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NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
Indian and US scientists have
unravelled through anew study the
post-launch loss of 38 of 49 satel-
lites operated by asubsidiary of the
US aerospace company SpaceX
two years ago, attributed to a geo-
magnetic storm triggered by solar
activity. The study hascorroborated
earlier suggestions that the satel-
liteswerelaunched into ageomag-
netic storm and were unableto re-
cover fromthe storm'sadverseim-
pact, ISER Calcutta researchers
and their collaborators have
said.SpaceX had launched the 49
Starlink satellites - a constellation
for Internet servicesworldwide- on
February 3, 2022, into low-Earth
orbit, their nearest point being
210km abovethe Earth. But 38 sat-
ellitesdipped out of their orbitsand
burned up asthey reentered the at-
mosphere within days.SpaceX had
said on February 8, 2022, that a
geomagnetic storm had "signifi-
cantly impacted" the satellites by
warming the atmosphere and in-
creasing the drag on them, causing
them to reenter the
atmosphere.Now, the I1SER re-
searchers and their collaborators
have used physics of the near-Sun
and near-Earth space and computer
simulations to reconstruct the full
cascade of events that allegedly
doomed the satellites. Their study
was recently published in the peer-
reviewed scientific journal Space
Weather.The study's findings un-
derline how even moderate geo-
magnetic storms stirred by solar
activity can "conspire" with the
physical design of satellitesinlow-
Earth orbits to cause catastrophic
losses, the scientistssaid." Thiswas
not (one of) what we would clas-
sify askiller storms- it wasamod-
erate-intensity storm," said

Dibyendu Nandi, professor of so-
lar physics at [ISER who led the
study."But the combination of
launch timing, an intensifying
storm, and the satellites' design
culminated in their loss."Email
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Pilibhit: The Pilibhit seat in Uttar
Pradesh has come under the spotlight
after the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
fielded UP minister Jitin Prasada, a
former Congress|eader who switched
sidesin 2021, in place of incumbent
MP Varun Gandhi.For the last 35
years, Pilibhit has been a traditional
seat of Maneka Gandhi and son
Varun.Pilibhit hasfive assembly seats
- Baheri, RFilibhit, Barkhera, Puranpur
(SC) and Bisalpur- of which four are
being currently represented by the
BJP The saffron party is leaving no
stone unturned to retain the Pilibhit
seat in the absence of Varun or

queries sent by this newspaper to
SpaceX requesting its perspective
and views on the I1SER study's
observations have not evoked are-
ply yet.Nandi, head of the Centre
for Excellence in Space Sciences
at the 11SER, leads teams of re-
search scholars engaged in track-
ing and predicting solar activity
and other likely impacts on near-
Earth space.The researchers have
noted that three coronal mass gjec-
tions - bursts of solar material into
space - on January 29, January 31
and February 1 had hurled solar
particles towards the Earth at
speeds of up to 450km per
second.Their simulations showed
how the magnetic fields associated
with the incoming floods of par-
ticles interacted with Earth's mag-
netic field, stirring up electric cur-
rents in the Earth's ionosphere - a
region of the upper atmosphere ap-
proximately 80km and higher.The
currents are known to heat the up-
per atmosphere levels causing the
atmosphere to expand and thereby
Increasing the count and density of
air molecules." The higher density
Increasesthedrag or friction that a
satellitein low-Earth orbit will ex-
perience," said Yoshita Baruah, a
research scholar at the I1SER and
the study's lead author.The I1SER
team al so used simulationsto study
how the increased matter density
in the upper atmosphere is likely
to have affected the satellites. Their
simulations involved a compara-
tive analysis of how the increased
matter density at altitudes between
210km and 434km abovethe Earth
would have affected SpaceX's
Starlink satellites and a European
Space Agency satellite named
Swarm C, both in low-Earth
orbit.Their calculations indicated
that the Starlink satellitesmay have
experienced an altitude decay three
times higher than what Swarm C
would have. The scientists have
attributed this higher adverse im-
pact on Starlink satellites to their
design attributes - specifically a

