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New Delhi: After a less-than-ad-
equate performancein the recently con-
cluded Lok Sabha polls, the Bharatiya
Janata Party is likely to undergo major
organisational changes over the next
few weeks.It is understood that the role
of threetop leadersincluding BJP chief
JP Nadda, and the saffron unit’'s two
powerful National General Secretaries,
BL Santhosh and Sunil Bansal, is be-
ing relooked.Sources stated that the per-
formance of the BJP leadershipislikely
to be reviewed by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, the ideological
parent of the saffron unit, over the next
few weeks.Nadda, who isalready on an
extension, is expected to be moved out
of the organization and is likely to be
replaced by a leader who is more ac-
ceptable to the Sangh.The step comes
days after the BJP chief had courted
controversy and upset thetop leadership
of the RSS after he had made certain
unwarranted remarks during the peak
electoral campaign on the BJP's need
for Sangh’s cadre in campaigning and
support.During aninterview in the elec-
toral heat of the general elections,
Nadda had said, “We were less capable
in the beginning and needed the RSS.
Today we have grown and are more ca-
pable. The BJP now runs itself.” The
comments by the BJP chief were not
taken kindly by the Sangh leadership.
RSS had been instrumental in creating
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Undey RSSpressure BIPescing for major organisatona

the Bharatiya Jana Sangh in 1951 and
later the BJP in 1980.The Sangh’s an-
ger over these comments is believed to
be one of the crucid factorsthat led to
the inadeguate showing of saffron can-
didates during the recently concluded
polls asits cadres were found to be ab-
sent during crucial campaign days.In
another major move, the role of BJP's
National General Secretary (Organiza-
tion), BL Santhosh, is also likely to be
reviewed by the Sangh.The position is
considered one of the most important
posts in the party. And, the incumbent
is responsible for better coordination
between the party and its ideological
parent the RSS, to discuss and finalise
strategy on political and election
issues.The person holding this post is
loaned from RSS for effective supervi-
sion of the organisational tasks and can
be repatriated to the Sangh.Santhosh
was promoted at the national level with
an eye on the expansion of the BJP in
South India.ln mid-2019, Santhosh was
moved to the position of National Gen-
eral Secretary (Organisation) in the
place of Ramlal.However, the Sangh is
seemingly not happy with the way that
Santhosh was non-receptiveto theideas
and suggestions put forth by the RSS
leadership for improvement in BJP's
electoral campaign.It was felt that
Santhosh was primarily serving the
cause of the party, instead of focusing
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on the ideology and promotion of
Sangh’sstrategic interests, sourcessaid.
New role for Sunil Bansal?

Ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha polls,
the posting of Sunil Bansal as National
General Secretary had created a
buzz.Bansal, a known close confidante
to former BJP chief and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah saw an expanded
role and was given the charge of West
Bengal, Odisha and Telangana as the
party’s National General
Secretary.Interestingly, the BJP has
done very well in two of these three
states, even securing the OdishaA ssem-
bly for the saffron unit for thefirst time.
TheBJPisexpected to promote him and
givehim moreimportant tasksasit tries
to consolidate during Modi 3.0.Earlier,
Bansal had played acrucia and success-
ful rolein getting the party repeated vic-
tories in the important state of Uttar
Pradesh in both Assembly (2017 and
2022) and Lok Sabha polls in 2019.
Though the BJP may have been able to
cobble up the numbersto secure athird
consecutive term for Prime Minister
NarendraModi, it will becrucial for the
party to ensurethat its coordination with
RSSremainsin top-notch condition.An
organisational leadership which isin
sync with the ideological and strategic
goals of the saffron front is soon ex-
pected to take root and ensure that arep
eat of recent poll outcomes is avoided.

