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BJP fields heavyweightto deny Congress lone Chandrapur seat itwon in 2019

Mumbai:?Sudhir Mungantiwar's politi-
cal CV is loaded with heavyweight posi-
tions in the government and the party but
the 62-year-old was not willing to take a
leap into the national scene.He wanted to
remain in state politics but the BJP needed
him so they could aim to deny the
Chandarpur seat to the Congress which won
only here in the state in 2019.The six-term
MLA and Maharashtra's minister for for-
ests and culture is now campaigning in the
scorching temperatures of Chandrapur,
which often exceeds 46 degrees celsius. In
contrast, his rival and Congress candidate
Pratibha Dhanorkar is a political novice.
She is the wife of late Balu Dhanorkar, the
sole Congress winner from the state in the
2019 Lok Sabha elections. The 38-year-old
widow is banking on sympathy votes and
hopes to consolidate the influential kunbi
votes in her favour. Hailing from the kunbi
community, classified as Other Backward
Classes (OBC), she currently serves as the
Congress MLA from the Warora assembly
constituency in the same
district.Chandrapur, one of the five con-
stituencies voting in the first phase of the
Lok Sabha elections, holds significance as
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The Bombay High Court on Friday ex-
pressed it was "not happy" and "surprised”
over the Maharashtra government's stand
that it was not possible to grant monetary
benefits to the family of late Major Anuj
Sood, who was martyred in May 2020 in
Jammu and Kashmir.The court said that the
government had failed to take a positive
stand despite its orders asking the chief
minister to consider the matter as a "spe-
cial case".A bench of Justices Girish
Kulkarni and Firdosh Pooniwalla was hear-
ing a petition filed by Aakriti Sood, widow
of late Major Anuj Sood, seeking benefits
for ex-servicemen under two government
resolutions of 2019 and 2020. Major Sood
lost his life on May 2, 2020 while rescuing
civilian hostages from terrorist hideouts in
Jammu and Kashmir, and was awarded the
Shaurya Chakra posthumously.The state
has said that only those who were born in
Maharashtra or have lived in the state con-
tinuously for 15 years were eligible for
monetary benefit and allowance.Mumbai
News: HC Asks Govt To Consider Late Maj
Anuj Sood's Widow's Plea For Ex-Service-
men Benefits From StateGovernment
pleader PP Kakade informed the bench on
Friday that benefits couldn't be extended
to Sood's widow as he was not a "domi-
cile” of the state. He said: "We need to take
a proper policy decision for which we need
to approach the cabinet. The cabinet is not
sitting now."Displeased with the conten-
tion, the bench said: "You (government) are
dealing with such a case...someone has sac-
rificed his life for the country and you are
doing this. We are not happy."The Judges
said they had asked the highest authority
in the State, CM, to consider the matter as
a special case and take an appropriate
decision."We had requested the chief min-
ister to take a decision. He should have
taken a decision. If he could not have taken
a decision or if it was so grossly improper
for him to take a decision, let us know, we
will deal with it," Justice Kulkarni
remarked."You cannot shirk (the responsi-
bility) now. Now you are saying the cabi-
net has to see. The cabinet is not sitting.
This is not done. We expected much better
from the government,” the judge
added.Noting that the government has
orally said that the benefits cannot be
granted, the HC has asked the state to file
the same on affidavit."We are quite sur-
prised with this stand. We had asked the
highest authority of the state to take a deci-
sion. If the chief minister is unable to take
a decision then let the state government file
an affidavit saying so," the court noted.The
HC has asked the state to file an affidavit
by April 16 and said it will deal with it
accordingly.Aakriti Sood has challenged
the government's communication on Au-
gust 26, 2020, denying benefits. She has
contended that the family had been resid-
ing in Maharashtra for the last 15 years as
desired by her late husband, who always
intended to live in Pune.

