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After theinfamousArnal
Goswami Interview

Rahul Gandhi, M P-elect from Wayanad
and Rae Bareli, has been afigure of great
political heft since the year 2004. Hisrise
to political fame from Amethi, a constitu-
ency that hisfather, Rajiv Gandhi, used to
represent, to finally being ousted by the
BJP's Smriti Irani In 2019, is asaga of a
man trying hard not to fumble on hisway
up.However, another very troublesome
facet of Rahul Gandhi’s political person-
ality has been exposed - hisrude and dis-
missive behavior with journalists during
the press conference and media
interactions.Rahul Gandhi began his po-
litical career in 2004 when the Congress-
led UPA formed the government. In asur-
prise move, SoniaGandhi handed over the
prime ministership to Dr. Manmohan
Singh, a seasoned economist and former
governor of the Reserve Bank of India
Under Dr. Singh’s stewardship, India un-
derwent a transformative change in the
subsequent decade— some of it good, most
of it catastrophic.But asthe 2014 el ections
neared, Sonia Gandhi made up her mind
to let her son have achance. The decision
was taken against the backdrop of arela-
tive greenhorn like Rahul Gandhi, who had
only about a decade of experiencein poli-
ticsvis-a-vis NarendraModi, who had al-
ready carved out alegacy asthethree-term
Chief Minister of Gujarat.
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Abhlj |t M ukherjee the son of thelate
former President Pranab Mukherjee, has
expressed his desire to regjoin the Con-
gress party after a brief stint with the

Trinamool  Congress (TMC).
Mukherjee, who had joined TMC in
2021, cited a mismatch in work culture
and lack of assignments as his primary
reasons for seeking a return to his
former party."Their (TMC's) work cul-
ture didn't match with that of the Con-
gress at all...I thought enough is
enough,” Abhijit Mukherjee told
ANI.The former Congress MP opened
up about his 2019 election loss, attrib-
uting it to undisclosed reasons, which
he said the party high command was
aware of. He also shared his frustration
over being allegedly marginalised
within  Congress before his
departure."For 2.5 years | carried out
whatever assignment was given to me
by the Congress. But they didn't give
me enough assignments, whatever may
be the reason. | was gradually
marginalised by a particular person, a
particular group...In the meantime,
Mamata Didi called me back as | had
sought time from her...I met them and
they offered me to join them," he
said.Despitehisinitial hopeswith TMC,
Mukherjeelamented that hisexperience
did not meet his expectations. "After
joining the party, | got no such assign-
ments. Their work culture didn't match
with that of the Congress at all...I
thought enough is enough...So, after
coming back to Delhi...senior leaders
(from Congress) asked me indirectly
why am | lying low...give it a
thought... Then young friend, future of
Congress, Rahul (Gandhi), told me to
get active," he said.”l sought time from
senior high command (of Congress),
maybe | would be able to meet them in
a day or two...If they ask me to join
immediately, | would do it. | am abso-
lutely free and ready to
contribute...Definitely, if Congress ac-
ceptsme..." Abhijit Mukherjee has been
atwo-term MP in the Lok Sabha from
Jangipur Lok Sabha seat.
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Former US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, houseforeign affairscommit-
tee chairman Michael McCaul, and
other members of the congressional
delegation arrived at the Dalai Lama's
residence on Wednesday to meet with
the Tibetan spiritual leader.The del-
egation visited theDalai Lamasresi-
dencein Himachal Pradesh'sMclL eod
Ganj, with the head of the delegation,
Michael McCaul, saying President
Joe Biden would soon sign abill that
aims to press China to resolve the
Tibet dispute.The Resolve Tibet Act
calls on Beijing to resume talks with
Tibetan leaders, which have been
halted since 2010, to resolve their
governance disagreement with China
peacefully. The bill aims for the two
countriesto reach anegotiated settle-
ment regarding Tibet. It also urges
China to address the desires of the
Tibetan people concerning their his-
torical, cultural, religious, and lan-
guage identity.Ahead of the meeting
of the American delegation with the
Dalai Lama, deputy Speaker of Ti-
betan Parliament-in-exile, Dolma
Tsering Teykhang said thevisit of the
US lawmakers show "Tibet is not
alone."On Tuesday, a group of US
representatives, including Nancy
Pelosi, arrived at Kangra airport in
Dharamshala. It also includes Rep
Mariannette Miller-Meeks, Speaker
Emerita, Rep Gregory Meeks, Rep

retten 0 Eood

Atleast 323 Egyptian pilgrimsdied
during the hgjj pilgrimagein western
Saudi Arabia, most of them succumb-
ing to heat-related illnesses, two Arab
diplomats coordinating their coun-
tries' responses told AFP on
Tuesday."All of them died because of