Naidu said to demand half a dozen ministries for supporting
Modi, but his insistence on Speaker's post intriguing

Bengaluru: What will Chandraba
bu Naidu extract from the BJP for his
support for re-election of Modi as
Prime Minister? The buzz in Andhra
Pradesh political circles considered
close to Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
is that he is demanding the post of
Speaker, apart from six ministerial
posts for his flock of 18 MPs which
includes two from Pawan Kalyan's
Jana Sena.The portfolios he is seek-
ing are Finance, Water Resources,
Urban development, Industry and
Health. Naidu is aso reported to be
seeking the fulfilment of Centre's pro
miseon Specia Category statusof AP,

Demand for six ministries and
Speaker ship

That would be a minimum of six
prime posts for a flock of 18 MPs -
16 of TDP and 2 of NP, but given
the precarious position of theBJPwas
short of 32 for mgjority, it needs sup-
port of every MPthat it can get. The
support of MPs elected on TDP-INP
ticket ismorecritical thanthe 12 from
Nitish  Kumar-led JDU in
Bihar.Naidu's insistence on the min-
istries are born out of his determina-
tion to ensure that the long-pending
promiseof Central assistancethrough
Specia Category statustoAPfor los-
ing cash cow Hyderabad to Telang
ana, and funding for completing the
megairrigation project of Polavaram.
That iswhy theinsistence on Finance.
Also known to be industry-friendly,
hewantsthe Industry ministry for AP
in order to drive investment towards
his state. The insistence on Urban
Development is to ensure that the
centre invests in developing
Amaravathi as the state capital.

SCSwould involve RS 50,000 cr

Naidu'sdemandsfor hisstate have
financial implications for the Centre
in the vicinity of Rs 50,000 crore or
more.The TDP supremo is aso said
to have demanded Rural Develop-
ment and Health. But these are more

\ A /
likely to be bargaining chips, rather
than non-negotiable demands.But
what is interesting is his insistence
on TDP getting the Speaker's chair.
Accordingtothebuzzin TDPcircles,
thisis to ensure that the BJP cannot
at some point of time break the TDP
group in the Lok Sabha to increase
number of its own flock. Naidu, ac-
cording to TDPcircles, isvery wary
of the BJP "doing an Eknath Shinde
or Ajit Pawar on him".
Defectionsto BJP embittered
Naidu

The TDP boss is understandably
bitter with the BJP since it inducted
two of his most trusted lieutenants.
Sujana Chowdhary and CM Ramesh,
both members of Rajya Sabha, who
defected from TDPin June2019. The
BJP did so, embittered with Naidu's
decision to break the alliance.But
according to TDPsources, Naidu has
continued to nurse his bitterness to-
wardsAmit Shah, who he had blamed
for breaking away from TDP
Chowdhary and Ramesh, both very
affluent businessmen, known to have
funded the Telugu regional party.In
support of their contention, TDP
sources point to two old video clips
currently going viral on social me-
dia in Andhra Pradesh. One is of
Naidu speaking with a TV channel
on February 11, 2019 in which he
accuses BJP of using central agen-
ciesto stifle Opposition, ayear after
he broke a state level aliance with

the party, accusing it of breaking its
promise to accord Special Category
status.
Naidu wary of Amit Shah

The other is of Amit Shah launch-
ing a bitter attack on Naidu after the
|atter brokethealliance. Shahisheard
saying: "There is no more opportu-
nisticleader like Chandrababu Naidu
intheentirehistory of India." Hegoes
on to accuse Naidu of stabbing NTR
in the back to become chief minister,
joining the BJP for political gains,
andleaving it whenit wasfound con-
venient. Sha goes on to declare:
"Chandrababu Naidu, the doors of
NDA are closed to you forever."Five
yearsisalong period in politics, and
both Naidu and BJP have set aside
their pet peeves and decided to en-
abletheforming of theModi 3.0 gov-
ernment at the Centre. But apparently,
Naidu's animus for Shah has not
abated. Heissaid to haveinsisted that
Amit Shah should not hold the Home
portfolio, and has demanded that ei-
ther TDPor JDU should be given the
ministry, or that anybody other than
Shah be given the responsibility to
make the TDP feel more secure.

BJP averseto giving up Home

But aware that his demand for the
Home ministry being rejected by the
BJP, Naidu is demanding the
Speaker's post, in order to keep his
flock together. According to the Con-
stitution, the Speaker is the "custo-
dian" of the House, and after along
drawn-out battle in the Supreme
Court over the supremacy of Parlia-
ment, and the powers of the Speaker
todecideonthevalidity of defections,
the 1985 anti-defection law was
placed in the Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution, taking it out of the pur-
view of judicial scrutiny.That iswhy,
Naidu, being a seasoned palitician,
and fearful of his political power be-

