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The Delhi high court has directed
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal's wife
Sunita Kejriwal to take down from
her social media accounts a video re-
cording of her husband addressing a
Delhi court.The court has also or-
dered the social media companies to
pull down posts linked to the
video.The high court has also issued
a notice to all the parties in the PIL,
filed by advocate Vaibhav Singh,
seeking action for violating the
court's video conferencing rules when
Kejriwal was produced before Delhi's
Rouse Avenue Court on March
28.Sunita Kejriwal is one among five
individuals asked to take down the so-
cial media posts.The court has listed
the matter on July 9.Arvind Kejriwal
had addressed Special Judge (PC Act)
Kaveri Baweja in person on March
28, after he was produced before the
court for a second time following his

arrest by the Enforcement Director-
ate in the Delhi liquor policy
case.After the audio and video re-
cordings of the address went viral on
social media, Sunita Kejriwal had
retweeted the visuals.The Delhi high
court asked X, YouTube, Facebook
and Instagram to take down videos
with similar content when it is
brought to their notice.A division
bench comprising Justices Neena

Bansal Krishna and Amit Sharma is-
sued the notice on the PIL filed by
the Delhi-based lawyer, Vaibhav
Singh.On March 21, Arvind Kejriwal
was arrested by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate in connection with the ex-
cise policy scam after he ignored nine
summonses sent by the agency. The
Delhi high court later upheld the
agency's action.Arvind Kejriwal later
moved the Supreme Court against his
arrest.In May, the Supreme Court
granted Kejriwal interim bail for 21
days, to allow him to campaign for
his Aam Aadmi Party during the Lok
Sabha elections.He surrendered to the
Tihar Jail authorities on June 2, as di-
rected by the Supreme Court.Sunita
Kejriwal, an ex-bureaucrat, had cam-
paigned extensively for the AAP in
the Lok Sabha elections. The party,
however, couldn't win even a single
seat in the national capital.

Delhi high court asks Sunita Kejriwal to take down Arvind Kejriwal's court video from social media

Prashant Kishor, the political strat-
egist-turned activist-politician, has
sharply criticised Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar for allegedly com-
promising his principles for political
survival.Addressing a public meeting
in Bhagalpur, Kishor accused Kumar
of "touching the feet" of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to ensure his
own continuation in power."The
leader of a state is the pride of its
people. But Nitish Kumar brought
shame to Bihar when he touched the
feet of PM Modi," he alleged, refer-
ring to the NDA meeting in Delhi last
week.Kishor, who had managed the
JD(U) president's election campaign
in 2015 and formally joined the party
two years later, pointed out a shift in
Kumar's integrity and priorities. He
asserted that Kumar's alignment with
PM Modi and the BJP serves personal

political longevity rather than the in-
terests of Bihar."People ask me why
I am now criticising Nitish Kumar,
having worked with him in the past.
He was a different man back then. His
conscience had not been put up for
sale," news agency PTI quoted
Kishor as saying."There is so much
talk about Nitish Kumar playing a key
role in PM Modi's return to power.
But how is the Bihar CM leveraging
his position? He is not using his clout
to ensure benefits for the state. He is
touching feet to ensure that he re-
mains in power, with BJP support,
even after 2025 assembly
polls."Nitish Kumar's JD(U) secured
12 seats in the Lok Sabha elections
that concluded on June 4, making it
the BJP's second largest ally after
TDP. The BJP won 240 seats, falling
short of a majority on its

own.Prashant Kishor gained wide-
spread recognition in 2014 for his
highly effective management of PM
Modi's successful Lok Sabha cam-
paign. By the time he concluded his
political consultancy career in 2021,
Kishor had worked for several high-
profile politicians, including Mamata
Banerjee, Arvind Kejriwal and Jagan
Mohan Reddy.

