- aR
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(turned right after assistance from a
US marine company 04 months
later).In 2011, the frigate INS
Vindhyagiri sank after a collision
with a merchant vessel, MV
Nordlake, while entering the Mumbai
dockyard. The collision resulted in a

fire that caused the ship to capsize.
Similarly, in 2013, a fire broke out

&8 on India'sonly aircraft carrier at the
¥ time, INS Viraat, off the coast of

Mumbai.

2013: INS Sindhurakshak subma-
rinemysteriousblast & fireledtothe
death of 18 naval personnel includ-
ing 03 officers.String of Incidents
related to frigates, nuclear submarines
and other naval ships The year 2014
was particularly challenging for the
Indian Navy, marked by multiple in-
cidents. The tank-landing ship INS
Airavat ran aground in
Visakhapatnam, causing severe dam-
age to its propellers. Later that year,
afire onboard the Russian-made sub-
marine INS Sindhuratna led to the
resignation of the then-Indian Navy
chief, Admiral DK Joshi, who took
moral responsibility for the string of
accidents under his command.In
2014, another Russian-made subma-
rine, INS Sindhurakshak, exploded
and sank while docked in Mumbai,
resulting in the loss of 18 crew mem-
bers. Thiswas one of the worst mari-
time disasters in India’'s recent
history.Based on the information
available in the public domain, in
2017, Indidsfirst indigenously devel-
oped nuclear-powered ballistic sub-
marine, INS Arihant, was rendered
inoperative after an aft hatch was | eft
open, causing seawater to flood the
propulsion area. The submarine was
out of operation for 10 months and
had to undergo extensiverepairs. The
incident underscored the critical im-
portance of adherlng to stringent

nUb

sides expressed the desire of Libya
and Indiato activatefriendly relations
and cooperation in all spheres, which
Isan important step for both friendly
countries," the statement, issued in
Arabic, said. The National Unity
Government will continue its efforts
for more countriesto reopen their em-
bassiesin Libya.Prior to the uprising
against Libyan leader Muammar
Gaddafi in 2011, about 18,000 Indi-
ans worked in the country. Amid the
fragile security situation in Libyain
2014, some 3,800 Indian nationals
were repatriated, including six who
had been kidnapped by the Islamic
State. The mission in Libyawas tem-
porarily relocated to Tunisiaand then
Malta, before it resumed its opera-
tionsin Tripoli in 2012. The embassy
was closed down in 2019 because of
the worsening security situation, and

I
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safety protocols, especially for stra-
tegic assetslike nuclear submarines.|t
has been reported previously, the INS
Chakra, a nuclear submarine leased
from Russig, also suffered damageto
its sonar domes while entering the
Visakhapatnam harbour in 2017. Al-
though the INS Chakra sprimary role
Istraining and escorting, the damage
highlighted vulnerabilities in the op-
erational deployment of India' snaval
assets. Therepeated incidentsinvolv-
Ing naval vessels, from frigates to
nuclear submarines, point to a need
for robust safety measures and thor-
ough investigationsto prevent future
mishaps. The Indian Navy's opera-
tional capabilitiesarecrucial, not only
for national security but asofor main-
taining itsrole as afirst responder in
the Indian Ocean Region and contrib-
uting to international maritime
security.In conclusion, the overturn-
ing of INS Brahmaputra adds to a
troubling list of naval accidents that
have plagued the Indian Navy in re-
cent years. The incident callsfor im-
mediate and comprehensive investi-
gations to identify and address the
root causes. Strengthening safety pro-
tocols and ensuring rigorous adher-
enceto operational procedureswill be
vital in safeguarding thelives of sail-
ors and the integrity of India's naval
fleet. Asthe search continues for the
missing sailor and the investigation
progresses, the Indian Navy must take
decisive steps to enhance its safety
culture and operational resilience.
Reaction on the Social Media
"Difficult to reconcile how an ac-
tivity like firefighting meant to fight
one calamity (fire) leads to another
(flooding/capsize). IN ships Taragiri
(1994), Vindhyagiri (2011) & now
Brahmaputra. A very disturbing set &
dubious distinction. Serious intro-
spection/correction reqd.”

aalter Hyears

it was maintained by a skeletal staff
comprising a consular clerk and a
gardener.Despite the poor security
situation in recent years, hundreds of
Indians have made their way back to
Libya through third countries in
search of jobs. In September 2020,
seven | ndian workerswere kidnapped
while on their way from Benghazi to
Tripoli. In February 2022, 27 Indian
workers were evacuated from
Benghazi in eastern Libya with the
help of the International Organisation
for Migration.According to the exter-
nal affairs ministry, there were about
3,000 Indiansin Libyaasof late 2022.
Most of them are blue collar workers
and the figuresinclude afew profes-
sionals and Indians who have mar-
ried Libyansand lived in the country
for several years.Libya continues to
be divided between two administra-
tions, one based in the east, and an-
other inthewestern capital of Tripoli.
The two sides signed a ceasefire in
2020 and the internationally
recognised National Unity Govern-
ment was formed in Tripoli in 2021.
However, the Parliament based inthe
east formed a rival administration
named the Government of National
Stability in 2022.
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