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In taunting the NDA coalition part-
ners that they had been handed a
"jhunjhuna" (baby's rattle) in govern-
ment formation, the Opposition may
have unwittingly paid tribute to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.Widely per-
ceived as being at the mercy of allies
after losing his majority in the Lok
Sabha - the BJP fell short by over 30
seats - Modi has given away precious
little to major allies like Chandrababu
Naidu and Nitish Kumar. They've got
lean bits of flesh, not the proverbial
pound.The distribution of portfolios on
Monday saw Modi managing to pull off
the game on his terms. The BJP not only
retained all the top four ministries of
home, finance, defence and foreign af-
fairs but also cornered most other key
portfolios of education, railways,
health, road transport and highways,
commerce and industries, agriculture,
rural development, urban affairs, petro-
leum and natural gas, which it had held
in the previous government.In the UPA
1 government too, the Congress with
just 145 seats had managed to keep all
the top 4 ministries with itself and re-
peated the same in UPA 2, when the
Congress had won over 200 seats, far
less than the BJP's current tally of
240.But unlike the Congress during
UPA, this is the first time the aggres-
sive Modi will be tested on how he
manages coalition dharma.Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Thackeray) leader Sanjay Raut
on Tuesday said that there were two
"atrupta aatmas" (dissatisfied souls) in
the NDA government, Naidu and
Nitish", indicating that they will rock
the Modi 3.0 government in the days to
come.Leaders attached to the Naidu-
Nitish groups on the contrary, appeared
pleased with the "jhunjhuna" (as AAP
leader Sanjay Singh said) they had been
offered.The TDP, with the largest con-
tingent of 16 MPs after the BJP in the
NDA, was expected to get some four
portfolios but looked gleeful with just
one cabinet rank and one junior minis-

ter. Three-term MP of the party Ram
Mohan Naidu was allotted the civil
aviation portfolio, which the party held
in the first Modi government."I am su-
per excited to get the civil aviation min-
istry that has a lot of scope and
potential…We (TDP) have extended
unconditional support to the NDA and
so there is no question of any misgiv-
ing," Naidu, one of the youngest minis-
ters in the Cabinet, told reporters
today.Lalan Singh of the JDU, the sec-
ond largest BJP partner after the TDP,
happily took charge of the ministries of
fisheries, animal husbandry and dairy-
ing and panchayati raj on Tuesday. Be-
sides this cabinet rank, the JDU has
been allotted a junior minister's slot as
well."This is your viewpoint," Singh
replied when asked that the allies have
been given "insignificant" departments.
"Kaam na koi chhota hota hai na bada.
Kaam kaam hota hai," (A job is neither
small nor big. A job is a job), he added,
stressing that the department he has got
was connected with people's welfare
and urged reporters to shed
"negativity".Both big allies are playing
their small ministerial allotments an-
other way. Sources in the two camps
maintain that the interests of their re-
spective states was their priority and not
securing key portfolios. Both Nitish and
Naidu are learnt to have pressed the
demand for special financial conces-
sions - and a special status category - to
be accorded to their states and Modi is
said to have promised "full
support"."Let them (the BJP) take all the
portfolios. The top priority of our leader

Chandrababu Naidu is to get funds for
Andhra Pradesh's development. Money,
money…that is our only demand," one
TDP leader said.Newly appointed civil
aviation minister, who will take charge
after Naidu's swearing in as chief min-
ister on Wednesday, too told reporters
that the development of Amravati as the
new capital of Andhra and the
Polavaram irrigation project were their
priorities."Even as a civil aviation min-
ister I can use my position in the gov-
ernment to get all the jobs done, like
Amarvati and Polavaram," Ram Mohan
Naidu said.In addition to financial con-
cessions for Bihar, Nitish's other prior-
ity would also be to secure his domi-
nant position in the alliance with his
state due for polls next year. Nitish
could leverage his support to the Modi
government to extract a greater num-
ber of seats for his party to contest in
Bihar, which the BJP has been eyeing
for a while.In the 2020 assembly
polls,the JDU could win just 43 seats
compared to the BJP's 74 but Nitish
managed to keep the CM's chair. This
may not get repeated in 2025.How Modi
handles the aspirations of his major al-
lies going ahead would determine
whether ride here on will be smooth or
rocky.