Nitish Kumar Brought Shame To Bihar When He Touched PM Modi's Feet: Prashant KishorNew Delhi: The ongoing water cri-
sis in the national capital has taken a
fresh turn as both Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and Congress on Saturday took
out their separate 'Matka phod' protests
in the city against the incumbent Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) government.The
Congress workers held pots (Matka) in
their hand shouting slogans CM Arvind
Kejriwal government over shortage of
water."The public is being cheated in
the name of water...Poor people are suf-
fering the most...The governments are
playing the blame game...Why was wa-
ter not arranged in advance ?... They
were busy doing politics...The Congress
party will hold a 'matka phod' protest in
Delhi to wake up the deaf and dumb
government...They have connived with
tanker mafia..," a Congress worker
said.The workers of the Delhi BJP broke
the pots outside AAP minister Atishi's
office. Speaking on this BJP leader
Shehzad Poonawalla said, "... This wa-
ter crisis did not start yesterday. It has
been going on throughout the elections
because summer had already begun.
Because they were in an alliance with
the AAP in Delhi and had shared seats,
they did not raise the issue back then...
""Delhi is facing a water shortage to-
day because in the last 10 years, AAP
has done nothing but corruption... 50%
of water supplied to Delhi goes to
waste... AAP has given protection to
water tanker mafias... No enquiry is
conducted against water-tanker mafias
even after the orders of the SC. This tells
a lot about the association of AAP with
the water mafias and the selective asso-
ciation between Congress and AAP..."
he added.Meanwhile, Atishi on Satur-
day held a review meeting with senior
officials of Delhi Jal Board and Urban
Development Department over the is-
sue of water shortageNotably, AAP has
been alleging that BJP's Haryana gov-
ernment is stopping the water meant for
Delhi while the saffron party has
claimed that the Delhi government is
now doing "water scam" after "liquor
scam".Reeling under severe heatwave,
there has been a massive shortage of
water in several areas in the national
capital and the top court also slammed
the AAP government for not being able
to handle the tank mafias.

 BJP, Congress Hold 'Matka Phod' Protest Against
AAP As City Grapples With Water Crisis

Amaravathi (Andhra Pradesh) [India],
June 15 (ANI): Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Chandrababu Naidu has announced Rs
5 lakh financial assistance and Rs 10,000
monthly pension for a resident of Kakinada,
who allegedly faced harassment from the
former YS Jagan Reddy-led YSRCP
government.The woman Arudhra called on
Chief Minister at the State Secretariat on
Friday along with her daughter , Sailakshmi
Chandra. She explained to chief minister
and the TDP leader Chandrababu how she
was "harassed" by the YSRCP government
and that her daughter is suffering from se-
rious backbone problems, according to a
statement released by the TDP. The woman
told the Chief Minister about the "prob-
lems" created by the local YSRCP leaders
when she tried to dispose of her property
to meet the medical expenses of her
daughter.She said that she was forced to
knock on the doors of the court for dispos-
ing off her land at Amalapuram.The Chief
Minister assured her that the State Govern-
ment will do its best to assist her in the le-
gal cases that she is facing with regard to
her property, according to a statement by
the TDP.

Andhra Pradesh: Chief Minister
Naidu announces Rs 5 lakh aid

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on
Friday reviewed the security situation in
Jammu and Kashmir in the wake of sev-
eral terror incidents there, including an at-
tack on a bus ferrying pilgrims, sources
said.He called a high-level meeting on June
16, to be attended by National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval, Lieutenant Governor
of Jammu and Kashmir Manoj Sinha, top
officials of the Army, CRPF and others to
review the prevailing situation in the Union
Territory and steps taken to check terror
incidents.During Sunday's meeting, the
home minister will also take stock of the
preparedness for the annual Amarnath Yatra
which will begin on June 29, sources
said.The home minister was briefed about
the prevailing situation in Jammu and
Kashmir and the steps taken following the
terror incidents, they said.Terrorists struck
at four places in Reasi, Kathua and Doda
districts of Jammu and Kashmir over the
past four days, killing nine pilgrims and a
CRPF jawan, and leaving seven security
personnel and several others injured.Two
suspected Pakistani terrorists were also
killed in an encounter with security forces
in Kathua district and a large quantity of
arms and ammunition were recovered from
them.On Sunday, terrorists opened fire on
a 53-seater bus carrying pilgrims when it
was en route to the Mata Vaishno Devi
shrine in Katra from the Shiv Khori temple.
The bus, carrying pilgrims from Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Delhi, plunged into
a deep gorge following the gunfire, killing
nine people and injuring 41 others.On Tues-
day, terrorists fired at a joint checkpost of
the Rashtriya Rifles and police at
Chattergalla in Bhaderwah while a search
party in the Gandoh area of Doda district

