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In a recent, rather controversial
decision, the Supreme Court of
Indiagrantedinterim bail to Arvind
Kejriwal, the Chief Minister of Delhi,
so that he could campaign in the Lok
Sabah Elections.While this decision
may seem like a victory for Kejriwal,
it comes with significant costs that
could potentially impact his political
future, along with the judiciary’s
reputation.

Impact on the Judiciary
The cost that the Judiciary might

pay for this is somewhat better un-
derstood. The apex court's decision
has already sparked the debate on the
Judiciary’s ability to use discretion
arbitrarily. In this particular case of
Arvind Kejriwal, the Court may set a
precedent that politicians are a spe-
cial class of citizens.The court has
defended its decision by stating that
interim bail was granted based on the
specific facts of Kejriwal’s case, em-
phasizing that such decisions are not
that uncommon and should not be
seen as establishing a general rule for
all politicians. However, the criticism
remains that this decision could un-
dermine the perceived neutrality of
the judiciary. What is it about Arvind
Kejriwal, who himself is not stand-
ing in Lok Sabha Elections, that he
should get bail for campaigning, and,
say, Hemant Soren should not? Even
more pertinently, what is it about
Arvind Kejriwal that he should get
bail for campaigning while 75.8% of
total prisoners, a whopping 4,34,302
aam aadmis, remain in jail as
undertrials?This unprecedented deci-
sion has surely eroded the judiciary's
goodwill with the citizenry, and we
may see a significant strengthening
of the call for judicial reforms.

The Price Arvind Kejriwal may
need to pay

The common man languishing in
prison pays the price, and the Su-
preme Court's reputation suffers. But
what about Arvind Kejriwal himself?

His 21-day bail, amid an investiga-
tion where he allegedly destroyed 170
mobile phones, allows him to cam-
paign in the Lok Sabha elections, pre-
senting himself as a future prime min-
isterial candidate and overshadowing
other opposition leaders such as
Rahul Gandhi. This interim freedom,
visibility, and active participation, all
due to the largesse shown by SC, may
look like a win-win situation for him.
But is it?Not really. Arvind Kejriwal
may end up paying a potentially steep
price for this 21-day sojourn outside
prison. The first of these costs will
be related to future judicial chal-
lenges. Post-June 2, when Kejriwal
is required to surrender, obtaining
further bail could prove significantly
more difficult. With the decision of
SC in favour of interim bail, it is ap-
parent that SC had a softer outlook
towards him. If the interim bail had
not been given in between, there is a
high chance that SC, over a period of
time, would have given him regular
bail. And as with such regular bails,
he would not have to face prison
again until a judgment was delivered
and he got convicted. In other words,
his regular freedom would not have
been far.However, now under scru-
tiny, the SC may not be inclined to
consider his regular bail soon and
adopt a more cautious approach to
avoid accusations of bias. This could
mean a prolonged period of incar-
ceration for Kejriwal, similar to his
colleague Manish Sisodia, who has
been in jail for over a year in the same
liquor scam case. With the current
bail, Kejriwal also loses the opportu-

nity to demand bail to campaign in
the upcoming Delhi State Elections.
The SC cannot repeatedly grant bail
under similar circumstances. Conse-
quently, Kejriwal may be unable to
campaign in his own state election.
AAP, being a very Arvind Keriwal-
centric party, may well lose Delhi in
the process.

Delhi Government May be
Dismissed on 2nd June

The second cost that Arvind
Kejriwal may pay is the dismissal of
his government if he insists on retain-
ing CM ship despite being incarcer-
ated. As we all know, during his first
arrest, Kejriwal did not resign, main-
taining his position as Chief Minis-
ter. This led to an unprecedented situ-
ation and a paralyzed administration.
Given the uniqueness of the situation,
neither the court nor the central gov-
ernment could take any decisions on
the same. And we had a CM serving
from jail.However, this may not be
repeated. His upcoming surrender on
June 2, which is also post-elections,
allows the central government to con-
sider dismissing his government on
the grounds of incapacitation due to
imprisonment if he did not resign.
The central government is likely to
take this decision, as a paralyzed gov-
ernment in the capital is
untenable.Thus, while Kejriwal's in-
terim bail allows him to campaign
significantly, it casts a dark and com-
plex shadow on his and AAP's future.
The potential loss of the Delhi gov-
ernment, challenges in securing fu-
ture bail, and strategic complications
suggest that this “victory” comes with
significant potential pitfalls. As the
judiciary faces criticism for its deci-
sion, Kejriwal, too, may not emerge
unscathed from the repercussions.
The coming months will reveal
whether the short-term gains of this
campaigning period were worth the
long-term costs that Kejriwal and the
AAP might incur.

