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Pune civic body to conduct mass deworming campaiqn on Feb |

On the occasion of National Dew-
orming Day on Tuesday, February 13,
the Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC)
will conduct a mass deworming cam-
paign wherein around 4.50 lakh chil-
dren in the age group of oneto 19 years
in the city will receive albendazol e tab-
lets, officials said.Whereas the mop-up
round of the campaign will be carried
out on February 20, as per the PMC of -
ficials. The medicines will be adminis-
tered as per the prescribed dosage de-
pending on the children's age, officials
said.Thedrivewill be conducted in gov-
ernment and private schools, colleges,
and anganwadis across the city. The

Js e

Washington: Describing the
Maldives as a key partner in ensur-
ing afree, open, secure, and prosper-
ous Indo-Pacific region, the United
Stateson Thursday said it iscommit-
ted to strengthening cooperation with
the South Asian island nation.US
Assistant Secretary of Statefor South
and Central Asia Donald Lu was in
the Maldives recently for talks with
its new leadership and the civil
society." The United Statesiscommit-
ted to strengthening cooperation with
Maldives, akey partner in ensuring a
free, open, secure, and prosperous
Indo-Pacific region," a State Depart-
ment spokesperson told PTI when
asked about the assistant secretary's
visit from January 29-31.While in
Malé, Lu met with Mohamed Muizzu
and other senior officials to discuss

civic body will also include out-of-
school children in the campaign. How-
ever, the PMC isfacing issueswith get-
ting permission from private schoolsfor
the campaign. The PMC has procured a
stock of 10 lakh pills for the
campaign.Dr Bhagwan Pawar, health
officer of the PMC, said that the cam-
paign is of great importance as the
prevalence of intestinal worms, which
spread as a result of poor hygiene and
sanitation practices, is among the chief
reasons behind malnutritionin children.,
"The anganwadi workersand healthcare
staff have completed their training for
the campaign. The campaign aims to

(NI

shared priorities, including defense
cooperation, economic growth, and
democratic governance."They also
discussed progress on establishing
the USEmbassy in Madivesthat will
further strengthen our partnership and
people-to-peopleties,” the spokesper-
son said.Lu also met with members
of civil society and higher education

1, DFOMOLES Cper

protect children from gut worms, en-
hancing their overall well-being and
health resilience,” Dr Pawar said.Dr
Rajesh Dighe, chief immunisation of-
ficer of the PMC, informed that the tar-
get population has been divided into
three groupsfor the immunisation cam-
paign. Thefirst group includes children
in the age group of one to five years
who attend anganwadis and playgroups
who will be covered by Asha workers.
The second group comprises children
inthe age group of fiveto 15 yearswho
will be covered in schools by the health
team. Thethird group includes children
who attend junior college and will be

e

officials to discuss democratic gov-
ernance and transparency in the
Maldives, said the
spokesperson.Reprievefor Muizzu as
Maldives Supreme Court suspends
impeachment amendment Mean-
while, the International Monetary
Fund after completing itsArticle IV
Mission to the Maldives said that the
South Asian nation's post-pandemic
growth has been strong, but recently
normalized.Growthisprojected at 5.2
percent in 2024, astourist arrivalsare
expected to risefurther. Neverthel ess,
fiscal and external vulnerabilities
have increased, calling for urgent
policy adjustment, it said.An IMF
mission, led by economist Piyaporn
Sodsriwiboon, visited Malé during
January 23-February 6, to discuss
recent economic developments, the

'Add a little dragon to your family': Singapore
PM urges couples in Chinese New Year message

Singapore: With many Chinese-
origin families considering children
born in the Year of the Dragon to be
"especially auspicious’, Prime Min-
ister Lee Hsien Loong on Friday
urged married Singaporean couples
to have babies during the year and
assured them his government's
support.In his annual Chinese New
Year message, Lee said thedragonis
a "symbol of power, strength and
good fortune"."So now is as good a
time as any for young couplesto add
a'little dragon' to your family," said
the prime minister who celebrateshis
birthday on 10 February. Lee was
born in the Year of Dragon in
1952."We will build a 'Singapore
Madefor Families, and continue sup-
ﬁortlng your marriage and parent-

ood aspirations,” The Channel News
Asia quoted the 72-year-old Lee as
saying.Support for infant caregiving
and work-life harmony hasbeen " pro-
gressively strengthened" to see par-
ents through their children's forma-
tive years, he said, adding that gov-
ernment-paid paternity leave was re-
cently doubled from two weeks to
four weekson avoluntary basis.Such
measureswill "lighten the burden on
parents, but they are merely
enablers”, said the prime
minister."Ultimately, couples will