ing undermined, now wants the
Speaker's post for his party.
| | | ‘a
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The Hgderabad parliamentary constitu-
ency hasbeen thestron%hold of theOwaisi
Family and their party, theAll IndiaMajlis-
E-Ittehadul Muslimeen, for
decades. Asaduddin Owaisi'sfather, thelate
Sultan Salahuddin Owaisi, represented the
constituency six times. In 2004, duetoill-
health, Salahuddin Owaisi opted out of rep-
resenting the constituency, and since then,
Asaduddin Owaisi has held sway over the
constituency.ln the 2014 elections,
Asaduddin Owaisi emerged victoriouswith
5,13,868 votes, defeating BJP's
Bhagavanth Rao by a margin of 3,11,414
votes.Inthelast 2019 Lok Sabhaelections,
AIMIM's Asaduddin Owaisi secured
5,17,471 votes, defeating BJP's
Bhagavanth Rao once again, thistimewith
amargin of 2,82,186 votes.Thisyear, inan
attempt to overturn AIMIM's stronghold,
the BJP fielded Madhavi Latha Kompella,
an entrepreneur and classical dancer. How-
ever, her campaign faced controversy when
a gesture of shooting an imaginary arrow
at aMasjid in Siddiamber Bazar on Ram
Navami drew national attentioninthefierce
battle between BJPand AIMIM. Madhavi's
campaign focused on civic issues, with
door-to-door campaigns in areas with a
higher Muslim population. However, her
discussions and statements on the hijab in
schools and madrassas in the city sparked
controversy.Amidst her controversies,
Madhavi L atha Kompella sparked another
one by asking burga-clad Muslim women
voters to show thelr faces on polling day
(May 13). Subsequently, she was booked
by the police under various sections of the
Indian Penal Code and Section 132 of the
Representation of the PeopleAct.Ministers
like Union Home Minister Amit Shah cam-
paigned for her, and Anurag Singh Thakur
also did a roadshow with her in the
constituency.On the other hand, Owaisi's
campaign centered around the protection
of the Constitution and representation of
minority and marginalized
communities.Hyderabad polled on May
13th durigg the 4th phase of the election,
with atotal voter turnout of 48.48 percent.

RBI KeensReno Rate Unchanged
a 65 Pyoat o e EfN Time

The three-day meeting of the Mon-
etary Policy Committee (MPC) of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) began on
Wednesday. Later, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das briefed about the de-
cisions taken at the meeting.The Mon-
etary Policy Committee with a 4:2 de-
cision has decided to keep the repo rate
unchanged at 6.5. Thisistheeighthtime
that the RBI has not made any change
in the repo rate.Additionally, the Mar-
ginal Standing Facility has been kept at
6.75% and the Standing Facility Rate
remains at 6.25%.The RBI had hiked
the repo rate to 6.5 percent in February
2023 and has maintained it seven times
in arow since then. Experts had earlier
said that the policy interest rate (repo
rate) isunlikely to be cut given the cur-
rent economic situation of the country.
The biggest obstacle to rate cuts is ris-
ing inflation. In addition, the economic
growth rate remains strong despite the
repo rate being high at 6.5 percent since
February 2023. The repo rate has been
kept the same from February 2023. Ex-
perts also said that thetrend is likely to
continue.Interest rate cuts expected in
thethird quarterThe policy interest rate
islikely to be cut in the third quarter of
the financial year 2024-25. When the
series of cuts begins, it will be nomi-
nal, according to the latest analysis re-
leased by SBI Research.
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Dusrallg) KarenKya Tumhara?

Samajwadi Party (SP) chief Akhilesh
Yadav was seen getting angry and
threatening at ajournalist in a now vi-
ra video. The incident happened when
a group of journalists asked his reac-
tion on the Lok Sabha elections results

et Gl

'‘Markets Scam' Charge: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi's 'biggest stock
market scam' allegations against the
BJP have made headlines, and now
the saffron party has hit back at the
Congress leader.BJP leader Piyush
Goyal on Thursday slammed
Gandhi's allegations, stating that he
is making such remarks because he
is unable to handle INDIA's loss in
the recently completed general elec-
tions.

What Was Rahul Gandhi's
Allegation

Recently, the congress leader al-
leged that the comments made by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
other BJPministersled adrastic surge
in the stock market ahead of the
counting. Subsequently, the stock
market crashed after Lok Sabhaelec-
tion results, causing huge losses for
investors. Gandhi termed it "biggest
stock market scam," Gandhi called
for an investigation.