was attacked on Wednesday, resulting in in-
juries to seven security personnel, includ-
ing a police personnel.The search opera-
tion launched in Jammu and Kashmir to
track down and neutralise terrorists after
the June 9 attack on a bus carrying pilgrims
continues, officials said.Officials said se-
curity forces launched a fresh search and
cordon operation in Kathua's Saida Sukhal
village on Thursday following information
about the presence of two more terrorists.
This came a day after two suspected Paki-
stani terrorists and a CRPF jawan were
killed in the village after an over 15-hour
operation.A large quantity of arms and am-
munition, including one M4 Rifle, an AK
assault rifle, a satellite phone and more than
Rs 2.10 lakh besides Pakistan-made eat-
ables, medicines and electronics were re-
covered from the possession of the slain
terrorists, one of whom was said to be a
top commander of Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM) outfit.Police had on Wednesday re-
leased sketches of four terrorists involved
in two attacks in Doda district and an-
nounced a reward of Rs 20 lakh for infor-
mation leading to their arrest.In Reasi dis-
trict where terrorists had attacked a bus
carrying pilgrims on Sunday, police said so
far 50 suspected persons were detained as

the search operation was intensified to re-
mote pockets.Police had also issued an ad-
visory, urging residents of the Jammu re-
gion to stay vigilant regarding the move-
ment of suspicious individuals and
objects.The advisory was issued following
intelligence inputs suggesting the possibil-
ity of a terror threat in parts of Rajouri and
Jammu districts.Meanwhile, police in
Jammu and Kashmir have started prepara-
tion for the two-month-long Amarnath
yatra.Additional Director General of Police
Vijay Kumar last week directed the secu-
rity forces to fortify the existing security
infrastructure, improve surveillance tactics
and bolster personnel deployment along the
Amarnath pilgrimage route.He also di-
rected officials to mitigate potential risks
by deploying anti-sabotage teams along the
Yatra routes to identify and neutralise any
potential terror threats.Kumar also held a
joint meeting with the officers of the po-
lice, Army, Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) and other agencies and discussed
the overall security arrangements to be
adopted for the safe, smooth and incident-
free conduct of the pilgrimage.Services of
specialised forces like the National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF), State Disas-
ter Response Force (SDRF) and Snow and
Avalanche Study Establishment (SASE)
may also be utilised in order to get vulner-
able points along the pilgrimage route
mapped so that these can be monitored on
a regular basis to enhance the overall safety
measures, officials said.Security will be
enhanced to mitigate potential risks by de-
ploying anti-sabotage teams along the
Amarnath Yatra route to identify and
neutralise any potential terror threats, they
said.

Home Minister Amit Shah reviews J&K security situation; calls high-level meeting on June 16
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The Maulana Who Defeated the BJP in Uttar Pradesh's Rampur
New Delhi: Mohibbullah 'Nadvi'

took 19 years - and a detour through
his home town, Rampur in Uttar
Pradesh - to traverse the roughly 25-
30-metre-wide tarmac separating In-
dian parliament from the mosque
where he leads prayers as an
imam.Surprising everyone, the
Samajwadi Party nominated the 48
year old as its Lok Sabha candidate
in Rampur; and, battling several odds,
Nadvi came through, defeating the
Bharatiya Janata Party by over 87,000
votes.It is a little past noon and the
sun is blazing down on Parliament
Street, where the Jama Masjid is lo-
cated in the capital. Nadvi has been
its imam since 2005. With a small
group of associates, he is seated in
his office, still receiving congratula-
tory phone calls.Nadvi was one of the
five Muslims who were elected as
MPs from UP this time. Six had con-
tested. Nadvi hoped that now that the
Opposition had performed better, tak-
ing the BJP head-on on issues of live-
lihood, the question of the worryingly
low Muslim representation may be
addressed better. But it should not be
seen solely through the lens of num-
bers, he said."Our political represen-
tation should not be seen in terms of
quantity but quality…even if there is
one person, who is good, 100% faith-
ful to the community, understands Is-
lamic things and sentiments of Mus-
lims, and raises their questions cor-
rectly," Nadvi told The Wire. Mus-
lims in India were not asking the gov-
ernment for anything beyond the
rights the Constitution promises all
citizens, he added.Nadvi's nomina-
tion by the SP and his road to victory
in the general elections were pep-
pered with confusion and drama. He
was not the party's first choice can-
didate and filed his papers at the last
hour on the final day of nomination
on March 27. Nadvi's nomination
also caught several party leaders by
surprise as he did not have a political
background. Fielding a Delhi-based
maulana from a communally-sensi-
tive constituency marred by internal
divisions in the SP did not seem like
a clever decision to many.Though he
had met SP president Akhilesh Yadav
once when the latter was chief min-
ister in 2012, the breakthrough came
when they spoke in Lucknow in Janu-
ary this year. According to a source,
Nadvi, who harboured electoral am-
bitions, had gone to Lucknow to in-
vite Yadav to an event of Muslim
leaders in Delhi. In Lucknow, Nadvi
came in touch with Uday Pratap
Singh, former MP and a close asso-
ciate of Akhilesh’s and his late father
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s, and also
met Shafiqur Rehman Barq, former
MP, with whom he already shared a
good connection. Barq, a Turki Mus-
lim like Nadvi, pitched for the
maulana. That would be Barq's last
visit to the SP office as he died a
month later, aged 93.Akhilesh did not
promise Nadvi the ticket right away,
but kept him on stand-by as an alter-
native, if needed. As nomination day
approached, the SP was caught in a
mini-crisis as it failed to zero down
on candidates in two important and