LS Speaker election
After pulling off the portfolio distri-

bution amicably, the upcoming hurdle
to be crossed by Modi is the election of
the new Lok Sabha Speaker. The TDP,
sources said, continues to push for the
post to be given to one of its MPs. BJP
insiders, however, said they were con-
fident of resolving the issue
amicably.The name of D Purandeswari,
the Andhra Pradesh BJP chief elected
from the Rajahmundry seat, is doing the
rounds as a compromise formula for the
next Speaker. "The TDP would agree
to Purandeswari since she is the daugh-
ter of TDP founder late N T Rama Rao
and sister of Naidu's wife," one BJP
leader said.

Narendra Modi pulls off cabinet trick, corners allies

The World Health Organization on Tues-
day said a case of human infection with bird
flu caused by the H9N2 virus was detected
in a four-year-old child in the eastern In-
dian state of West Bengal.The patient was
admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit
(ICU) of a local hospital due to persistent
severe respiratory issues, high fever and ab-
dominal cramps in February, and was dis-
charged three months later after diagnosis
and treatment, the WHO said.The patient
had exposure to poultry at home and in his
surroundings, and there were no known
person reporting symptoms of respiratory
illness among his family and other contacts,
the agency said.Information on the vacci-
nation status and details of antiviral treat-
ment were not available at the time of re-
porting, the WHO added.This is the sec-
ond human infection of H9N2 bird flu from
India, with the first in 2019, the agency
said.While the H9N2 virus typically tends
to cause

The World Health Organization (WHO)
has confirmed that a four-year-old child in
West Bengal, India, has been infected with
the H9N2 bird flu virus.The child was ad-
mitted to a local hospital's pediatric inten-
sive care unit in February,suffering from
severe respiratory issues, high fever, and
abdominal cramps. After receiving the di-
agnosis and treatment, the child was dis-
charged three months later.The WHO re-
ported that the child had been exposed to
poultry at home and in the surrounding area.
No other family members or contacts have
reported respiratory symptoms. Details on
the child's vaccination status and antiviral
treatment were not available at the time of
reporting.This case marks the second in-
stance of human infection with the H9N2
strain of bird flu in India, following the first
reported case in 2019. While H9N2 typi-
cally causes mild illness, the WHO warned
that sporadic human cases may continue to
occur, given the virus's prevalence in poul-
try across various regions.

WHO confirms human case of bird
flu in India, 2nd case since 2019

Muslim worshippers pray around
the Kaaba at the Grand Mosque in
Makkah, Saudi Arabia on Tuesday.
AFPMuslim pilgrims have been
streaming into Saudi Arabia's holy
city of Makkah ahead of the start of
the Hajj later this week, as the annual
pilgrimage returns to its monumen-
tal scale.Saudi officials say more than
1.5 million foreign pilgrims have ar-
rived in the country by Tuesday, the
vast majority by air, from across the
world. More are expected, and hun-
dreds of thousands of Saudis and oth-
ers living in Saudi Arabia will also
join them when the pilgrimage offi-
cially begins on Friday.Saudi Gov-
ernment agencies in Madinah are in-
tensifying efforts as the 5th of the
month of Dhu Al-Hijjah (Tuesday,
11th June) is the peak day for trans-
ferring remaining pilgrims from
Madinah to Makkah by bus round the
clock, through the designated stations
and the Mosque of Miqat Dhu Al-
Hulayfah, Saudi Press Agency (SPA)
reported on Tuesday.Today, Hijra
Road in Madinah will witness much
movement as pilgrims will be trans-
ported to Makkah, supported by se-
curity and health services to ensure
organised transportation.General
Syndicate of Cars Madinah branch
Director Mazen Tharwat told the SPA
that the syndicate mobilised all cad-
res and vehicles to prepare the buses

transporting pilgrims to the holy sites.
He added that field teams and mobile
maintenance workshops are in place
along the Hijra Road linking Madinah
and Makkah, and that support centres
supervise the flow of pilgrim bus
movement to Makkah.Muslim wor-
shippers walk at the Grand Mosque
in Saudi Arabia's holy city of Makkah
on Tuesday. AFPTharwat further said
that more than 1,700 buses were
ready to leave Madinah for Makkah,
having been inspected by a speciali
sed technical team to ensure that pil-
grims enjoy a comfortable ride.

