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Congress's strategy is becoming clear.
The scary implications for India are not
likely to be felt in 2024 but who knows
what can t‘tezﬂpen by 2029?Events of the
past few weeks have made the grand game
plan clear tous. The TLDR versionisthis:
get afirm lock on minority (read Muslim)
votes. Use that as a lever to force other
dynasts into Rneldl ng seats. Try adding a
percentage of Hindu votes using the | eftist
propagandaecosystem and blatant lies.You

may recall Akhilesh Yadav's original uni-
lateral offer of 11 seats to Congress. And
thiswas hardly amonth ago. You could
it was al part of the usual drama that all
artiesand alliancesdo. But it waslessthan
alf of what Congress was expecting.
Yadav had also made alot of anti-Congress
noises and mocking remarks about caste
census etc., inthe past, especially after the
olls.Then a set of interesting events
unfo ded. The President of All IndiaMus-
lim Jamaat, aBarelvi Sunni outfit, Maulana
Shahbuddin Rizvi, wrote aletter with two
interesting remarks. That 98% of the Mus-
lims voted SP in 2022 pollsSP is not giv-
ing enough seatsto Congressfor 2024 GE,
thereby strengthening the BJP.Arfa
Khanum Sherwani, a Wire "journalist” of
the"ldeology hasntchanged strategy has'
fame pitched in with her "activism” too.
Doi ng even better than the Maulana, she
said "Samajwadi Party which received al-
most all of Muslim votesin the last assem-
bly elections in UP decided not to nomi-
nate even asingle Muslim out of three seats
in the Rajya Sabha".Clearly, the pressure
was on Akhilesh Yadav from the ecosys-
tem. If you need our continued 98-100%
support, give in. If not, lose our votes. |
have picked two examples but you can
come across several others that fit the pat-
tern. He caved in, offering 17. Time will
tell how many Congressm | win.Thesame

Wt Mara A

Weeks after the Varanasi district
court allowed the Hindu side to offer
prayers in the southern cellar of
Gyanvapi mosque, Syed vodcast |,
Dewan and Sgjjada Nasheen of the
Ajmer Sharif Dargah said that the
Mathura and Kashi temple disputes
should be settled out of
court.“Mathura and Kashi’s issue is
sub judice before the court, so one
cannot comment on this. Wewant this
Issue to be solved outside the court.
This will be the best thing for both
sides (Hindu-Mudlim), and with this,
there will be peace between both
sides,” Abedin said, speaking
Friday.The Dewan of Ajmer Sharif
Dargah reasoned that if the court gave
any judgement, one side would lose

New Delhi: External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar on Friday said arriving
at an equilibrium and maintaining it is
going to be one of the 'biggest chal-
lenges for India-China ties even as he
asserted that theimmediateissue at hand
was Beijing's departure from laid down
normstriggering the border row in east-
ern Ladakh.In an interactive session at
the Raisina Dialogue, he cautioned
against Chinas 'mind game' to restrict
theissuesunder the bilateral framework
and said India must not forgo its rights
to harness other factorsin the world to
get better terms on an equilibrium.On
the economic front, the external affairs
minister said there would be a period
when the Chinese economy will beflat-
tening out and Indiawill begrowing and
referred to projections by Goldman
Sachsthat suggested that by 2075, both
countries could end up as $50 trillion
plus economies.Jaishankar said India
should be confident enough to 'lever-
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trick will be repeated in stateswhereit will
work given the demographics and state of
play.The most mterestl ng thing about these
two remarks, made by people who know
India's polltlcs and their community fairly
well, isthis. If anyone outside the left-1s-
lamist ecosystem says Muslims vote as a
block or in unison, they are bigots, Sanghis,
and anti-Muslims. "Experts' then cite"sta-
tistics' to show that like everyone else,
Muslims too vote in complex ways. If you
think about it, thisisexactly how thetemple
destruction of Islamist era was handled.
Leftists and their army of historians will
deny it happened and the Ilamistswill brag
about it and threaten more the same. Here
we have lslamists bragging that practicall
everyone voted for one party and demand-
ing their pound of flesh, while leftists will
ﬁrow de cover fire to deny it ever
ened.Be that as it may, let us turn to
the other implication of this. Through his
consistent anti-Hindu, pro-Muslim rheto-
ric and divisive, communal politics, Con-
gress under Rahul Gandhi (or shall WesaK
Sitaram Yechuri), has obtained afirm loc
on Muslim votes. Or it thinks it has. Now
thetrick isto fool enough Hindusinto vot-
ing for them on freebies, false promises,
usual divide and rule caste tricks, and gen-
erous help from George Soros, extended
Stalmlst eft prop anda ecosystem.This
"vote bank" is now being used to squeeze
and literally blackmail other dynasts into
yielding seats or risk losing their main sup-
port plank and fall into the abyss. As| have
mentioned earlier, most regional dynastsare
happy with the takings in their own states
and have no magor national ambitions. They
know their aukat. To lose even that would
be an existential crisis. Throwing away a
few more seatsfor the GE is no big deal.It
will be interesting to see if TMC under
Mamata Banerjee will be immune to this