g P

Maneka as it has become a battle of
prestige. Theresult of the Lok Sabha
elections for the Pilibhit seat will di-
rectly go hand-in-hand with BJP's
decision of changing guard. While
Mayawati's BSP has fielded Anis
Ahmad Khan from Pilibhit, the
Samajwadi Party named Bhagwat
Saran Gangwar from here.
Modi'sFirst Rally AsPM in
Pilibhit
PrimeMinister NarendraModi will
today address a rally in Uttar
Pradesh's Pilibhit, with histhird visit
in the region after Saharanpur and
Meerut. Thiswill be hisfirst visit to
Pilibhitinthelast 10 years.The Prime
Minister didn't address any election
campaigning in the constituency in
2019 when Varun Gandhi clinched
victory in the Lok Sabhaelections as
BJP candidate with over 50 per cent
votesinfavour."Weare preparing for
PrimeMinister NarendraModi'selec-
tion rally in Pilibhit on April 9. This
will behisfirst rally here after assum-

relatively low mass-to-arearatio -
also called a satellite's "ballistic
coefficient"."The lower the mass-
to-area ratio value, the higher the
drag on the satellite," Baruah said.
Theratio for the Swarm C satellite
was three times the ratio for the
Starlink satellite. The findings sug-
gest that the Starlink satellites had
design attributes that may have
subjected them to enhanced atmo-
spheric drag relative to what the
Swarm C satellite would have ex-
perienced, theresearcherswrotein
their study. In addition to their in-
sertion into low-Earth orbit, the
low ballistic coefficient of the
Starlink satellites "may have fur-
ther compromised their ability to
recover" from the geomagnetic
storm, they wrote.Jonathan
McDowell, an astrophysicist at the
Centre for Astrophysics, Harvard
University, who was not associated
with the I1SER study, told The
Telegraph that the study seemed to
have probed the event in greater
detail than those attempted earlier,
but cameto similar conclusions as
the earlier studies."l don't recall
seeing a detailed decay rate calcu-
lation for thisincident before now,"
said McDowell, who is also the
editor of an internet newsletter,
Jonathan Space Report, that pro-
vides technical details of satellite
launches. The study's other coau-
thors are Souvik Roy and Suvadip
Sinhafromthell SER, SanchitaPal
and Denny Oliveira from the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration Goddard Space Flight
Centre, and Erika Palmeiro from
Predictive Sciences, a private re-
search entity in the US.

b P A

ing the office of the PM in 2014. He
did not addressarally inthe 2019 Lok
Sabha el ections. A festive atmosphere
prevails in the Pilibhit constituency
ahead of hisrally," said Pilibhit BJP
president Sanjiv Pratap Singh.
1989 to 2024: 35 Years of
Gandhi Rule

Maneka Gandhi, the widow of
Congress|eader Sanjay Gandhi, first
contested from the Pilibhit seat in
1989 and won the Lok Sabha elec-
tions on Janata Dal ticket. After fac-
ing defeat in 1991, she again con-
tested as an independent and secured
victory in 1996, 1998 and 1999.The
BJP trusted her and gave ticket in
2004 and she successfully won the
seat. In 2004, she took an exit from
the constituency to let her son Varun
contest from the region. He won the
Lok Sabha elections from Pilibhit in
2009 for the first time. However, she
returned and contested on the Pilibhit
seat in 2014 and again vacated for
Varun in 2019.
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After months of deliberation and de-

. : bates, the Maha Vikas Aghadi on Tues-
and member of parliament in the | yay fianlised its seat-sharing formulafor