Ban on unauthorised vehicles
Meanwhile, the Saudi Public Se-

curity has announced that
unauthorised vehicles will be denied
entry to Holy Sites during Hajj, ef-
fective from midnight on the fifth of
Dhu Al-Hijjah until the end of the
13th day.According to the Public Se-
curity, individuals transporting pil-
grims without valid Hajj permits will
face imprisonment for up to six
months and a fine of up to SAR50,
000 for each unauthorised pilgrim
transported. Once the case is referred
to court that may rule confiscation of
the vehicle used and deportation of
the transporter (if a resident) with a
subsequent entry ban for a period
determined by the system.Pilgrims
without valid Hajj permits will be
fined SAR10,000. For residents, this

will be followed by deportation and
a temporary entry ban as outlined by
the system.The Public Security
emphasised the importance of adher-
ing to Hajj regulations and instruc-
tions to ensure a secure, safe, and
comfortable environment for all
pilgrims.Saudi officials have said
they expect the number of pilgrims
this year to exceed 2023, when more
than 1.8 million people performed
Hajj, approaching pre-pandemic lev-
els. In 2019, more than 2.4 million
Muslims made the pilgrimage. Pil-
grims hold umbrellas while walking
ahead of the annual Hajj pilgrimage.
AFPOn Tuesday, pilgrims thronged
the Grand Mosque in Makkah, per-
forming a ritual circuit walking seven
times around the Kaaba, the cube-
shaped structure inside the mosque
that is considered Islam's holiest site.
They wore ihrams, two unstitched
sheets of white cloth that resemble a
shroud.Many were seen carrying
umbrellas against the sun, in tempera-
tures reaching 42 degrees Celsius
(107 Fahrenheit) during the day on
Tuesday."I was relieved when I ar-
rived at the Al-Masjid Al-Haram and
saw the Kaaba," said Rabeia al-Raghi,
a Moroccan woman who came to
Makkah for Hajj along with her hus-
band and their daughter. "I am very
happy."At night, the vast marble court
around the Kaaba was packed with

the faithful, walking nearly shoulder
to shoulder and often jostling with
barricades set up by security forces
to direct the giant flows of people in
and around the Grand Mosque. Pil-
grims do the circumambulation,
known as "Tawaf" in Arabic, upon ar-
riving in Makkah. The large crowds
circling the Kaaba will last into the
Hajj's first day. Muslim pilgrims ar-
rive to Saudi Arabia's holy city of
Makkah on Tuesday ahead of the an-
nual Hajj pilgrimage. AFPOn Friday,
pilgrims will move to the Mountain
of Arafat for a daylong vigil, then to
Muzdalifah, a rocky plain area a few
miles away. In Muzda lifa, pilgrims
collect pebbles to be used in the sym-
bolic stoning of pillars representing
the devil back in Mina.One of the
world's largest religious gatherings,
the Hajj is one of the Five Pillars of
Islam. All Muslims are required to un-
dertake it at least once in their lives
if they are physically and financially
able to do so.Those in the Hajj view
the pilgrimage as an opportunity to
strengthen their faith, wipe out old
sins and start new.

More than 1.5 million foreign pilgrims arrive in Makkah for Hajj
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Three years after vowing to enter
the Assembly only as Chief Minis-
ter, N. Chandrababu Naidu has been
sworn in for his fourth term as the
Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh.The oath-taking ceremony,
held near Gannavaram Airport in
Kesarapalli on the outskirts of
Vijayawada, saw the attendance of
key figures including PM Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah.In a sig-
nificant moment in 2021, Naidu had
publicly shed tears for the first time
after derogatory remarks were made
against his wife by YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) leaders, prompting
him to take a solemn vow to return to
the Assembly only as Chief
Minister.Against this backdrop,
Chandrababu Naidu took oath as the
CM of Andhra Pradesh. After taking