the kunbi and teli communities wield sub-
stantial influence in the region. While the
teli community traditionallg aligns with the
BJP, the kunbis are divided between the BJP
and the Congress.There was talk that
Mungantiwar played a role in the defeat of
former Union Minister Hansraj Ahir, a four-
time BJP nominee in the constituency and
a rival of Mungantiwar within the party.
Ahir, initially hostile, is now campaignin

for Mungantiwar after the persuasion o

party leaders.Rajesh Bele, the Vanchit
Bahujan Aghadi candidate from the teli
community, contends that Mungantiwar is
no longer a frontrunner in the race. Despite
this, Mungantiwar remains confident about
reclaiming Chandrapur from the Congress,
citing pro-incumbency factors and Modi's
popularity.Dismissing any notion of a sym-
pathy factor benefiting his opponent, he
underscores the strong anti-incumbency
sentiment among Chandrapur's populace,
expressing confidence in securing victory
based on his extensive political experience
spanning over three decades. "Over my

forty-year political career, serving as an
MLA and guardian minister of Chandrapur
on three occasions, | have spearheaded vari-
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court of
India will hear Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal's plea against arrest by
the Enforcement Directorate, on April
15. Earlier this month, the Delhi high
court upheld his arrest by the central
agency.A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta will hear
the matter, .Arvind Kejriwal was ar-
rested by the Enforcement Directorate
last month in connection with the
money laundering probe linked to the
Delhi excise policy case. Last week, a

i

Pune, Apr 13 (PTI) External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar has said that In-
dia was committed to respond to any
act of terrorism perpetrated from across
the borders, and asserted that since ter-
rorists do not play by rules, there can-
not be any rules in the country's answer
to them.Attacking the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) dispensation over
its response to the 26/11 Mumbai terror
attacks in 2008, he said that after a lot
of deliberation at the government level,
nothing fruitful came out at that time as
it was felt that the cost of attacking Pa-
kistan was more than not attacking
it.Interacting with youth on Friday at an
event titled 'Why Bharat Matters: Op-
portunity for youth and participation in
global scenario’ here, he asked that if a
similar attack happens now and one
does not react to it, how can the next
such attacks be prevented.Jaishankar
also said that the country's foreign
policy has undergone a change since
2014 and it is the way terrorism is dealt
with.When asked about countries with
which India finds it challenging to
maintain relationships, Jaishankar said
India should question whether it should
maintain any relationship with certain
countries."Well, one is just next to us.
Let us be honest, the one country that is
very, very difficult is Pakistan, and for
that, we should only introspect why.
One reason for this is us," he said.He
added that had India been clear from the

ous schemes and projects aimed at the de-
velopment of the region. Initiatives such
as establishing a military school, a tribal
university, and facilitating the upcoming
Tata Cancer Hospital are testament to this
commitment,” he further said.When asked
if it would be a tough battle for the
Chandrapur seat, Mungantiwar replied that
voters made the "mistake™ once and gave a
chance to the Congress, but they would not
repeat that again. The focus will be on irri-
gation, agriculture, health, education, and
industries, Mungantiwar added.Ashok
Nagapure of Chandrapur asserted that it
would be very difficult for Mungantiwar
to win the elections this time. Kunbis in
the region have decided to vote for
Dhanorkar this time, he said.Suresh
Bolenwar, a social activist from
Pandharkawda in Yavatmal district, how-
ever said that the late Dhanorkar did noth-
ing for the constituency during his four-year
stint, and hence the dpeople want a change
this time. He claimed that Mungantiwar did
a lot of development works in the indus-
trial city of Chandrapur. "In view of his past
ﬁositive credentials, people will vote for

im for overall development,” he said. He

el

Delhi court sent him to judicial custody
till April 15.Arvind Kejriwal had moved
the Supreme Court after the Delhi high
court said there was no contravention
of legal provisions. The Delhi high court
ruled that the Enforcement Directorate
had sufficient materials to justify the
arrest of Arvind Kejriwal. The court said
the agency could not be blamed for
choosing the timing of the chief
minister's arrest as he pushed it to a
point where it had no other option.The
103-page judgment by the single judge
bench of justice Swarana Kanta Sharma
observed that material placed on record
before the court showed that Kejriwal
had allegedly conspired with other per-
sons and was involved in the formula-
tion of the policy."He (Kejriwal) is al-
legedly involved in the offence of
money laundering in two capacities.
Firstly, in his personal capacity as he
was involved in the formulation of the