heat" except for one who sustained 245

fatal injuries during a minor crowd
crush, one of thediplomats said, add-
ing that thetotal figure camefrom the
hospital morgue in the Al-Muaisem
neighbourhood of Mecca At least 60
Jordanians also died, the diplomats
said, up from an official tally of 41
given earlier on Tuesday by
Amman.The new deaths bring the
total reported so far by various coun-
tries to 577, according to an AFP
tally. The diplomats said the total at
themorgueinAl-Muaisem, one of the

| lI
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
prediction of astock market rally af -
ter Lok Sabha elections is coming
true with Sensex surging more than
5,000 points since June 4, when the
results were declared.In the last nine
trading sessions, Sensex and Nifty
have hit all-time record highs. This
has resulted in investor wealth rising
by ?42.4 lakh crore to ?437.24 lakh
crore.While campaigning for the Lok
Sabha elections, Modi had said that
the stock market would hit record
highs after election results were de-
clared. "You will see that within one
week after June 4, the day election
resultsareto bedeclared, market par-
ticipantswill get tired.""| can say with
confidencethat on June 4, asBJP hits
record numbers, the stock market will
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Nicole Malliotakis,
McGovern, and
Bera.Officials from the Central Ti-

Rep Jim
Rep Ami

betan Administration welcomed the 5

American delegation upon their
arrival.Speaking to reporterson Tues-
day, McCaul said, "We are very ex-
cited to see His Holiness tomorrow
to talk about many things, including
the Bill we passed out of Congress,
which basically says that the United
States stands with the people of
Tibet."On being asked if Bidenwould
sign the bill, she added, "Yes, he
will."The US House of Representa-
tives passed the Resolve Tibet Act,
which is now awaiting Biden's sig-
nature to become law. This bill chal-
lenges Beijing's claim that Tibet has
always been part of China and calls
on China to stop spreading false in-
formation about Tibet's history,

people, and ingtitutions, including the ...

Dalai Lama. Additionally, it urges
Chinato initiate discussionswith the
Daa Lama and other Tibetan lead-
ers regarding Tibet's governance.US
politicians have frequently visited
Dharamsala to support the Dalai
Lama's efforts to gain international
support for preserving the language
and culture of Tibet, his homeland
nestled in the mountains.The Dalai
Lama escaped to India in 1959 fol-
lowing an unsuccessful rebellion

against Chinese control in Tibet. Chi-
| | | |
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b| ggeﬁt in Mecca, was 550 The ha j
Isone of thefive pillars of Islam and
all Muslims with the means must
completeit at least once. Thepilgrim-
ageisincreasingly affected by climate
change, according to a Saudi study
published last month that said tem-
peraturesintheareawhereritualsare
performed were rising 0.4 degrees
Celsius (0.72 degrees Fahrenheit)
each decade. Around 1.8 million pil-
grims took part in the hajj this year,
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also hit new record highs,” he had
said.Home Minister Amit Shah also
said that investors must buy before
June 4 asthe stock market will shoot
up after the results.Following the
elections, the statements by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Amit
Shah becameapolitical issueas Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi alleged
that the June 4 crash in which inves-
tors lost 731 lakh crore in notional
wealth was owing to manipulationin
the markets. The Congress demanded
aprobeby ajoint parliamentary com-
mittee (JPC) asthe Sensex hit record
high on June 3 after exit pollsbut fell
the next day.Meanwhile, Morgan
Stanley has predicted that the Sensex
will hit 82,000 in the next 12 months.
It said, " The main benefit to the mar-
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nese authorities oppose any meetings
he holds with officials from other
nations.
China's response

Beijing, which views the Nobel
peace laureate the Dalai Lama as a
dangerous " splittist" or separatist, on
Tuesday expressed strong concern
about thevisit and thebill anticipated
to be signed by Biden.Foreign min-
Istry spokesperson LinJiansaid, "We
urge the US to fully recognise the
anti-Chinaand separatist nature of the
Dalai clique, abide by its commit-
mentson Tibet-related issues, refrain
from any form of contact withit, and
stop sending erroneous messages. We
urge the US side to honour its com-
mitment of recognising Tibet as part
of China and not supporting Tibetan
independence, and not to sign the
above-mentioned bill."Beljing stated
that it would take strong actions to
protect its sovereignty, security, and

development interests.

1.6 million of them from abroad, ac-
cording to Saudi authorities.Each
year tens of thousands of pilgrimsat-
tempt to perform the hajj without se-
curing official hajj visas in order to
save money, amore dangerous under-

B taking because these off-the-books

pilgrims cannot access air-condi-
tioned facilities provided by Saudi
authorities along the hgjj route.One
of the diplomats who spoke to AFP
on Tuesday said that the Egyptian
death toll was "absolutely" boosted
by a large number of unregistered
Egyptian pilgrims.Earlier thismonth,
Saudi officials said they had cleared
hundreds of thousands of unregis-
tered pilgrims from Mecca ahead of
the hajj.Other countries to report
deaths during the hagjj this year in-
clude Indonesia, Iran and Senegal.

oL

ket of the NDA sreel ectionispolicy
predictability, which will influence
how growth and equity returns pan
out in the coming five years. We be-
lievethe government islikely to con-
tinuefocusing on macro stability (i.e.,
inflation hawkishness) to inform

policy."




