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Former prime minister of Pakistan-
occupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK),
Raja Farooq Haider Khan, has made a
startling claim on X, urging Pakistan to
be fully prepared for any potential In-
dian military action in the region in re-
sponse to the recent Reasi terror
attack.In a post on social media plat-
form X, Khan wrote: "Pakistan should
be fully prepared for any Indian misad-
venture in Azad Kashmir in pretext of
Riasi (sic) attack."At least 10 people
were killed in a suspected terror attack
on a bus carrying pilgrims in the Ransu
area of Reasi district, Jammu and Kash-
mir, on Sunday evening, according to
police. The vehicle, transporting pas-
sengers from Katra to the Shiv Khori
shrine, was targeted by terrorists, caus-
ing it to fall into a gorge.Reports indi-
cate that terrorists opened fire, hitting
the bus tyre and causing the fatal acci-
dent. This incident occurred just hours
before Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
swearing-in ceremony for his new
term.Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Reasi, Mohita Sharma, confirmed
the attack was a terror strike. Rescue
operations were intensified, with senior
police officers and other forces rushing
to the scene. The area was cordoned off,
and a search operation involving the In-
dian Army, CRPF, and Jammu and
Kashmir Police carried out to apprehend
the terrorists.Several key leaders have
expressed their concern and anguish
following the news of the terror attack.
An Army helicopter was deployed to
conduct search operations in Reasi, and
some of the injured were shifted to
GMC in Jammu for treatment.Prime
Minister Narendra Modi took stock of
the situation following the attack, which
resulted in at least 10 fatalities. The In-
dian government has vowed to bring the
perpetrators to justice and has increased
security measures in the region.

'Pakistan Should Be Fully...': Former PoK PM Makes
BIG Statement Following Reasi Terror Attack

Hoping to pocket more big-ticket energy
and infrastructure deals as his county reels
from an economic crisis, Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif had to come back
empty-handed from China after finishing
a five-day official visit last weekend, ac-
cording to a report.Despite Sharif's discus-
sions with President Xi Jinping and other
prominent officials, little tangible progress
was made. This apparent shift signals a po-
tential shift in China's stance towards Pa-
kistan, casting doubt on the future of the
much-lauded $50 billion China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), a pivotal com-
ponent of Beijing's expansive Belt and
Road Initiative."The Chinese have become
wary of putting in more money since they
know it is a financial black hole due to
Pakistan's long-term poor economic cir-
cumstances," Nikkei Asia quoted Jeremy
Garlick, an associate professor of interna-
tional relations at Prague University of Eco-
nomics and Business, as saying"China
needs to maintain the facade that CPEC is
working because it is supposed to be a key
part of the BRI," added Garlick.According
to Nikkei Asia, Islamabad had last month
made a formal request for an extra $17 bil-
lion in energy and infrastructure projects
financed by China. This request came after
a significant meeting of the body respon-
sible for determining future investments in
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC).Prior to his visit, which marked
Sharif's inaugural trip to China since as-
suming office in March, Pakistani officials
had claimed that an upgraded version of
the multibillion-dollar agreement would be
formally launched in Beijing.

'Chinese wary of putting in more...'

A new headache has mounted for
NASA's Indian-origin astronaut
Sunita Williams and the eight other
crew members on board the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS) including
those who are currently inhabiting the
orbiting station.A superbug lurks in-
side the city in space the International
Space Station.Scientists have found
a multi-drug resistant bacteria named
'Enterobacter bugandensis' which has
evolved and become more potent in
the closed environment of the ISS.
Since it is multi-drug resistant, it is
often called a 'superbug'. This bacte-
ria infects the respiratory
system.Spacebugs are not extra-ter-
restrial life but bugs that have trav-
elled as hidden co-passengers when
they went to work at the ISS.Ms Wil-
liams and her colleague Astronaut
Barry Eugene "Butch" Wilmore
reached the ISS on board the new
Boeing Starliner spacecraft on June
6, 2024, and are likely to spend over
a week in the low earth orbiting labo-
ratory before returning to Earth after
having tested the new spacecraft she
helped design.The seven other crew
members have been living on the ISS
for a longer period. Usually, the
worry at the ISS is from flying space
debris and micrometeorites but bugs
that have been carried as co-travel-
lers and now evolved over the last 24
years of continuous inhabitation of
the space station are a big new
worry.Writing about the superbugs
recently, NASA said strains of the
bacterial species E. bugandensis iso-
lated from the International Space
Station (ISS) were studied. Thirteen
strains of E. bugandensis, a bacterium
notorious for being multi-drug resis-
tant, were isolated from the