or will aso fal in line. She owns the mi-
nority votethereand in many waysisapio-
neer. To befair to her she hasnot been overt
with her hatred towards Hinduism unlike
Rahul and some of his minions. She just
corralsthe minoritiesinto a safe vote bank
and does it well. Depends on what she
thinks the minorities will do — stick to her
or switch sidesto Congress. If she suspects
the latter, she will also quietly surrender,
asAkhilesh did. Because amass mi gration
to the CONLEFT continuum will essen-
tially finish her career. Thisis more so af -
ter the horrendous Sandeshkali
incidents. Thistoo clever by half play with
nothi n%but the resumption of the UPA oot
eraas the goal and scorched earth as atac-
ticif it fails, isobviously dangerousfor the
nation and has already resulted in counter
polarisation and increased
communalisation of the public space. Even
if it succeeds, it can only result in blatantly
Hmduphoblc policies of the sort we are
seeing in Congress states and increased
demandsfor religion-based concessions. A
recipe for disaster. But |et us set that aside
tolook at electoral possibilities.For theM
2024 polls, chancesarethe Modi wavewill
carr BJPthrough evenif it takesahit here
or there. Of course, anything can happen
but you could say this is the consensus of
the day. But what about |onger-term pros-
pects? After al, Rahul Gandhi is two de-
cades younger than Modi. Are we
doomed? can only see a few things that
can potentially defeat this devious game
lan of the shehzade.One is, Muslims, at
east a significant percentage of them, see
through the game and wake up. | have said
thisbefore—they have been taken for fools
and their interests are exactly the same as
everyoneelse's. Modi isdelivering on them
at arate much faster than others. Plus they
don't have the same agenda asthe Stalinist
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and thiswould lead to bitterness be-
tween both sides. “ Otherwise, if the
court gives any judgement on this,
then that judgement will bein favour
of any one side, only leading to bit-
terness on the other side, Why do
so?’ Abedin said.Abedin also
stressed that religion and politics can-
not be made separate from one an-
other, asit was argued by noted Brit-
ish writer Desmond Shawe in 1957,
he said. “All kings had a spiritual
head. He used to make decisions con-
sulting the spiritual head. Today a
new trend has started on mixing up
religion and politics. Gorakhpur
Press is famous countrywide.ln the
1957 edition of Sri Kalyan, on pages
771-772, Desmond Shawe says that

age' the international system to create
the 'best possible outcome'.Hisremarks
came when asked whether there would
be a settling point between China and
India and would the two countries fi-
nally find an equilibrium or a balance
intheir frosty relations."Hereistheim-
mediate issue which is: From the late
1980s, we had an understanding on the
border precisely because it suited both
of us. Now there was a departure after

if poI|t|CS|smadedev0|d of rellglon
and vice-versa, both cannot exist in
Isolation,” he said. Earlier in Febru-
ary, the Allahabad High Court com-
pleted the hearing and reserved its

ind s ol b e llshankar 0 Chind s apone vl

amost 30 years. A departure on their
side in terms of how they behaved on
the border. And there was a pushback
from our side," he said."l think arriv-
ing at an equilibrium, then maintaining
those and refreshing those is going to
be one of the biggest challengesfor both
countries. It isnot going to be easy," he
noted.The external affairs minister said
'mind games' will be played which
would bethat it is'just between the two
of us."The other 190 odd countries do
not exist in our relationship. That will
be the mind game which will be played.
| do not think we should play it," he
said."Because if there are other factors
out therein the world which can be har-
nessed by me to get better terms on an
equilibrium, then why should I forgo
that right," he said."Today, when | say
think through your own solution, do not
give another country, whichisclearly a
competitive country, a veto over our
policy choices. Unfortunately, in the