The high price Arvind Kejriwal may pay for interim 'campaigning' bail

New Delhi: The Chief Justice of In-
dia is the head of the Supreme Court
and allocates cases and appoints con-
stitutional benches which deal with
important matters of law among other
major responsibilities.CJI
Dhananjaya Yeshwant (DY)
Chandrachud is the current Chief Jus-
tice of India; he was appointed on No-
vember 9, 2022 and will retire in
November, 2024 after a two-year ten-
ure. According to seniority, it is Jus-
tice Sanjiv Khanna, who is next-in-
line to become the Chief Justice of
India, after the retirement of CJI DY
Chandrachud. Currently the senior-
most judge in the Supreme Court,
Justice Sanjiv Khanna has recently
been in the news for granting interim
bail toDelhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal in the Delhi Excise Policy
Case, in which he was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED). Know
all about Justice Sanjiv Khanna...

Who Will Be The Next Chief
Justice Of India?

As mentioned earlier, CJI DY
Chandrachud will be retiring in No-
vember this year and as the tradition
goes, the senior-most judge of the
apex court becomes the Chief Justice

of India. As per seniority, Justice
Sanjiv Khanna is set to become the
next CJI; according to the Constitu-
tion of India, if not removed from
position, the Chief Justice retires on
reaching the age of 65 and according
to this, Justice Sanjiv Khanna, if be-
comes the CJI, will retire in May,
2025. He may get a tenure of about
six months.

Justice Sanjiv Khanna Educa-
tional Qualifications

Justice Sanjiv Khanna was born on
May 14, 1960 hails from New Delhi;
his father Justice Dev Raj Khanna re-
tired as a judge of Delhi High Court
and his mother Mrs Saroj Khanna was
a Hindi lecturer at LSR, DU. Justice
Sanjiv Khanna did his schooling from
Modern School in New Delhi and
completed his school education in
1977 and after schooling, the Su-
preme Court judge did his graduation
from St Stephen's College, University
of Delhi. Post graduation, Justice
Sanjiv Khanna studied law at the
Campus Law Centre (CLC) of Fac-
ulty of Law, University of Delhi.

Justice Sanjiv Khanna Career
Path

Justice Sanjiv Khanna belonged to

a family of lawyers and judges; while
is father retired as a Delhi High Court
judge, his uncle, Justice Hans Raj
Khanna was a former judge of the Su-
preme Court and famously delivered
the lone dissenting judgement in the
ADM Jabalpur v. Shiv Kant Shukla
Case, more popularly known as the
Habeas Corpus Case. He was super-
seded by Justice MH Beg to the of-
fice of CJI and in protest, he resigned
in 1977. Coming back to Justice Sanj
iv Khanna, he enrolled into the Bar
as an advocate in the Bar Council of
Delhi in 1983. Justice Sanjiv Khanna
became an additional judge of the Del
hi High Court in June, 2005 and a per
manent judge of the Delhi HC in Feb,
2006. He was elevated to the Supre
me Court of India in January, 2019.

Justice Sanjiv Khanna Mile-
stone Cases

As an advocate, Justice Sanjiv
Khanna has practiced in the fields of
constitutional law, arbitration and
commercial matters, direct taxes,
company and land law, pollution laws
and medical negligence. According
to the official website of the Supreme
Court, "He had also argued a num-
ber of criminal cases in the Delhi

High Court as an Additional Public
Prosecutor, and on appointment by
the Court as an amicus curia."As a
judge, most recently, Justice Sanjiv
Khanna was part of the two-judge
bench with Justice Dipankar Datta,
which granted interim bail to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, who
had been behind bars for over 50 days
in the Delhi Excise Policy Case; the
AAP Supremo was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED). Apart
from this case, Justice Khanna also
passed a judgement dismissing the
plea seeking cross-verification of
votes case in EVMs with VVPAT.
Justice Sanjiv Khanna has also been
part of multiple cases that were taken
up by the five-judge Constitution
Bench headed by CJI DY
Chandrachud.