ISS.Findings from the study indicate
under stress, the ISS-isolated strains
were mutated and became genetically
and functionally distinct, compared
to their Earth counterparts.The strains
were able to viably persist in the ISS
over time with a significant abun-
dance. E. bugandensis co-existed
with multiple other microorganisms,
and in some cases could have helped
those organisms survive.The work
has been spearheaded by Dr Kasthuri
Venkateswaran of NASA's Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, Cali-
fornia, USA.Incidentally, he studied
Marine Microbiology, at the
Annamalai University, in Chennai
before joining NASA. In 2023, he
discovered a new multi-drug resistant
bug called Kalamiella Piersonii
which he named after his role model
former President Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam.Further research on E.
bugandensis was undertaken jointly
by JPL and Indian Institute of Tech-
nology-Madras, Chennai by a team
comprising Professor Karthik
Raman, Department of Data Science
and AI, Wadhwani School of Data
Science and AI (WSAI), Dr Kasthuri
Venkateswaran, Senior Research Sci-
entist at JPL, NASA, Mr Pratyay
Sengupta, Mr Shobhan Karthick MS,

Research Scholars, IIT Madras and
Mr. Nitin Kumar Singh from JPL,
NASA and published in the scientific
journal Microbiome.The researchers
point out that astronauts operating in
altered immune conditions with lim-
ited access to traditional medical fa-
cilities face unique health challenges
during space missions. Understand-
ing the microbial landscape aboard
the ISS is paramount for assessing the
impact of these microorganisms on
astronaut well-being.Emphasising
the broader implications of the re-
search, Dr Kasthuri Venkateswaran,
Senior Research Scientist at JPL,
NASA, said, "Our research uncovers
how certain benign microorganisms
help to adapt and survive opportunis-
tic human pathogen, E. bugandensis,
in the unfavourable conditions of the
International Space Station. The
knowledge gained from this study
would shed light on microbial
behaviour, adaptation, and evolution
in extreme, isolated environments
that allow in designing novel coun-
termeasure strategies to eradicate
opportunistic pathogens, thus pro-
tecting the health of
astronauts."NASA says 'closed hu-
man-built environments, such as the
ISS, are unique areas that provide an
extreme environment subject to
microgravity, radiation, and elevated
carbon dioxide levels. Any microor-
ganisms introduced to these areas
must adapt to thrive. By delving into
microbial dynamics in extreme envi-
ronments, this research opens doors
to effective preventative measures for
astronaut health.'Professor Karthik
Raman said, "Microbes continue to
puzzle us by growing in the most
challenging conditions."

Trouble For Sunita Williams, Crew After 'Spacebug' Detected At Space Station

New Delhi: "Jo karm karta hai, lekin
karm mein lipt nahi hota, usmein ahankaar
nahi aata, wahi sevak kehlane ka adhikari
rakhta hai (The one who works, but doesn't
get worked up, he who does not have ego
within, only he has the right to be called a
servant)," said Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat dur-
ing a speech that felt like a sermon for the
swayamsevaks.Bhagwat was speaking in
Nagpur at an RSS programme in light of
the recently conducted Lok Sabha
elections.In a long speech, Bhagwat ad-
vised his followers to "accept diversity, live
together" and "respect others too". He also
expressed his displeasure at the amount of
"falsehood that was propagated" using
"modern technology" during the course of
the election. The RSS chief remarked that
the campaigning for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions had heightened “social tensions and
suspicion” among the populace. He also
emphasised the need for peace in the con-
flict-ridden state of Manipur.It must be re-
minded that the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) chief, J.P. Nadda, in May 2024 had
told The Indian Express that the "BJP runs
itself" and is "capable". It "needed the RSS"
when the "BJP was less capable".Since this
statement by Nadda, Bhagwat had not com-
mented on anything political. Now that the
BJP failed to get a majority on its own in
the Lok Sabha, the RSS chief's June 10
speech feels like a message to the BJP, and
Narendra Modi specifically.

‘Elections are not wars’
Bhagwat’s speech was peppered with

some bizarre claims about how "society has
become a menace" as "women have started
drunk driving". But a large part of it was
also focused on reminding his followers
that elections are not wars and opponents
shouldn't be treated as
“adversaries".“Elections are an essential
process of democracy. Since there are two
sides in it, there is a contest. But there is a
dignity to it. Lies should not be used. People

are being elected to go to the Parliament
and run our country. They will do so by
coming to a consensus. This contest is not
a war," said Bhagwat."The way things have
happened, the way both the sides have at-
tacked below the belt, the way they com-
pletely ignored the impact of campaign
strategies that would lead to divisions, in-
creasing social and mental fault-lines, and
unnecessarily drew the organisations like
RSS in the same.”“Organisations like RSS
were also dragged into it needlessly," he
added.