winnable seats, Rampur and
Moradabad, both with a record of
electing Muslims. Much of this had
to do with the stubbornness of senior
leader Azam Khan in having his say
in candidate selection in his
bastion.On March 22, Akhilesh vis-
ited the Sitapur jail to meet Khan,
who is incarcerated there, to discuss
the candidates in Rampur and adjoin-
ing seats. Khan, who hasfaced the
endless wrathof the Yogi Adityanath
government, apparently proposed
that either Akhilesh contest himself
from Rampur or nominate one of his
family members. This did not sound
feasible to the party.According to
sources, the party asked several lead-
ers to contest from Rampur but
Saleem Shervani (ex-MP from
Budaun), Kamal Akhtar (former min-
ister) and S.T. Hasan (elected
Moradabad MP in 2019) all rejected
the proposal. Nobody wanted to en-
croach on Khan's territory.The SP's
top leadership wondered if it would
be feasible to field Tez Pratap Singh
Yadav, Akhilesh's nephew and former
MP, from Rampur but apparently the
idea was turned down by Akhilesh’s
uncle Ramgopal Yadav, the party’s
national general secretary.Only a day
was left for the nomination and the
SP was without an official candidate.
A disaster was on the cards.A similar
situation prevailed in neighbouring
Moradabad, where two candidates of
the SP, sitting MP Hasan and former
MLA Ruchi Veera, a close associate
of Khan’s, both filed nominations,
confusing the rank and file of the
party. To Hasan's dismay, Veera even
received the party's authorisation let-
ter as its official candidate. He was
obviously not happy.In Rampur, too,
the matter got out of hand after Asim
Raja, an aide of Khan’s, filed his
nomination while claiming to be the
SP's candidate. Raja, who had lost the
Rampur seat in a by-poll in 2022,
even led the Khan camp to declare a
boycott of the 2024 election as
Akhilesh had not paid heed to their
request of contesting himself.It was
around 5 pm on March 26 that Nadvi
received a call from the SP inform-
ing him that he would be the official
candidate in Rampur. Along with his
aides, he left for Rampur overnight.
With the clock ticking, SP state presi-
dent (and now MP) Naresh Uttam
Patel along with a trusted lawyer
boarded a chartered flight to deliver
the Form AB to Nadvi, and in a
change of tack, nominate the dis-
gruntled Hasan as the official candi-
date in Moradabad by handing him
the party's authorisation letter. The
flight landed on an airstrip in Mundha
Pande, midway between Rampur and
Moradabad, at around 11 am, sources
said. Nadvi managed to file his nomi-
nation on time but Hasan could not
receive the authorisation letter within
the stipulated period. Their first pri-
ority was Rampur."It was a difficult
time. We didn't even have a back-up
candidate. Time was running out,"
Nadvi told The Wire, recalling the
tense moments before his first-ever
nomination. Later, Hasan in an inter-
view to PTI alleged that some lead-