BJP's Response On TheAllega-

tion

JUESn L

Congress rebel and independent
candidate Vishal Patil, who achieved
a historic victory in the Sangli par-
liamentary constituency, officially
extended his support to the Congress
on Thursday.Patil met Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge in
Delhi and handed him aletter of sup-
port. He was accompanied by Con-
gress Palus Kadegaon MLA and his
partner in this rebellion, Vishwajeet
Kadam."In Delhi, in the presence of
our leader, former minister A.
Vishwajeet Kadam, we submitted a
letter of support to the Congress Na-
tional President, Mr. Mallikarjun
Kharge, and accepted the position of
associate member in the Lok Sabha
for the Congress. | have fought with
the Congress ideology and assured
that | will continue to work with un-
wavering dedication to these prin-
ciples," Patil wrote while sharing pic-
tures of the meeting.'Getting Lot of
Calls, Will Reved in Time': NCP(SP)
Leader Jayant Patil on Reports That
Ajit Pawar's MLAs Coming Back.In
aremarkableturn of events, Congress
rebel and independent candidate
Vishal Patil achieved a historic vic-
tory in the triangular contest for the
Sangli parliamentary seat. Petil, the
grandson of former Maharashtra
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in which the SP secured victory in 37
constituencies.In the video, Yadav can
be seen talking to the reporters, when
he turned his attention towards one re-
porter. In anger, the SPchief said, "Bhai,
kyun kar rahe ho tum yeh? ... Dusrailgj
karaye kyatumhara? (Why are you do-
ing this, brother? Should | give you an-
other treatment?)."While it remained
unclear when exactly the incident hap-
pened; Yadav had attended a meeting
along with other partners of the INDIA
bloc in New Delhi on June 5 to
strategise their plans for forming the
central government.
'Language of thug'

Meanwhile, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) reacted to Yadav's viral
video and slammed the SP chief. BJP

i

Responding to the allegation,
Piyush Goyal said, "It seems like
Rahul Gandhi has not overcome the
defeat of the opposition in the Lok
Sabha elections. Now, heistrying to
deceive market investors. Today, In-
dia has become the fifth-largest
economy in the world. The whole
world accepts that it is the fastest-
growing economy in the world. PM
Modi has assured the nation that in
thisterm, Indiawill becomethethird-
largest economy".The minister noted,
after the exit palls, investors of other
countries bought stocks at high rates
while investors of the country sold
and booked profits.Goyal accused
Rahul Gandhi of "hatching a con-
spiracy to misead investors'From Rs
67 lakh core during the UPA govern-
ment, India'smarket cap surged to Rs
415 lakh cr; domestic and retail in-
vestors benefited most," he said
further.Goyal claimed that the stock
market achieved robust growth under
the saffron government, "In the last
10 years of Modi Govt, for the first

| | | |

U 5 Sha N A IR

Chief Minister Vasant Dada Patil,
emerged victorious in a fiercely
fought battle against Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) candidate Sanjay Kaka
Patil and Shiv Sena(UBT) contender
Chandrahar Patil.Vishal Patil
emerged asthe winner with 48.9% of
the votes (571,666), while BJP's
Sanjay Kaka Petil came second with
40.04% (471,613). Shiv Sena
(UBT)'s Chandrahar Patil managed
only 5.2% (60,860), losing his
deposit.Sangli had been afocal point
of political dramaever since the Lok
Sabha elections were announced,
mainly due to seat-sharing disputes
between the Congress and Shiv Sena
(UBT), both key members of the
MahaVikasAghadi (MVA) alliance.
A significant number of Congress
workers, preferring to remain anony-
mous, reportedly supported Vishal

{am

L which Shiv Sena (UBT) selected
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leader Sudhanshu Trivedi took to X ac-
cusing Yadav of using the "language of
a thug"."The government isn't formed
yet; Akhilesh Yadav is so heated that
he's started using the language of athug.
Right in front of the entire media and
cameras, he'sthreatening ajournalist by
saying - 'Shall we give you another
treatment? Just imagine, when they
were in power, what kind of gangster
rulethey must have spread?' Theresults
for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections were
announced on June 4 after a marathon
six-week, seven-phase voting process.
The BJP secured 240 seats, falling short
of 32 seats for amajority. However, the
BJP-led NDA secured 292 seats against
the Opposition aliance, INDIA, which