Meet Justice Sanjiv Khanna, Next Chief Justice Of India After CJI DY Chandrachud Retirement

Infosys founder NR Narayana
Murthy said that there is an urgent need
to revamp of "archaic rules" which stop
the contribution of shares by entrepre-
neurs to academic institutions. Entrepre-
neurs have shares rather than ample
capital in their startups' early stages, he
said on the sidelines of Infosys Science
Foundation's media briefing."We have
to change some of the archaic rules. For
example, even today, an entrepreneur
cannot donate shares," he said as he was
asked whether enough is being done by
the alumni and the industry for aca-
demic institutions.Infosys co-founder
Kris Gopalakrishnan said, "More is
needed... Look at the US universities,
MIT, Harvard, Stanford, etc. They get
endowments in billions of dollars. To-
day, our institutions primarily depend
on government funding, I would like to
see equal funding, I want to see more
industry participation."Talking about
his wife Sudha Murthy's 1995 attempt
to donate ?4.5 crore to the Indian Insti-
tute of Science, Bengaluru, Narayana
Murthy said that the amount could have
been valued at ?3,000 crore as of today
if the rules been different."Lots of in-
novations are taking place in the cor-
porate world, they are needed even in
academic institutions," he said. He also
talked about the time when he wanted
to donate shares to his alma mater IIT
Kanpur in the late 1990s. He said, "That
time none of us had any money, only
thing we had was shares. They wanted
us to give only money, not shares. If
only they had accepted shares, if they
had kept it."

Infosys' Narayana Murthy wants this
rule at education institutions to change
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Senior Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Tuesday dismissed
BJP's allegations that the Gandhi
family visits Amethi and Raebareli
only during elections, saying there
was not an iota of truth in the
claim.On Sunday, Union home min-
ister Amit Shah launched a blistering
attack on the Congress party accus-
ing them of neglecting the two high-
profile constituencies after securing
victory in previous elections."After
winning, how many times did Sonia
Gandhi and her family come to see
you? Sonia Gandhi usually has health
issues but what about Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi? There have been
several unfortunate incidents in the
constituency in the past few years but
did the Gandhi family ever turn up?"
Shah said at a rally in
Raebareli."There is not an iota of
truth in this," Priyanka Gandhi said
in a strong rebuttal, accusing Union

home minister Amit Shah of moni-
toring the activities of women, re-
ported The Times of India."Amit
Shah is known for keeping an eye on
who does what, when and where, es-
pecially women. A few days ago I
went to see my daughter in Thailand
and he made a reference to this in an
election meeting," TOI quoted
Priyanka as saying."Yes, I did go to
Thailand, but will he tell how he got
to know of this? And when he keeps
all the information, why does he have
to lie?" she added.Earlier she had

listed several projects completed by
the Congress, including the rail coach
factory and AIIMS in Uttar Pradesh's
Raebareli."Congress gave Ganga
bridge, a rail coach factory, AIIMS,
NIFT, FDDI, a 4-lane from Lucknow
to Raebareli, ring road, five National
Highways. We opened a motor driv-
ing school, they closed it, we opened
spice park, they closed it, we started
AIIMS, they closed it, 8 flyovers,
help through MPLADS during Covid
pandemic, railway washing line,
modification of railway stations, 10
railway underpass, road construction
using central funds from Raebareli to
Dalmau among others. What did they
do for Raebareli?" the Congress
leader said.Priyanka Gandhi has been
spearheading Congress's election
campaign in Amethi and
Raebareli.Raebareli constituency
goes to the polls on May 20 in the
fifth phase.

'How did Amit Shah get to know?': Priyanka Gandhi on mother-daughter meet in Thailand

The Congress on Wednesday prom-
ised to double the quantity offree ration
provided by the NDAgovernment to the
poor if the INDIA bloc is voted to
power.Notably, the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment provides five kilograms of ra-
tions to the poor every month under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Package."You are giving 5 kg, if INDIA
bloc government is formed, we will give
10 kg of rations to the poor," said Con-
gress President Mallikarjun Kharge.The
BJP, on the other hand, accused Kharge
of making "false promises" to win Lok
Sabha elections."Kharge is lying," se-
nior BJP leader Arjun Ram Meghwal.
"They want to come to power by mak-
ing false promises. The people will not
forgive them and believe in what they
say."However, will increasing the quan-
tity of free rations help the poor or is it
a ploy to lure voters? India Today TV
spoke to Reetika Khera, Professor of
Economics at IIT Delhi, and Professor
Sanjay Kumar, co-director of Lokniti,
to throw more light on the
issue.Participating in the prime time
News Today debate on India Today TV
with Consulting Editor Rajdeep
Sardesai, Professor Reetika Khera said
she was surprised by the promise of an
additional 5 kg ration by Kharge. She
also said that instead of focusing on
quantity, the focus should be on the
quality of ration now."I am not a big fan