ers had "conspired" to ensure that the
party's authorisation letter did not
reach him on time.After his nomina-
tion, Nadvi battled the ‘outsider’ tag,
the internal opposition of the Khan
camp, BJP's communally-driven
campaign and hostility from the ad-
ministration. He brushed aside the
outsider tag, underlining that he was
born in a village, Razanagar, in Suar
tehsil of Rampur. His uncle was a
former pradhan. Nadvi, who owns
7.44 acres of inherited land in his vil-
lage, completed his Quranic educa-
tion or Hifz from Rampur city before
spending time in a madrasa in
Sambhal.Following that, he went to
Lucknow to pursue his higher edu-
cation in Islamic studies from the re-
nowned seminary Darul Uloom
Nadwatul Ulama, from where he got
his title. Nadvi then went to Aligarh
for further education but as he did not
appreciate the heated political climate
on campus, he instead enrolled in
Jamia Millia Islamia University in
Delhi and graduated from there in
Arabic Honours. He went on to com-
plete his MA in Islamic Studies and
got a BEd from Al-Falah University.
In 2005, he was appointed as an imam
at the Parliament Street Mosque af-
ter clearing an interview. "I didn’t
have much inclination towards poli-
tics earlier. But I did develop some
interest as the people who offered
namaz behind me included some very
important political people," said
Nadvi, on being asked why he sud-
denly jumped from the pulpit to
politics.Given the mosque's location,
top Muslim politicians and officials
come there to pray. Even the likes of
Liaquat Ali Khan, Maulana Azad and
Zakir Hussain, former president of
India, prayed at the mosque or used
to visit it, said Nadvi. Jawaharlal
Nehru and Indira Gandhi too have
visited the mosque, whose compound
houses an elegant white tomb of
former president Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed. Nadvi, who took over
prayers at the mosque at 29 years of
age, was delighted to share that even
former President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
had prayed behind him.The maulana
feels that Akhilesh took a "strong
decision" by nominating him in
Rampur, where he initially faced op-
position from a section of party work-
ers loyal to Khan."I faced some prob-
lems from our party friends who were
unhappy. But I managed to tackle
them beautifully. Credit to them, they
also did not hype it so much, maybe
due to public pressure or my accep-
tance in public," said Nadvi. He feels
his identity as an Islamic scholar and
imam may have helped him win ac-

ceptance in his native land. “I have
roots in Rampur. I want to take ev-
eryone forward and work on educa-
tion and health," he said.While his
nomination process was controver-
sial, following his victory, too, Nadvi
has garnered the headlines. He was
trolled by supporters of Khan after he
met the divisional commissioner of
Moradabad, Aunjaneya Kumar Singh,
who while serving as the district mag-
istrate of Rampur had initiated a wave
of action against Khan and his fam-
ily members. Nadvi downplays the
meeting. "I am a mazhabi alim. I don't
have negativity towards anyone," he
said, adding that he had met the offi-
cial to discuss plans for the betterment
of his constituency.He also landed in
a soup for his comments on the jailed
Khan. When asked by reporters if he
would visit the leader in jail, Nadvi
said, "People are sent to jail for cor-
rection. Jail is a correctional facility
and I can only pray for Azam
Khan."Azam's wife and former MP
Tazeen Fatima lashed out at Nadvi for
the comments. "He said that jail is a
correction home. It seems like he had
a deep experience of going to jail and
he has been to jail," she said.Nadvi
said his comments were misrepre-
sented and exaggerated by the media.
"I said that the jail is not heaven, that
we would like to go there. We have
our empathy for Azam sahab. What
else can we do for him? The media
gave it unnecessary hype," said
Nadvi. When I asked him if his rela-
tionship with Khan was fine, he took
a long pause and before he could an-
swer, an aide of his cried from the
other end of the small room, "Abhi
tak toh theek hai (So far, it’s
fine)!"Ruchi Veera, the newly elected
Moradabad MP, visited Khan's fam-
ily following her win. She criticised
Nadvi for his comments on Khan. "He
should not forget that he won because
of the party and Azam Khan sahab has
made a lot of sacrifices for the party,"
Veera said. She called him out for his
"political immaturity". "He’s not a po-
litical person. I don’t know how he
got the ticket for the election and
won."In Rampur, Nadvi not only saw
off the challenge from the BJP but
also ensured that the Muslim candi-
date of the Bahujan Samaj Party did
not spoil his chances. The BSP can-
didate received 79,000-odd votes
while he beat the BJP by over 87,000
votes. Had the election been con-
ducted in a "fairer" manner, the mar-
gin would have been over one lakh
to 1.5 lakh, said Nadvi, alleging that
voting had been disturbed on 12 to
15 booths where the SP had a strong
voter base.Despite the BJP's shrill
anti-Muslim campaign, Nadvi says
even Hindus voted for him, as he went
to people with a "positive message".
"I spoke about education, health and
employment. Who would the people
choose? Someone who is abusing
others or one who is asking them
about their needs?" he asked. In an
election where the BJP lost the elec-
tion in the land of the Ram Mandir, a
maulana scripted a successful politi-
cal debut in a district bearing the name
of the Hindu deity.
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