"l
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ear Congress strategy

left and some corrupt dynasts — the com-
plete destruction of Hinduism. Their goals
are more pragmatic and utilitarian. | find
the comments made by Hasan Suroor inhis
most recent article interesti ng — they con-
firm what | suspected. Modi's pasmanda
outreach, if followed through by RSS and
others at the ground level can accelerate
this process. | sincerely hope they do. Be-
cause the other option, listed below, isfar
worse. If they pull it off, al bets are off
and Dynastswill havenolegto stand on. It
will beim deSSI bleto reverse course —they
have paddied too far up the hate-Hindu-
cheat Muslim creek.Second is, that some-
one with a national mindshare presence,
similar ambitions, and age on hisside beats
Rahul Gandhi at his own game by doing it
slightly better. Yes, | am talking about
Keriwal here. If you notice the recent seat-
sharing drama, Yugpurush has been clev-
erly leveraging his current strength to add
to thekitty In stateswhere he thinks he has
afuture. And clearly us a%Congressasthe
useful idiots that WI|| enable the same. He
also knows the media ecosystem is con-
trolled by the CONLEFT continuum and
he has no way of replicating that. His ev-
ery move is a play on his strength and a

step to add moreto it. My past articles will
make clear | hold no briefs for this anar-
chist charlatan but the point hereis he has
a chance.The third is of course, more of
what has &l ready been happening —counter-
polarisation to a point where this tactic
completely loses all relevance. The shrill
noise from the | eft ecosystem and the vis-
ceral anti-Modi hate shown by the Pol potist
left's activist cabal and the keennessto di-
videon casteand regional linesreflectsthis
fear. Although arithmetic is different in
each constituency, overal if say, 60% of
80% decide to vote one way, the rest don't
really matter.
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order in an appeal moved by the
Anjuman Intezamia Masgjid Com-
mittee challenging the Varanas Dis-
trict Court order that allowed the
Hindu side to offer prayers in the
southern cellar of Gyanvapi
mosque.On January 31, the Varanas
district court allowed the Hindu side
to offer prayersin the southern cellar
of Gyanvapi mosque. The court di-
rected the Varanasi district magistrate
to make arrangements within seven
daysfor ‘puja to be performed by the
Hindu sideand apujari (priest) nomi-
nated by Shri Kashi Vishwanath
Temple Trust. After the order of the
court, “puj@’ and “aarti” were per-
formed in the early hours on Thurs-

past that has happened from time-to-
time," he said.Talking about the two
economies, Jaishankar said the Chinese
started off 'earlier and much more in-
tensively and robustly' than India
did."But it isin the nature of thingsthat
at some stage everybody flattens out.
So therewill be a period when they will
be flattening out and we will be grow-
ing," hesaid."l am not in denial of what
the numbers today suggest. But if one
looksfor an examplein Goldman Sachs
predictions which is that we will both
really by around 2075 end up as $50
trillion plus economies and will be the
two closest to each other," hesaid." The
international version of that issue will
be -- if both of us are moving vis-a-vis
each other and vis-a-vistheworld, how
do we construct an equilibrium; that
Therewill be occasionswhen oneor the
other would want to do something to
press home a particular advantage and
the other would resist it," he said.
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Mamata Banerjee on Thursday blamed
the BJP for the violence during Ram
Navami celebrations at Rejinagar in
Murshidabad district on Wednesday and
questioned the transfer of a senior police
officer days before from the region by the
Election Commission. Addressing an elec-
tion campaign raly at Islampur in North
Dingjpur, the chief minister said: "The BJP
has perpetrated violencein aplanned man-
ner. They attacked minorities and several
people sustained head injuries. Altogether,
19 persons were injured. A police officer
was also injured. How can the BJP take out
aprocession with arms, despite specific or-
ders from the judiciary."Ahead of Ram
Navami which was cel ebrated on Wednes-
day, the chief minister had time and again
said the saffron ecosystem was planning to
trigger violence during the religious
event.On Thursday, she was critical of the
EC for shunting out M ukesh as the deputy
inspector general of the Murshidabad
range." Just before Ram Navami, the DIG,
who knew the (M urshidabad) district well,
was transferred. It is a sensitive area. The
BJP orchestrated the attack and now, its
leaders are resorting to theatrics. Even in
Howrah, BJP |leaders were carrying arms
in processions. Why won't they be ar-
rested?' asked the chairperson of the
Trinamool Congress. The Murshidabad dis-
trict has a Muslim population of over 70
per cent. Mamata, observers said, istrying
to draw their support to trounce Bengal
Congress president Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury on his home turf of
Behrampore and other Congress-L eft can-
didates in the district.At the public meet-
ing in Islampur, Imran Ali Ramz, the Con-
gress candidate contesting from the Raiganj
seat, also came under fire from
Mamata." The Congress candidate here is
contesting with the sole purpose of divid-
ing minority votes to put Trinamool under
pressure. Heisdoing so to help the BJP....
| would urge you not to vote for him as
both the Congress and the Left are work-
ing in cahoots with the BJP," said