decide whether to have children for Y

their own reasons. | hope more will
decide to go ahead, and | am confi-
dent they will find parenthood a
deeply rewarding and fulfilling
journey."He added that he hoped his

encouragement “prompts more
couples to try for a baby", although
he acknowledged that "the decision
IS a very personal one".The prime
minister also said families should be
celebrated as Chinese New Year is
celebrated."Families are at the heart
of our society. Our families give us
unwavering strength and support,
cheer for usin our triumphs and stand
by us through adversity. They are a
big part of our sense of identity, be-
longing and purpose. Through our
families, we pass on our aspirations
and values from generation to gen-
eration," said Lee."Oneimportant el-
ement of family life is having and
bringing up children. It isagreat joy
for parents to bring kids into this
world, and to watch them learn and
grow, reaching one milestone after
another and growing up year-by-
ear.Indian-origin company director
In Singa?orejalled for failing to ex-
ercise diligence in his duty "Grand-
parents, like me, share this joy too.
We dote and fuss over our grandchil-
dren, helping the parents to bring

them up and contributing our part in
this journey filled with happiness,
purpose and love," he

said.Singaporeanswill celebrate Chi- |
nese New Year thisweekend, Febru- |

covered by the health team with the help
of education department officials. The
Asha workers will cover the out-of-
school children.Dr Dighe, said, "The
campaign will be conducted ward-wise
with the help of ward medical officers.
The medicines will be given only on
February 13 and those children who
could not get the medicine due to any
reason will be covered in the mop-up
round. We have a huge stock of medi-
cines and if private schools approach
us, we will provide them with training
and medicines," he said.

0 ASen Sandelon

outlook and the country's policy pri-
oritiesin the context of the 2024 Ar-
ticle IV consultation."Following the
pandemic-induced contraction, the
Maldivian economy expanded by
13.9 percent in 2022 and i s estimated
to grow by 4.4 percent in 2023. As
tourist arrivals are expected to rise
further, growth is projected at 5.2
percent in 2024," the IMF economist
said.India will send ‘competent tech
personnel’ to replace military person-
nel deployedin Maldives' TheVeana
airport terminal expansion and asso-
ciated increase in hotel accommoda-
tion capacities is projected to boost
growth potential. Nevertheless, un-
certainty surrounding the outlook re-
mains high and risks are tilted to the
downside, calling for urgent policy
adjustment,” added Sodsriwiboon.

I O1-Aoan Gas ot venture
announcesRs 2300 core mvestmant

= o ar - |

ary 10-11, and will get an additional |
leiday ?crglll\/londaymltijeu of thecfel- |

ration falling on Sunday asitisfor | : . .
al festivals. The prime minister alsp | _ndian Oil-Adani Gas Pvt Ltd has
noted that fetility rates around the | Unvelled ambitious plans to invest Rs
world have been declining, especially | 2,900 crore over the next four years,
in "developed societies' such as | with theaim of doublingitsgassalesto
Singapore.Singapore's resident total | small industries and households across
fertility ratehitan all-timelow of 1.05 ! India. This announcement was made by

in 2022, dipping below the previous |

record of 1.1 in 2020 and the 2021
figure of 1.12.The drop "was pargly
dueto theTiger year in the lunar cal-
endar, which is generally associated
with lower births among the Chi-

nese", Minister in the Prime Minis |

| SK. Jha, adirector withinthejoint ven-

ture, on Friday. The company, formed as
| an equal partnership between Indian Oil
| Corp and Adani Total Gas, currently
| boasts a network of 300 retail outlets,
| through which it sells approximately
onemillion standard cubic metersof gas

ter's Office (PMO) Indranee Rajah |
had said in Parliament in February | T : S EES
2023.With every generation having | ©f executivedirector inIndian Oil'scity
different aspirations, Lee observed | 98S distribution business, highlighted
that many young people are prior | thejoint venture'starget of doubling gas
|t|S|ng career de\/dopment, Spend|ng | sales within the stipulated four-year

daily.Jha, who also holds the position

quality time with their partners and
pursuing other interests. "Even
couples who want kids may put off
starting families, not realising how
quickly it gets harder with each pass-
ing year," he said. "All thisis quite
understandable. But | still hope that
more Singaporean couples will de-
cideto have morechildren, and to have
them earlier!""Entering the Dra gon
year, let us press forward with opti-
mism and determination.

