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The BJP-led central government
commended former prime minister PV
Narasimha Rao and his then finance
minister, Manmohan Singh, for their
pivotal roles in initiating economic
liberalisation and opening up the Indian
economy in 1991. During a hearing in
the Supreme Court, the government said
that the move effectively marked the
end of the era of 'licence rg'.Solicitor
General Tushar Mehtainformed anine-
judge bench led by Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud that the economic reforms
introduced by Mr Rao and Mr Singh had
liberalised numerous laws, including
the company law and the Trade Prac-
tices Act MRTP. However, he high-
lighted that subsequent governments
over thefollowing three decades did not
seethe need to amend the Industry (De-
velopment and Regulation) Act,
1951.Theresponse came after the bench
criticised of the IDRA, 1951, describ-
ing it as archaic and indicative of the
restrictive policies of the 'licence rg'
eraMr Mehta emphasised that despite
the winds of change brought by eco-
nomic reforms, the IDRA remained un-
touched, allowing the Centre to main-
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In what could prove to be aself-goal
for the Congress party ahead of the 2024
Lok Sabha Elections, Congress |leader
and spokesperson Supriya Shrinate
called the naxals killed in the encoun-
ter in Chhattisgarh as Shaheed
("martyrs").The Congress leader was
guestioned about the encounter in
which 29 naxals were killed in
Chhattisgarh on Tuesday (April 16), in
what is one of the biggest operations
against the naxals in recent
times.Replying to the question by ajour-
nalist who asked the Congress spokes-
person if the party was playing politics
over the issue, the Congress leader said
that the party didn't want to do any poli-
ticsover the issue. However, she added
that the encounter should be
investigated.She extended her condo-
lences to the shaheeds (martyrs) killed
in the encounter and the security offi-
ciasinjuredintheencounter.Earlier, |G
Bastar P Sundarra] had said that the au-
topsy of the bodies was on and that a
large cache of armsand ammunition had
been recovered from the Naxal cadre
killed in the encounter."Yesterday, an
encounter broke out between security
forces and Naxalites, which lasted for
around 4 hours...Teams of DRG and
BSF cordoned off the areaand as are-
sult, 29 CPI Maoist bodies were recov-
ered, out of which 15 were female and
14 were male. Arms and ammunition
wererecovered in large quantitiesfrom
the spot. The autopsy of the bodies of
the Maoistsis underway," |G Sundarraj
said.Thisis not the first time that Con-
gressleader SupriyaShrinateisin news
for the wrong reasons of late. Recently,
after Kangana Ranaut was announced
as BJP candidate from Himachal
Pradesh’'s Mandi, the Congress leader's
purported post on I nstagram has kicked
up a political storm.
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tain significant control over various
industries.In 1991, faced with aforeign
reserves crisis, the Narasimha Rao-led
government introduced three transfor-
mative economic reforms: globalis
ation, liberalisation, and privatisation.
Mr Mehtaalso clarified that the Centre's
withdrawal from controlling industries
did not indicate a lack of regulatory
authority. He stressed that the Centre
retained the power to regul ate industries
inthe national interest, particularly dur-
ing emergencieslike the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Mr Mehta elaborated that had
the Union government not had the au-
thority to regulate industrial alcohoal,
especially for producing hand sanitizers
during the pandemic, the robust re-
sponse to the crisis would have been
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday wrote personalised lettersto
all BJP-led National Democratic Alli-
ance candidates contesting in the first
phase of Lok Sabha elections, asking
them to convey his message to voters
in their respective constituencies.This
electionisan opportunity to connect the
country's present with a bright future,
Modi said in his message.BJP sources
shared two of the letters sent by Modi -
- one to Coimbatore candidate K
Annamalai, who isalso the president of
the BJP's Tamil Nadu unit, in English,
and another in Hindi to its chief spokes-
person Anil Baluni who is contesting
from Uttarakhand's Pauri Garhwal.The
sources said the focus is al'so on taking
the prime minister'smessagein regional
languages.Expressing confidence of
Annamalai'swin, Modi said he will tell
people of his constituency that this is
not an ordinary election."In the last 10
years, the quality of life of every sec-
tion of society hasimproved, with many
of these troubles removed. Yet, a lot
more is still to be done and this elec-
tion will be decisive in our mission to
ensure a better life for everyone," he

ndia‘conoarr

Over adozen young people from the
country have died in America since the
start of theyearThe deaths of Indian stu-
dents in the US, a popular destination
for studies abroad, isa'big concern' for
New Delhi, Foreign Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar said follow-
ing aspate of such incidents.According
to Times of India, 11 of the country's
citizens have reportedly died under
mysterious circumstances within one
month in the US. Some reports put the
figureat 14.The diplomat noted that the
cases do not appear to be interlinked.
‘Wherever anything unfortunate has
happened to the students, it is of great
tragedy for the family, and a big con-
cern for us, he said. '‘But our embassy
or consulate has looked at every case
and they're unconnected.'The Indian
embassy and consulates have been
asked to warn students about potentially
dangerous areas of US cities, the min-
ister said, adding that student welfare
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Rajasthan Lok Sabha Election
2024. Two Bahujan Sama] Party
(BSP) MLAs in Ragjasthan -- Manoj
Kumar and Jaswant Singh Gurjar --
have joined the Eknath Shinde fac-
tion of the Shiv Senain Mumbai, say-
ing they will support Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.Polling in Rajasthan
will take placein thefirst and second
phases of the Lok Sabha elections.