[

Netherlands had atelephone conver- | \aharashira ahead of the Lok Sabha
sation with former Bhartiya Janata ! elections 2024. Accordi ng to the seat-
Party leader Nupur Sharma. Wilders | sharing deal, the Uddhav Thackeray-led
hailed Sharma as a "symbol of free- | Shiv Senawill contest 21 seats and the
dom" and a"bravelady".Takingto X |Congress will contest 17 seats in the
Geert Wilders said that the loss of |state.Meanwhile, the Nationalist Con-
freedom and legal troubles faced by |gressParty (Sharadchandra Pawar) fac-
Nupur Sharma over “truthful” re- [tion will contest 10 seats in Maharas
marks on the Islamic prophet that | htra. The poll-pact was announced after
were derived from reliable Hadiths I |

was "unfair"."Had a great talk with |

@NupurSharmaBJP today, she is a |

symbol of freedom, not only for In- |

diabut for thewhole freeworld. Her |

loss of personal freedom and legal !

troublesin thelast two yearsare most | NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
unfair ‘cause she did othing wrong | A Delhi Court on Tuesday extended
but spoke the truth. What a brave |thejudicial custody of BRS leader K
lady!™ Wilders posted.Notably,Geert | Kavitha till April 23 in the money
Wildershas constantly supported ||aundering case in connection with
Nupur Sharmaever sincethe prophet |the Delhi Excise policy.The matter
controversy erupted in 2022. In Feb- :Was heard at the court by Special CBI
ruary this year, Wilders had sent a | Judge Kaveri BawejaWhile leaving
message of support to Sharma. He | the court room, the BRS leader said
aso expressed his wish to meet her |that it's a case based on statements
during hisvisitto India"l sent aper- | and it won't stand the test of time.On
sonal message of support to the brave | M onday, the court denied interim bail
Nupur Sharma, who isthreatened by |to Kavitha in connection to the case
Islamists for years now only for 'after he had requested for the same
speaking the truth. Freedom-loving | on the grounds that her 16-year-old
peopleall over theworld should sup- | son has exams. She had claimed that
port her. | hope to meet her one day | he needs his mother's "moral and
while visiting India," the Partij voor |emotional support”.Senior advocate
de Vrijheid (PVV) leader posted on | Abhishek Singhvi, appearing for
X on 17th February.Back in October | I

2022, Wilders known for his highly | |

critical opinions on Islamsuppo |

rtedformer Bharatiya Janata Party |

(BJP) spokesperson Nupur Sharma |

after Iamistshounded her for her re- |

marks during a debate on Times | NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
Now.It is pertinent to recall that | Supreme Court on Tuesday held that
Nupur Sharma had criticised Islam- | avoter has no absolute right to know
ist Taslim Ahmed Rehmani for re- |about each and every asset of a can-
peatedly using derogatory language |d!dates In elect_l ons and_that the can-
against Sanatan Dharmaand referred | didate hastheright to privacy in mat-
to Shivling as a fountain during a |ters which are irrelevant to their
debate on the disputed structure at | candidature.The top court held that
Gyanvapi in Kashi in May 2022. She | candidates need not disclose each and
questioned what he would feel if she | every moveable property owned by
cited passages from Islamic |them or their family, unlessthey are
texts.Mohammed Zubair, a co- |of substantial value or reflect aluxu-
founder of Alt News, cleverly re-

moved Taslim Rehmani's inflamma-
tory comments and uploaded the out-
of -context footage on social mediato
claim that she insulted the Islamic

Prophet Muhammed. The severe al- |

legations led to massive protests and
riotsacrossthe nation aswell asmany
FIRs were filed against her. The In-
dian government came under fire
from Islamic countries which issued
strong statements condemning Nupur
Sharma after which she was sus-
pended from the party.Murderous sl o-
ganslike " Gustakh-e-Rasool ki ek hi

| riouslifestyle.Theruling cameasthe
| bench of JusticesAnirudhhaBoseand
| Sanjay Kumar set aside the order of
:the Gauhati High Court which had
| declared the election of