Mamata. The North Dingjpur district has a

minority population of around 50 per cent.
Ramz's presence in the poll fray has put
Trinamool under pressure in the constitu-
ency which it has never won.Mamata also
launched a broadside against actor-turned-

politician Mithun Chakraborty who has

been extensively campaigning in north
Benga for the BJP"I had sent Mithun to
Rajya Sabha as an MP. But he eventually
turned out to be atraitor and bowed before
the RSS in Mumbai to secure the interests
of his family. He clams himself to be a
'sevak (servitor)' of the BJP now," said the
chief minister.The Trinamool chief said the
BJP might engage central agenciesto dis-
tribute money among voters in border ar-
eas. "l want to warn agencies like the BSF
and the NIA.... The BJP will not be there
with you throughout your life," she
said.Later in the day, Mamata addressed a
rally at Harirampur in South Dingjpur.
Harirampur isin the Balurghat Lok Sabha
segment where state BJP president Sukanta
Maumdar is in the fray for the second
time."BJP |eaders claimed that we had done
nothing for Balurghat airport. Who gavethe
land and funds for the airport then? They
are lying. (Narendra) Modi's guarantee
means the guarantee to close down every-
thing like they have stopped providing
funds under central schemes to us," said
the chief minister."If Modi wins, it will be
the last election in India. They will force
peopleto leavethe country or €l se, they will
put theminjail," she added.

Certificate hope

Sukurmani Hansda, a resident of
Palbhabanipur village in Harirampur of
South Dinajpur, met Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday and requested her to see that the
administration issued her a "handicapped
certificate".Hansda, along with some other
women, joined Mamata on the dais for a
dance. The homemaker has an old prob-
lem in one of her legs."l applied for the
certificate several times at the panchayat
and the block levels but didn't get one. To-
day, | told Didi and she immediately asked
Mosharaf Hossain (the Itahar MLA) and
(state education) minister Bratya Basu to
look into the issue. | hope | will get the
certificate soon," she said.
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KudostoK onaRaghupati'snomination

Royal Journalism ( Bapatla) Apr
19 : Kona Raghupathi said that he
should vote for Bapatla after seeing
the development. On Friday, YCP
Bapatla constituency LegidativeAs-
sembly candidate Kona Raghupathi

and Parliament seat candidate |

Nandigam Suresh filed their nomina-
tion papers. Kona Raghupati started
his nomination process from
Seetharamanjaneya Rice Mill at
SrinivasaTheater intown. Theentire
premises of that rice mill was
crowded with the Kona army. Kona
Raghupati ﬁ articipated in the celebra-
tionswith them. A festive atmosphere
prevails in Bapatla town with mela
talas, harshadwans and firecrackers.
The Konarally started from that area
and K ona Raghupathi and Nandigam
Suresh reached the old bus stand cen-
ter via the local clock pillar. About
25,000 people participated in this
rally and it is remarkable that a ma-
lbonty of themwerewomen. At theold

us stand, their fans felicitated the
two candidates by garlanding them
and expressed their support. After-
wards Kona Raghupathi filed his
nomination in the local Mandal
Tehsildar office from there. He was
accompanied by Nandigam Suresh,
KonaVenkat, KonaNikhil, and Kona
Ramadevi. Similarly, Nandigam
Suresh filed his nomination in the
local collectorate. Kona Raghupathi
|ssur? to win ahat-trick for the third
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Royal Journallsm ( Bapatla) Apr 19
. District SP Vakul Jindal has directed
the police officialsto keep vigil on mis-
behaving people and rowdy sheeters. As
the process of nominations for assem-
bly and parliament constituencies in
Bapatla district has started from April
18, police officers and staff organized
rallies of candidates of political parties
on Friday, April 19, on the way to RO
offices, to ensure that the nomination
filing process of political party candi-
dates goes smoothly in acalm environ-
ment without any untoward incidents,