On falsehoods in the election campaign
"Falsehood was presented with the help

of technology," said Bhagwat when speak-
ing about the 2024 Lok Sabha
campaign."Modern technology was used to
propagate falsehood. How will a country
like that function?" he asked.

A message to Modi?
Modi’s 2024 campaign was marred by

blatantly communal and hateful statements
about Muslims, calling them names like in-
filtrators. He also said that the Congress
would steal the mangalsutra of Hindu
women to give it to Muslims.On Monday,
Bhagwat said, “Jo seva karta hai, wo
maryada se chalta hai. Kaam karte sab hai,
lekin maryada ke sath karna jaise tathaagat
ne kaha tha ki pet bharne ka kaam sabko
karna hai, lekin kaushalpurvak us kaam ko
karna hai aur dusro ko dhakka nahi lagna
chahiye. Aisi maryada rakhkar kaam karna
hi hamaari sanskruti ha. Jo karm karta hai,
lekin karm mein lip nahi hota, usmein
ahankaar nahi aata, wahi sevak kehlane ka
adhikari rehta hai (One who serves, does
so with dignity. Everyone works, but it is
essential to work with dignity. As the
Tathagata (Buddha) said, everyone must
perform the task of earning a living, but it
should be done skilfully and without push-
ing others aside. Working while maintain-
ing such dignity is our culture. One who
performs actions without becoming at-
tached to them and without developing ar-

rogance is the one who truly deserves to be
called a servant.”

On Manipur
Bhagwat also spoke about the ongoing

ethnic strife between the Kuki-Zo tribe and
the Meitei people.“The state had been
peaceful for 10 years. It had appeared that
gun culture had ended. However, who is
thinking of dousing the flames that have
erupted now? Peace has to be considered
on priority basis," Bhagwat said.The rul-
ing BJP faced a defeat in the Lok Sabha
election in Manipur, with both seats going
to the Congress. The Opposition Congress
criticised Modi for not visiting Manipur,
while Congress leader Rahul Gandhi had
visited the state, initiating his Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra from there."Everyone will have
to be patient, mediums that educate the so-
ciety will have to be patient as well. Not
just the government, the society will have
to be reformed," Bhagwat added.

The sermon
Bhagwat concluded his speech by ask-

ing his followers to return to the path of
religion. He also addressed Muslims in a
rather interesting manner. The othering was
present, but with due caution.“Many out-
siders came to this land. They have left, but
their thoughts have remained. Those
thoughts do not matter; let them be. But
the outside forces must abandon the notion
that they are always right and others are
wrong. Respect the opinions of others. Our
own people are suffering from injustice
within our society. What is the way to
bridge this gap? Put the past behind, over-
come fear, and become empowered. Em-
brace goodwill towards all, and start by
making changes within your own home,"
said the RSS chief.“We need to reflect on
the teachings of Prophet Muhammad and
Jesus Christ. We must contemplate our feel-
ings towards God. Over time, distortions
have emerged. We must forget these dis-
tortions and treat the sons of our country
as brothers," he added.

From 'Maryada' to 'Saiyam': Mohan Bhagwat's Latest Speech Sounds Like a Message to Modi
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A day after the shocking terror at-
tack on a bus carrying pilgrims killed
nine people, three shadow groups as-
sociated with the banned terror out-
fits Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM) claimed respon-
sibility for the brutal act.However,
they later backtracked after the im-
ages of a 2-year-old victim went vi-
ral on social media.Initially, two off-
shoots of LeT and JeM - People's
Anti-Facist Force (PAFF), Revival of
Resistance (both linked to Jaish), and
The Resistance Front (affiliated with
Lashkar-e-Taiba) - took to social
media to assert their involvement in
the attack on the bus travelling from
Shiv Khori to Katra in Reasi, officials
said.However, as images of the inno-
cent two-year-old victim identified as
Titu circulated online prompting
widespread condemnation, the terror
outfits swiftly retracted their claims
and instead shifted blame onto gov-
ernment agencies, PTI quoted a se-
nior official.The two-year-old's
mother Pooja Saini (30) also died af-
ter terrorists opened fire at a bus car-
rying pilgrims in Jammu's Reasi dis-
trict on Sunday evening. Besides
Pooja, her paternal uncle Rajendra
Saini, 44, and Rajendra's wife Mamta,
40, too died. The bus was ferrying
pilgrims from Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Delhi.The officials