Karikho Kri

| asnull and void. Thetop court re-
| jected the petition that contended that
| the voters have an right to know about
: assets of candidates and Kri must
Ihaive revealed al details. The bench
| ruled that an el ectora candidate need
| not disclose each and every movable
| asset owned by himself or hisfamily.
| The court said that disclosure is nec-

saza, sar tan se Juda, sar tan se Juda | essary only if the property or asset
(There is only one punishment for |has a substantial impact on his
being disrespectful to Rasool |candidature.The court cited exaples
(Prophet Muhammad), their head |of fancy clothing, shoes, crockery,
separated from their torso, their head | Stationery, furniture as irrelevant for
separated from thetorso,” wereraised |disclosure unless they are of such
in the streets by rabid mobs as ex- | value asto constitute a sizeable asset
tremists attacked and killed Hindus | in itself or reflect upon his candida-
including KanhaiyaLal in Rgjasthan |ture in terms of his lifestyle.The
and Umesh Kolhein Maharashtrafor |benchfurther said that if acandidate's
supporting her. |family owns several high-priced

e ena Contest 1 Conarss

weeks of negotiations during a joint
press conference, which was addressed
by Uddhav Thackeray, Sharad Pawar,
and the state Congress President Nana
Patole. Former Chief Minister Prithvirg]
Chavan and Congress L egid ature Party
|leader Balashaeb Thorat were also
present at the press conference. The Lok
Sabhapollsin Maharashtrawill be held
in the state in five phases beginning
from April 19 to May 20.Sanjay
Nirupam Says Sanjay Raut 'Kingpin' Of
Khichdi Scam. Shiv Sena(UBT) Slams
'Plot To Malign' PartyShiv Sena will
contest 21 Lok sabha seats including
Jalgaon, Parbhani, Nashik, Palghar,
Kalyan, Thane, Raigad, Maval,
Osmanabad, Ratnagiri-Sindhudurg,
Buldhana, Hathkanangkale,
Aurangabad, Shirdi, Sangli, Hingoli,
Yavatmal-Washim, Mumbai South,
Mumbai South Central, Mumbai North

A o 1 BRS Le

Kavitha, had claimed that the per-
spective of a mother is not substitut-
able by father, sister or brother.
Singhvi pointed at Section 45 of the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) which allows bail to
woman-accused notwithstanding the
bail conditionsunder PMLA, Bar and
Bench reported.Meanwhile, the En-
forcement Directorate's counsel,
Zoheb Hossain said that the federal
agency was about to come across a
breakthrough in its probe and grant-
ing interim bail to the BRSeader will
disrupt the investigation.The BRS
leader was arrested by the central
probe agency on March 15. She has
been accused of being akey member
of the "South Group", which alleg-

OPrvacy For Cen

luxury watches, then they would have
to be disclosed as they constitute
high-value assetsand depict their lav-
ish lifestyle.The apex court said that
there cannot be a"hard and fast” rule
regarding this and each case needsto
be dealt on ots own merits and
facts.The bench opined that a candi-
dateisnot required to lay hislife out
threadbare for examination by the
voters and the non-disclosure of the
each and every asset owned by acan-
didate would not amount to a defect,
much less a defect of a substantial
character." Candidate's right to pri-
vacy would still survive as regards
matters which are of no concern to
the voter or areirrelevant to his can-
didature for public office," the top
court said.
What WasThe Case Of MLA
Karikho Kri

Karikho Kri, was elected in 2019
as an independent MLA from the
Tezu Assembly constituency.In 2019,
the Itanagar bench of the Gauhati
High Court held his election to be

anad PawarsNGP 10

West and Mumbai North East seats.The
grand old party has got Nandurbar,
Dhule, Akola, Amravati, Nagpur,
Bhandara-Gondia, Gadchiroli-Chimur,
Chandrapur, Nanded, Jalna, Mumbai
North Central, Mumbai North, Pune,
Latur, Solapur, Kolhapur and Ramtek
seals as per the seat-sharing pact.The
NCP(SP) will contest Baramati, Shirur,
Satara, Bhiwandi, Dindori, Madha,
Raver, Wardhan, Ahmednagar South
and Beed seats. Addressing a press con-
ference at the Shiv Sena (UBT) office
in south Mumbai, party head and former
state chief minister Uddhav Thackeray
stated: "The seat-sharing deal has been
reached and in an alliance, winning is
important and defeating the BJP is the
goal. When victory against the BJP is
thelarger goal, we haveto set aside cer-
tain differences,” PTI quoted him as

saying.