Who are BSP leader Manoj Kumar
and Jawant Singh Gurjar?

Manoj Kumar represents the
Sudalpur Assembly constituency
while Jaswant Singh Gurjar istheleg-
islator from Badi in Rgjasthan.It has
come as a big setback for the former
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Mayawati's BSP asthe party had won
only two seats in the Rgjasthan As-
sembly election, held in December
last year. And now, both the MLAS
have joined Shiv Sena-Shinde
camp.Mano] Kumar defeated Con-
gress KrishnaPooniawhereas Gurjar
won the contest against BJP' s Girirg
Malinga.To recall, in the 2008 As-

a5, Cany it

said in a message which was aso the
theme of the communication to other
NDA candidates too.Families across
India, especialy the senior members,
would remember the difficulties they
had gonethroughinthefive-six decades
of the Congress rule, Modi said."This
el ection isan opportunity to connect our
present with abright future. Every vote
that the BJP getswill go towards form-
ing a stable government and impart
momentum in our journey to become a
developed nation by 2047," he
added.He urged BJP workers to make
full use of thelast few hours of the el ec-
tion campaign.”l am awarethat the sum-
mer heat poses problems to everyone.
But thiselection isextremely important
for the future of our nation. Therefore,
| appeal to the votersto cast their votes
early inthe morning, beforethe heat sets
in," Modi said.He told the candidates
to convey his assurance to each voter
that every moment of histimeis dedi-
cated tothewelfare of fellow citizens.In
his letter to Annamalai, a former |PS
officer who quit the servicetojoin poli-
tics, Modi congratulated him on his de-
cision to leave a prestigious job and

OV (leathsof Sudents

IS 'very important," with over one mil-
lion Indian citizens currently studying
overseas.Last week, the spokesperson
for India's External Affairs Ministry
noted that the causes of the deathswere
multiple, and investigations in at least
two recent cases were underway. He
noted that ‘community issues have aso
been the cause in several cases, with-
out elaborating. According to New
Delhi, while some cases are suspected
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sembly polls, the BSP won six seats
but all its legislators joined the Con-
gress ayear later.Similarly, in 2018,
the BSP won six seats but all its
MLAs later joined the
Congress.Rgjasthan has atotal of 25
L ok Sabhaseats.A look at Lok Sabha
seats in Rajasthan: Sikar, Churu,
Jhunjhunu, Bikaner, Ganganagar,
Jaipur, Jaipur Rural, Alwar, Dausa,
Nagaur, Karauli-Dholpur, Bharatpur,
Ajmer, Banswara, Barmer, Bhilwara,
Chittorgarh, Jalore, Jhalawar-Baran,
Jodhpur, Kota, Pali, Rajsamand,
Tonk-Sawai Madhopur, and Udaipur.
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commit to serving the people
directly.Modi said, "You have beentruly
instrumental in fortifying the BJP's
grassroots presence across Tamil Nadu,
championing critical issues including
law enforcement, governance, and
youth empowerment. Coimbatore
stands to gain immensely from your
committed leadership."Modi also
praised Baluni's hardwork as a BJP
leader and said he has raised develop-
ment issues of Uttarakhand strongly as
aRaya Sabha member.Asmany as 102
seats across 21 states and Union terri-
torieswill goto the pollson April 19in
the first of the seven-phase elections.

nUS

to be murders, others are presumed to
be suicides.Earlier this month,
Mohammed Abdul Arfath, 25, a student
of Cleveland State University in Ohio,
was found dead days after going miss-
ing. Unknown callers who demanded
ransom money from his father in
Telangana, India, claimed he had been
abducted by a 'drug gang." Uma Satya
Sai Gadde, another Indian student, was
found dead in the same US state a few
days earlier.In the most shocking of
these incidents, Indian MBA graduate
Vivek Saini was killed in Lithonia,
Georgia by ahomeless drug addict who
bludgeoned him with a hammer nearly
50 times. Footage of the murder, cap-
tured by CCTV cameras, later surfaced
online.The Global Hindu Heritage
Foundation (GHHF) has started a peti-
tion seeking an independent investiga-
tion by the FBI into the deaths, and listed
12 Indian students who had died in the
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