| period. To achieve this goal, the com-

| pany plans to bolster its infrastructure

| by expanding its retail outlet network
to over 600 locations across India.The
Investment underscores joint venture's
commitment to meeting the burgeoning
demand for gas in India. With a focus
on enhancing accessibility and
affordability, Indian Oil-Adani Gas Pvt
Ltd aimsto play apivotal rolein facili-
tating the adoption of gasasaclean and
efficient energy s
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The Chandigarh mayoral elections
continueto create national headlines.
After al, it'safirst that the Supreme
Court hasslammed areturning officer
and even directed for his
prosecution.The apex court has also
called for the examination of the bal-
lot papers of the Chandigarh mayoral
poll and video recording of the count-
ing process that is at the heart of a
bitter politico-legal fight between the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).The
bench led by Chief Justice of India
DY Chandrachud and Justices JB
Pardiwalaand Manoj Misraslammed
Anil Masi h, the Returning Officer for
the Chandigarh Municipal polls, say-
ing he must be prosecuted for "de-
facing ballot papers'.Additionally,
the court has suggested that rather
than immediately ordering fresh
polls, the results be declared on the
votes already cast.But what exactly
has happened? What |ed to the court
guestioning the returning officer and
coming down heavily on him? And
what happens next?

The Chandigarh mayoral poll

On 30 January after the voteswere
cast, the BJP's mayoral candidate
Manoj Sonkar was declared the win-
ner with a margin of four votes over
AAPsKuldeep Kumar. Thiselection
was particularly significant asit saw
the aliance of the Congress and the
AAP. Many believed that thiswould
set the stagefor potential alliancesin
other states during the upcoming L ok
Sabha el ections.However, during the
vote, Returning Officer Anil Masih
deemed eight votesto beinvalid. This
was questioned by the Opposition,
who alleged that he had unfairly in-

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
Sharad Pawar on Monday described
as a victory of voters the Supreme
Court ruling that his faction can use
the name 'NCP-Sharadchandra
Pawar' till further orders."It isawin
for the voters as the court observed
that the voters of the country should
not be undermined and questioned
what about the fact that candidates
have fought on theticket of theorigi-
nal party,” Pawar said in a
statement. The apex court on Monday
directed that Election Commission's
order of February 6 allotting 'Nation-
alist Congress Party-Sharadchandra
Pawar' as the party name for the
Sharad Pawar faction will continue
till further orders."On the auspicious

119 Comec

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
The crew members of acommercia
vessel were compelled to abandon it
after the Iran-backed Houthi carried
out fervid strikes on it in the Red
Sea."Between 9:30 and 10:45 p.m.,
Feb. 18, two anti-ship ballistic mis-
siles were launched from Iranian-
backed Houthi terrorist-controlled
areasof Yemen toward MV Rubymar,
a Belize-flagged, UK-owned bulk
carrier. One of the missiles struck the

s
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validated the votes. On social media,
AAP chief Arvind Kegjriwal had ex-
pressed "serious concern” over the
"cheating" in "broad daylight".The
A AP then approached the Punjab and
Haryana High Court and later the
Supreme Court, with videos showing
his alleged interference with ballot
papers.BJP's Manoj Sonkar being
greeted by party councillors after he =
won the post of mayor in the Chandi
garh municipal corporation polls, in
Chandigarh. However, on Sunday, he
stepped down from the post. PTI
SC's observations

On 5 February, the Supreme Court
heard the plea and watched the video
of Anil Masih's conduct during the
vote counting process. At that hear-
ing, the apex court came down
heavily on Masih and noted that it
was a "mockery of democracy" and
the officer's actions amounted to
"murder of democracy".CJI DY
Chandrachud had then remarked, "It
IS obvious that he has defaced the
ballot papers, he needs to be pros-
ecuted. Why ishelooking at the cam-
era? Thisisamockery of democracy
and murdering democracy. We are
appalled. Isthisbehaviour of areturn-
ing officer? Wherever there is cross
at bottom, he does not touch it and
whenitisat thetop healtersit, please
tell the returning officer that the Su-
preme Court is watching him."The
Supreme Court then directed that the
"entirerecords pertaining to the elec-
tion of the mayor of the Chandigarh
Municipa Corporation” bekept inthe
custody of the Registrar General of
the Punjab and Haryana High
Court.The judges also asked the poall
officer Masih to be present beforethe

Ty,

day of Chhatrapatl Shivaji Maharaj
Jayanti, the Supreme Court has
granted us interim relief against the
order of the Election Commission of
India."We bow down to the Supreme
Court for recognising us as 'Nation-
alist Congress Party-Sharadchandra

d00nEd oy LIEH

vessel, causing damage. The ship is-
sued a distress call and a coalition
warship along with another merchant
vessel responded to the call to assist
the crew of the MV Rubymar. The
crew wastransported to anearby port
by the merchant vessel," US Central
Command said on X.The militant
group is vehemently targeting com-
mercial ships in the Red Sea to ex-
pressits support to thewar-torn Gaza.
The group said they were targeting

moashie
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courton 19 February whenit would
be hearing the matter again - to ex-
plain his conduct as it appearsin the
video.Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Punjab's Bhagwant
Maan at the party office. TheAAPhas
criticised the conduct of the return-
ing officer and called it "cheating” in
"broad daylight". File image/PT]
SC reprimandsAnil Masih