o Kt T Ao

-, Y B

edly paid theruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) in Delhi kickbacks of Rs 100
crore in return for a big share of li-
qguor licenses in the national
capital.The 46-year old |leader was
arrested from her Banjara Hills resi-
dence in Hyderabad on March 15.

0ates n Elecions

void after hearing the election peti-
tion filed by Congress candidate
Nuney Tayang. Kri was accused of
making false declarationsin hiselec-
tion nomination paper and for not
disclosing in Form 26 of the Conduct
of Election Rules, 1961, that he oc-
cupied of a government-allotted
MLA cottage in Itanagar.Tayang
moved the high court under the Sec-
tion 90(a)(c) of Representation of the
PeopleAct, 1951, seeking a declara-
tion that the election of hisrival from
the Tezu seat be held void.Tyang
claimed that Kri did not submit “no
dues certificates” from the depart-
ments concerned regarding rent, elec-
tricity, water, and telephone
charges.The high court ruled that Kri
did not present his nomination paper
in accordance with Section 33 of the
Representation of the People Act.
And thus, his nomination paper was
liable to be rejected under Section
36(2)(b) of the Representation of the
People Act. The high court held that
acceptance of Kri’'s nomination pa-
per was "improper” by the returning
officer.The Guahati High Court had
set aside Karikho Kri's election after
a Congress leader moved court
against him allegeing non-disclosure
whilefiling candidaturefor elections
to Legislative Assembly. Kri was ac-
cused of not disclosing threevehicles
owned by hiswife and son while fil-
ing the nomination for contesting the
election.
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Royad Journallsm ( Bapatla) Apr
09 : With the aim of conducting the
upcoming general elections in a
peaceful atmosphere, on the orders of
the district SP Vakul Jindal, the dis-
trict police officers along with the
central armed forces conducted ve-
hicle checkson Tuesday. The District
Police Officers along with the Cen-
tral Armed Forces have conducted

vehicle checks at the check postsI
withinthedistrict and inthetrou bled

areas to prevent smuggling of illicit |
liquor, cash, other items and gifts|
likely to tempt the voters. Two-whesl- |
ers, cars, goods vehicles, buses and I
other suspected vehiclesare chec ked

thoroughly and the smuggled goods
cash and other goods are seized.

Royal Journallsm ( Bapatla) Apr 09
. District Joint Collector Chamakuri

| trict to mo vetowards devel opment with

wealth, health and success. Sri Krodhi
NamaTelugu New Year Ugadi celebra-
tionswere held grandly at Bapatla Dis-
trict Colle ctorate on Tuesday. Officials
of Devadaya Department conducted
special pooja with traditional mangala

instruments and mela talas. On the oc-
casion of the Telugu year of Sri Krodhi,
Vedic scholars conducted panc h anga
shravana. Ugadi pachadi and pancha
ngas prepared on the occasion of thefes-
tival were distributed to many people.
District Joint Collector Sridhar said that
all the people of Bapatla district should
be blessed. If Bapatladistrictisto move
forward in the day-to-day devel opment,
all the people should be involved. He
wanted the dairy crops to grow more
and the people to have a happy life.
They want to take steps towards new
goals and achievements right from the
beginning of the Telugu New Year. He
wished that Ugadi festival would bring
light in peopleslives. District Revenue
Officer CH Satthi babu, Deputy Inspec-
tor Shya mala, Supervisors Ramesh
Naik, Collecto rate staff and others par-
ticl pated in this program.
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