0] S O S et
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start that Pakistan was indulging in ter-
rorism, which India should not tolerate
under any circumstances, the country
would have had a vastly different
policy."In 2014, Modi ji came. But this
problem (terrorism) did not start in
2014. 1t did not begin with the Mumbai
attack. It happened in 1947. In 1947,
the first people (invaders) came to Kash-
mir, they attacked Kashmir. It was an
act of terrorism. They were burning
down villages and towns. They were
Killing people. These people were
tribals from Pakistan's North-West
Frontier Province. The Pakistan army
backed them. We sent the army, and the
integration of Kashmir took place,"
Jaishankar said."While the Indian army
was taking action, we stopped in the
middle and went to the UN, mention-
ing that the attack was by tribal invad-
ers instead of terrorism, as if it was a

pointed out that Mungantiwar is a highly

ualified individual with a law degree, a

egree in journalism, post-graduate quali-
fications in at least half a dozen subjects,
and an MPhil degree. The Chandrapur Lok
Sabha constituency has always witnessed
a tight contest between the BJP and the
Congress. In the 2019 election, the Con-

ress won the seat that had been held by
the BJP since 2004.Dhanorkar said that she
was confident about her win in the elec-
tions. "All Congressmen and activists from
like-minded parties are working for me. |
am contesting to fulfil my husband's dream
to make the constituency an ideal one in
the country."The constituency gained more
prestige when Modi's first rally in
Maharashtra was held in Chandrapur. "I
have sent teakwood from my constituency
here for the doors of the new Parliament
building. Modi ji wanted me to enter Par-
liament through those doors. | am fighting
these elections due to his insistence,” sali
Mung?antiwar, adding his campaigns go on
until late night every day. He said Pratibha
Dhanorkar has little to show for."l brought
a medical college, cancer hospital, military
school, and agriculture university.

1 |

excise policy and in demanding kick-
backs. Secondly, in his capacity as the
national convenor of the Aam Aadmi
Party as per Section 70(1) of PMLA,
for use of proceeds of crime of ?45 crore
in AAP's election campaign in 2022 Goa
elections,” the court said.Arvind
Kejriwal had approached the high court
on March 23, claiming the ED's action
violated his fundamental rights and was
motivated by politics.Apart from
Kejriwal, AAP leader Manish Sisodia
has been in jail since February last year
in the same case. Sanjay Singh, another
AAP leader in jail, recently got bail in
the case.The CBI and ED have alleged
that AAP leaders accepted ?100 crore
as kickbacks from a group of politicians
and liquor businessmen to grant licenses
to them under the now-scrapped Delhi
excise policy. They claim that the policy
favoured certain liquor traders at the
expense of the public exchequer.

BT A

legitimate force," he said.He added that
in the 1965 Indo-Pak war, Pakistan first
sent infiltrators to sabotage."We have
to be very clear in our minds about ter-
rorism; under no circumstances is ter-
rorism acceptable from any neighbour
or from anyone who uses terrorism to
force you to sit at the negotiating table.
This should never be accepted,” he
said.He mentioned that sometimes he is
asked about the continuity in India's
foreign policy and he responds clearly
that there is 50 per cent continuity and
50 per cent change."One change is re-
garding terrorism. After the 26/11
Mumbai attack, there was not a single
person in the country who felt that we
should not have responded to the attack.
Everybody in the country felt it. There
Is an account of that time. The NSA had
written that this minister looked at it,
that minister looked at it. Everybody
deliberated, a lot of analysis took place,
and then it was decided that the cost of
attacking Pakistan is more than not at-
tacking Pakistan. So after a lot of de-
liberation, nothing fruitful came out,"
he said.He emphasized that if something
like Mumbai happens and you do not
react to it, how can you prevent the next
one from happening? "They (terrorists)
should not feel that since they are across
the border, no one can touch them. Ter-
rorists do not play by any rules. The re-
sponse to terrorists cannot have any
rules,” he said.
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