On Monday, asper the SC'sorders,
Returning Officer Anil Masih, who
conducted the Chandigarh mayoral
polls, presented himself in court
where he was posed some questions
- afirstin India, as per an NDTV
report.At first, Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud quizzed Masih over
why he put the "X" mark on some
ballot papers. The CJI asked: "What
were you doing looking at the cam-
era putting out crosses on the ballot
papers? Why were you putting
marks?'The returning officer re-
sponded, "All the ballot papers were
defaced. | was just marking those.
There were so many cameras that |
wasjust looking at those." Unsatisfied
by the officer's response, the bench
told Masih that the video proceedings
showed him putting the X' mark on
the ballot papers. It wasthen that the
officer admitted he had put the X
mark on eight ballot papersto ensure

Pawar' in the interim, and having di-

rected the Election Commission of
Indiato consider our application for
asymbol to uswithin 7 days," Pawar
said."Thisisabigwinfor democracy
at large, and we shall continue fight-
ing for Dr. B R Ambedkar's Consti-
tution. Satyamev Jayate!" Pawar
said.A bench of Justices Surya Kant
and K V Viswanathan sought re-
sponse of Ajit Pawar-led factionon a
pleaof Sharad Pawar against the Feb-
ruary 6 order of Election Commission
recognising the Maharashtra deputy
chief minister-led group as the real
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP)."Wewould liketo examinethe
matter," the bench said as it issued
notice to the Ajit Pawar led-

the vesselsassociated with I srael, the
UK and the US, adding that it wasin
responseto the attacksin Gaza.About
12 per cent of global trade - and as
much as 30 per cent of container traf-
fic - passes through the Suez Canal,
at the other end of the Red Sea, each
year. To avoid the attacks, a signifi-
cant percentage of theworld's oil and
gas carriers, bulk commodity ships
and container vessels are now sail-
ing thousands of milesaround Africa,

N

that they didn't get mixed with the
others.The bench asked, "You can
sign the ballot papers, but why were
you putting 'X' on those ballot pa-
pers?' It pointed out that under the
relevant rules, the returning officer
can only sign the ballot papers.”It
means, you marked it," the CJI said,
adding that Masih has to be pros-
ecuted and this cannot be allowed in
an electoral democracy.
What comes next

Voicing its deep concern over the
conduct and all egations, the Supreme
Court will examine the ballot papers
of the Chandigarh mayoral polls to-
day. Additionally, instead of ordering
fresh polls, it has also considered de-
claring the results on the basis of the
votes already cast.The court has also
directed Returning Officer Anil
Masih to remain present today as
well.Earlier, the Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, who is appearing for
the Chandigarh administration, said
that a fresh election be held. How-
ever, thissuggestion was vehemently
opposed by counsel for AAP coun-
cillor and defeated mayoral candidate
Kuldegp Kumar.Interestingly, BJP's
Manoj Sonkar resigned as
Chandigarh mayor on Sunday night,
a day before the Supreme Court's
hearing. Chandigarh BJP chief
Jatinder Malhotra had said, "Mayor
resigned on moral grounds. TheAAP
and the Congress were vitiating the
atmosphere by levelling baseless al-
legations of votes tampering. Now,
when fresh pollswill be held, people
will get to know who takes the
majority."It will be interesting to see
what happens next: Will the BJP se-
curethewin or will theAAPtriumph?

Sharad Pawar after Supreme Gour uling omhis Saction's nam, symho

faction.The bench gave liberty to
Sharad Pawar to move the Election
Commission for allocation of the
party symbol and directed the poll
panel to alot it in one week of the
application.The bench, which ap-
peared critical of the Election
Commission's February 6 order on
recognising thereal NCP, said, "The
order says both of you (factions) vio-
lated the party constitution, both of
you went against the ‘aims and ob-
jective' and yet nooneisdisgualified.
Just imagine what would happen to
thevoters, who voted for you." Except
for the headline, this story has not
been edited by The Telegraph Online
staff and has been published from a

syndicated feed.

adding to voyage times and boosting
costs to world shipping.

| srael-Hamas war: An unprec-
edented war erupted between Israel
and Hamas after the latter showered
as many as 5000 missiles unbridled
inthe lsragli territory. Responding to
the misadventure, Israel launched a
massive military operation in Gaza,
turning the Palestinian territory into
rubble.
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