55' "
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time our market cap has crossed over
5 trillion dollars. Today, Indias eg-
uity market has entered the market
cap of the top 5 economies of the
world...We know that the market cap
of PSUs listed in the market has in-
creased 4 times under the Modi
Govt..."The 3rd of June brought the
awaited Lok Sabha election results,
hinting at a probable coalition
government's formation at the na-
tiona stage. This outcome led to a
rather disturbing stir in the stock
market. It plummeted almost 6%,
marking its biggest slump in four
years.
|

Petil's campaign discreetly. Thissup-
port was instrumental in his success,
particularly after helost the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections as an independent
candidate. This time, however, Patil
managed to garner sympathy votes
due to the contentious manner in

Chandrahar  Patil as their
candidate.Apart fromtheuniquesitu-
ation in Sangli, the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) performed well over-
all, reclaiming its foothold in west-
ern Maharashtra, aregion historicaly
dominated by |eaders such as Sharad
Pawar. Pawar'sinfluenceintheregion
had been diminishing since 2014,
making thisresurgence significant for
the MVA.The seat-sharing negotia-
tions between the Congress and Shiv
Sena (UBT) were marked by pro-
longed disputes, especially over the
Sangli seat. For weeks, the two par-
tieswerelocked inatussle, with Shiv
Sena (UBT) ultimately nominating
wrestler Chandrahar Patil as their
candidate unilaterally. Congress
leader Vishwajeet Kadam had even
appealed to the party's central lead-
ership to allow Vishal Petil to con-
test from Sangli, but his efforts were
invain as Shiv Sena(UBT) prevailed
in the decision-making process.
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Threelabourerswere apprehended by
CISF personnel for attempting to enter
the high-security Parliament complex
using forged Aadhaar cards, official
sources reported on Thursday.Delhi
Police arrested the three individuals,
identified as Kasim, Monis, and Soyeb,
charging them under various sections
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) related
to forgery and cheating. Sources in-
formed PTI that thetrio wasintercepted
and detained by CISF personnel at the
flap gate entry of Parliament House on
Tuesday during routine security and
identity checks. The CISF found their
Aadhaar cards to be forged upon fur-
ther scrutiny.

CI SF takes over security

The incident occurred shortly after
the CISF took over the entire security
of the Parliament complex, replacing
CRPF and Delhi Police contingents.

Employment and construction work

The three arrested individuas were
employed by DeeVee ProjectsL td, con-
tracted to construct the MP'sloungein-
side the Parliament complex.

Legal proceedings

The CISF handed the individuals
over to the Delhi Police, who then filed
an FIR and booked them under 1PC sec-
tions 465 (forgery), 419 (cheating by
personation), 120B (criminal con-
spiracy), 471 (using aforged document
as genuine), and 468 (forgery for the
purpose of cheating).
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Vijayawada: A large number of se-
nior IAS, IPS officers and senior lead-
ers thronged the residence of Telugu
Desam Party National President N
Chandrababu Naidu located at
Undavalli near here on Thursday.
Former Additional Director General of
Police (Intelligence) PSR Anjaneyulu
went to the residence of Naidu this
morning to meet him as a courtesy.
However, he was not allowed to meet
Naidu by the security officias as the
TDP Chief didn't give him an
appointment.Anjaneyulu left without
meeting Naidu.Another senior IPS of-
ficer and IGP Koalli Raghurami Reddy,
who arrested Chandrababu Naidu in
Skill Development case as the Chief of
SIT, went to the residence of Naidu this
morning but the latter disliked meeting
him.Kolli Raghurami Reddy was
stripped of all posts and directed to re-
port in police headquarters on Wednes-
day. He also left without meeting
Naidu.Retired Additional DGP AB
Venkateswara Rao called on Naidu on
Thursday. Venkateswara Rao retired six
days ago. According to TDP sources,
several senior IASand IPSofficerstried
to talk to Chandrababu Naidu over
phone but Naidu expressed reluctance
totalk to them.According to sources, the
senior IAS and IPS officers, who ar-
rested many TDP leaders, registered
cases and earned a bad reputation as
ardent loyaliststotheruling Y SRCP, are
now worrying about their future TDP
sources said that Naidu held a meeting
with the newly elected MPs today.The
TDP Chief is going to Delhi to attend
the NDA meeting tomorrow, sources
added.
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