SBIPLealar

Union Minister Piyush Goyal has
unequivocally ruled out any changesin
Maharashtra's |eadership despite the
Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP) subpar
performance in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections.It hasbeen firmly asserted that
the party is focused on developing a
strategic plan to secure avictory for the
Shiv Sena-BJP-Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) coalition in the upcoming
assembly elections, which are slated for
later this year.The announcement was
made after a critical core group meet-
ing of the Maharashtra BJP, which in-
cluded significant figures such as party
president JP Nadda and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. Thismeeting, held
in New Delhi on Tuesday, was essen-
tial for reviewing the party's current
stance and future strategies following
the disappointing election results, as
reported by Hindustan Times.During
this meeting, Piyush Goyal reiterated,
"No changesin leadership will be made
in Maharashtra." This statement came
amid swirling rumours and speculations
that Rao Saheb Patil mlT)ht be appointed
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A recent report by the Stockholm
| nternational Peace Research Insti-
tute (SIPRI) highlights the ongo-
ing modernisation and expansion
of nuclear arsenals among nine
nuclear-armed nations, including
India, Pakistan, and China.There-
port reveals that China has in-
creased its nuclear warheads from
410 in January 2023 to 500 in Janu-
ary 2024, marking a major boost
in its arsenal. Meanwhile, India
now possesses 172 nuclear war-
heads, surpassing Pakistan by two
warheads, with both countries con-
tinuing to devel op new nuclear de-
livery systems.The SIPRI report re-
veals that Russia and the United
States hold the vast mgjority of the
world's nuclear weapons, account-
ing for 90% of the total. Both na-
tions, along with severa others,
have deployed new nuclear-ca-
pableweapon systemsin 2023.Ad-
ditionally, around 2,100 nuclear
warheads, mainly fromthe USand
Russia, remaininastate of high op-
erational alert, with China also
likely maintaining some of itswar-
heads on high alert for the first
time.The report also notes that In-
dia, Pakistan, and North Korea are
beginning to follow the US and
Russia's example by deploying
multiple warheads on ballistic
missiles.HansKristensen of SIPRI
said that China is expanding its
nuclear arsenal at afaster rate than
any other country."But in nearly all
the nuclear-armed states there are
either plans or a significant push
to increase nuclear forces,"
Kristensen told PTI.
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asthe new state president. The meeting
also aimed to address widespread
speculation about the continuation of
the Ajit Pawar-led NCP in the existing
ruling alliance.The strategic discussions
among BJP |leaders centred on ensuring
there-election of the MahaYuti alliance,
comprising Shiv Sena, BJP, and NCP,
in the upcoming state assembly elec-
tions. According to areport by PTI, the

meeting included prominent BJPfigures &

such as BL Santosh, Bhupender Yadav,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, state BJP |eader
Chandrashekhar Bawankule, Sudhir
Mungantiwar, Chandrakant Patil,
Pankaja Munde, Raosaheb Danve, and
Vinod Tawde, among others.In the 2024
L ok Sabha elections, the BJP managed
to secureonly nine seatsin Maharashtra,
a significant decline from its previous
tally of 23 seats in the 2019 elections.
In 2019, the BJP-Shiv Senaalliance had
won 41 out of the 48 Lok Sabha seats
in the state.However, thisfigure drasti-
cally reduced to just 17 seats for the
current National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) in 2024, with seven seats won

i

Girish, DCP (West Division), and
Assistant Commissioner of Police
Chandan arelargely credited for dis-
covering the 'Darshan connection' in
Renuka Swamy.After three aides of
the actor had surrendered, they would
have closed the matter, but their hon-
esty and dedication towards their
work led to the arrest of Darshan
along with 16 others.While the pub-
lic applauds their efforts, a video of
ACP Chandan has gained traction
among viewers. In the video, he de-
liversamotivational speechto KPSC
students.The speech touchesupon the
challengesfaced by Kannadamedium
students and how he overcame simi-
lar hurdles in his own journey. He
shares hisstruggleswith English dur-