said five of the nine deceased had
gunshot wounds. While 41 people
were injured in the attack, 10 of them
had bullet injuries.Meanwhile, a man-
hunt is for the three foreign terrorists
responsible for the deadly
attack.Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Udhampur-Reasi Range,
Rayees Mohammad Bhat said they
have got some leads as 11 teams of
police, army and CRPF are jointly
working on two different axes to
neutralise the fleeing terrorists.While
the focus is on three terrorists, offi-
cials have also not ruled out the pos-
sibility of a fourth person being
present at the spot who acted as a
lookout for the three terrorists. The
joint operation is led by the police,
the Army, the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) and central intelli-
gence agencies.According to security
forces, the terrorists may have been

hiding in the mountainous terrains of
Rajouri and Reasi. The area where the
accused are reportedly hiding is a
dense forest. The lack of water
sources, the threat of forest fires,
steep slopes and crevices that work
as a natural hideout are making the
search operations hard. The search
parties are moving cautiously to
avoid any casualty in case of contact
with the terrorists."Operation is con-
tinuing for the second day and we are
working on various inputs. Multiple
teams have been formed to work on
two different axes while the investi-
gation part is also continuing simul-
taneously," the DIG, who is leading
the operation, told PTI on
Monday.Several people have been
detained for questioning but officials
said it was too early to reveal
details.Meanwhile, the separatist
amalgam Hurriyat Conference has
condemned the terror attack and said
it "has and will always condemn all
forms of violence against humanity.
The loss of precious human lives is
deeply disturbing".The incident also
triggered anti-Pakistan protests
across the Jammu region, including
Katra, Doda town and Kathua district.
Accusing Pakistan of sponsoring ter-
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir, the
protesters demanded action against
the neighbouring country.

How LeT, JeM offshoots owned up Reasi terror attack but walked back after 2-year-old victim's picture drew ire

With Modi 3.0's swearing-in done
and portfolios allocated to the new
ministers, the ruling BJP now has two
key tasks at hand -- choosing a new
Speaker for Lok Sabha and naming a
party chief.BJP president JP Nadda,
who was Health Minister in the first
Narendra Modi government, has been
brought back to the cabinet this time.
He now holds the portfolios of Health
and Family Welfare, as well as
Chemicals and Fertilizers. The new
BJP president will have to hit the
ground running as Assembly elec-
tions are due later this year in Jammu
and Kashmir, Haryana, Jharkhand
and Maharashtra.The other task on
the BJP's agenda is finalising the
NDA's choice for a Lok Sabha
Speaker. N Chandrababu Naidu's
TDP and Nitish Kumar's JDU, BJP's
key allies whose support is critical for
the government's majority, are eye-

ing the post, it is learnt. This comes
against the backdrop of mutinies over
the past couple of years that have split
parties and toppled governments. In
such cases, the anti-defection law
comes into play, and the Speaker of
the House becomes a crucial post. Mr
Naidu and Mr Kumar, both Coalition-
era veterans, want the Speaker's post
as a shield against any such
tactic.Sources in the BJP, however,
have said they are not keen to hand
over the Speaker's post. While there
is no official word yet, the name of
Andhra Pradesh BJP chief D
Purandeshwari is doing the rounds
for the key position. Ms Purandesh
wari is the daughter of former Chief
Minister and legendary actor NT
Rama Rao and the sister-in-law of Mr
Naidu. Her husband, Daggubati
Venkateshwara Rao, is a former Con-
gress MP and MLA who later joined

YSR Congress Party.She was first
elected to Lok Sabha on a Congress
ticket and also served as a Union Min-
ister in the Manmohan Singh govern-
ment. She resigned from the Congress
to protest against the UPA governm
ent's decision to carve the state of
Telangana out of Andhra Pradesh. Ms
Purandeshwari joined the BJP in
2014 and has risen to become its state
chief.The three-time MP not being ac-
commodated in the Modi 3.0 cabinet
has surprised many and set off specu-
lation that she may be the BJP's
choice for the Speaker post.Another
post that remained vacant through
Modi 2.0 is that of the Deputy Spea
ker of Lok Sabha. During the first
Narendra Modi government, M Tham
bidurai of the AIADMK, then an ally
of the BJP, was named for the post.
The question is if the BJP will keep
this post or offer it to its allies.hares