of putting more resources into provid-
ing more food grain alone. It made a lot
of sense during the Covid lockdown
when there was very widespread dis-
tress. But right now, I feel the push
should be towards more nutritious
foods. And therefore, I think the prom-
ise of dal and oil is quite important,"
Professor Khera said.She said she found
the Congress manifesto "much stronger
than the BJP's on issues of social
policy"."We were not very happy with
the Food Security Act that the UPA gov-
ernment brought in 2013, because they
did not provide for dal and oil. Whereas
now in their manifesto, they've prom-
ised dal and oil. And another big gap in
the Food Security Act was the lack of
community kitchens, like Amma Can-
teens in Tamil Nadu and Indira Canteens
in Karnataka. That has been included
in the 2024 manifesto. So just those two
things alone, I think, are very notewor-
thy manifesto promises," she said.When
asked whether voters will be swayed by
the free ration promises, Professor
Sanjay Kumar said the BJP's scheme did
have an impact during the last
elections."When we talk about the free
ration, we do get a sense from the stud-
ies which we have done that it has made
a huge impact on how the poor and the
lower class voters have voted in the re-
cent past. We see the BJP making huge
inroads among the poor voters. If we

look at the voters in terms of different
classes, if we look at how poor sections
of voters voted for BJP in 2014 and
2019, and the pre-poll surveys which
we did just before the election, it has
made a huge impact," said Professor
Kumar."The BJP has been able to make
huge inroads among the poor sections
of the society. So that the free ration
scheme is appealing to one section of
the people," he added.When asked if the
voters are swayed more by promises
such as free rations or by Hindu-Mus-
lim politics, Professor Kumar said there
are takers for both."It (Hindu-Muslim)
has little appeal among the poor sections
of the people, but when you talk about
the educated urban middle class, this is
a very appealing factor for them. So it's
a twin issue which appeals to two dif-
ferent sections of voters," he said.

Free ration promise need of poor or ploy to lure voters? Experts speak

Patna (Bihar) [India]:  Taking potshots
at Congress leader Rahul Gandhi for mov-
ing around with a copy of the Constitution,
BJP national president JP Nadda said that
he "does not know" about the educational
qualifications of the former Congress chief
but advised him to "at least read the
Constitution."His remarks came in the
backdrop of the Congress leader often hold-
ing a copy of the Constitution in his public
rallies. The former Congress chief has al-
leged that the BJP if it comes to power af-
ter the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, will at-
tempt to 'rewrite' the Constitution."Rahul
Gandhi is moving around with a copy of
the Constitution. I don't know about his
educational qualifications. At least read the
Constitution. Baba Saheb Ambedkar has
said that there could be no reservation based
on religion. And (Prime Minister Narendra)
Modi ji has said, 'As long as he is alive and
the BJP party is there, no one can lay hands
on the reservation of the Dalits, Adivasis,
and others'," Nadda said.The BJP chief was
addressing a public meeting in Bihar's

Motihari.He also hit out at Rashtriya Janata
Dal Chief Lalu Prasad Yadav."'Lalu ji ne
chara khaya ya nahi...Naukari kai badlai
zameen hadpi ya nahi' (was not Lalu in-
volved in the fodder scam? Grabbed land
in exchange for jobs). Do you need such
jobs in exchange for the lands of the
poor?.. .," the BJP chief asked the
gathering."RJD means 'Rishwatkhori
Jungleraj Daldal'... Those (RJD) who say
that we will provide jobs are saying it as
PM Modi has started the politics of the re-
port card... The Congress party is not a party
but a party that does corruption...," he
added.Lashing out at Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, who is out on interim bail
in an excise policy case, Nadda said, "Has
Arvind Kejriwal not done a liquor and drug
scam? He is out on bail till June 1. Will he
not go back to jail on June 2? Isn't Manish
Sisodia in jail? They have a relationship
between jail and bail."Union Minister and
BJP candidate from Begusarai, Giriraj
Singh, told reporters in Patna, "Former
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi

Yadav is nervous...We will not allow 'jungle
raj' (lawlessness)...We have leaders like
(Prime Minister) Narendra Modi, Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, Deputy Chief
Minister of Bihar Samrat Choudhary, and
Rashtriya Lok Samta Party leader Upendra
Kushwaha. That's why they are
afraid."Earlier in the day, Lok Janshakti
Party National President and party candi-

date from Bihar's Hajipur, Chirag Paswan,
told reporters that there is "no unity" in the
INDI alliance."If Tejashwi (Yadav) has to
use the name of our Chief Minister for elec-
toral gains, it clearly shows that they are so
weak without our Chief Minister...By us-
ing the name of CM they (RJD) are attempt-
ing to improve their position by creating
confusion...The public knows how strong
our National Democratic Alliance is...There
is no unity in the INDI alliance..."Bihar,
which has 40 Lok Sabha seats, is witness-
ing polling in seven phases.In the 2019
general elections, the BJP-led NDA swept
the state by winning 39 out of 40 seats,
while Congress won just one seat. RJD
failed to open its account.The 2024 Lok
Sabha elections are being held in seven
phases in a six-week marathon running
from April 19- June 1.Polling for the first
four phases was held on April 19, April 26,
May 7 and May 13, respectively.The next
round of voting will be held on May 20.
The counting and results will be declared
on June 4.

"Do not know his educational qualifications": BJP Chief JP Nadda asks Rahul Gandhi 'atleast read' Constitution

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) can-
not make an arrest once a special court takes
cognisance of a complaint the federal
agency filed under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), the Supreme
Court ruled on Thursday.In a significant
judgment that imposes severe restrictions
on the detention of an accused booked un-
der money laundering charges, the top court
further declared that an accused, who is not
arrested by ED during a probe but appears
before the special court pursuant to sum-
mons issued, does not need to satisfy the
stringent twin test for bail under Section
45 of the PMLA.Section 45 of the PMLA
stipulates that the public prosecutor must
be given an opportunity to oppose the bail
application of the accused. Furthermore, it
requires the court to be convinced that there
are reasonable grounds to believe the ac-
cused is not guilty and is not likely to com-
mit any offense while on bail. These con-
ditions generally make it challenging for
an accused in a money laundering case to
secure bail."If the accused appears before
the special court by summons, it cannot be
treated that he is in custody," a bench of
justices AS Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan held.
Therefore, the court added, such a person
does not need to satisfy the twin conditions
for bail under Section 45 of the PMLA.The
bench further clarified that if ED seeks cus-
tody of an accused who appears after be-
ing summoned, it must apply to the con-
cerned court."If the ED wants custody of
the accused after the person appears fol-
lowing summons, the ED can get custody
after application to the special court. The
court will only grant custody with reasons
satisfying that custodial interrogation is
needed," justice Oka read out from the op-
erative part of the judgment announced in
open court.The verdict arose from a case
questioning whether an accused in a money
laundering case must meet the stringent
twin-test for bail when the special court has
taken cognizance of the offense.The Su-
preme Court had reserved its judgment on
April 30. The bench examined whether ED
can arrest a person under Section 19 of the
PMLA after the trial court has taken cog-
nisance of the agency's complaint.It also
dealt with the issue of whether an accused
not arrested during the investigation period
under the PMLA would be required to meet
the stringent bail conditions if they appear
before the court after the trial court sum-
mons them.The court also deliberated on
whether the accused could apply for bail
under the regular provisions of the Code
of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) if they ap-
pear pursuant to a summons issued by the
special court under the PMLA.The legal
questions in the case stemmed from a
Punjab and Haryana high court order that
denied pre-arrest bail to several accused in
a money laundering case linked to an al-
leged land scam involving revenue offi-
cials. The Supreme Court had granted in-
terim protection to the accused in January.
Senior advocate Sidharth Luthra repre-
sented the accused in the case. Additional
solicitor general SV Raju appeared for
ED.In November 2017, the Supreme Court
had struck down Section 45(1) of the
PMLA to the extent it imposed two addi-
tional conditions for granting bail to
money-laundering accused. This provision
was later revived by the Centre with amend-
ments to the PMLA.

ED can't arrest after court takes cognisance
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