anse

The Tesla CEQO's suggestion that

be"hacked" hascome under scrutiny
in world's largest democracyTesla
CEO Elon Musk has triggered back-
lash in India over his take on elec-
tronic voting machines (EVMs). The
country of 1.4 billion peoplerecently
wrapped up its general election, in
which 640 million Indians voted, pri-
marily using EVMs.Musk claimed on
Saturday that electronic voting ma-
chines should be 'eliminated."The
risk of being hacked by humans or
Al, while small, is still too high,' he
posted on X (formerly Twitter). He
was responding to apost by US presi-
dential candidate Robert F. Kennedy
Jr, who had pointed to an Associated
Press report suggesting that Puerto
Rico's primary elections had experi-
enced voting irregularities related to
electronic voting machines. However,
Musk's post reignited an old debate
InIndia."Thisisahuge sweeping gen-
eralization statement that implies no
one can build secure digital
hardware,'Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
who served as minister of state at
India's Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology in the last
Modi-led government. Chandras
ekhar, who isaprominent member of
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by the Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Senaand
one seat by the NCP, as reported by
Hindustan Times. Maharashtra's Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis had
offered to resign from his position
within the MahaYuti government,
which is composed of Shiv Sena, BJPR,
and NCP, to devote his efforts to orga-
nizing and preparing for the September-
October assembly elections.After the
meeting, Devendra Fadnavis stated, "A
comprehensive blueprint for the upcom-
ing assembly elections has been pre-
pared. Thisplan outlines how we, along
with our MahaYuti alliance partners,
will secureawin.” Thediscussionsalso

ing his engineering days and offers
advice to aspiring UPSC and KAS
students, encouraging them not to be
discouraged by language
barriers.Chandan began his career
with adiploma, followed by an engi-
neering degree. After serving asalec-
turer, he transitioned to the I T indus-
try at Infosys before joining product
companies.In 2011, he attempted the
KAS exam but fell short of success.
Undeterred, he made two attempts at
the UPSC and eventually realized his
dream of becoming a Deputy Super-
Intendent of Policein 2014.Kannada
superstar Darshan, hisfriend Pavithra
Gowda and 15 others have been ar-
rested in connection with the murder
case of Renuka Swamy.On the in-

Elon Musk ove

devices used for casting ballots can |

Indias ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), suggested that devicesused in
the US may be connected to the
internet and would therefore be vul-
nerable. However, EVMsusedin In-
dia are 'custom-designed to do a
simple job." These devices are 'iso-
lated' from any network and ‘factory
programmed controllers that cannot
be reprogrammed,’ claimed the
former minister.Prominent Indian
author and retired government officer
Sanjay Dixit alsojoined in the debate,
offering $1 million to Musk to prove
that the country's voting machines
could be hacked. 'If you hack it suc-
cessfully, give you amillion dollars,
iIf you fail, you pay," Dixit wrote on
X.Indian EVMs, which replaced pa-
per ballots in 2004, have triggered
Intense debate on many occasions,

[l

focused on the BJP's performancein the
recent Lok Sabha elections.Fadnavis
emphasized that the vote share differ-
ence between the ruling MahaYuti and
the opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) was a dender 0.3 per cent, as
per media reports. He noted that the
party leaders engaged in an in-depth
analysis of the BJP's strengths and
weaknesses in the just-concluded elec-
tions, aming to improvetheir strategies
and rectify the shortcomings in future
electoral contests. Theleadership'scom-
mitment to maintaining stability in
Maharashtra's political landscape and
ensuring a coordinated effort for the
forthcoming assembly elections was
made clear. The focus is on leveraging
the strengths of the alliance while ad-
dressing any internal issues that may
have contributed to the less-than-ex-
pected performance in the Lok Sabha
elections. This approach underscores
the BJP'sdedication to strengthening its
political position in Maharashtra
through cohesive and strategic plan-
ning.

[ R

structions of Darshan, Renuka
Swamy was kidnapped by the actor's
aidesfrom Chitradurgaon June 8. He
was then taken to a shed owned by
the actor's uncle where he was bru-
tally assaulted, leading to his
murder.Renuka Swamy had sent ob-
scene messages to Pavithra Gowda

o

particularly during general elections,
when they were blamed for unfavor-
able results by losing parties.Rahul
Gandhi, the leader of the Indian Na-
tional Congress, the country'slargest
opposition party, backed Musk's
statement, claiming that EVMs in
Indiaare a'black box' that nobody is
allowed to scrutinize. India's Election
Commission must either ensure com-
plete transparency in relation to the
machines and processes, or abolish
them, Gandhi said.Akhilesh Yadav,
the leader of the Samajwadi Party, a
key ally of the Congress, al'so ques-
tioned the credibility of EVMs, and
demanded that all future elections
should be conducted using ballot
papers.Notably, when the BJPlost an
election to the Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) in the
past, it also attributed the loss to
'EVM fraud.'In April, India's Su-
preme Court cautioned against doubt-
ing the efficiency of India's voting
system, including the reliability of
EVMs. The court heard a number of
petitions that suggested using paper
ballots, citing examples from Euro-
pean countries. In response, Sanjiv
Khanna, one of the justices presid-
ing over the case, said: 'We have our
own system. It's working well.'
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