oath, AP CM hugged PM Modi at the
stage.Followed by Chandrababu
Naidu, JanaSena Pawan Kalyan and
Naidu's son Nara Lokesh also took
oath as council of Ministers in the
state.Ahead of the oath-taking cer-
emony, Naidu reaffirmed his commit-
ment to developing Amaravati as the
state's sole capital. "With all your co-
operation, I am swearing in tomor-
row (as the CM) and I would like to
thank you all for that. Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi is coming for the
swearing-in ceremony,” he stated,
highlighting the support from the
Union government for Andhra
Pradesh's development.Naidu first
became the Chief Minister of the then
undivided Andhra Pradesh in 1995,
serving two consecutive terms. In
2014, he became the first Chief Min-
ister of the newly bifurcated Andhra
Pradesh, holding office until 2019.
His return to power follows a land-
slide victory in the 2024
elections.The NDA alliance in
Andhra Pradesh, comprising the TDP,
BJP, and Janasena, achieved a sub-
stantial majority in the Assembly, se-
curing 164 seats. In the simultaneous
Lok Sabha elections, the alliance cap-
tured 21 of the 25 parliamentary con-
stituencies in the state.

Chandrababu Naidu Takes Oath As Andhra CM For Fourth Term

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday called out the "doublespeak"
of the BJP on dynastic politics after
it became clear that over a quarter of
the ministers in the new ministry of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi are
from political families.Though six of
those featured in Rahul's list of 20
dynasts that form part of what he calls
"parivar mandal" instead of "mantri
mandal" (ministry) have been mem-
bers of Modi's previous ministries,
this is the first time the scion of the
Congress's first family has made a
frontal attack on the BJP with the
stick that has been often used against
him.Posting a list of dynastic politi-
cians in the council of ministers,
Rahul wrote on X in Hindi: "Those
who call the tradition of struggle, ser-
vice and sacrifice of generations as
nepotism are distributing power to
their 'government family'. This
doublespeak is called Narendra
Modi."Nine of those on the list are
cabinet ministers H.D. Kumarasw
amy, Jyotiraditya Scindia, Kiren
Rijiju, Chirag Paswan, J.P. Nadda,

Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu, Piyush
Goyal, Virendra Kumar Khatik and
Dharmendra Pradhan. Kumarasw
amy is the son of former PM H.D.
Deve Gowda, Scindia is a third-gen-
eration politician, Rijiju's father was
the first protem Speaker of Arunachal
Pradesh, Chirag is the son of Ram
Vilas Paswan, Nadda is the son-in-
law of former Madhya Pradesh min-
ister Jayshree Banerjee, the fathers of
Naidu, Goyal and Pradhan were
former Union ministers and Khatik's
father-in-law was a former minister
of Madhya Pradesh. The other min-
isters from political families on the
list are Raksha Khadse, Jayant
Chaudhary, Kamlesh Paswan, Ram
Nath Thakur, Jitin Prasada, Shantanu
Thakur, Rao Inderjit Singh, Kirti
Vardhan Singh, Ravneet Singh Bittu,
Anupriya Patel and Annapurna
Devi.Raksha is the daughter-in-law
of former Maharash tra minister
Eknath Khadse, Jayant is a third-gen-
eration politician, Paswan's father
was a politician, Thakur is Karpoori
Thakur's son, Jitin is Congress leader

Jitendra Prasada's son, Shantanu is a
former Bengal minister's son, Inderjit
is former Haryana CM's son, Kirti is
a former UP minister's son, Ravneet
is the son of slain Punjab CM Beant
Singh, Anupriya is a BSP founding
member's daughter and Annapurna is
the wife of a former Bihar MLA.None
of them matches the Nehru-Gandhi
lineage in duration in politics but
Rahul going on the offensive on dy-
nastic politics marks a shift and
comes on the heels of him silencing
his critics - who see him as an en-
titled dynast - with the Bharat Jodo
Yatras and the Congress campaign for
the 18th Lok Sabha polls.

Rahul Gandhi flags PM Modi's 'ministry of dynasts', calls out BJP's 'doublespeak' on nepotism