i

As voting in the first phase of Lok
Sabha polls began on Friday morning,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged
the people, especially young and first-
time voters to exercise their franchise
in large numbers.The Prime Minister
wrote the post on X in six languages -
English, Hindi, Tamil, Marathi, Bengali
and Assamese. He said that every vote
and every voice mattered in
elections." The 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions commence today! As 102 seats
across 21 statesand UTsgo to the polls,
| urge all those voting in these seats to
exercise their franchise in record num-
bers. | particularly call upon the young
and first-time voters to vote in large
numbers. After al, every vote counts
and every voice matters!" he
tweeted.Voting for thefirst phase of Lok
Sabha elections began in 102 seats
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t| me, and the people of the town who
nominated Kona are discuss ng that
he will get aplace in the state minis-
terial category in the coming period.
Speaking on the occasion, Kona
Raghupathi said that we have been
able to provide welfare to every
household during this five-year rule
inthe state. He sard that theY CPgov-
ernment has worked for the devel op-
ment and welfare of everyone from
farmers to drivers. Jagan Mohan
Reddy's government isthe only gov-
ernment that has stood by the farm-
ers by setting up Rythu Bharosa
Kendras to provide assurance to the

farmers from the time the seed is f=

sown to the point of providing them

with an affordable price. Smilarly, he o« ' .
Bapatla &

IS credited with developi ng
sai

like never before. He that the

construction of wide roads in the §

town is only a part of the develop—

dulenaile

Additional SP T.P. made security ar-
rangements at the  district
collector%ypu%s office. Vithaleshwar
himself examined and made several
suggestions to the authorities. On this
occasion, the District SP said that since
the process of nhominations has started
from Thursday, the police officers and
staff working at the RO offices in the
district should be vigilant. Only three
vehicles belonging to the candidate
should be alowed within 100 meters of
the RO office. Only four persons along
with the candidate should be allowed
in the office to file the nomination at
the RO. The officers were ordered to
take stepsto ensurethat the armed PSOs
who come to protect the candidates
should not be allowed into the RO of-
fice and they should also wait outside
the office. If the candidates belonging
to maor political parties have the op-
portunity to go to the RO office asral-
lies to file nominations, they should
check the permission documents ob-

s

spread across 21 states and Union Ter-
ritories at 7 am today. Polling is being
held on all seats in Tamil Nadu (39),
Uttarakhand (5), Arunachal Pradesh (2),
Meghalaya (2), Andaman and Nicobar
Islands (1), Mizoram (1), Nagaland (1),
Puducherry (1), Sikkim (1) and
L akshadweep (1).Besides, there is vot-

coming period, parks will be con-
structed along with drainage system
and connecti n? roads. He said that the
entire statewill look towards Bapatla
asanideal area. He said that the credit
of making Bapatla a district is only
his, no matter how much criticism
anyone makes, the truth will not
change. He said that the dream of a
medical college during the time of
Kona Prabhakara Rao and Muppa
laneni Sesh?jglrl Rao, today the Jagan
Mohan Reddy government will build
a medical college and hospital at a
cost of 540 crore rupees and a stable
position will be established for
Bapatlain medical services. Hewants
to vote for him again in the coming
elections and win for the third time
and stand with him to lead Bapatla
constituency in the path of develop-
ment. Similarly, he asked Nandigam
Suresh to vote for the Bapatla parlia-
mentary seat and make him win.
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tained from the concerned authorities.
Strict legal action should be taken
against the candidates of any politica
party who hold rallies without proper
permission from the officials. During
thetimewhen political party candidates
areholding rallies, they should take pre-
emptive measures so that the common
people do not face any problems and
the traffic is not disturbed. Strong pre-
emptive measures should be taken to
ensure that no untoward incidents take
place in the nomination process which
will be held till 25th of this month. Po-
lice officials have been directed to keep
vigil on misbehaving persons and
rowdy sheeters
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ing in 12 seats in Rajasthan, eight in
Uttar Pradesh, six in Madhya Pradesh,
five seats each in Assam and
Maharashtra, four in Bihar, three in
West Bengal, two in Manipur, and one
seat each in Tripura, Jammu and Kash-
mir, and Chhattisgarh.Simultaneously,
assembly elections are being held in
Arunachal Pradesh (60 seats) and
Sikkim (32 seats).In the first phase of
Lok Sabha polls, over 16.63 crore
people are eligible to cast their vote.
Thisincludes 35.67 lakh first-time vot-
ers, 3.51 crore young voters in the age
group of 20-29, and 11,371 from the
third gender.While the BJP-led NDA is
seeking a third successive term under
PM Modi, the Opposition is hoping for
achangein fortune as they are contest-
ing the polls forming an umbrella ali-
ance, INDIA.
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