As Modi 3.0 Ministers Sign In, BJP Has Two More Key Posts To Fill

Mumbai: An incisive article in the
latest issue of the RSS magazine
"Organiser" has made a barely veiled
attack on the BJP leadership and
workers.Authored by Ratan Sharda,
a senior idealogue of the RSS and its
spokesperson in national television
debates, it starts by asserting that the
"results of the 2024 general elections
have come as a reality check for over-
confident karyakartas and many lead-
ers." It said Modi's call for 400 + seats
was a target for the karyakartas and a
dare to the opposition."Targets are
achieved by hard work on the field,
not (by) sharing posters and selfies
on social media" it says rather caus-
tically. This is probably for the first
time that a senior thinker of the RSS
has come out frankly against the fail-
ings of the BJP and that too in the
"Organiser" which is known to reflect
the views of the top RSS
leadership.Sharda has also responded
to allegations that the RSS did not
work for the BJP in this elections.
"Let me say bluntly, RSS is not a field
force of BJP. In fact, the BJP, the big-
gest party in the world has its own
karyakartas. The routine electoral
work of reaching out to the voters,
explaining the party agenda etc are
their responsibility. If BJP volunteers
don't reach out to RSS, they have to
answer why they thought it was not
required" he observed. It may be re-
called that BJP president J.P. Nadda
had stated that the party was not de-
pendent on the RSS.Sharda noted that
"the idea that Modiji is fighting on
all 543 seats has a limited value. This
idea became self-defeating when can-
didates were changed, imposed at the
cost of local leaders and defectors
given more importance. Sacrificing
even well performing parliamentar-
ians to accommodate latecomers hurt.
It is estimated that around 25 % of
the candidates were seasonal mi-
grants. This happened despite the
shocking experience of 30 % rebels
in the last Himachal Pradesh elections
that resulted in the defeat of the BJP.
Local issues (and) track record of the
candidate does matter...Disinterest of
local BJP workers was due to this fac-
tor also."Sharda has slammed BJP
M.P.s and MLAs who are inacces-
sible to people. "The biggest grouse
of any BJP or RSS worker and com-
mon citizen for years have been dif-
ficulty or even impossibility of meet-
ing the local M.P. or MLA, forget
ministers....Why are BJP elected
M.P.s and ministers always `busy'?
Why are they never visible in their
constituencies? " he has asked and
said the number of M.Ps. who have
traversed their constituencies inten-
sively at least thrice in five years can
be counted on the fingertips, he has
added.Sharda said it was decided to
form an organisation to promote
Hindu-Sikh unity in Maharashtra.
However, for three years the BJP-led
government did not allot an office or
staff. When the MVA came to power
it dissolved this body within seven
days. The organisation's team is now
waiting for the past several months
just to get an appointment with the
Maha Yuti government.Sharda has
also accused BJP netas, who are oth-
erwise active on the social media, of

keeping mum when BJP/RSS work-
ers are murdered. "People insulting
Ram and Hindu dharma get a red car-
pet welcome but a young and sea-
soned Nupur Sharma is scolded
harshly and publicly.Most signifi-
cantly Sharda has also come down
heavily on the Maharashtra unit of the
BJP of indulging in "unnecessary
politicking and avoidable manipula-
tions." He asked where was the need
to take Ajit Pawar into the govern-
ment when the BJP and Shiv Sena
(Shinde) had a comfortable majority.
"Sharad Pawar would have fades
away in two-three years as NCP
would have lost energy with infight-
ing between cousins. Why was this

ill- advised step taken? BJP workers
were hurt because they had fought
against this Congress ideology for
years....In a single strike the BJP re-
duced its brand value. After years of
struggle to become numero uno in
Maharashtra, it became just another
political party without any differ-
ence," it was pointed out.Would Have
Been Hypocrisy...: Retired Justice
Chiitaranjan Das On Thanking RSS
In His Farewell SpeechSharda has
heavily criticised the induction of
Congressmen "who had actively pro-
moted the bogey of saffron terror, had
persecuted Hindu and called 26/11
RSS ki Sazish (conspiracy)" in to the
BJP. Entry of these Congressmen

showed the BJP in poor light and also
hurt Hindu sentiments.Finally,
Sharda has asked the BJP to do hon-
est introspection and carry out course
corrections and "come back stronger
by winning back people's goodwill."

'Modi's Calls For 400+ Seats Was Target For Karyakartas & Dare To Opposition': RSS Mouthpiece 'Organiser'
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