New Delhi: Unfazed by shots be-
ing fired, 21-year-old Saurav
Gupta, who was on the bus in
Jammu that came under a terror at-
tack, took it upon himself to raise
an alarm but was felled by a bullet
just then which pierced the back of
his neck.Saurav was among the
nine pilgrims killed in the Sunday
terror attack on a bus in Jammu's
Reasi.NIA likely to take J&K's
Reasi pilgrim bus terror attack
caseHis body was brought to Delhi
in an ambulance by his father
Kuldeep Gupta and other family
members. He was cremated near

his house in northeast Delhi's
Mandoli area on Tuesday.Saurav
had gone to the Vaishno Devi
shrine in Jammu with his wife
Shivani Gupta to pray for a baby.
The couple, which had been mar-
ried for two years, was scheduled
to return home later the same
day."She saw her husband die in
front of her eyes. She was incon-
solable," Manoj Gupta, Saurav's
uncle, told PTI.According to him,
Sourav was a brave man with a
strong build and 6-ft height."He
was sitting behind the driver in a
window seat when the terrorists at-
tacked their bus. As soon the firing
began, he raised an alarm but was
shot," Manoj Gupta said.The bul-
let hit him in the back of his neck
since he was sitting by the
window."His wife Shivani Gupta
escaped unhurt in the attack but
suffered fractures in legs and face
when the bus fell into a gorge,"
Manoj Gupta said."Shivani had
even made a video call to her
grandmother-in-law from the bus

just before the attack to show her
the scenic view," he said. Shivani
is currently under treatment at
Shanti Niketan Nursing Home near
the couple's house.Saurav, who lost
his mother at the age of three, is
survived by his wife, father, who
works in an export house, and a
younger brother, who is studying
in a college.Saurav too used to
work in an export house in the
Gandhi Nagar area.His uncle said
the couple had gone to the Vaishno
Devi shrine last week and on June
9, the two decided to go to the Shiv
Khori temple on a bus."Indian
Army must give a fitting reply to
the terrorists responsible for the
attack," he said.Nine people were
killed and 41 injured as the terror-
ists opened fire at a 53-seater bus,
which was on its way from the Shiv
Khori temple to the Mata Vaishno
Devi shrine in Katra Sunday
evening.The bus veered off the
road and fell into a deep gorge near
the Teryath village of the Poni area
of Reasi.

Delhi man shot dead on Jammu bus was trying to warn others of terror attack

Lieutenant general Upendra
Dwivedi will be the next chief of
the army staff succeeding incum-
bent General Manoj Pande, the
Centre announced on Tuesday
night.Lieutenant general Upendra
Dwivedi, who has vast operational
experience along the frontiers with
China and Pakistan, is currently
serving as vice chief of the army
staff. General Manoj Pande will
retire on June 30.Last month, the
government had extended General
Pande's tenure by one month, six
days before his superannuation on
May 31."The government has ap-
pointed Lt Gen Upendra Dwivedi,
presently serving as Vice Chief of
the Army Staff, as the next Chief
of the Army Staff with effect from
the afternoon of June 30," the de-
fence ministry said.Who is lieuten-
ant general Upendra Dwivedi? Top
5 achievementsLieutenant general
Upendra Dwivedi has been deco-
rated with the Param Vishisht Seva
Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal
and three GOC-in-C Commenda-
tion Cards.As the Northern Army
commander, Lt Gen Upendra
Dwivedi offered strategic guidance
and operational oversight for plan-
ning and executing sustained op-
erations along the northern and
western borders. He also orches-
trated dynamic counter-terrorism
operations in Jammu and Kashmir,
officials told news agency
PTI.They said during this period,
Upendra Dwivedi was actively en-
gaged in the ongoing negotiations
with China to resolve the vexed
border issue.He was also involved
in modernising and equipping the
largest Indian Army command,
where he steered the induction of
indigenous equipment as part of
Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant
India).During his long and distin-
guished service spanning nearly 40
years, he has served in a variety of
command, staff, instructional and
foreign appointments. The com-
mand appointments of Dwivedi
include command of regiment (18
Jammu and Kashmir Rifles), Bri-
gade (26 Sector Assam Rifles), In-
spector General, Assam Rifles
(East) and 9 Corps.Upendra
Dwivedi's education background
Born on July 1, 1964, Dwivedi is
an alumnus of Sainik School,
Rewa, and was commissioned into
the 18 Jammu and Kashmir Rifles
of the Indian Army on December
15, 1984. He commanded the unit
later.Dwivedi is an alumnus of the
National Defence College and US
Army War College. He has also un-
dergone courses at the Defence
Services Staff College, Wellington
and Army War College, Mhow.The
officer has an M Phil in defence
and management studies and two
Masters' Degrees in Strategic Stud-
ies and Military Science.

Who is lieutenant general Upendra Dwivedi,
new Indian Army chief? Top 5 achievements
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